
 

The Show-me-WOW! BLOG 

  
Author's Note 
What's it all about?  
In each BLOG, I write about everyday experiences with an educational peppering. 
"So your BLOG's for normal people as well as teachers?" I am asked. 
(What a cheek! Aren't teachers normal people?)  
"So what's your BLOG about Chris?....... What's its theme?" 
I answer, "No idea really, but I hope - to live and learn" 

  
Show-me-WOW! visitors and supporters are from at least 30 different countries, including, 
  
Australia (Kangaroo Island), Barbados, Belgium, Canada, Commonwealth of Dominica, England, France, Germany, 
Holland, India, Indonesia (Palembang), Italy, Kenya (Malindi),  Kisibati,  Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur), Nepal, Nigeria, Saudi 
Arabia, Scotland, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Tahiti, Trinidad and Tobago, the U.S.A., Wales and Zambia. 
  
and also, amazingly, from boats of all shapes and sizes in and around the Caribbean and elsewhere. Many visitors are, of course, in Dominica, where the site 
was conceived and where teachers do not have easy access to computers, but try to log on when they can. 
  
Please tell me if you are visiting from a country I have not listed above. I'd love to welcome you by emailing you back. (The latest new visitor to contact me by 
email is from Saudi Arabia and I am delighted to say, "Welcome Saudi Arabia from show-me wow".) 
  
 Click here to contact me  
 
How this project came about  
This website started from the teacher training notes of a once-a-week course I ran in 2007 for 16 Dominican teachers over 8 weeks on "Accelerating Literacy 
Skills". The teachers wanted to "cascade", (as they chucklingly say at the image), information back to their colleagues in their 8 schools. The website was set 
up for them to use as reference. Now, many more schools, both in Dominica and in other countries, refer to the Show-me-WOW! website. And visitors also 
include people from many places all over the world, who visit the lovely island of Dominica, either in person or in their dreams and who want to send supplies 
to help in Dominican schools 

  
  

http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx


 
  

Everyday school stories that teach grown-ups how children learn 
  

Ever since my now grown-up niece was a child, she would not ask me for fairy stories or adventure stories, but always 
wanted me to tell her school stories..and real school stories, stories about the goings on that I had experienced during my 
teaching in schools for all ages, kindergarten, primary and secondary. Even when I had finished a story, she would 
contemplate on what I had told her for a while, and then eagerly beg for another. As she got older, she told me to write 
these stories down, but to me they were every day and so I never did as she suggested... until now in this BLOG that is. 
I saw her recently, and she started her requests over again, but this time with her daughter beside her to listen too. In my 
heart I think, that over the years and through her interest in all these school stories, my niece learned a lot about children 
and how they learn. Alas she did not become a teacher, though I am sure she would have been a good one, but she has 
certainly become a very interested-in-education parent and oh how we need lots of those. 
My niece and I now live thousands of miles apart, so I write this Blog for her and for people like her. Everyday school 
stories that teach grown ups how children learn. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________



_______________ 
 20th January 20102 

 
 

Being wowed in Africa by Show me wow! 
 
Chris,  
We are  wowed by your mind broadening material on thematic teaching and we are particularly impressed by the 
simplicity of presentation. depth of complexity of subjects covered and the compelling relevance of application. 
 Although we are teaching in Africa, we realize these themes are universally applicable and we will wholly adopt 
them to our system. We appreciate the creativity, the foresight and the sensitivity that has gone into this fantastic 
website. Keep up the wonderful works and keep on updating us on your innovative teaching methods.  

 From a group of teachers working in a school in Kenya 
 
Dear Show-me-wow Kenyan visitors, 
I am delighted to help and thank you for taking the trouble to write with these compliments Thank you so very much. You 
have made my day! Let me know what you want on future website pages and I'll get typing! 
from Chris 
 



________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________ 
18th January 2012 
 

                                                       



 
 
 
I am both delighted and humbled by a poem sent to me today from across the world and from a teacher who wrote this 
for me and about me. You will know how I encourage teachers to recycle and look at everything in a different way, in 
order to maybe make use of each item creatively in lesson planning. Like this teacher, many others have told me they 
unpack their shopping and, whereas before they met me, they would toss the bags and boxes away, now they look at 



everything and ask., "What would Chris do with this at school?" 
I am proud to share this poem with you. 

Chris 
I think of you sometimes, 

your sweet smile curled up at the corners, 
your sparkling eyes always challenging me to do something new. 

I see you 
in an empty shoe box, 

in the inside of all that white stuff when you buy a new appliance. 
I collect it.I ask myself, "What would Chris do with this?"  

My husband says, 
"Throw it away!" 

For a moment I let it linger.Creativity is in the air! 
What can it be?...a shelf, ....a T.V., a splendid collection space  

Hmmm? 
And then I say 

"Gee Chris. Where are you? 
You did this to me, but I love it! 

That's what made an ordinary teacher  
...different! 

Thinking of you Chris" 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________ 
January 11th 2010 



 
 

Welcome to teachers in Sweden 

I have just returned from a magical snow covered Sweden. There for a social visit, I, by chance, met many teachers who 
were like bees round honey, wanting to know about and visit the www.show-me-wow.com website. I thank them for their 
welcome and their interest and I note the number of visitors to my site has jumped up over the last days, so welcome to 
teachers in Sweden and I hope the site helps and gives you many ideas to have fun in your teaching.  
 
Thanks also for your invitations to visit schools whenever I return to your beautiful country. I truly look forward to seeing 
you again. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________ 
January 9th 2012 
 



 
Well done with a smile! 

Back to school and I am recalling a mini demo lesson I did at the end of last term, here in an English Secondary School, 
in a class of shall we say quite demanding students! The two teachers who had watched said, 
 
"Chris, from what you did, I am reminded, I really don't praise them enough, don't give them enough positive feedback".  
 
Then, by chance, and out in the car over Christmas, we are approaching a village with a traffic sign that suddenly lights 
up and seems to shout "SLOW DOWN". We were already slowing down and we commented that the sign was not 
showing much of a Christmas spirit by flashing out this negative command. One of the car passengers said to me,  
"You know Mum, in some countries they actually show a smiley face when you are approaching at the right speed and 
they have found this has a much more significant effect on drivers keeping to the correct speed"  
 
Well! Just what those teachers were saying last term about the wonderful effect positive responses have on improving 
performance. I hope they remember this and I send them a smile and wish them a  

Happy Teaching New Year. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________ 
December 6th 2011 



 Magic wand! 
 

 
 
The small daughter of a friend of mine announced to her family she only wanted one present for Christmas. Having seen 
her look at hundreds of toys in toy shops, as well as watch television advertisements promoting all sorts of products to 
tempt a child to whinge and whine for this and that, the family was amazed and soon asked what this one present would 
be. 
 
"I want a magic wand!" the little girl announced, "because if I have that, I can magic all the other things anyway!" 
 
And now a change of scene. I have been watching on the Internet, various Youtubes on "How to be the greatest 
teacher!" Many top rank educationalists keenly offer lists of various attributes needed to achieve this accolade, like, 



caring, compassionate, competent, confident and the list goes on, rather like a Christmas one.However, the one attribute 
that really touched my heart was empathy. You see, if a teacher can really empathise with a student, can stand in his 
shoes, see, hear, feel, sense the world as that student does, then surely that is a magic wand, for with that kind of 
empathy a teacher "can magic all the other things anyway!" 

 
 
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________ 
November 1st 2011 
  



 
  

Sorry to be boring, but I just had to tell you that there were 4152 visitors to the www.show-me-wow.com site in October. 
This is the largest number ever! I won't even say 
"Wow!" 
but will shut up and imagine all the places you are all visiting  from. It will be like a world tour! 

Wow! 
Oops! That slipped out didn't it? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________ 
October 10th 2011 

http://www.show-me-wow.com/


  
Go on enjoying it! 

 
Wow again!  
 
Another more-than-ever number of visitors to this show-me-wow site last month, all 3833 of them and September has 
only 30 days too! Thanks also for the emails I receive telling me how useful this website is, from students and new 
teachers to well established and experienced ones and from parents, and all these site visitors from so many different 
parts of the world. I am so glad to be able to help and all I can add is, just go on enjoying it..the teaching, the parenting 
and the site that is! 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
27th August 2011 



 
 

Lavender and lace 
The village hall car park was getting busier and the villagers were carrying in vegetables and fruit produce and plants and 
flowers and crafts to set each item out in its allocated space ready for the judging to start within the hour. A very English 
scene at the beginning of Autumn. 
In the craft section, a piece of hand made lace spread immaculately on lavender coloured tissue paper took my eye and, 
as I admired the intricacies and dedication of the work, a lady approached me.  
"Isn't this wonderful?" I exclaimed.  
"Thank you. I made it!" she said modestly. 
"Well congratulations on achieving such a wonderful piece of craft work" I said.  
"Well it was all straightforward really. You see we had a teacher who was so nice to us and who had such a passion 
about her subject and wanting to put it over. That's all a teacher needs!"  
I had to smile at her philosophy and I thought 



"Spot on...all those pages on my website and she said it all in two sentences"  
I thanked her. She thought I was thanking her for showing me her work, but I was thanking her for putting so much into 
so few words..and she had no idea who I was or what I did, so not a clue about this much traveled and very wordy 
website!  I hope she won one of the trophies and if so, that she told her teacher. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________ 
June 20th 2011 

 
Sometimes things backfire on teachers! 

 
A young teenager I know was overpowered by a large education project he was having to face and so he and I had a 
cosy chat about the importance of breaking such big challenges down into small achievable goals. Oh I know you have 
heard that expression time and time again within these web pages, but he hadn't. So there I was encouraging him by 
saying that he had made a good start and, although he had to get over the next hill and beyond, he could break this all 
down and take on one slope at a time! 
 His face lit up and he said, 



 "Do you know when I was seven I was still using stabilisers on my two wheeler bike?" 
 I wondered what this had to do with the thread of conversation we had been following until he said, 
 "And then I took courage and took the stabilisers off..and now, years later, I can cycle all the way to my friends house 
without touching the handlebars!" 
 This was his example of showing he knew he could break challenges down into small achievable goals.  I, for once, was 
speechless! Well what could I say, except I hope that in breaking challenges down he did not break any bones in the 
process! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
___ 
July 17th 2011 

 
 Reply letter to a Mum who wrote to me today.... 

 
Dear T, 
Thanks for writing to me. Visitors to this website come from at least 25 countries so I am having to guess where you  
are. I guess the USA, (can't guess the State!) but could you confirm that? Your geographical setting obviously  
influences how I respond, because I have more idea of resources available if I know where you are. 
 
As a Pre K teacher you will know of all the strategies for teaching reading as well as the importance of making  



learning fun and keeping it entirely stress free...the stress free bit being difficult when you are so worried about  
your dyslexic son.  
 
There is myriad of answers to your question and it is a just a case of gently working through them to find the key. I  
smile as I recall the two nephews I am currently staying with here in England who were, at your son's age, also on IEP's 
and non readers. They hated, absolutely hated, to even touch a reading book, so I wrote each of them a letter every  
day for when they arrived home from school and at the bottom wrote the number of words in it. They would run home 
to see the words and  funny drawings I had included. I went overboard to them at how amazed I was that they could  
read that number of words and they went overboard to me at how they insisted they could read even more the next  
day..so the next day I gave them more. And so it went on until they were fledged. Only a few weeks back and ten years 
on from all this, I was amazed when one of them handed me a file of poly pockets,inside each one, one of those  
treasured letters. I had no idea these had been kept!  
"Do you remember Tom?" I asked, "When I asked you why you were so good at reading these letters, you told me,  
"I am better at reading writing than reading reading Auntie Chris!" 
 
We found the key for these boys and there will be a key for your son. First job is to get his eyes tested please..and  
not by him standing several feet away from a test card, but properly tested..and check Scotopic Sensitivity  on my  
Special Educational Needs page..just to make sure he is dyslexic and not Scotopic! Opticians do not always pick this up! 
 
Best wishes to you and your son. There must be lots of Mums facing this challenge so, sometime today I will pop this  
reply onto my blog. I wonder what the response will be. You never know with show-me-wow! 

With very best wishes from Chris 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______ 
June 26th 2011 
  



 
  

Not always the heavy tomes that have the impact! 
  

I feel like an actor "between jobs' at the moment. Schools have been occupied with exam timetable interuptions for some 
weeks now and there is a general run-down towards the end of the school year, with many Year 10 pupils in England out 
and about doing work experience. In small towns it is quite a shock at this time of the year as, wherever you go, you see 
a Year ten pupils helping in the car park, serving bread in the bakers, sweeping curls from the floor of the hairdresser's 
and even filing documents in some high powered offices. Here it seems the world is being taken over by Year 10's! 
  
So I have taken on a new role too and relaxed by revisiting the works of some of my favourite authors. I had forgotten 
how clever they are at making such vivid pictures in my head with words. Most of my reading has been quite lengthy 
books and, I have to admit, some of them have been so weighty that they have been hard to handle as I have been 



burning the midnight oil with their gripping tales. But one was a light weight and thin book that took my eye on the library 
shelf because I admire its author's work. It was desribed as a book which 
  
"explores the psychology of a woman who is trapped by her illiteracy and her fight to escape her own family's perception 
of her." 
  
But what impact! It's a Quick Reads book, written in large fonts and simple words and sentences, so a completely 
different style from those heavier tomes I have been balancing on my midnight pillows. Yet style and subject go hand in 
hand and although, as teachers, we know the perceptions this illiterate woman suffers, it is good to experience her pain 
now and again, if only to remind ourselves, (as if we need reminding) of the handicap a non-reader can desperately 
suffer. 
  
From me, I thank Joanna Trolloppe for her heavy tomes, but from www.show-me-wow.com, I thank her even more for her 
writing of "The Book Boy". 
  
Click here for page on Reading 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________ 
June 20th 2011 
  

A lesson from a pencil maker 
  

http://www.show-me-wow.com/
http://show-me-wow.com/readingskills.aspx


  
  

The pencil maker taught the pencils 5 important lessons. 
  

1) Everything you do will leave a mark. 
2) You can always correct mistakes you make. 

3) In life, you will undergo painful sharpenings, which will only make you better. 
4) What is important is what is inside you. 

5) To be the best pencil, you must allow yourself to be held and guided by the hands that hold you. 
  

My thanks to the teacher who sent this to me. I just had to share it through www.show-me-wow.com . 
  

________________________________________________________________________________________________
__ 
June 14th 2011 

http://www.show-me-wow.com/


 
  

  
Compliments and confidence! 

  
May was a busy month for me with traveling back from Florida to England, and an even busier month than ever for the 
 www.show-me-wow.com website with a record number of visitors, more than 3,500 of them. I have been flattered and 
delighted by lots of compliments following this record breaking month. Compliments not only mean a lot to adults, but 
also mean a lot to children too are benefitting from this little site. 
  
I am reminded of a private school I worked in in Dominica, where one particular class of 7 year olds was run by Miss B., a 
wonderful American teacher who did not know she was a wonderful teacher, just thought everyone was like her. Wanting 
to improve the children's confidence, she told them about compliments and suggested that each time the class or anyone 
in it received a compliment, she would put a bar line on the board and when they had 20 they would have a popcorn 
party.  
One day, I silently crept in through the open classroom door trying to be unnoticed and sat down on the carpet as it 
was obviously circle time. But the teacher softly and genuinely welcomed me and the children quietly said "Good 

http://www.show-me-wow.com/


Morning, Mrs Lawrence!". I quietly said "Good morning" back and, just above a whisper, told them how impressed I was 
when I came in that they were all so quiet and such good listeners to the teacher and to each other. I said that the 
classroom door was wide open (classroom doors have to be open in all that heat.) and yet they were not disturbing any 
of the other classes They smiled proudly. Instantly, a hand shot up with the child desperate to attract the teacher's 
attention. 
"Please Miss B, was that a compliment?" 
he burst out, saying this certainly above a whisper.  
"It most certainly was!" 
and, as Miss B stood up to add another bar to the line, the children exploded into a football goal scoring moment! The 
whole school shook! The teacher and I exchanged smiles and nodded at the children's confidence! We could imagine the 
corn popping! 
  

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
30th April 2011 

Tick Box Teaching  



  

 
  

I was lucky enough last week to fit in a visit to yet another American school before my flight out next week. Again I met 
with some hard working and enthusiastic American teachers from whom I was able to glean lots of great classroom tips. 
But, during all these school visits, there has been a concern about the amount of frequent and long lasting tests that now 
have to be given to all age children. (Remember that country farmers' saying "You don't fatten a pig by keep weighing 
it!"?) The teachers fear the practice of more and more of them teaching to the test and the elbowing out of the curriculum 
those very valuable creativity styled learning activities because of time constraints and other pressures, 
  
So it was a breath of fresh air to read a pamphlet in this latest school written by Dr Michael Meyerhoff on "The Power of 
Play" 
Though Michael is an Early Childhood Education expert, his theories, in my mind, fill most age groups. If I adapt his 
words slightly, he is saying that "being too structured, pushing too hard, focusing too closely on the content" is not really 
what true "education is all about"  



Now I understand the concern about all this testing, but if it has to be then at least some work leading up to it can be 
done creatively can't it?I am reminded of my class of low attaining 16 year olds, who were studying Shakespeare's 
Macbeth for a national exam. Even then I did not teach to the test, but taught through creativity and fun, so it is 
possible, and they all passed, but it takes a lot of skill and determination not to follow everyone else in adopting a tick 
box teaching style when so many pressures are out there. 
  
I was so at home with Michael Meyerhoff''s words, that  I wrote telling him this immediately and, to my surprise and 
delight had an instant reply. 
  
"Thank you so much for your kind comments.  I did have a chance to visit your web site, and of course, I 
absolutely love what you are doing." 
  
Kindred spirits then? I wrote back and asked if he had a group of like minded teachers who can chain themselves to a 
fence in support of creativity and fun in education, otherwise we shall all have nations of adults who have passed test 
after tick box test, but who cannot be creative enough to think outside those boxes.So come on all you creative teachers 
all over the world. I'll bring the sandwiches!  
  
You can Google Dr Michael Meyerhoff, and read more of his ideas, or email him on epicntrinc@aol.com 
  
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
23rd April 2011 

mailto:epicntrinc@aol.com


 
  

Such a wide job! 
  

My recent visits to Florida schools makes me realise again and again about the necessarily wide job description of 
teaching. 
Before I arrived here, I visited the English church where my grandparents were married. I brought the pamphlett about it's 
history to my brother in America. It tells of a Francis Howlett, the first schoolmaster of the town "about whom anything is 
known"! I thought this was a misprint until I read the rest. 
Apparently, Francis has a wooden memorial in the churchyard and someone who knew him wrote: 
  

Francis Howlett, 
  

comedian, schoolmaster, post master, tax collector, 
  

vestry clerk, printer, travelling librarian, musician and general referee" 
  



It also says, of this school teacher, that  
"Truly, he was a man of many parts." 

  
It seems from watching many teachers over the last few weeks, that wherever and whenever teachers are teaching, 
nothing changes much. (I'd love to know more about the "general referee" aspect of Francis' job...and am sure this 
aspect should be included in teaching job descriptions today!) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________ 
22nd April 2011 

Give them a hand! 
I have been visiting another welcoming school in Florida, but this one an Elementary school for Pre school children to 
students aged 12 years. I have been observing and exchanging ideas with lots and lots of friendly teachers there and I 
thank them and their Principal for their welcome. I chuckle at their amusement with my English accent and that they have 
named me "Mary Poppins", though sadly some of the younger students have no idea who Mary Poppins was! 
  
In one kindergarten class, they were starting their project on Oceanography and were using their own hand shapes to cut 
and colour ocean creatures. Sometimes they needed just one hand to draw round, sometimes they had to use two. I 
thought this was a great idea for developing fine motor control and concentration skills as well as for cutting and colouring 
skills and....FUN! Thank you to the class teacher for letting me share the idea on this Blog. 
  



                                                  



Ocean creature shapes made by drawing round little hands 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________ 
21st April 2011 

The very thirsty caterpillar 

 
 "Teaching a child not to step on a caterpillar is as valuable to the child as it is to the caterpillar" Bradley Millar 



  
I have been visiting all the classes in a wonderful Preschool in Florida and I thank the Principal and teachers for the 
welcome they gave me. The classrooms were bursting with news of yet another chrysalis turning into a butterfly, as the 
children monitored this wonderful event through the walls of a food net.Some children had made their own grass 
caterpillars by filling a sock with soil and grass seed and watering it. They added eyes and feelers as the grass grew. 
They said it was a very thirsty caterpillar, but they were proud of how well he had turned out, as they were when they 
watched each real life butterfly come out of its chrysalis. 
  



 
The "tent" where the real life butterfly came out of the chrysalis 

  



 
"Which flower shall we put it on before it flies away? Isn't it beautiful?" 

  
("Butterflies are self propelled flowers" R.H.Heinlein) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ 

19th April 2011 



  

 
Editing 

  
So many teachers do not see the value of getting children to edit their work and then write out a best copy (publishing) for 
a display or for their best work folders. You will see on my webpage on writing skills that I feel very differently. I see 
editing and publishing as two very valuable activities, as does the teacher who wrote the words below in an email to me. 
And editing can be fun, as you will read from this inspired and inspiring lady. 
  
 "On Thursday we used 5 students as policeman to go around editing their colleagues composition. If you got 
more than 5 errors you would get a ticket! Boy you should have seen them editing so thoroughly, since they 
were given 8 mins to edit their compositions before the policeman got to them! I wish I had thought of that 
earlier! 
  
Prior to that I had them in groups of 5 to compose an impromptu story given a topic.That was so exciting  since I 
told them it was a relay race that  the story was handed to them like a baton and they were supposed to run with 



it, to put in whatever they liked, emphasing their voice and word choice until I clapped my hands to indicate 
change of runner! That was fun! Well they are really taking charge of their learning. 
  
Thanks Chris for all the support and advice you give when the going seemed rough and the task 
insurmountable." 
  
Wow! Lucky students to have such a fun teacher! I wish I had been there don't you? 
  
Click here for page on creative writing 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
______ 
31st March 2011. 

 3,422 worldwide visitors this month! 
Wow! 

  

http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx


 
  
Thanks for visiting! Now the last day of March and the total number of visitors to the www.show-me-wow.com website so 
far this month has broken all records and is today stands at 3422. Visitors since www.show-me-wow began in September 
2007 are from Australia, Barbados, Belgium, Canada, Commonwealth of Dominica, England, France, Germany, Holland, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, Kisibati, Malaysia, Nepal, Nigeria, Scotland, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Tahiti, Trinidad 
and Tobago, U.S.A., Wales and Zambia. I'd love to add more countries so do let me know if there are any I have left out. 
 

  
 Click here to contact Chris Lawrence 

  
Thanks for your emails, from wherever you type them, for their compliments about how helpful the site is, and even for 
the ones that say, 

  
"Chris please help. My students just  won't settle down to work. What can I do?" 

  

http://www.show-me-wow.com/
http://www.show-me-wow/
http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx
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(Thankfully the advice I gave was soon reported to have worked, a relief for me as well as for that teacher and probably 
for those disaffected student too!) 
The site has been growing bigger every month, yet I am amazed and delighted that it hit this milestone as it circles round 
the globe. If it has been visited by 3,422 people in March, then let's hope it has been of benefit to even more children and 
students. Fantastic! I am very humbled by its success. Well done show-me-wow! and thank you visitors wherever you are 
on the globe. 
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
18th March 2011 



 
  



Making Lemonade 
  

The first time I met this particular Dominican teacher I knew she was good, She came on a set of eight afternoon courses 
I ran to train teachers in Accelerating Literacy Skills. She was so enthusiastic and willing to try ideas and was delighted 
when they worked. I visited her classrooms over the last years and saw her energy and passion and her pupils' response 
as they went on and on loving school and accelerating their progress. We corresponded and became firm friends. Well 
we have so much in common you see! 
Today she wrote to me, saying she was up early to get some work done as she was finding she was too exhausted at the 
end of her day. I am not surprised as she goes at it at breakneck speed. Here is my reply. 
  

******************************************************************************************** 
Dear C, 
I am glad you are changing your schedule..but also change your input re energy. You need to delegate more to 
the children..so the classroom works more like clockwork. Look at where you are over performing re energy use 
and ease back now..so that the routine you have already established carries you and there is more of an element 
of what a friend calls "Making lemonade"..that is, you have set up the systems, now let those ingredients do the 
work. Then you can relax and smile, have time in the classroom to let the children see you sit and think.(a good 
role for them as we do not give children enough time to sit and think and we should.)..and wait to enjoy the 
gentle sipping of that lemonade! 
  
This is sent with a huge huggy sigh! Cheers! 
  
Love from Chris xxx 
  
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________ 
11th March 2011. 
  



 
  

Put on a happy face! 
I am helping my brother and his wife move house from one American State to another and oh the ups and downs of it all 
as we pack and wait and come across one challenge after another and as we take on a several day travel to arrive just in 
front of the removal van. Then the work really starts. Oh how the many moods of this move have shown in the 
expressions on our faces. When you are tired and challenged, you rarely smile or you get a fit of the giggles! Well this is 
what we have found anyway! 
  
Unpacking a box marked KITCHEN, I came across a fridge magnet with sketches of different faces on it. Each face is 
labeled, so there is Exhausted, Confident, Happy, Bored, Overwhelmed, Frightened, Embarrassed, Angry. I look at each 
one and realise we have had all those faces on our journey and unpacking, and what a difference each expression 
conjures up in my memory of this house moving event so far. 
  
I remember the two very different expressions of two different hotel receptionists whom we met on our stop overs en 
route. How they influenced our moods as we arrived tired and aching. So, to teachers, which expression do you have in 
front of your class and which expression works best to promote learning? Maybe they all work to an extent, but I am sure 
some work better than others. If only teachers had a  mirror permanently set up to show them the expression they were 
exposing their pupils to. I bet the teacher who shows confidence, happiness and pride gets the best out of her pupils. 
  
Maybe I should write a note to those two very different hotel receptionists just to give them the same tip as I am giving to 
teachers. What do you think? Which one would you prefer? See what I mean? 



  
P.S. Get children to make different expressions and get the others to name the expression and then ask the why, what, 
where when questions as a start to creative writing. Maybe you could start with those receptionists. Why was one happy, 
one miserable and unhelpful? What had happened to make her like this? Where was she and when did it happen? 
Describe what she saw, heard, felt, etc . Get two children to act this and maybe to talk to each other about it. 
 

Click here for page on Creative writing 
  

 
Click here for page on drama 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________ 
March 8th 2011 
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Single-sex Schools 

 
Sitting on the plane on the next final stage of my journey to Texas, I was reading in the American Airways Magazine how 
a  new Dallas public school "The Barrack Obama Male Leadership Academy" was to open in August of this year for 200 
boys. Apparently a similar single sex school for girls was set up in 2004. This single sex philosophy had instigated highly 
contentious arguments and I considered them as I read with the droning background of the aircraft engine. 
I went to an all girls school after I was 11 years old, so boys were no part of our hidden curriculum. I know men who went 
to single sex boys' schools and I have friends who went to co-educational schools. I understand the arguments. I smiled 
as I thought of the staffroom chatter in a co-ed. school for 11 to 18 year olds and the despair of young teachers over a 
boy who was disaffected and disruptive. The older teachers would say, "Don't worry, as soon as he gets a girlfriend here 
he'll simmer down!" and he usually did. I have heard of this same school now setting a balance in segregation. It is still 
co-educational but the policy in many classes is to sit the pupils boy next to girl. It apparently has a calming effect and it 
is said the pupils pay better attention to the teachers. 



Way back, when I did teaching practice, I worked in an all girls' primary school which was on the first floor, (the one 
above ground level if you are American) of an old building, the boys' school being downstairs. The visiting tutors would 
often have to supervise students in both schools and they would tear their hair out as they described the experience of 
going up there from heaven with the quiet and co-operative girls down into the hell of disruptive boys. It was said that 
boys do better in Maths and Science and girls in languages.Should this be another reason to mix them? As I said, and as 
the Dallas educationalists have found, there are many arguments for and against single sex schools, but you will guess 
that I have a view! 
My view is that if they have an inspired teacher, there is no need to separate girls from boys. In fact they can benefit 
more from being in a school that replicates the mixed sex community in which the school stands. Nevertheless I wish the 
Barrack Obama Male Leadership Academy all the best and look forward to following its progress.  

 Click here for page on Boy's 
Reading_________________________________________________________________________________________

________________ 
March 4th 2011 
  

 
  

Sky Diving! 

http://show-me-wow.com/BoysReading.aspx
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Flying across the Atlantic Ocean recently, I was thinking about how children mix reality with imagination and how we, as 
teachers and parents, often kill creative thought in children. Sir Ken Robinson, in his TED talk on Creativity, is right when 
he so eloquently says the same thing. 
 These thoughts of mine were instigated by an incident in the queue for the aircraft loo. An American Mom was standing 
there with her young wriggling-with-a-full-bladder son who was, unbeknown to her, trying to distract the urgency of his 
need by twiddling the handles of the emergency exit doors. His mother soon noticed this and in panic and a loud voice 
exclaimed "Don't touch the door!" Then, realising the level of volume in her voice and imagining those who had heard her 
were questioning her parenting skills, she sweetly told him that moving those handles would open those emergency 
doors. In all innocence, his imagination superceded his sense of reality (oh.. and of danger) as he suggested,  
 "Then we could all go sky diving Mom!" 
It was impossible for the other passengers, who had heard this in their half slumber, not to smile as I feel sure Sir Ken 
would have done. Do look Sir Ken up on Google! 
  

Click here for page on Creativite Writing 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
February 14th 2011 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx


 
Not only the teacher sees it 

  
This morning quite a lot of local television news time was given to a school where the writing skills of their primary level 
pupils, (and especially boys) had achieved two years of writing development over only one year because each child was 
encouraged to write a blog. Now a blog is a piece of writing put on the internet where anyone in the world can read it, 
(like the blog I am writing now). The children were interviewed and asked why they thought this method was working so 
well, why it allowed them to enjoy writing and how it was it improved their writing competency, 
  

"We get feed back from other people and they say some nice things." 
"When you write it ordinarily, only the teacher sees it!" 

  
So it wasn't really to do with the fact they were in an immaculate classroom with good wall displays and the individual use 
of wonderful computers, it was because they got feed back from people who had nice things to say and not just from the 
teacher! 
Well we can all do that in our schools even if we have no computers..(or if we have them but they are not working). I have 
often asked why it is that teachers do not set up opportunities for children to read each other's work, (and write a tidy 
comment too), and why teachers do not set up wall displays of the edited and published work of the children. This is such 



a wasted opportunity and, after all, as the children themselves said, they learn so much more if it is NOT ONLY THE 
TEACHER who sees their writing. 

 
  

 Click here for page on Writing  Skills 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
__ 
January 28th 2011 

  Dinosaur High 
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Yesterday, I went again to one of the most amazing museums in London, which must also be one of the most amazing 
museums in the world. Well, 4,000 people of all ages visit it every day and it loans out 100,000 items each year. There 
were elderly visitors, young parents, students and, of course, children of all ages. There was so much to see, so much to 
do and such a lot of fun there, with some school-group children being "real scientists" in white overalls carrying clip 
boards and wearing fun plastic explorer hats. What a place to learn! It was so obvious that the children's appetite to find 
out was stimulated, and I could hear reading aged children asking 'What is that?" again and again, and all this because 
so many of the labels were just too high for them to see! Even for me, many labels in the Main Hall were 8 feet off the 
ground and sometimes distorted by reflections on their glass coverings. I loved some of the panoramic models that all 
children would have found fascinating, but sadly they had to rely on someone picking them up to see. 
It is hard to criticise such an amazingly wonderful place of such world renown, but children are not dinosaurs, so I try to 
imagine the top people there taking my advice and going, after hours, round this huge building on their knees to get a 
child's eye view. There is probably no money to make drastic changes now, but maybe in the future they will, having 
been on their knees, consider children not being dinosaur high. 
  
(By the way the "real" dinosaurs there were wonderful, as any child will tell you!) 
  
Please bear this in mind with classroom displays too. If your displays are for younger children, then please get down on 
your knees and see your classroom as they see it. If you do not do this, so many learning opportunities are lost. 
  
(I had an email from this top museum and they promised that in their future plans they will try to do better! 
Congratulations to the Natural History Museum, London and thanks for replying) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
January 21st 2011 

  
Prickly tips 

  



 
  

It was silly really. Having negotiated passed this overhanging briar several times already, I carefully, and without gloves, 
lifted it back on itself in the hope it would stay there once and for all. But as I said, no gloves, so hardly surprising the tip 
of a thorn, quite tiny too, stuck in the end of my finger..a splinter, so small that I just could not remove it, try as I might. So 
it stayed there and stayed there. I could not type efficiently, nor write, nor push a needle through fabric to sew, nor press 
down with it to do lots of everyday things. What a relief when it came out, and what a surprise how very small it was, 
despite the restraining effect it was having on my getting on with everyday tasks. 

 



  
It reminded me of the boy whose writing was atrocious and whose teachers and parents were despairing, especially as 
the presentation of his coursework did not do justice to the content. But he was left handed and watching him write, 
I realised that he could not see what he was writing. For him it was a bit like me writing with a blindfold on. All he needed 
was to be higher on his seat, so a cushion was provided. He could then see what he was doing and his writing was, of 
course, instantly better. And all for the sake of a cushion..it was a bit like me removing that splinter. A small resolve that 
made such a big difference. 
  
Imagine my delight when I hear of teachers, who continue to find simple answers to everyday classroom challenges 
amongst the pages of thewww.show-me-wow.com web pages. They have found there that some prickly problems can 
often be resolved by simple answers. 
  

Click here for page on Calligraphy and Handwriting 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
January 16th 2011 

When reading aloud is allowed 
  

http://www.show-me-wow.com/
http://show-me-wow.com/calligraphy.aspx


 
  

I have a friend who, every Friday evening, has the job of editing a several page professional leaflet before it is soon 
printed. She searches for errors and missing words. Extreme concentration is crucial and I noticed on Friday evenings 
with her, that she focused her task much more positively and successfully if she read the text aloud. 
I thought no more of this until the other day I noticed someone adding up a long list of figures in a noisy and crowded 
room..and he was concentrating by talking his way up and down the numbers... aloud! 
We try to encourage children to check their work, to edit it, to find corrections in order to improve it. Yet so many teachers 
just expect this job to be done quietly and most times insist on silence. However, my recent experiences, when watching 
the lady editor and later the gentleman numbers-adder, made me think we ought to consider making reading aloud 
allowed..oh and adding aloud allowed too! I think it's at least worth a try. 



 
 

Click here for page on Reading Skills 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 
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January 14th 2011 
  
  

 Trying to do better. 
  

The last months I have been involved in giving time to my Mum, so additions to this website have been on hold. 
Mum was ill before Christmas, rallied round for the festivities, but died peacefully immediately afterwards. She was 94, a 
wonderful age and so amazing to think of all the changes that have happened in the world since her birth in 1916! Mum's 
funeral was yesterday. 
I am grateful for all the beautiful memories of her, and of the times we have shared lately. I have especially happy 
memories of Mum's 9 week stay in Dominica, where she came with me to various schools and loved and supported what 
I do to help education on the island. The children and teachers made her feel so special, which of course Mum was. 
Mum, rarely bossy, left a strict letter to her three children.. 
  

"When I die, do not be sad, but think of all the good times" 
  
Trouble is, as teachers know, it is not always easy for some children to do as they are told..even the ones that are now 
grown up! 
 We'll try to do as you say Mum! 



 
 

                                                My Mother in Dominica on her 93rd birthday, in Autumn 2009 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______ 
Dec 19th 2010 



 Those horrible homonyms!           



 

                                                                                                                              
 

I heard an amusing tale yesterday. Two children were talking about weddings. The girl asked the boy,  
"How many times can you get married?" 
The boy replied  
"Sixteen!"  
"Sixteen?" queried the girl. 
 "Yes because they say, "for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer" and four fours are sixteen!" said the boy. 
 
Homonyms can be such a pain so need to have fun ways for learning them. You can make them up, like telling children 
there are four letters in number four, or like drawing a signpost, (which incidentally can also look like a gift tag) round the 
word "to" so it implies to a place or to a person, or by saying "if it means extra, like extra thin, extra big,  then add 
the extra o to "too".  
 



But best of all is to show children how to make up their own mnemonics. This makes this aide memoire even more 
personal and therefore more likely to stay in the memory. (I won't tell you the mnemonic I made up to remember how to 
spell one particular homonyn. It was a bit cheeky, but that way I did remember it, even though with a blush!) 
Mmmm, those words, homonym and mnemonic..words like these also need a fun way to remember how to spell 
them...well at least for some spellers, don't you think? 
 
 
Click here for page on Spelling Skills 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
November 21st 2010 
 
I love to get emails from different people who visit this website and some are full of  compliments and very humbling, that 
I just keep them to myself. However, I hope you will not feel it arrogant of me if I share the following one with you. It 
comes from a teacher in Nepal, who writes about a trip to India. 

 
 
 " I had been to educational tour to Darjeeling with my students. It was fresh and lively. I represented 

http://show-me-wow.com/spelling.aspx


the group as Language and Literacy Head. Throughout the journey I engaged them in learning through 
doing by themselves. But my other colleagues did it only through lecturing. My students showed their 
interest to participate in very many activities like drawing, singing, poem recitation. They were assessed 
with merit. Seeing them highly spirited and enthusiastic I heard the whisper, as well as the shout of 
WOW!. I could see nothing but your picture in the BLOG coming into my mind and "You remember one 
thing and that suddenly reminds you of another!" Chris, you do possess the potentiality of 
transformation. This was yet another happiest moment I have experienced in my teaching career, but you 
deserve all the credit." 
 
All credit to you Chiran, as you are the one trying out the ideas, but thank you for your kind comments all the same! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
November 18th 2010 

 

  
 No Prince for Rapunzel!  



Sitting chatting by her fire with a long-time-retired school caretaker recently, we soon got to recalling, all those years ago, 
when I was working in the same school as her. I had a class of 7 and 8 year olds and we were doing traditional tales and 
fairy stories. One corner of the classroom had been taken over to illustrate Rapunzel in her tower. The children had 
painted the floor to ceiling stone walls in different shade of grey, with touches of green moss here and there. Rapunzel 
was made by drawing round one of the girls, cutting her out and "dressing" her in different paper clothes. Her hair was 
strips of crepe paper that hung down from her high tower almost to the classroom floor. But we moved onto the story of 
The Frog Prince and I brought into the corner, a plastic garden pond around which the children had collected and 
arranged jars of tall reeds and wild flowers. It looked fantastic, but needed livening up, so the pond was filled with 
frogspawn, which soon became tiny tadpoles. After one particularly warm evening, followed by a warm early morning, I 
arrived at school to find this caretaker looking both amused and horrified, 
 "Chris, I don't think you ought to rush into your classroom today" she said. But too late. I had already opened the door! 
There on shelves and chairs and school tables were lots of tiny frogs hopping excitedly about. But what a quiet day 
followed. I met the children as they arrived, told them of what had happened. "Frogs need us to be extra careful and 
attentive" I said. "They are so much smaller than us!" During the day, children came across one frog after another and 
quietly and gently picked them up and took them outside onto the grass near a neighbour's pond. Such fun, such living 
and so much learning. Their intense observations of the development of these tiny creatures was far more meaningful 
than seeing them drawn in black and white in a book. But poor Rapunzel! Not one frog had stayed long enough in that 
classroom to turn into a prince for her! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
November 1st 2010 

Are you listening? 
  



 
  
I often wonder why it is that, if deaf people can be good listeners, why can't hearing people be as good? 
  
I have been staying with a friend who has had a hearing problem for very many years, yet she is one of the best listeners 
I know. She gives eye to eye contact, she concentrates with interest in whatever the person talking to her is saying, yet 



she bashfully says she is not a good listener and even questions whether she has got the listening right. I know that 
when I speak with her, she usually has! This friend is truly a good listener. 
We all have experience of the other sort of listener. (I find that they are not good listeners because they are often too 
busy talking about themselves!) You can converse with such people, but, after a while, you just know they are not 
listening...not really listening. 
My friend with the hearing problem has taught herself good listening skills and how important that is for learning. In the 
same way, teachers need to teach children to listen, not simply tell them to. Telling a child to listen just does not work. 
Teaching a child to listen is much more likely to do so. Whenever a teacher emphatically complains to me "They don't 
listen", I simply think that that teacher has not taught them how! They need to look at the www.show-me-wow page on 
Listening Skills don't they? 
  
Click here for page on Listening Skills 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______ 
October 28th 2010 

Welcome to Wales 
  

  
This week I have had a visitor to www.show-me-wow.com  from Wales and so I have added that beautiful country to the 
list of 23 countries from which visitors to this website come. From this website I say "Welcome to Wales!" I also saw 
these words on the road side when I co-incidentally arrived in Wales for the weekend. There, apart from enjoying walks in 
the colourful autumn scenery, I also visited, Aberystwyth Museum...and it was a wonderful surprise, because it was so 
outstandingly good. Why? If I list words like colourful, inspiring, fascinating, enticing you to move from one part to 
another, friendly, versatile, stimulating, easy to learn from, walls that were really working, you'll get an idea of the spirit of 
Aberystwyth Museum. 
  
Sounds like a perfect classroom doesn't it? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
October 23rd 2010 

Feeling Prickly! 
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This is all about sitting uncomfortably on a hard seat, staring at the tightly held white page and trying to make sense of 
the black squiggles and shapes there! Perhaps harder concentration would help it make more sense. Perhaps not to 
bother and just pretend! 
The voice at the front had said they would all sight read together and they started. Everyone seemed to manage fluently, 
except the one who squirmed and wondered why it was all so hard. None of this made sense and the feeling was prickly. 

 



Was this a child in a class tackling an easy reading book? No, it was me at choir practice! Sadly I cannot read music, but 
by trying to do so, at least I know how a child who cannot read books might feel.  
 
Teachers..(and parents too), please be kind and understanding to all non readers so they don't feel prickly. And thank 
you to my choir leader who has such patience with me! 
 
Now let me have another go at that choir song! 
  
Click here for page on Reading 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________ 
October 6th 2010. 

 

 Please Miss, let's learn about Dominica! 

http://show-me-wow.com/readingskills.aspx


Today I was invited to attend a Harvest Festival held in an English school where I had been a teacher 30 years ago. 
There were new extensions and lots of changes to the building and I admired it all and the work of the children on the 
walls. Lots of learning was taking place in all the classrooms and the children read and sang beautifully for their harvest 
celebration. Parents were in the audience and some could have been pupils in the classes when I was there! The 
children sang one particular song which touched my heart. It was called  

 
"The Harvest of Love" 

 
An empty bowl, a crying child, a mother filled with dread  

An empty cup, a scorching sun, a dried up river bed. 
We must be aware and show that we care 

 So let's work together in this world we share 
 Let's learn how to give, to help others live  

And reap the harvest of love 

Afterwards, the head teacher invited me to go back on another day and do some teaching, not specifically literacy 
teaching in speaking and listening, reading and writing, but he wanted to give the children a chance to learn about how 
other children live, especially the children in Dominica.  
"Maybe we can sing some Caribbean songs and cook a Dominican meal and write letters and send parcels"' he said. 
 "Wow!" I said and nodded in agreement. "Thank you!" 
 
Thanks also to all those people, who provide meals in Dominican schools for underprivileged children and for all the 
books and pencils and stationery sent to show-me-wow for me to pass on to children and teachers there, a true harvest 
of love! 
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________ 
September 30th 2010 



 

Wow!  
You have shown me wow again!  

 
This month had the highest number of visitors to the  

www.show-me-wow.com  
site EVER and, just as the clock moves us into October, 

 the number of visitors for September hits   
2,277! 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
September 13th 2010  



Out of those seats and changing places  
 
In England, the children are back to school and dressed in the autumn version of their school uniforms. Mornings and 
nights are chillier and teachers are taking advantage of the last of the not-too cold days, in order to get children out and 
about.  
I have been staying in London and seeing school parties in and around the Tate Gallery, the Houses of Parliament, 
Shakespeare's reconstructed Globe Theatre. 
This all links with a link Adam sent me today. Children learn more efficiently, and there is less forgetting, if they have 
opportunities to move away every now and then from that same old seat in that same old classroom. How lucky are the 
teachers who do not have to fit this in with the Autumn rush that happens in cooler climates like London. Sun all the year 
round? Then even more opportunities for getting out of those seats and changing  places...a welcome change for the 
teachers as well as those glued-to-their-seats students, and so educationally sound these experts say. Well we knew that 
didn't we? We just need a push now and then to remind us! 
 
Adam's recommended link : 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/07/health/views/07mind.html?_r=1 
 
 
 



 ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
August 25th 2010 

Train Mums and Bus Mums 
  
I sat near to a family on a two hour train journey from the north of England to London. The children were about 6 and 8 
years old. The parents were calm and had brought quiet games to play and fruit and biscuits to eat and fresh juice to 
drink. They talked quietly to the children and they all enjoyed sharing what they could see from the train window. It was a 
relaxed journey and though tired at the end, the family was calm and ready to go on to the next part of their trip. 
 A few days later I sat near a family waiting for a bus to take them into town. The mother was on edge, 
"Jack, put your jumper back on!" Jack did not!  
"Jack if you don't put that jumper on I'll take you back home" Jack knew she would not! 
"Jack do not open those sweets now or you will spill them!" 
 Jack opened the sweets and drank the fizzy drink, which no doubt hyped him up even more. 
"Jack I have told you lots of times to put your jumper back on. Now stand still" Jack disappeared into the sweet shop 
saying, 
"I'll be just ten seconds!" 
  
I imagined the two mothers as teachers in a classroom situation, both tired at the end of the day, but one calm and 
looking forward to tomorrow and the other completely frazzled and dreading the next day ..just like the two teachers on 
my Classroom Management page!. 
  
And all I could think was POOR JACK! 
  
 
Click here for page on Classroom Management 
  

 
August 29th 2010 
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Reminders of France 

 
  

I am in France having met up with my son Adam in Toulouse, to then drive up into the French Pyrennees, back to the 
little village in the mountains where I used to live and where I set the story designed to be used for a drama lesson in 
French, and referred to lower down this blog page. The scenery is spectacular, the village every inch what you would 
imagine in rural France in sights, sounds, smells and, at this time, in the excitement of Le Tour de France international 
cycle race about to pass nearby. My made up tale is a simple story but encompasses the everyday words the actors can 
practice ready for if  they ever go to such a spot. Well they would not only need to be able to say Hello, but would need to 
buy bread and cheese and wine and the wonderful apple pie you can buy at the epicerie there. They might even watch 
the professional cyclists and shout, with the crowd, 'Allez allez!" And if they can't go, the teacher can always recreate this 
village and cycle race in the classroom. It is good fun, as it should be, whichever way they get there! 
  

 

http://show-me-wow.com/Storyfordrama.aspx


Click here for the French Story for Drama 
  

 
 

  
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
______ 
 August 24th 2010 
  

Sweet Perfume! 
  

One evening recently, I sat in awe in an English country pub, chatting to Geoffrey, a young, enthusiastic and professional 
archeologist. I apologized for being so keen to hear about his work when he was trying to have a leisurely drink after his 
day's work! 

http://show-me-wow.com/Storyfordrama.aspx


"Oh that's OK. Everyone asks me, especially about what has been my best find so far. They imagine jeweled crowns....... 
or silver cups.......... 
                                       or golden pots, 

.....but it wasn't that!" 
 
Then he described his uncovering of some Roman posts that had once supported a bridge across a nearby river. The 
team had dug down into the solid and airless clay to reveal more of the posts and, at last, the time had come to lift them 
out. These posts had been buried with whatever the Romans felt would preserve them, including oil and fat. For only 
three seconds immediately after the posts had been sucked from the clay, Geoffrey had been able to take in the air and 
smells of the very day, all those hundreds of years ago, when the posts were hammered into their foundations. For just 
three seconds he was at that riverside, visiting all the Roman goings on as if it were now. 
Ask the rich perfume makers of the world and they will tell you that smells are so evocative for everyone of their 
customers. Ask me and I will tell you that smells can be evocative for children too. My idea in my Creative Writing section 
recalls the time when I took matchboxes each containing a small amount of coffee, or curry, or bleach, or mixed spice or 
whatever I could find, into the classroom. The children took turns to choose a box and have a sniff. (Unlike Geoffrey, they 
had more than three seconds to savour the moment!) Then they had chatting and thinking time before writing. Everyone 
agreed the quality of their finished creative writing from this stimulus was sweet perfume! 
  



...........Oh and back to that English country pub, I raise my glass and say   
 

"Cheers Geoffrey for sharing that Roman post story with me!" 
  
 
For page on Creative Writing click here 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ 
July 22nd 2010 
  

 
  

Two passionate ladies taking education outside the box. 
  
It was my son who sent me the TED link (I love TED talks) about Kiran Bir Seth, who has been groundbreaking 
at Riverside School in  Amedabad in India, teaching young students life's most valuable lesson, "I can!"  Her students 
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take local issues into their own hands, lead other young people, even educate their parents. It is inspiring to watch her 
enthusiasm as she talks about her passion and the wonderful results. The link ishttp://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/745   I'd 
love to meet her and I thank her for her emailed to me compliments about the show-me-wow site. 
  
But the second passionate lady I was able to meet, and only recently too, and another ground-breaker is Sue Humphries, 
a retired Head Teacher of an English school, where her vision has also been to think outside the box, by looking outside 
the school building and creating wonderfully tactile, imaginative and magical spaces within the school grounds to 
encourage sensitivities to nature, to shapes and forms with woodland paths and tree houses and standing stones..an 
area where children are never told "Don't touch!", but where they are encouraged to experience and learn with all their 
senses. www.forthenvironment.org/susan_humphries   
  
Sue appears as a quietly, contemplative listener and thinker, as she leads you through this outside learning space, so 
you can take in all these experiences yourself. Kiran is young and bubbly and full of vitality, selling her ideas with her 
enthusiastic voice, her hands and her sparkling eyes and smile.Two passionate ladies taking education outside the box 
and what treasures they are! Being in England at the moment, I am thinking of how very much I would like to invite them 
both together to tea! 
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________ 
July 19th 2010 

 
  

http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/745
http://www.forthenvironment.org/susan_humphries


I adapted this from a  rhyme I saw pinned up in an English classroom I recently visited. Maybe it would be good in your 
classroom. 

Don't keep using said! 
  

 Try whispered or stuttered or stammered or yelled 
 Uttered or laughed, giggled  or howled 

 Use screamed, shrieked, cheered or moaned, 
Try whimpered, whined, sobbed or groaned 

 Or whooped or screeched or snorted or sighed 
 Chanted or hummed, bellowed or cried, 

 Use questioned or answered or gossiped or pined 
Grunted or growled, snivelled or whined 

Or raved, wailed, drawled or nattered 
Or  snarled, exclaimed, ranted or chattered 

 But please don't keep using said  
  
  
  

So students, use interesting words much more 
....then I believe your marks will soar! 

  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
July 17th 2010 
  



 
  

Now back in England, I have just enjoyed a superb production of "The Wizard of Oz" by a local primary school. The 
production was imaginative and inspiring, the acting was fresh and fun, the music delightful and the costumes and sets 
vivid and colourful, altogether a successful event in very many ways and loads of learning going on. 
  
The story is of Dorothy and her little dog, who get caught up and swirled around in a tornado, landing in Oz, where they 
find a scarecrow who needs a brain, a tin man who needs a heart and a lion who needs courage. 
  
I was thinking of the lion and how much courage teachers need to make changes to their classroom routines and to their 
teaching styles. It's even harder at the end of term when you are tired. But things will be fresher come September so 
come on, be that lion and get that courage, easy for you as you already have the heart and the brain! 
  
Changes can often mean greater success for less effort... and, unlike that lion, you don't need the Wizard of Oz to make 
it happen, and you don't even need to go to Oz to get the ideas, because there are so many on this website! 
  



 
  
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 July 1st 2010 
  



 



Stories in windows 
  

The stained glass windows in Freiburg church are breathtaking in their jeweled colours and masterful depictions of Biblical stories and local 
legends. As I settled today on a wooden pew there, the sunlight is bursting through  them, dappling the black and white checked stone floors. I 
try to make out the stories of each pane in these windows that were put together all those hundreds of years ago in order to illustrate the Bible to 
people who did not read. 
I glance, I study. I start to understand and my interest is fired, but I reach a point where I want to know more and I am searching for answers to 
some of the details. I can’t find them, my interest starts to wane, my mind loses its thirst to study and I glance away. 
I needed somebody to intervene at that crucial point to keep me going and I thought of teachers in schools who proudly hang up a new chart, 
introduce it and then forget to do that intervention to make it come alive again. The student loses his thirst to study and glances away! 
If you want to get the most out of your work and your students’ work, then making your walls work and making your charts work is essential. 
But me? I think I’ll go back to those windows again this afternoon and have another look, just to fire up my inquisitiveness. You never know! 
Hopefully I might find some good teacher to give me some answers! 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
June 28th 2010 

 
School's Out! 

  



German lunchtime and children are streaming out of school with a more than normal enthusiasm. The sun is hot and the scene is a market place, 
immaculate with huge houses that look as if they are made of gingerbread., each one a different colour and each festooned with brimming-over 
flower boxes at their gleaming windows. 
  
The older students hurry past me, noisy with their chatter. My eyes follow them and I wish I could understand what they are saying. But no 
need, for the sign on the back of their T shirts tells me what it is all about:. 
  

Ten years of siesta and now fiesta! 
  
Ah ha, school leavers, but surely not ten years of siesta , though I wish them joy in their fiesta! 
June 25th 2010 

 
  

Genetic bookworms!...Adam’s book titles 
  
Though I am a minimalist in the way I have set up my home, and though my son is the opposite, we both like to collect books and  fill shelves… 
and then more! 



So when visiting Adam in his home in Germany this month, I found myself scanning his book collections, eliminating those titles written in 
German, as sadly  I do not have the talent to read those, but letting my eye run along the spines searching for some fiction to enjoy or something 
to do with schools. Now, although Adam is a teacher of sorts, he is not a school teacher, yet my eyes make me smile as I read some titles which 
could, (though don’t) contain school ditties 
  
I found, 
  

"The Pursuit of Wow!" ...well that's appropriate to this website, and, 
"Think better" 

"The imagineering way" 
"Give me time!" 

"Hug Your Customers" 
The Art of Innovation" 

"Exhibition Design" 
 "The Big Book of Humorous Training Games" 

  
and finally, and yes this title really was there on Adam's shelf too... 

  
"Where's your WOW?" 

  
(Adam's website is www.workplayexperience.com ) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
4th June 2010 

http://www.workplayexperience.com/


 
  

P's and Q's 
  

I am told that the expression P's and Q's is short for pleases and thank yous and I am thinking of this as here, after my flight to England, I am 
relaxing and keeping my elderly Mum company. I am watching the local television news programme. It's about a nearby school. 



Now we in Dominica like to welcome tourists and we rely on them to help our economy, but many of us living on this beautiful island know that 
our customer services skills could be better. Politicians and local businesses are working on the nuts and bolts of improving things so that 
visitors really notice how we truly appreciate them coming. We know that on-going training is needed in general, but we also know that manners 
and politeness can often best be started in the classroom. 
My English television news programme shows a local school where they are having "Etiquette Week". The children had lessons and practices 
in good manners the week before and then their "Etiquette Week" was formally launched with encouragement in future weeks to keep up the 
good work. 
For my part, I should be sad to see retailers as etiquettely programmed automatons, but it is good to see how you don't have to be shy about 
being polite. So what about planning an "Etiquette Week" in schools no matter where you are? It would certainly put a shine on everyday living 
and I think it is a lovely idea.  
  
Please think about it. Have a good day and thank you for reading this!  
  
____________________________________________________________________________________________  

  
June 23rd 2010 

 
                       .....From London  to Germany. 

  



London City Airport, a smaller-than-the-others-by-far airport, as you would expect from somewhere within a city. I sit in the Departures 
Lounge  between rows of travelers all framed by shops selling expensive perfumes and souvenir knick knacks, and everywhere festooned with 
notices, so many that everyone scans for what they need and ignores the rest. Isn’t it wonderful how brains can do this? 
“Departure Desk”, 
 “Toilets” 
 “Gate 3”. 
What a challenge the advertisers have to compete with what they want us to notice and at huge expense for the rental space too! So they employ 
different fonts, different colour schemes, different symbols, high powered intellect, all to get the attention on what they want travelers to read. 
  
Many children find scanning an overloaded chalkboard a huge challenge and teachers do not have the skills to employ those expensive strategies 
that advertisers use at London City Airport…But teachers do have dusters, and occasionally have different coloured chalk, so help those would-
be scanners in the classroom to find what they want on the chalk board by 
1) avoiding overloading with masses of white words, 
2) drawing quick pictures and/or diagrams as a focal point, (and it really doesn't matter if you feel you can't draw! Just do it!)  
3) using different coloured chalks, if you have them. 
  
You’ll teach those children to scan and then, who knows? In the future they really will be well prepared to cope with all those words 
atLondon City Airport! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
May 23rd 2010 
  



 
A golden garland and a flowery garland... 

  



Two days until the eleven year olds in Dominican take their Common Entrance Examination and much hustle and bustle 
and last minute tips are in evidence in classes as children work on their own individual weaknesses to try to push up final 
scores in Maths, Language Arts, Science and Social Studies. 
But the common complaint from teachers of this age group from the many schools I now know quite well is that the 
children are weak in comprehension and that there is a lot of work to do to get them to avoid grammatical errors in their 
written work. 
 "Stories!" I shout. I am amazed at how little story reading and story telling is done in these schools. I am told that many 
teachers are too shy to feel comfortable in this area, even though stories are the most wonderful and most natural way to 
learn...(I am beginning to feel I have written this before somewhere on this BLOG! Forgive me!) 
Stories help children to develop a visual memory and that is a huge bonus when they are doing comprehension work. 
And we don't all speak as grammatically correctly as we are expected to write..(especially for Common Entrance) yet, by 
regularly exposing the children to the grammatically correct language of good authors, the children learn correct grammar 
without even realising it. There is a wealth of stories to read or to tell and to have fun with. I love the expression which 
was emailed to me this morning from a visitor to this website. He teaches very young children in Nepal. 
  
"Yes, we do have stories and I think that I am what I am now, due to the stories that I could hear from my granny. I am retelling 
these stories to my kids now. Every folk story here ends with: “A golden garland to the listeners and a flowery garland to the story 
tellers, may this story reach up to heaven and come back again when it is to be narrated”. I love to listen and tell the stories. They 
are the source of our living!" 

C.T. (Nepal) 
 Wow! 

 
May 2nd 2010 
  



 



  
Just sitting at the roadside, Miss!  

  
A few days ago I took a two hour journey to the north of the island to visit a secondary school. A timetable had been 
prepared for me to visit each English class followed by a debriefing for all the members of that department when school 
closed at 1 p.m. 
It happened that one class had gone out on a trip leaving three boys behind. They were 16 years old, and I invited two 
teachers to silently observe as I worked with these boys who were bright, interested and well mannered, but poor 
readers. I talked with the boys about how that feels. Two of the boys explained and their words were very moving. The 
third boy said very little, content enough to listen, but seeming to me to be verbally lacking in confidence. I asked the 
boys about their hobbies. One said "Cricket Miss!" The second said "Basketball Miss" I made him stand up to see if he 
were tall enough to be a champion. He stretched out his arms and I stood under one. We laughed! He was tall enough! 
But the third boy remained silent. Head down, he said he had no hobbies..just spent his time "just sitting at the roadside 
watching". I dragged him to the blackboard and teased one statement after another out of him, saying as little as 
possible, just looking at him so he knew I expected more. I wrote his words on the board as he spoke. 

  
I just sit at the roadside Miss 

 And I watch Miss. 
I see society Miss, 

The good and the bad Miss 
The bad? The fighting and drug dealing Miss 

 The good? The going to church and the making families Miss  
I just sit at the roadside Miss 

 And I watch Miss. 
  

He smiled as I said 'Wow!" I got him to stand back as I performed his poem. He said he had never done anything so well 
before. You could tell by his face that he meant that and that he was proud. And all he thought he was doing was sitting 
at the roadside and watching, but he was doing so much learning and I loved his mellowness of heart. His two friends 
burst into spontaneous applause and so did the two silent teachers. This is the reward in teaching, not big pay packets, 
but experiencing magic moments like this! 



  
Recommended book "I am a Pencil" by Sam Swope, who writes whilst students dictate. 

 
1st May 2010. 

Rabbits do multiply a lot! 
  

 
  

I have been back in the classroom with a Grade 2 and on my own, re experiencing the things teachers feel everyday. It 
has been exhausting and stimulating and I still get a thrill when a child comes out with an expression or description that is 
original and charming. (You can tell they have done no boring exercises off the blackboard with me in the room!) 
In Dominica, the children have not been over exposed to reading lots of books, so their own creative writing does not 
come so much second-hand, but from within them and that is what gives me such pleasure and such inspiration.. We 
used a thematic approach (of course), centred around "The Tale of Peter Rabbit" by Beatrix Potter. The classroom is now 
full of rabbits, and multiplication...well rabbits do multiply a lot! The Maths lessons were to do with multiplication sums 
about the rows of carrot, cabbage and lettuce plants in Mr Mc Gregor's garden. I made up sums and the children made 
up sums for each other. They loved doing that, and they made sure they knew the correct answer! We sang songs of 
Peter Rabbit and not only dramatised the story, but continued it with Mr and Mrs Mcgregor sitting at their supper table 
disgussing what to do about the rabbits stealing their vegetables. That was when the creativity and originality came in. 



When dramatising the story, the children were almost rewriting the book verbatum, but at the supper table it was all their 
own words in their own order. It was charming. 
Such were the words in an email I recently received from a visitor to this website. How I admire his creativity with 
language. It too is charming. English is not his first language, but he speaks with the same spirit doesn't he? He writes, 
  
"I have managed to conduct the class through Playway Method based on Thematic Approach. I am glad that the result is 

very more satisfactory than that of traditional method:to dictate with chalk and duster and to role play as a politician 
giving unceasing lecture." 

  
Thank you to this teacher and best wishes from show-me-wow. I am so glad you find the website helpful. 

 
 Click here for page on Thematic Approach to learning 

 
27th March 2010 

  

http://show-me-wow.com/themedapproach.aspx


 
  
  
  

 



  
A learning  trip tip 

  
End of term and teachers are busy marking exam papers and writing reports and some teachers are gloomy. 
"Their marks are so disappointing!" 
"I thought they knew all this!" 
"They didn't bother to learn it!" 
"They didn't remember all the notes I gave them!" 
"We spent a lot of time on the chalkboard going over and over this and they still didn't remember!" 
  
The lists of scores are completed, the reports ready to hand out and an end of term school trip is next on the school 
schedule, nothing expensive, somewhere near, but an opportunity to break away from the daily routine, to change the 
scene, to see things in a different way, to explore and discover and discuss, to learn through the senses and to have fun. 
  
The teachers who were gloomy about the exam results are enjoying the day too. A break from the chalk and talk routine 
and from all those hours of marking exam papers and report writing. They watch the children and smile and say, 
"They remember experiences like this all their lives. They never forget them you know!" 
Well they know this and I know this and you know this, so why do we not take advantage of knowing this and employ 
some of the end of term trip techniques when planning lessons? A break from routine, a change of scene, an opportunity 
to see things in a different way, to explore, discover and discuss, to learn through the senses and to have fun. Maybe 
those gloomy teachers would find that more creative lessons inspire children to remember, just like a school trip inspires 
children to remember. 
. 



 
  

 
Click here for page on Teaching and Learning Principles 

  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
20th March 2010. 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx


 
  

Wine and snails! 
  

French Day at a local primary school and I was asked to tell a story. I agreed, imagining a small group of children in a classroom corner, but it 
turned out it was to be the whole school and out on the playground. A big pagoda was to be put up for the children to sit under and invited 
guests would be on "stage" from 9.30 'til 12 noon and it was to be televised. Oh and I had the last slot, by which time the children would be fed 
up, tired and probably naughty.They would have had enough, for it was hot under that pagoda. 
So action stations and no cosy story. It had to be much more visual, if it was to have any chance whatever of success. You have to change your 
style according to your audience, timing and venue, so I did! I set to to make lots of props and invited a friend, who also moved here from 
France, to help with the acting. I have some very kind friends! So, with my basket of several packages, each wrapped in white paper and labelled 
with red and blue ink to look like French bread (du pain), and French cheese (du fromage) and apple tart, (la tarte aux pommes) wine, (du vin)  a 
banana (une banane) and a tin of snails ("Yuck!" said the children to les escargots). We just got on and acted it. The audience loved it. It was 
fun! 
  



Next day, at another school,  teachers and children said “We saw you on the television!" I had forgotten that camera! Fortunately they showed 
me sitting on the stage whilst someone was giving a talk, saying how I was involved in training some teachers of French on the island. Thank 
goodness they didn’t show the bit with me fooling around with the wine and snails! 
But the story was well received and can easily be acted to, so today I put it on the French page on this site in case anyone might like to try it out. 
  

 Click here for French story to act to 
 

18th March 2010 

  
  

It's hard to be formal for long in Dominica! 
  
Well today I stayed in bed thinking I would keep away from school for a rest, but then, I changed my mind! I got ready, 
but in such a dash that I did not have everything just as I wanted, like I forgot my sunglasses, did not pack my pencil case 
etc. etc. 
So, with me turning up unexpectedly and the school being short staffed, I volunteered to invigilate a grade 6 

http://show-me-wow.com/Storyfordrama.aspx


exam. Entering their classroom, the children were ready with their desks in lines. They nearly always quietly cheer when I 
go in their room, so I had to go in with a finger on my lips to keep them in the formal mood. I put on my formal face, (but 
not my frightening one as I am still working on that!) and I told them the way we were going to do the exam. I kept every 
minute formal, told them they were to make no eye contact with anyone, they would be given their papers upside down 
and were not to touch them until I said so, told them I would write on the board "Time started" and "Time ended". Having 
said all this, I dramatically studied the clock to start on the dot, when I said, 

  
 "Turn your papers over and begin"  

  
It went well for the first 15 minutes as I formally sat behind them or quietly walked up and down the rows. Then a boy put 
his hand up. I walked slowly over to him, leaned over his desk and put my ear near his mouth to hear his whispered 
query. This is sometimes hard for me, as accents can be quite difficult, so I took a while. But during this time I could feel 
something touching my foot! I tried to concentrate on the boy's query and, without moving, looked down. The girl opposite 
the boy had noticed I had not completed buckling my sandal and so she was on the floor doing it for me! How could I not 
smile at the informality? She finished, I just nodded a thanks and went back on patrol, trying to stifle a chuckle! I love 
these children!   

 
4th March 2010 



  
  
The teachers are amazed and stand wide eyed and open mouthed as the boys, (including, would you believe, the football 
team) are running to the library in every free break time, trying to be first in the queue! Free ice cream? No! Someone 
giving out dollar bills? No! 
  



The reason is ..................................COMICS!  
  
A kind donor responded to the request on my wish list on the How can you help page of this show-me-wow website and 
sent 40 comics for boys. I put up a display in which I included a Spiderman suit borrowed from the five year old next door 
and, with a poster on the Library door saying 
  

Spiderman, Batman, and Superman 

are in the Library today, 
  
the word soon got round. 
And the girls? They are enjoying  the quieter and more peaceful break times, as the boys get lost in their reading 
adventures. And the football team and their lack of practice? Well they had two matches and won 8. 1 in the first and 12. 
1 in the second. It seems everyone is happy, so I send a special "Thank you" to the donors..oh and another 
special "Thank you"  to the boy who kindly loaned the Spiderman suit. 
  

 
2nd March 2010 

http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx


 
  

A different  view 
  
It's been a week of glasses. It started with the tiny screw in the side of my specs coming out and the lense plopping onto 
the concrete classroom floor, fortunately not breaking. They are the style of glasses worn by most old fashioned 



teachers, ones with half lenses, so you look over the top at the children in class and look down through the lenses to get 
a different view as you read a book. It started me thinking about screening children for eye sight problems and how we 
stand a child so many feet from a chart and ask them to read the letters. But this tells only how well they see from that 
distance, but not how they see when trying to read!  For this they might need a different view. 
In one class I was visiting one day this week, the children were busy at their reading and writing, but one, ten year old 
child intrigued me, particularly in the way she was holding her head. I took her out to test her and found she was reading 
at a level three years below her chronological age. I happened to have with me, several pairs of glasses that you can buy 
over the counter, reading glasses that magnify, but have no prescription lenses in them. A donor had thought they might 
be useful and so sent them to me. I offered the girl the ones with the least magnification to try. She put them on, looked 
at the text and her face lit up with a smile. I tested her again with a parallel reading test. Wearing these glasses, she 
scored 3 months above her chronological age! What a difference! She went back to class confidently wearing the 
borrowed glasses and with a note to take home. Maybe she will need prescription lenses, but if not, what a difference a 
$20 E.C., or £4 or about $7 U.S. can make to her learning!. She was reading functioning three years behind without the 
glasses and three months ahead with them. I imagined the delight of the donor. 
Well, my lens is still out of my school ma'am glasses and without them, there is no chance of me being able to see that 
tiny screw that is somewhere on the concrete classroom floor. Never mind, I am happy that the young girl will now start to 
flourish with her different view. Maybe she's the one who'll see that tiny screw! 

 
5th February 2010 
  



 
  

Sewing and Slogans 
  

The old apron I wear for messy jobs at school was really past it's best and no longer Caribbean appropriate with its 
message written boldly on the front "An apple for the teacher!" So out with the sewing machine and whilst it chugged 
down the seams, I was composing my new apron message. The sewing finished, I wrote on the apron front and in 
permanent pen. 
  

"Good teachers never stop learning!" 
  

Well they don't do they? They question and assess and evaluate their teaching style and strive to improve. And good 
teachers don't stop children learning either. Take an example this week. 
A one-day visitor, an exceptional music teacher, enthused and inspired a group of new-to-him Grade 5 and 6 boys until 
they sang like a wonderful choir and proudly performed their newly learned canons outside the Principal's Office with the 
visitor conducting. How sad they were at the end of the day, to say a goodbye to him.  
Next day, in Assembly, the Principal called the boys to the front to sing their songs to the whole school.  But where was 
their yesterday conductor? There were murmurs and whispers as the boys could not make a start. Their delay could have 
been a prompt for the Principal to congratulate them and tell them to go back to their places! But this Principal is a good 



teacher! And what do good teachers do? They never stop learning, never stop learning themselves and never stop the 
children learning. She quietly stood back with a grin of encouragement and the School took her role and waited patiently 
too. The boys took a while, but soon one boy stood in front and divided the group in two for their two part canon. This boy 
returned to his place, but there was another silent delay! The Principal remained as she was. Another boy leaned 
forward, said "One , two three" and the choir started on cue and sang beautifully. This Principal was encouraging the 
learning rather than stopping it. You see, as a good teacher, she never stops learning! 
It's just as my apron says, so I think she deserves one too don't you? 

 
31st January 2010 

 
  

Newsflash! 
Show -me-Wow! is certainly feeling Wow today. Over the last twelve months the number of visitors has crept up month 
by month, and today reached a new target, now averaging more than 1,000 visitors a month.  
Two friends of mine, who run a super website for their charity "Hands Across the Sea", (please look at it as this husband 
and wife couple do wonderful work for schools in Dominica) congratulated me on the news of the steadily increasing 
number of visitors to the www.show-me-wow site saying, 

http://www.show-me-wow/


  
  

Hi Chris, 
Congrats on your site hits, that is really good. Your site has a lot of energy and enthusiasm. The challenge for all of us with websites is to somehow convert 
the lookers into doers. The e-mail newsletter has been a good tool for us. 
Cheers, TL 
 
  
I wonder how many onlookers to Show-me-Wow! have been converted from "lookers into doers."? Well, when visiting schools, I recognise many changes in teaching styles 
and classroom management, changes that are Show-me-Wow instigated to improve teaching and learning. And those other visitors, who are not teachers on the island of 
Dominica, are certainly generous "doers" in supporting schools here with gifts of supplies and with their good wishes and practical help. I'd love some feed back 
from anyone who reads the site, to let me know what they think, whether they are lookers or doers! And good luck and thanks to Tom and Harriet Linskey of "Hands Across 
the Sea", as they are doing an amazing job for Dominica and are a lovely couple to work with here. 
  

 Click here for www.handsacrossthesea.net 
 

30th January 2010 
  

Boys' Week! 
  

http://www.handsacrossthesea.net/


 
  
I arrive at Grade 5 classroom to find the teacher is delayed, and the schedule is running late. I rustle up the situation 
to get the students ready for their first lesson. But a lone child, much smaller than Grade 5, is standing in the door frame 
with a thin book in his hand. My look at him says "Did you want something?" "Please Miss I have come to read." In my 
scrabbling to start the day I had forgotten! 



The class is silent, I stand behind the little boy, my hands on his shoulders ready to prompt him should he need it. I can 
feel his heart beating with excitement and fear. The class gives him their full attention and he reads steadily to them. His 
look of pride is all over him as they clap him and he leaves to find another class to read to. I get back to the day, but as I 
turn my head....a lone child, smaller than Grade 5 is standing in the door frame, another boy holding a thin book 
expectantly waiting to read "to the big ones!" 
The start of the day is delayed, but the learning that has gone on is golden! 
It's Boys' Week in Dominica and this is just one of the activities that has been going on in one school. There have been 
visiting speakers talking to just the boys, a church leader, a policeman; the boys were encouraged to bring in their 
carboulliet, their hand made lorries that have a pole leading up from the axles, and are steered by a simple pulley in the 
boy's hand. What fun they were parading round the playground from the simplest ones with wobbly bottle top wheels, to 
one that was so intricate it even had working headlights. And the Thursday Boys' Talent Show was amazing, with 
drumming and a solo "Lionel Richie" singing and even an Elvis tune somewhere. 
And the girls? They enjoyed sharing some of it with the boys, but when the boys left them to go to one of the Boy Talks, 
they just enjoyed the peace and quiet and Grade 5 girls got lost in the pages of Michael Morpurgo books."A male author 
Miss and it is Boys' Week!" 
And what did one teacher say to me? "Chris, the girls say that you said they will probably have a Girls' Week and it will be 
far better than the Boys' Week and the boys won't be able to moan as they will already have had their week!" Did I say 
that? Does that sound like me? Oh dear! 

 
21st January 2010 



 
  

Perfect Harmony 
  
In Dominica it is a special H.F.L.E. week next week and I am told this is Health and Family Life Education. It's strange 
how titles change as the years roll. Schools here are to focus on boys and so one school has decided to call their week, 
simply "Boys' Week" 
Today the Principal of this school announced the forthcoming event and said boys would be taking all the Assemblies for 
the week and there would be lots of other activities. Some men would come in to give talks and "Mrs Lawrence will do a 
special display in the library", so "everyone must make sure they come to school and did not miss any of it". 
The girls echoed my misgivings about focusing on boys with straight faces and a near silent groan!  
"Well you wouldn't want to stay at home and miss it would you girls?"  
asked the Principal, expecting a supporting shake of the young female heads. 
"Yes Miss" they nodded and chanted in unison! 
She was very surprised at their response, needed their support and so immediately said, 
 "But you have to come. The boys are going to do everything and if you are not here they just won't be able to manage! 



  
It's amazing how some Principals have the skills to say just the right words to win the students over. The girls gave a nod 
of agreement and the boys a silent shoulder shrug with a smile of acceptance. Ahhh, perfect harmony! 

 
15th January 2010 
  

 
  

Into cupboards! 
Well, with such a long break since writing here, you could have thought I'd been hiding in cupboards, but I have actually 
done 9 weeks full-time in schools, so I've been rather busy! But wait, I have been in cupboards! 
Take this week for example. A school in the north of the island where, as is common here, several classes share one 
large space that is divided by free standing chalk boards. This alone has its difficulties, but add to that the fact that this 
big space is frequently used for public meetings of all sorts, and you can imagine any charts or wall displays of children's 
work takes abuse as well as extra wear and tear. But the inside of the cupboard is safe! We cleared out the rubbish, 
paper or cloth covered the dreary shelves, used the top shelf for teacher books and the lower shelves for children's story 



books, neatly arranged and some facing forwards. We used the inside of the open doors for displaying children's work, 
because the cupboard is left wide open all day with seats round it to complete this Book Nook. A little table, or stout box 
covered in a cloth and the children are ready to enjoy their own special reading space. The class librarians close and 
safely lock the cupboard at the end of every school day. 
This done, one delighted teacher looked at a second cupboard, thin and sad looking and sighed. It had to house the 
broom and cleaning things that several classes shared. I immediately thought of that wonderful book "The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe" by C.S. Lewis. To the class, I read the part of the story where Lucy goes into the wardrobe and feels 
the fur coats which start to feel prickly like fir trees, and the moth balls under her feet which are not mothballs but snow! 
She is in Narnia! The children were fledged with the idea, they are writing and illustrating their own stories for where the 
back of their broom cupboard will lead to and these will be mounted on bright coloured paper onto the outside of the 
cupboard to brighten it up. So, in this class at least, it has not been just me into the cupboard, but, in their minds, the 
children too! It's funny how cupboards can be looked at in all sorts of ways and these latest ones are now certainly looked 
at with a smile! 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
12th December 2009 
  

Pre School politics! 
  

 So there I was, working with a very young teacher and her class of three year olds, having explained the value of taking 
a theme and developing it to accelerate learning. We chose the colour red for the theme. She had a bowl of red objects 
to show the children, asking them the colour of each object. I took in an empty red plastic medicine bottle for them to look 
through and see the classroom all red. We spread out the red objects round the room and, in a crocodile line, danced 
around looking for and standing by objects that were red. They were each given a red crayon and drew those red objects 
and coloured them and then, as they finished and with red paint, they made butterflies. We ended the day with a story of 
Santa and him putting on his red trousers and red jacket with a red hood. 
  



 
  
As the children were ready to go home, I picked up a red plastic pepper pot and asked one little bright-eyed boy what 
colour it was. He smiled in confidence and answered 
"Blue!" 
Well maybe the thematic approach does not work so well for some children! 
  
Now the island of Dominica is festooned with red and blue flags for the election next week. I sincerely hope, whether it's 
red or blue, the colour that is best for Dominica, will be the one that is chosen. 

 
11th December 2009 



 
  

From the heart! 
  

I have been working with Language Arts classes of Grades 4, 5 and 6, focusing on Creative Writing and especially on 
improving each child's writing style. So I told them not to keep to the simple words they could spell, but to be brave and 
try more interesting words. And we chanted my rhythmic tip to remember to consider including, 
  
"What you see, what you hear, what you smell, what you taste, what you feel on your skin and what you feel in 
your heart." 
  
The children swing their bodies to this and whisper it, or say it in a deep voice or any other way to make it fun and to 
make it stick in their memories. I explained that probably the hardest line  to write was "what you feel in your heart", so I 



challenged them to try to respond to that line somewhere in their writing, to write about what they feel in their heart. Little 
did I expect the home made envelope that was pushed into my hand sometime later. Inside it was a sheet of paper on 
which was written, in the wobbly writing of a not exactly top of the class, nine year old called Tafari, 

  
miss Laurance your teaching 

is a wonder that shines my star  
that makes my heart go  

beep beep 
beep 

   
There's nothing else to say is there? 
  
 

Click here for page on Creative Writing 
 

 
17th November 2009 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx


 
  

It's snowing in Dominica! 
  

From out of a big box in a Grade One classroom, came all the parts to make a cardboard igloo, and so it was 
excitedly fastened together and has become a popular nest for two or three small children to snuggle into and to get lost 
in the pages of a reading book, from a box of books all of which have a cold theme, like snow, icicles, frost and polar 
bears. Some cold weather work-cards have been made for the children using snowy pictures from old Christmas cards 
and they are going to use toilet roll middles and white, black and orange paper to make penguins. 
How fascinated they are to know about cold, as I look from their classroom window at the bright sunshine on the blue 
Caribbean Sea and see the sun's rays beating in on their cardboard igloo! 
Back home from school, I see a covering of white on several of the shrubs in my garden. No I am not imagining it! The 
covering is a spread of white star shaped flowers on a shrub  called "Snow in the mountains". It seems that wherever I go 
at the moment I see "snow" in Dominica! 
I shall be asking show me WOW! donors for more fronts of old Christmas Cards in January, so we can replenish our 
stock for more work-cards. Snowy pictures and any other sorts from greetings cards are so useful to us in schools here in 
sunny..oops sorry... snowy, Dominica! 



  
 

Click here for page on How can you help? 
 

 
14th November 2009. 

 
  

A cosy glow! 
  
Today I have a cosy glow from working with a wonderful young 9 year old, who just cannot read and who has already 
repeated two school years. Yet he is articulate and charming and had such an amazing love of books, which defied 
all negative feelings he had harboured that would normally have put such a child off books for life. When he told me 

http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx


more, my heart was deeply touched. He cried as, in front of his Dad, he tried to explain his inadequacies. I said to him "I 
am going to help you, in the hope that you will be able to do anything when you are grown up". 
"But I can't read!" he whispered. "I thought I would just be an old man on the road!" 
Bit by bit, as he rested his eyes between squinting at text, his feelings came out. 
 "I sometimes get headaches, they take a little while. When watching the board I don't see words good, so if I get it 
wrong, I have to erase it, because I copied the wrong word and the teacher, she put a pen over it!" 
"My eyes burn, like they melt in the heat. I close them to see again. Sometimes it works. My eyes don't like looking at 
stripes.Words start getting smaller at the top and sometimes I see all types of different colours  that hurt my eyes" ".T.V. 
make my eyes funny!" and he swirls his hands round to explain "Out in the sunshine makes me feel dizzy . I just shake it 
and it goes for a bit!". 
I told him I thought his eyes were not working properly, but I knew he had a good brain. 
"Do you now believe that you will read soon?" I asked 
 "Now I believe I am not thick! I believe I am real! God! It's amazing. I think Please God let me learn!" 
I feel sure my new friend is light sensitive (Scotopic Sensitivity Syndrome) and this will be followed up with an 
optometrist  appointment. Today I had a cosy glow, but actually we all did and I wouldn't be surprised if you felt it too! 
  

 Click here for page on dyslexia 
  
 

Click here for page on visual difficulties 
  
 
 

Click here for page on reading skills 
  
 
 

Click here for page on boys' reading 
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12th November 2009 
  

 
  

Poor Comprehension? Well hide the chalk! 
  

I have visited 4 schools this week, so I talk to teachers and principals a lot. We have lots of enjoyable chats and giggles 
and a few moans.  And what is it they bemoan most? Well it is always reading, but truly, the most bemoaned area is the 
children's poor comprehension skills. Oh dear! 
I have also been investigating a man called Daniel Pink, who talks about the two sides of the brain, the left side that deals 
with routine and sequencing and mundane everyday regular stuff and about the right hand side of the brain dealing with 
creativity, with inventiveness, with design, with broader imagination and thinking. 
In so many Dominican schools teachers work really hard on those left hand sides of all those brains, day in day out, but 
the right hand sides are given such a poor deal. So much regular routine chalkboard work and repetitive practicing of 
routine skills for those left hand sides, but not nearly enough drawing and creating and cutting and sticking and designing 
and inventing and model making, display creating and listening to stories for all those right hand sides of all those brains. 
I truly think that that's why those teachers have cause to bemoan the poor quality of their pupil's comprehension skills. 
I think an instant fix would be to have a day in school without chalk, to give those right hand sides of those 
brains..(teacher brains and student brains) a kick start in improving those comprehension skills! Up until now teachers 
have focused on decoding and that's not enough is it? So what about hiding that chalk some days.... or does that defy 
comprehension? 

 
11th November 2009. 



 
The way they see the things they say 
  
I love the fact that language is such a living thing, changing all the time as new words are added and new phrases come 
into fashion. I love the fact that young children have the courage to experiment with words and phrases and to make up 



alternative words, where they are not sure. We all know of children innocently saying in, The Lord's Prayer "Harold be thy 
name" and one young lady of 3 years adapted a hymn line  "all Creation" to sing "all the Asians!" 
I also love it when young children make up words to express themselves and say these words with such confidence, as it 
the words have been in the Oxford Dictionary for centuries. One boy had taken such an age to learn to read and was still 
struggling until I met him and suggested he might need glasses. He did and when he wore them for his first reading 
session afterwards he said "Now those words don't look bluzzy!" Well bluzzy those words obviously were to him, and 
to express it in such a way showed everyone he definitely needed those glasses didn't he? 
But last week I loved another expression of a 6 year old, who was so disappointed when he was told a much looked 
forward trip was canceled. 
"Well that's a wasted excitement!" he said. 
A wasted excitement is what I feel when I see children having lessons that start straight in with the words "Page 27..Read 
the passage and answer the questions on Page 28!" 
Now I don't love that! I think 
"Well that's a wasted excitement!" 

 
31st October 2009 
  

 
 The two days I cried! 

  
Last week I worked with a 10 year old Grade 5 boy, a non reader. He was so good looking and so polite and reminded 
me of my brother and so I told him that my brother did not learn to read quickly, yet always was a clever chap. He just 
didn't catch on with reading so quickly. I explained reading was like learning to swim, one day you are trying and trying 



and you think "This water will never hold me up!" and the next day it does and you can swim. I knew he was really keen 
and knew he was not "thick" as he claimed to be. I told him I was prepared to work with him, but we had to start at the 
very beginning and I asked him if he was prepared to do that. The result was, I worked with him for hours and he clicked! 
He could read and his face showed his pleasure. He was devouring easy to read books and was lost in the concentration 
and the pride. So I asked him to tell me how he felt and he said, " Good and nice and I couldn't read this morning and 
now I can and I want to thank you for helping me" and I cried! 
"See" I said.."you aren't thick! But now you are making me cry!" and he smiled knowing I  cried openly with happiness. 
Then I took him to his class and told them the story, saying it was about a boy who they did not know (and I winked so 
they knew that they did know him) and when I got to the part of the story where I told the boy we would have to "start at 
the very beginning", we all sang the song and everyone smiled! It was a treasure of an experience! 
I spent the next days wondering why he had not learned to read before, but I was also looking forward to my next visit to 
that school so I could do some more work with him. I did not anticipate the outcome. He was not in school. He rarely 
came to school, as was the case with his brothers and sisters. So that was why he could not read! His was a family who 
did not put school attendance high on their priorities list. 
This time I cried inside with sadness! 

 
Click here for page on Reading Skills 

 
 Good teachers always try to go on learning 

  
I thought you would all like to see these photos taken at St Luke's Primary Schools during National Independence 
Celebrations in October.  
  
I try to be a good teacher and I know a good teacher never stops learning, so here I am being taught the steps to the 
traditional Bele dance, by boys from all through the grades. who love to dance too. Sorry I still look like Mary Poppins 
though, but it's hot working dancing on the concrete of that school yard, and the children keep you active, so you need an 
umbrella! 
  
The children look richer than they are. There is a great pride at the school in looking good on this day and the whiteness 
of the shirts is part of that pride.  

http://show-me-wow.com/readingskills.aspx


 
This is what you do with your feet Mrs Chris Lawrence! Heel then toe, then side together side! 

 
On the map of Dominica, I am taught how to point my toe. 

  
And now you must learn what to do with your arms Miss Chris!" "But what about my umbrella Samuel?" 

(Thanks to Samuel's Mum for the photos) 
 

28th October 2009 
  

 
  

There's no business like show business 
  

Have you ever heard a teacher say "Wake up and get on with your work" as a child starts to slouch into the 
uncomfortable wooden classroom chair with fatigue (or dare I say boredom)? Well sometimes children really need to 



sleep, no matter what is going on, especially if they are very small children. I saw an example of this recently and it made 
everyone who was watching smile. 
During the Creole Festival here in Dominica, a little dance troupe was on stage aged from about 7 years to a tiny. They 
were wood nymphs, dancing around the stage, each with a flower in her hair. When the sun came up, they had to tuck 
themselves down on the floor and "sleep", whilst a girl came dancing on with a basket "picking " the flowers. But it took a 
bit longer than was expected, as some of the flowers had been too firmly attached to the hair of those wood nymphs. 
There was some time consuming tugging to be done to "pick" those flowers and when the basket was eventually full, the 
flower picker skipped off stage. The wood nymphs, now alone, had to wake up and dance, which they all did except one. 
The smallest dancer, the really tiny one, really had fallen asleep! Her mum had to come on stage and lift her off!! There 
really is no business like show business... or is there? 
If a child in your class starts to slouch in that uncomfortable wooden classroom chair, take that as a sign that you need to 
change the activity and the tempo of the lesson, or that child really will fall asleep! 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
26th October 2009 



 
  

Little and Large 
Sorry no Blog entries for some time. I have been upside down really, as I have been spending more time out in 
secondary schools and, conversely writing a new web page on Early Years Literacy. This is such an important area in the 
development of literacy skills and there are so many pre school groups on the island of Dominica due, I think, to the fact 
that many mothers work. I hear that courses for pre school leaders are very expensive to attend and so hopefully this 
new web page will help. I should be pleased to know what pre school leaders think of it, so send me your comments so I 
can improve it.  
  
So pre school and secondary school..not so different really. All the same philosophies that learning should be creative 
and fun if it is to be as successful as it needs to be. 
  

Click here to contact Chris Lawrence 
  
 

Click here for new web page Early Years Literacy 
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29th September 2009 

 
Rare as snow comics 

  
I have always given strong support to the value of comics, as one way of encouraging reluctant readers to get lost in 
reading the pages of an albeit comic strip story. Comics appeal to across the age range and across the reading ability 
range, so there is no stigma accompanying them as their might be with say an "easy reader" book. The language of the 
comic is the spoken language, unencumbered by descriptive writing, so the action moves along swiftly and readers, 
especially reluctant boy readers, like that. The pictures give contextual clues, so that helps the reading fluency. The 
stories can be stand alone or can be produced in episodes, so encouraging developing memory skills, if the child is lucky 
enough to have the luxury of the comics in sequential order. Comics give readers opportunities to read a complete text all 
in capital letters, which few books do, and they encourage phonic skills development with their BIFF!    POW!    PZAZZZ!  
Also they don't look like a book!. 
You can tell by this list, that over the years, I have had to stand firm in support of comics as part of a reading 
development package, but check the links below and you'll see that my opinion is now becoming more acceptable and  
for that, I am so glad! 



  
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/26/education/26comics.html?_r=1 
 
and 
 
http://www.boingboing.net/2009/09/24/comics-in-the-classr.html 
  
So with all this, I am hopeful some kind show-me-wow visitor will send us some comics, as they are as rare as snow here 
in Dominica!! 

 
27th September 2009 

 
 News is out! 

  
Dear Dominican Teachers and Principals, 
I hear that the news is out that I have just received a large consignment of school supplies from both the U.K. and the 
U.S.A. and all for distribution to Dominican schools. Visitors to show-me-wow have schemed and planned and 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/26/education/26comics.html?_r=1
http://www.boingboing.net/2009/09/24/comics-in-the-classr.html


generously dug into their pockets to help us. They would call themselves ordinary, everyday folks. I don't know any 
millionaires! They trust me to deliver their gifts to schools who will look after and be thankful for what they, as donors, 
have willingly gone to a lot of trouble to provide and then send. 
  
So 
1) If you are a school who hoarded such books in a  box so the children can't use them,  
"We didn't put them out in case the children tear them Chris!", I assume you did not need such supplies and so do not 
need more! 
and  
2) If you are a school who has received supplies already, but never got round to send a thank you for me to forward to 
donors, I assume you did not want the supplies and certainly don't want more!,  
  
BUT, 
3) If, however, you are a school who has never received show-me-wow supplies and would appreciate and be thankful 
for some now, please contact me. 
OR,  
4) If you have already received supplies, which you appreciated and sent thanks for, I want to tell you that the donors 
enjoyed your thanks and both they and I are happy to give you more.  
 
I am sad to be so blunt, but I have a responsibility to distribute supplies conscientiously. I know you will understand! 
  

Looking forward to hearing from you, 
  

Chris. 
  
  

 
Click here for To contact Chris Lawrence 
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Would-be donors click here for How can you help? 

  
 

26th September 2009 
  

 
 Mary Poppins! 

  
I have so much admiration for Jo Jo, the British Super Nanny, who is frequently seen on television screens dealing with 
the most horrendously badly behaved children. She works wonders and her main philosophy for success is that children 
should have lots of attention and praise when they do well, but have little attention, but consequences, when they 
misbehave. Show-me-wow visitors will have heard that somewhere before! 
  
But oh Jo Jo,your overloading of your charts, your fonts are not age appropriate for the children you have made them 
for and you pin charts too high for those children to get a good view! So why not get on your knees and see the charts at 
their level...oh and maybe accept an invitation to Dominica to attend a show-me-wow workshop. Mmm!  And whilst you 
are here, I wonder if anyone could find a naughty child for you to work with!  
  
 

Click here for page on Teaching and Learning Principles 
  

 
Click here for page on Classroom Management 
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11th September 2009 
  

  
Drum roll please! 

  
Happy Birthday show-me-wow, now two years old and how time flies, especially on  a beautiful tropical island like 
Dominica. We may have our round-the-year sunshine, our 365 rivers, our waterfalls, hot pools, blue ocean and our rich 
green tropical rainforests, but we are in great need of more training for teachers and more supplies for schools. And this 
is what show-me-wow has been doing for the two years since it was launched in September 2007. Teachers from 
schools across the age groups have been trained either one on one in their own classrooms, in a whole school group in 
their schools, at "Make it and Take it" sessions in town and even in my own workshop at my home in Giraudel. Supplies 
come in either with good warning or as pleasant surprises, and so many that I am overwhelmed by the generosity of 



donors from all over the world. In two years, they have sent 2,500 story books for all ages, 74 First Aid boxes for use in 
schools, hundreds of pencils along with crayons, thumb tacks, string, clothes pegs, erasers, calculators, science charts, 
yarn, achievement stickers, felt pens, marker pens, construction paper, writing paper, small gifts for graduation prizes, 
folders, pencil cases, coloured chalk, colouring books, scissors, the list goes on. And the website itself is visited by 
teachers and well wishers from all over the world. I have such a humble  feeling as I read teachers' thanks from near and 
far and emails from well wishers who ask what we need next or who tell me a box is on its way. Little did anyone think, in 
September 2007, that this little website would touch and inspire so many people.  Show-me-wow has turned out to be 
pretty amazing even though only two years old! Thanks everyone! 
  

 
10th September 2009 

 
Letter from me to Secondary School Teachers 

  
Dear Secondary School Teachers, 
Up until now, I've neglected secondary schools in my www.show-me-wow.com web pages, I know. Strange that, as I 
came to Dominica from working for more years than I will tell you in an English secondary school. But the systems and 
philosophies in secondary education here in Dominica were so different, that I seem to have settled down more 
comfortably in Dominican primary schools. 

http://www.show-me-wow.com/


Well I get lots of compliments about the website from all over the world, one even came in in the last minutes from 
England, yet I did have a comment from a secondary school teacher who complained "What about us?" Oh dear, cries of 
help from teachers are hard for me to ignore. So, on the navigation bar you will now find a new web page 
  

"Literacy in the Secondary School" 
  

and this term I shall be in secondary schools offering more help there, bringing in supplies and finding more ideas to add 
to this new secondary school web page, as I tweek its edges. Please help by letting me know what you think.  
From Chris. 
 P.S. Guess what now? I have just had a cry from an Early Years teacher saying "But what about us?" That's how 
teaching is. Always something to do and never a moment to be bored! Now let me think, Early Years? Mmmm! 
  

 Click here for page on Literacy in the Secondary School 
 

9th September 2009 
  

Down with Grafiti! 
  
When people all round the school environment work so hard to keep the place looking respectable and cared for, it is 
soul destroying when grafiti rears its ugly head here and there! Once it starts, it spreads like a germ, so the answer is to 
nip it in the bud immediately. 
One such occurrence happened at my school. We were blessed with a wonderfully efficient and business-like caretaker. 
There was no grafiti, not even in the toilets. Everyone took a pride in this. The attitude was when you see it, get rid of it 
immediately! 
But one day, a disaffected teenager was in trouble and gleefully and with no one noticing, went back into the empty 
school site and, to get his own back, sprayed grafiti on the school shed. He then disappeared, eager to get back to his 
chums and score street cred in  boasting about what he had dared to do. But the caretaker was one step ahead. Instead 
of waiting until morning to report the matter and upset the school with a lengthy investigation as to who the culprit could 
be, this wonderful caretaker took cleaning staff off their normal routine and they all set to to clean off the grafiti. Imagine 
the looks on the faces of the students as they arrived on the.......... 

http://show-me-wow.com/LiteracyatSecondaryLevel.aspx


                                school bus...............  
  
The culprit had boasted his achievement, but there was no evidence of what he had supposedly done. His red face and 
downward chin gave him away and his street cred was deflated immediately. And the caretaker walked passed with head 
held high, a clipboard and a knowing smile! 

 
27th August 2009 
  



 
"Clear away and go home!" 

  
There are some teachers, who are such good classroom managers, their skills are so fine tuned they are imperceptible. 
There are others who have successes with classroom management and when they slip up, they learn from their error. 
There are other teachers, who have few skills in classroom management and are either exhausted through trying to run a 
class badly, or their failures go unnoticed by them as they stick their heads in the sand and long for the holidays! 
  
I think the second type of classroom manager is most interesting. They try to learn from all their blips. Take this 
example. The school, due to open for a new term had no class teacher for the six year olds. Then, in desperation, a man 
was suggested with a degree not in education but in art, an enthusiastic supporter of the school, and with children of his 
own. And he had time between his art projects. He was appointed and teachers and parents were impressed as they 
peered through his classroom door. The children adored him, and worked hard for him. The room was vibrant and his 
story telling was amazing as he enthused over the words and the illustrations. He was the second type of classroom 
manager though. One afternoon he had the whole class doing Art. There was a hub of colourful activity, and he did not 
notice the time ticking towards three thirty and home time. Passing by, I saw the state of the room and the parents 
arriving at the school to collect their children. "Mr X, " I whispered. "You need to be clearing up as it is almost home time!" 
He looked up, saw the clock, said "Right everyone clear away everything and go home" So they all went home! 
Guess who had to do the clearing up and who stayed to help? See what I mean about learning about classroom 
management all the time? Well with all that washing up you would wouldn't you? 
  

Click here for page on classroom management 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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26th August 2009 

  
 So why is it I do as I do and don't do as I say? 

  
When in trouble as a child, I would stand before my father and he would reprimand me with 
"Don't do as I do, do as I say!" 
  
That has suddenly become pertinent to me in Dominica, where I have had a big special need about driving, as it is so 
different from driving in Europe. The roads are often narrow, steep and winding, the other drivers, always rushing 
unpredictably and the vehicles not always up to scratch..(well actually the Dominican's love their vehicles so much that's 
one thing they do do..avoid scratches!) Let's just say driving here is culturally different. True, some newcomers take to it 
easily, but as for me and as for quite a few of my female friends, we are definitely Dominica's slow learning drivers! But I 
could not keep relying on my husband to take me to schools, nor rely on buses as I always have such a lot to carry. So 
not driving is what I do, but "small achievable goals" is what I say. That's it! Small achievable goals. Sunday morning, 
cool and quiet, I set off on my own to drive our big old brown jeep down the narrow twisty road of the mountain.I achieved 
it! I drive to the Botanical Gardens and park to enjoy the Flamboyant trees in flower. I achieved it! So the next goal? I set 
off round the town and park on the Bay Front. I achieved it! I then tackle driving through the bustling early morning 
market. I achieved that too! I set off towards home and rounding a blind uphill bend, a flashy blue car is rushing towards 
me................... 



                                            .......................  
I stop and reverse. He jams his breaks and skids on the shingle.I had coped with a near mis-hap. I achieved it! 
Yes small achievable goals really do make a big task more possible, so I should have listened to myself ages ago . "Don't 
do as I do, do as I say!" said my father. And what is it I say? 
  

Whatever the learner's difficulty, break the task down into small achievable goals. 
  
 

Click here for page on teaching and learning principles 
 

 
20th August 2009 
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There's a balance needed isn't there? 
  

Sitting at home with doors wide open all day is usually very quiet, apart from the sound of the birds and tropical 
wildlife..oh and the frequent torrential rain, which soon stops and dries in the sunshine. But it's holiday time and so there 
are children about next door. The young ones don't seem to stop for breath in all their chatter. I can hear them discussing 
what they are doing, experimenting with new words and phrases, learning speech patterns from one another, and never 
stopping. Later in the day some teenagers arrive for a visit, talking all the time, explaining, discussing, giving points of 
view, extending language development. So you know what I am going to say now don't you? What a difference when 
they return to the silent world of school, and what wasted educational opportunities when they are kept so speechless for 
hours. I recall arriving home from school with my teenage son. He was bursting to make noise and all I wanted was 
peace and quiet. His teachers had ruled a silent room, whereas my classes were full of discussing and explaining and 
drama. There's a balance needed isn't there? Children need to have opportunities to speak, discuss, express, query, use 
the spoken word in all it's forms. They don't improve their speaking skills by constantly copying words from a chalk board! 



And throughout writing all this what is my background noise? The birds and the tropical wildlife and the non-stop chatting 
of the children and teenagers next door. Well it's all so natural isn't it? 
 

  
Click here for page on Speaking Skills 

 
 

6th August 2009 

 
Sharing the load 

It is lovely to come across teachers now, well into the school holiday, looking refreshed and less exhausted. I think you 
have to be a teacher to really understand how tired you get by the end of a school year...some times so tired you can't 
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think! I recall an end of term child dashing past a plastic jar of water and in his haste, and unbeknown to him, knocking it 
over. The exhausted teacher, too tired to call him back, grabbed the mop! 
I so often see teachers doing everyday classroom jobs that children would like to have the responsibility to do, if the idea 
is sold to them in a positive way that is. One school here has a Hall of Fame, photos of Caribbean heroes down what was 
once a dreary corridor. And one of those photos is of  "Our School Wardens", a group of children who, at the end of every 
school day, set off cheerfully with an old wheelbarrow to check the school is clean and tidy..knowing they are proudly in 
the Hall of Fame, respected and responsible for the part they play in the running of the school.  
So now refreshed teachers, why not take a while to make a jobs chart for your classroom, a chart with slits in so that 
name cards can be changed as the weeks of next term roll by.Give yourselves a break and plan to share the load, but 
sell the idea positively. And that boy who inadvertently knocked over the plastic jar of water? Make him Chief Floor 
Inspector and hand him the mop! 



 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
21st July 2009 
  



 



  
  

 A tale of two mermaids 
  

I have been making a mermaid! The Bottle Village story is still popular and so I thought its horizons could be expanded 
downwards and under the sea. Just imagine the stories that could be created. the drama, the poetry, the songs. So, with  
two plain pieces of fabric each cut identically in mermaid shape, I stitched round the edges and stuffed. (I did the two 
arms separately). Then I added hair and ear-rings, a bead necklace and bracelets and sparkly sequins on her fishy tale.  
One of the summer schools is in mermaid mood too. The kindergarten class drew round one of the little students, added 
long strands of paper hair and had fun drawing the scales on her tail, making the same loopy patterns I used to have to 
do when practicing handwriting shapes, but to have done a mermaid's scales would, for me, have been so much more 
fun! 
We compared our mermaids and talked about their faces. The children wanted to put their mermaid's face on 
first, whereas I leave putting on faces to last. We talked about whether my mermaid was a happy mermaid or a sad 
mermaid..and then why. Already the story lines were coming into little heads. So language development, concentration 
skills, handwriting practice, working as a team, so many things that you can learn from one mermaid! 
My mermaid will live near Bottle Village, but I know that the paper mermaid will be rolled up and put under a small child's 
arm to take home. I wonder where these mermaids will end up...well you never can tell with a mermaid..and there is yet 
another story! 
  

 
Click here  Bottle Village, the Story 

  
 
 

Click here for Bottle Village and Cross Curricular Links 
  
 

 
Click here for Bottle village to Promote Literacy 
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20th July 2009 

  

 
  

Wide eyed needles. 
  

What fun with some older primary children making a curve out of straight lines. We drew a right angle, marked 7 spaces 
a centimeter apart along each arm and labeled the vertical line one to seven, top to bottom and the horizontal line one to 
seven, left to right. Then, with careful ruling of lines we joined the number one mark to the other number one mark, two to 
two, three to three and so on until we formed a curve with all our straight lines! 
"And you say this is Maths Miss! But it's fun! I wish etc etc...." 
Well you can imagine the rest.The children were hooked on this curve work and progressed to marking out a piece of 
card in the same way, but sewed the lines rather than ruling them.  But I had run out of the sort of big eyed needles with 
not too sharp a point to accommodate all this enthusiasm, and cannot find such needles here in Dominica. What sad 
faces! 
Then today my heart was touched even more for these needles. I was at the basket workshop for the blind and visually 
impaired. How I love to go there and how welcome they  make me feel when they hear my voice. I love the colour of 
baskets, the skill with which they are made and the rhythm of the weaving. The weavers were trying to sew pictures and 
words in raffia onto placemats, but were short of those wide eyed needles with not too sharp a point. "We can't find any in 
Dominica!" said the class leader. I felt sad as they were trying to manage with what the had and I said I'd ask my BLOG 
readers if they could help. If you can, please post to me at 

  



Chris Lawrence, P.O.Box 2114, Roseau, Commonwealth of Dominica 
  

and I'll be able to make more fun with Maths and make those lovely blind and partially sighted people especially 
happy.(They need coloured raffia too) Thank you. 
  



The Show-me-WOW! current BLOG 
...jottings of everyday experiences with an educational peppering. 

 February 2008 onwards 

 
"Being a teacher is a big part of who I am" says Chris Lawrence  

  
"Why do you always have to be a teacher?" my then young son Adam used to frown and ask. 
  
The Show-me-WOW! BLOG page started because teachers, as well as others who visit Dominica  either in person, or in their dreams, said they enjoy my 
school stories! Show-me-WOW! touched their hearts, so they send good wishes and school supplies. In Dominica we are grateful for both. 
The BLOG archive is jottings of  September 2007 to January 2008. This current BLOG goes from February 2008 onwards. 
Show-me-WOW! BLOGS are fun and fun is what teaching and learning should be all about. There I go again! On writing those last words, I remember once 
more, a small boy long ago, frowning and asking, 
"Why do you always have to be a teacher Mum?"  
"It's because being a teacher is a big part of who I am!" 
"I know Mum!", I now see a young man nod and smile. 

 
8th July 2009. 

http://show-me-wow.com/blog.aspx


 
 Please Sir it wasn't me! 

  
I have to apologise for the worm, or whatever it was, that infiltrated my address book and sent everyone on it a fake email again and again. Microsoft are 
putting it right and things are improving, but I am sorry for the inconvenience caused to everyone, and thank you for letting me know. It all started when I 
received that same email and attempted to open it. That's all I did! I feel like the child who says, 
  

"Please Sir" or "Please Miss, it wasn't me what done it!" 
  

and you, the teacher, look with your head on one side and wonder! Well I truly think it was not me!The good thing about the experience is that it has renewed 
correspondences with friends and acquaintances with whom I have not been in touch for some time. Sorry everyone. I sincerely hope that worm, or whatever 
it was, is no longer! 

 
4th July 2009 



 
  

Happy Fourth of July....... 
.....to all show-me-wow visitors from the United States of America, including of course, those kind Americans, who have sent supplies for me to distribute to 
schools here in Dominica.  With the world credit crunch, along with the expensive cost of transporting supplies from the U.S. to Dominica, I am doubly grateful 
to you all and assure you of the appreciation of the teachers and students here, who receive your gifts soon after they arrive and who instantly put them to 
good use. Your everyday gifts like pencils and marker pens, crayons and thumb tacks, clothes pegs and first aid supplies are such treasures here, and the 
more unusual things you find in places like your Dollar Store, the merit stickers, flash cards, workbooks, sticky tape with the alphabet on, are all a veritable 
feast!  Your fabrics too are much appreciated and are used to make work card pockets to hang on the wall, or used to cover sheets of styrofoam to make 
notice boards, or to make cloths to cover old tables to display children's work on, or to make puppets. We use everything, even the boxes, foam and bubble-
wrap you pack it all in! 
Over the last three years, American donors to show-me-wow have come from Dallas Texas, Memphis Tennessee, from St Louise, Madison, Delaware, 
Deluth,  Upstate New York, Florida, California, South Carolina...so many places I have never visited, but can only imagine in my head. I hope American 
donors can imagine, in their heads, the looks on the faces of the receivers of your gifts in appreciation of all the trouble you go to to help us. The look on my 
face is similar to the look on theirs and is a great big gratitude smile. Thank you so very much from all of us here in Dominica. 
  
Chris thanks all donors of school supplies from whatever country they send from, but as it is their day, and as she has just received a big box of supplies from 
Dallas Texas, she wanted to focus on America donors on this particular blog. 



 
18th June 2009. 

 
Letter in a bottle 

  
Oh I know I am not so diligent about writing BLOGS these days! I often hide behind the weak excuse that maybe no one reads this website any more and so, 
ignoring the computer, I rush off to have fun in schools or to work on another teacher training programme, or to deliver more wonderful supplies that you've 



sent. But the Microsoft records page amazes me that my writing is not like throwing a letter in a bottle in the ocean and that there continues to be a high 
number of visitors. But I still can't imagine them as people! However, a gentleman wrote in today and changed that, even kindly agreed I could print what he 
said, and I am very thankful and very flattered. He wrote, 
  
"I've just qualified as a primary teacher (in England) and found my first job, beginning in the autumn. I found your website 
by chance, and have spent a couple of happy hours reading it and copying bits I'd like to use. I especially liked the page 
about encouraging independent writers. A lot of what you say reflects what I've learned so far and the teacher I want to 
be. Thank you for your inspiring ideas." 
  
Wow! That has taught me not to make excuses! Like any good teacher, I'll try to do better. And I'll even also remember that letters in bottles sometimes end 
up being read! 
  

***Giving a child a letter sealed in a plastic bottle, pretending you found it on the shore, often proves to be a much more inspiring letter writing exercise than 
just writing an essay title on the chalk board. They love to open the bottle and pull out the letter and read it, feeling it is especially for them. Many of the words 
in their letter will be ones they want to use in their reply, so that encourages independent writing, as they can copy the spellings and format. Display the bottle 

letters and the replies on a piece of old fishing net.*** 
  

Click here for page on encouraging Independent Writers 
 

17th June 2009 

 
Learning how they learn 

  
Today in a Grade 6 class, relieved that their Common Entrance exams are over, they were feeling, well, shall we say "demob happy"! The next big school 
event is their Graduation Ceremony and the principal had chosen a poem that she would like the class to perform at this very special public occasion. I smile 
as I am called in to help. The tired, Grade 6, end-of-term class teacher smiles too. 

http://show-me-wow.com/independentwriters.aspx


There are four verses, each with four lines and I see that some of individual lines could be interpreted as a conversation, others as choral speech. Whilst I 
read the poem to the class, their teacher writes it on the chalk board. Volunteers agree to stand in a line at the back to each read a line at a time, as if in 
conversation. But they keep checking on the chalkboard writing and are not concentrating on expressing what they are saying. 
"I know," I plead, "I'll give you a very short minute to learn your line!" 
I am amazed, (but should not be), at their enthusiastic response. They want this to be good. The first student turns his back on everyone, shutting out the 
surroundings whilst he tries to imprint his line into his memory. The second one, a bouncy sort of a chap, eyes glazed, is jigging and nodding his 
head rhythmically as he silently puts his line of words to a beat. The third student, a girl, stares in absolute concentration at her line of words on the chalk 
board, in an effort to create a photographic memory of what she needs to learn. 
We all learn differently and what an example of this statement was proven yesterday. They were each enthusiastic, and determinedly went into their own 
individual learning mode in order to complete that learning task in a "very short minute"! Back on track and rehearsing, there was such an improvement and 
such a feeling of achievement by all those different memorisers. Congratulations Grade 6, you have truly earned your certificates. Oh and remember to take 
with you to your next school, the knowledge of how YOU each, individually learn!   

 
6th June 2009 
                 



 
  



 
  

A shoebox full of pictures, arranged in subject groups and categorised in alphabetical order..one of the favourite, "I want to copy 
that" resources for Atkinson Primary School. 

  
On Thursday, the staff of Atkinson Primary School came to my home for a whole day training session on "Promoting Creative Writing in the Primary 
School". I'd set up the room during the preceeding days, as this task takes  several hours, mainly because my collection of home-made resources grows by 
the week. Many of the teachers walked into the room, looked at the surfaces and walls, smiled and said, 



"Wow!.... Show-me-wow Chris!" 
We had a good day, a programme mixed with academic learning and practical work. We also had to improvise, as I needed the sound of the sea for poetry 
writing, but there was a power outage. At the start of this session, one of the teachers was rubbing her trouser leg. This sounded like the ocean, so we all 
went round the room trying out other textures that would create a similar shore sound effect. Percussionists would have been impressed and it made teachers 
aware of yet another way to teach children listening skills. (It was also an appropriate activity for Atkinson teachers, as, due to renovation works, they have 
had no electricity in their school for some time.) 
It always intrigues me what, from all the resources I display, are the ones that take each different group's interest. For Atkinson School. they certainly hovered 
round the Picture Library boxes as something that they wanted to do for themselves, to use the pictures collected to make work cards and to allow children to 
refer to individual pictures to stimulate ideas for creative writing. 
The teachers worked enthusiastically, responding positively to all the activities I asked them to do, from warm up exercises which caused a lot of giggles, to 
puppet making and drama, to improvising the sounds of the ocean. It was a full day from 9.30a.m. to 2p.m..... and they had set off very early to get here and 
had a near two hour trip home.  
Thank you Atkinson School for making it so enjoyable and, I hope, worthwhile. 
  

Click here for page on Creative Writing 
  

 
Click here for page on  Independent Writers 

 
 

26th May 2009  
 Well done Dominica's Yellow Pages! 
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Thumbing through the Yellow Pages early this morning, to look up the number of a school I have been invited to visit prior to running a teacher training 
session there, I found myself being once again amused by the different cartoons on the various pages, each a fun drawing and a succinct caption, which 



together promote a big message. But the one caption that took my eye, one I had not ever noticed before, was on the very page I was looking for..the schools 
page. It says, 

Have You Hugged Your Child Today?  
  

Hugs can come in all forms, a glance of approval, a well done smile, an "I'm proud of you" look. So well done Yellow Pages, for this caption on the school's 
page, a good reminder of a good teaching strategy . 

 
23rd May 2009 
  

 
Flying thoughts 

  
What an assortment of people, all shapes and sizes, from all parts of the globe, standing under the overhead information board at Gatwick, London Airport, 
scanning the list of flights for their own particular departure gate number. Standing back further, I noticed the 20 foot banner flapping above all those heads. 

 
I AM WHO I AM BECAUSE OF EVERYONE! 

 
  

Every person standing and gazing there had a story. Every Cabin Crew member swiftly trailing their on-flight baggage had a story too. The way they all 
behaved, acted and even read and deciphered that overhead information board was dependent on their past experiences. Some dashed off in a great hurry, 
others headed for the cafeteria ready for a long wait, all, who they were, "because of everyone". Makes you think doesn't it, that as a teacher, we each have a 



big responsibility to everyone we meet, to the children, the other members of staff, the parents. I think that that banner gave more information..and more food 
for thought, than that ever-changing, overhead information board don't you? 

 
  
21st May 2009 

 Maypoles and spiders  
  

I've been in England for the last weeks Mum-sitting, and revisiting the memories of spring, with the woods of bluebells and the heavily blossomed May trees. 
But the wind was bitterly cold on my cheeks and even made my ears ache on one spring walk. 
"It wasn't like this in May, when I was a girl!" 
I shivered, remembering light summer dresses and hot sunny days and sitting in my school desk struggling to write a story, my eyes scanning the room and 
falling upon the maypole in the corner, a tall self-standing wooden pole with long coloured ribbons fast secured to it and covered in a layer of dust and spider's 
web's. How I longed for someone to set free those ribbons, so I could see them fluttering alive in the spring breeze or, better still, someone to show me how to 
maypole dance with my friends, making those coloured ribbons plait into various intricate patterns. 
I often see resources in Dominican schools that go unused, as they stand in the same place going everyday unnoticed. Such a wasted opportunity. Maybe it's 
a large tree in the school field, a wonderful resource to study, to do drama around or to sit under for a story. Maybe it's the beach along the road, or the 
rainforest noises or just a spider making a web in the corner. Teaching and learning can be so much more interesting, and therefore so much more efficient, if 
a teacher can look at the immediate surroundings in a different way and use them to inspire. 
  
Sadly, I never did see the release of those dusty maypole ribbons and my dreams were dashed as my teacher snapped, 



 "Get on with your story!". 
I could have written a much better story had she made more educational use of that maypole! 
  

 
24th April 2009 

  
A Teacher’s Prayer 

  
Each time, before I face my class, I hesitate a while 

And ask the Father "Help me Lord to understand each child. 
Help me to see, in every one, a  precious soul most dear 

And may I lead that child through paths of wonder, never fear. 
 

Help me to teach with patience and with wisdom from above, 
That each may learn Your truths, Your word, the wonders of Your love. 

Dear Father, as they look to me for Christian guidance true,  
I look to You and humbly ask, that You will teach me too.” 

  



With thanks to the kind teacher who showed me this prayer and, when I asked if I might put it on my Blog, saying it seemed so appropriate, responded with a nod and a 
smile. I like the line that says pupils should not be fearful of teachers, Respectful, yes, but not fearful. I also like the idea that the best teachers go on learning. 

 
22nd April 2009. 

 
An apple and a teacher  



  
"So Chris, where and when did it start, this passion for teaching and schools? Are teachers born or are they made?" 
I think back and I distinctly remember Miss Halliwell, my first teacher, drawing carefully and with an air that something special was about to happen, a round 
shape on the board, with a dimple in the top. There she added a sprig and a leaf and then, with green and red chalk, she shaded and smudged the colours of 
a rosey apple and taught me the sound "a". I saw that apple unfold like magic in front of me, and I wondered at this miracle and remembered the "a for apple" 
because of Miss Halliwell making the learning experience magic. 
I thought of Miss Halliwell again recently. I was sorting some dusty reading books according to their reading ages for a school library,  wearing an apron over 
my school clothes. I popped into a music class to deliver some music books and noticed a group of very young children concentrating on my apron. 
They spontaneously read, 

"An apple for the teacher!" 
  
I had forgotten that those words were printed on the front! 
You need words around children to encourage them to spontaneously read, to give them chances to practice other ways than just by reading to you. And the 
letters need to be in fonts they recognise..and the writing left to right and not top to bottom as seems to be currently happening on concrete school pillars in 
Dominican schools. NO!.. Capital letters written Chinese style is not helping English speakers to accelerate literacy. 
So Miss Halliwell, I loved your apple and from it much has  grown. I suspect you were a passionate teacher like me and I thank you for planting those apple 
seeds with your coloured chalk. 

 
21st April 2009 



  
Look for those stars! 

  
A lady of 49, who looks much older, walks onto a stage in front of an audience of 4,000. Her dress is old fashioned, her hair the same. She gives her name, 
Susan Boyle, but then fumbles to answer a simple question from a panel of judges. The cameras pan through the audience. They are not expecting much. 
There is even the start of a sneer. The music starts up and she sings! What a surprise! The judges are amazed..the audience shocked. Everyone had had a 
preconceived idea that she would be useless, but she proved them wrong and their standing ovation gave the praise she needed to acquire the confidence to 
become even better! She was a star! 
It's with sadness I remember staffroom conversations that show it is not unusual for teachers to have such negative, pre conceived ideas about their students. 
"Well, look at his brothers and sisters. They were always poor scholars!" 
"I taught her parents, so there is no point in thinking you'll get anywhere with her!" 
But wouldn't it be better all round if we were more open to the idea that break-throughs can happen. I recall, with a smile, a small, physically handicapped 5 
year old, with no legs and one arm, shuffling to the manger in the school Nativity play, with a crown on his head, giving his gift to the Baby Jesus. His mother 
thought he would never have a part in a school play. He was a star and years later she felt the same when he passed his driving test. And what about the boy 
who, at 13 could not read, and yet went on to university to "read" politics? 



He, too, was a star! 
All teachers have examples of such miracles, so maybe we should remind ourselves of these student achievments whenever those negative, 
preconceived ideas start to appear. 

 
7th April 2009 
  

 
  

Are you listening?...No I mean REALLY listening? 
  
Since hearing of and then actually hearing the internationally famous composer and percussionist Evelyn Glennie, I have  been fascinated by her story. 
Evelyn had lost nearly all her hearing by the age of 12, but she went on to eventually win a place at the Royal School of Music, having persevered after her 
first interview, when she was rejected because of her hearing disability.  She did this by making the Royal School of Music listen! 
Evelyn now amazes and enthralls listening audiences world wide, and knocked me sideways recently when I heard her say, 

"My one aim is to teach the world to listen!" 
Wow! 
You could write a thesis on that! Well you know I have this thing about how developing listening skills is given far too low a priority in classrooms and how we 
tell children to listen, yet omit to teach them how. How many teachers actually praise children for good listening? How many teachers have a badge for a 
good listener, or a chart showing the class' good listeners? Evelyn Glennie knows you listen with your whole body and spirit! She said, 

 "Listening to music involves much more than letting sound waves hit your eardrums!" 
  
So that thesis? Mmm! Chapter One? What about starting with, "Give them something worth listening to and perform it!" What do you think Evelyn? 

  
 

http://show-me-wow.com/listen.aspx


Click here for page on Listening skills 
  
 

 
Click here for page on Special Educational Needs (Auditory)  

 
 

4th April 2009 
Lets play! 
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"Construction play is a powerful way to learn!" the expert said "It gives opportunities to think with your hands..and this encourages your thinking to advance". 
He bemoaned the fact that, in general, pre school encourages play and "then it gets taken away until the environment becomes barren". 
And children role playing, either informally in a playhouse situation or in a drama lesson 
"Follow social patterns and interactions creating an ability to empathise" with "code negotiating existing in creative play at whatever age!" 
You would imagine all this philosophy would be coming from the mouth of an enthusiastic and world-wise educationalist, yet these words were spoken by Tim 
Brown when extolling the virtues of the way he works with his designer team colleagues at IDEO, one of the most acclaimed design businesses in the world. 
To create ideas they play. To be successful at any project they give time to play whilst working or thinking or brain storming, or during leisure breaks. Playing 
helps you think. 
Fascinating stuff all on You tube that started me thinking a lot..so I'm off to play! Mmm now where were those bits to make more puppets? And as I play, I'll be 
scratching my head and wondering why more teachers don't incorporate more play when promoting thinking and learning in their primary, secondary and yes 
tertiary classrooms. 
  
 

Click here for page on Drama  
  

Click here for page on How to make puppets 
  

Click here for page on Learning environment 
  

Click here for page on Creative writing 
 

 
4th April 2009 
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Sometimes good not to win! 

  
It is not easy for young people to enter a competition with all their enthusiasm and then find they have not won! Its also not easy to give them an answer that 
their limited level of life's experiences will be able to understand and accept. The National Science, Mathematics and Technology Fair was held at the Winsor 
Stadium this week. So often, in such events, judges say,"You have all worked so hard and produced such a wonderful result!" "It was a such a difficult 
decision as everyone was a winner!", but, because it is a competition, someone wins the prize amidst the claps and cheers of the winning team and the claps 
and suppressed looks of disappointment amongst the losers! Accepting the situation is a hard but necessary lesson to learn in life, whatever your age, but 
especially if you are young. 
On a smaller scale I had a few sparkly pencils at the Goodwill Literacy Week to give to good listeners to my Bottle Village story. (I think we do not give 
enough praise for good listening.)  Afterwards, when all those sparkly pencils had gone, a mother told me her daughter had listened so hard and was so sad 
she did not win a pencil. "So I'll go out and buy her something to make up for it!" she said. 
"Stop!" I said. "Don't do that! Explain as best you can that sometimes you win and sometimes you lose and  softly start to let her learn this hard life lesson...oh 
and tell her that those people who win everything often turn out not to be the nicest of people as they cannot empathise with others who are having a hard 
time" The mother smiled and nodded. "Good point!" she said. "I'll do that and I'll explain that it's sometimes good not to win!" I suspect the child won a big hug 
though!  
  

 

http://show-me-wow.com/bottlevillagestory.aspx


Click here for Bottle Village, the story 
  

Click here for page on Listening Skills 
 

  
1st April 2009 
  

 
  

"Your shoe lace is undone!" 
  

In the 16th Century, Pope Gregory changed the calendar to start the year on January 1st instead of April 1st, so anyone who continued to celebrated New 
Year on April 1st was considered an "April Fool!" 
Since then, the usual primary school prank  is the teasing that 

"Your shoe lace is undone!" 

http://show-me-wow.com/listen.aspx


You look down and it is not and you are declared an "April Fool"! In secondary schools, I will not repeat the pranks I've heard about, but they were often 
copied from something these older students had watched on television! Amongst adult April Fool jokes, the B.B.C. once made a programme about how the 
Swiss grew spaghetti on trees, and, because spaghetti was not such a well known dish then, many adults were April fooled into believing the story of Swiss 
orchards of spaghetti trees! 
But when I think of jokes, I recall a secondary school boy who just could not break through the learning-to-read barrier. Not depressed, not angry, not sad, 
not disaffected, he was always bright and cheery with a sense of fun. When a box of donated books arrived and were displayed in the Book Corner, he found 
a book of jokes, found the fun and found the ability to read! It just goes to show that teachers need as wide a well displayed range of books as they can 
muster, for it can sometimes take only one book to break through that learning-to-read barrier, and you never know what book that might be. Certainly, as this 
boy wanted to read the different jokes out to everyone, one after another, the other pupils were chuckling at the answers, whilst the teachers and the boy's 
parents were smiling contentedly at the outcome! 

 
28th March 2009 

The Bag Lady! 
  



 



  
At my last teaching post, I was often teasingly referred to as  "Chris, the bag lady!" This was because I so often arrived at school with a bag full of all sorts of 
things to use in my classroom and in my lessons. Well you know how I feel about too much chalk and talk (boring!) and not enough learning through the other 
senses; so driftwood to inspire poetry, matchboxes with different scents in to stimulate creative writing, old tights to make a huge cobweb to display Anancy 
spider work, bright fabrics to cover a dull table..you get the idea, me arriving at school laden and with no free hand to shut my car door, so a foot had to do it! 
Well I have a different bag here in Dominica, a bright yellow www.show-me-wow.com  on wheels and it stirs up some looks of wonder as I trundle it into 
schools, so, you see, I have an instant attentive audience before I even start! Such will be the case next week when the yellow show-me-wow bag goes into a 
school for story telling during their "Literacy Week". And what is in the bag this time? Now that would be telling wouldn't it? 

 
27th March 2009 
  

 
  

Mad March is it? 
  

They say "Mad as a March Hare" because apparently, during March, hares dash about more madly than ever. Well there certainly has been lots of dashing 
about in some schools I visit, (and I've been dashing too) improving classroom environments to make them more stimulating places to teach and learn. But 
there has also been much dashing around the pages of the show-me-wow website, with March having the highest number of visitors ever, an amazing total 
of 931! 
I often wonder where you are and what you are doing. There are the everyday teachers who say, 
"I wondered what to do about that child, so I looked on your Special Educational Needs page to see what you suggest". 
Others say, 
"I had a course essay to do and did not know where to start so I looked up your page on writing frames!" 
and others, in far away places, email me with,  

http://www.show-me-wow.com/


"I am helping train teachers who have so few resources. I went to the website for ideas on recycling." 
One March visitor recently wrote, 
"I want to help Dominican schools, so looked at your website to find out more. I'll be in Dominica next month!"  
  
All I can say is that as long as the show-me-wow website is useful to all these people, then I am both pleased and complimented that 931 have, during this 
particular month, been haring through the pages for ideas and tips. 
  

Click here for page on "Special Educational Needs" 
  

Click here for page on "Writing Skills" 
  

 
Click here for page on "How can you help?" 

 
 

18th March 2009 

 

http://show-me-wow.com/specialedneeds.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/writegeneral.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
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Summer Camp Volunteer Opportunity on the Beautiful Island of Dominica, West Indies 

  
Dear Chris, 
We are ‘Irie Eco,’ a Parents’ Association based on the Commonwealth of Dominica, the Nature Island of the Caribbean. During the summer, we organize a 
one-month, day camp for local and visiting children 5 to 12 years old.  We promote healthy living, protection of the environment and nature studies through 
fun, educational activities. 
We were wondering if visitors to your blog can help us as we are seeking enthusiastic, creative, child-friendly camp counselors, who are 
experienced in working with children in an outdoor environment, to assist us in our 
  
***** Third International Summer Program from July 13 to August 14, 2009. ***** 

  
We are looking for 2 to 4 individuals with backgrounds in fields such as music, drama, nature arts, sports, and circus. 

All outing fees are covered for volunteers. 
Nice shared apartment for lodging is provided. 

Would you know of anybody interested? 
  

For more information, (e.g. International Brochure, Complete Staff Search Letter, Invitation to Easter Egg Hunt) please email Irie Eco at irie-
eco@hotmail.com 
  

Thanks Chris, for your continuous support, 
All the best, 

Tina and Cecile for Irie Eco 
********* 

  
 

11th March 2009 

mailto:irie-eco@hotmail.com
mailto:irie-eco@hotmail.com


 
Speak up, (speak down!) 
It's a classroom question and answer session, a good opportunity not only for the teacher to test how much the children have understood and retained, but 
also an opportunity for children to listen to the answers and opinions of their classmates and learn directly from them. But isn't it always the case that at least 
one of the answerers has too quiet a voice? The teacher says "Speak up, we can't hear" and, in an effort to improve the situation, the teacher seems to 
magnetically move towards the softly spoken pupil. But STOP! The teacher may have a better hearing position now, but what of those pupils unable to move 
and so still unable to hear? That magnetic movement of the teacher has not helped those and a valuable learning opportunity for them has been wasted! I 
saw this happen this week in both a classroom setting and during an outside Assembly. No wonder the children furthest away from the softly spoken child 
became fidgetty, having now lost the thread of what was going on! 
But what about speaking down? In this case, the class is quiet and impressively on task..all except one that is! Isn't it always the case? The teacher, glued to 
the chair, calls across the room to reprimand the one child not on task. The whole class is alerted, they look up, concentration is lost and time will be needed 
for them to settle down to where they were before the teacher spoke up! Another wasted learning opportunity. The teacher should have quietly walked over to 
the disengaged child and softly spoken down to redirect that one child, in such a discreet way that the others would not have noticed. The class 
could continue undisturbed. 
We teachers all do it, walking up instead of encouraging speaking up, or speaking up and across the room instead of walking over and speaking down, so it's 
useful to occasionally be reminded that there are better classroom strategies to adopt. 
Sometimes we need to encourage speaking up, other times we need to remember to speak down! 
  



Click here for page on Classroom Management. 
 

25th February 2009. 

                       

http://show-me-wow.com/classroommanagement.aspx


                         
  
Puppets, Poems and Presents. 
Well what a journey they had of it, those teachers from the other side of the island, who had to book another bus at the last minute, had to take a long 
diversion around a closed road, then hit heavy traffic and then overshot the turning up to us, going several miles out of their way..all for my "at 
home" workshop on "Accelerating Reading Skills through Creativity."  Despite so much time lost, they insisted they did not want to leave anything out and so, 
with enthusiasm, we had a very packed day, managing to do the academic side, to see lots of my home made resources, to make puppets, write poetry to 
music and have a relaxing, chatty lunch in the middle of it all. They set off home with smiles and hugs and loaded with ideas, with individual care packs, with 
their puppets and with boxes of beautiful books for their school library, but all this only after one of them read aloud what she had just hurriedly written down, 

Chris! 
Thanks indeed 

Creativity and dynamism 
You evoke. 

Your impromptu and visualisation, 
I'll take with me 

As I attempt to create 
A more practical approach 

To teaching 
Thank you Miss Bunche for these words and thanks to all the teachers of  Jones Beaupierre Primary School. I had a fun time too, but then that is what 
teaching and learning should always be about. I hope to see you all again sometime to hear about your new found creativity. Oh and I also hope you get your 
internet connection repaired soon so you can read this! 



Click here for page on How to make puppets 
  

Click here for page on poetry writing 
 

24th February 2009. 
  

 
Patterns and crayons. 
As we share the same surname, I was interested to refresh my memory about the life story of the acclaimed artist, Jacob Lawrence, who, through his many 
paintings, told the story of the migration of African Americans from the southern states of America northwards, in their hope of a better standard of living. On 
arrival, the families were very poor and unused to the greyness of city life. In order to enhance their lives, they decorated their dreary tenements in colours 
and patterns and the young Lawrence drew and drew patterns with crayons. He claims his creativity came from this ambiance, as it encouraged him 
to become more aware of the shapes and colours and people of his surroundings. His mind became more open to learning in all areas, through the wonder of 
it all. Wow! 
So what better evidence is there for making classrooms more inspiring and less dreary and grey? Classrooms and schools should be a prime key 
environment to encouraging children's minds to become more open to learning in all areas, and, following Jacob Lawrence and his family and neighbours' 
determination, can be done with very little cost, but with creativity and enthusiasm..all resulting in an improved quality of teaching and learning.  
How wonderful it would have been to have met Jacob Lawrence, a man who, with me, shared the same surname. 

 
23rd February 2009 
Oscar winning and poetry. 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewow.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewowcom.aspx


 



  
In setting up for the training workshop on Wednesday, I have been re reading some of the amazing poetry written by children during poetry classes I have 
taken here in Dominica. These children are so untainted by the wealth of books and other literary influences that children in richer countries are often over 
exposed to and so the language used by Dominican children is...well Danny Boyle, the director of last night's Oscar winning movie "Slumdog Millionaire", so 
succinctly says it of his child actors. 
  

"Kids have a purity" 
"When they say a line it's unadorned, direct" 

  
This is exactly what I find with so much of the poetry of Dominican children. I hope teachers here have the courage to try such poetry lessons. They can be 
thrillingly successful as well as great fun. Maybe I'll get the teachers on Wednesday to try it out. 
 

Click here for the page on Poetry Writing 
 

 
19th February 2006 

 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewowcom.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewowcom.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewowcom.aspx


"Creativity is as important as literacy!" 
said Sir Ken Robinson                     

                      
at his 20 minute wind down speech at the end of a TED conference on "Creativity". It's well worth listening to  this man as he is not only entertaining, but is 
also a passionate educationalist. I have watched this Youtube several times, even recommended it in this BLOG a long time back, yet I still get a lot out of it, 
as I believe any teacher of whatever age and experience can. 
Today I have been setting up my huge collection of home made resources in preparation for a whole day workshop for teachers who work in a school on the 
other side of the island. Instead of me going to them, they are coming, by bus, to me, so this way there will be much more for them to be able to see, lots of 
creative ideas to copy and use to accelerate literacy in their classrooms.  My hope is that, by the time the bus comes for them at the end of the day, they too 
will consider creativity to be as important as literacy. To my mind the two go hand in hand, one not only supporting, but boosting the other. I must remember 
to recommend this youtube to them. I think they'll enjoy it. It can be found on 
  

Youtube Sir Ken Robinson/TED. 
  
 

Click here for page on Creative Writing 
 

 
11th February 2009 

 
Moving the chair 
I really like to get emails from show-me-wow visitors describing what they are doing in schools and I had such an email yesterday from a lady in England, who 
does voluntary work in the primary school that her own two children attend. A girl in this lady's daughter's class has Selective Mutism and is friends with this 
lady's children and so..well I'll let this lady tell you herself . 
  
The little girl 

http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx


"has spoken to me for several years.  She is in year 3 and hasn't spoken to any teachers since she started.  I was asked in May 08 to go into school and see 
if she would read to me - she did and I have been going into school 3 days a week ever since.  We work with a Teaching Assistant and I've had to 
encourage the little girl to move the Teaching Assistant's' chair a little closer to the place where we read.  At Christmas the Teaching  Assistant finally reached 
our table - Hurray! A massive achievement for the girl!  She still doesn't have a conversation with the Teaching Assistant, but you can see from her body 
language that she is gaining confidence.  The next step is that the girl moves my chair away from the table, until I disappear from the room.  I'm sure this will 
happen eventually, but I can't really seeing it solving her problem completely."  

  
What a wonderful caring lady, to give such quality time to a child who is not 
only her own children's friend, but is also a child with such sensitive Special 
Educational Needs. She can't see "it solving her problem completely"? "Well 
hang on in there!" I say "You have made an enormous stride towards getting 
there and you are a star teacher!" 

  
Click here for more on Speaking Skills 

  
 

Click here for Speaking for Reading 
  
 
 

Click here for Speaking for Writing 
  

 
6th February 2009 

Shhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh! 

http://show-me-wow.com/speak.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speakforread.aspx
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(Quiet teachers and quiet classes) 
  

In a Grade 6 class at morning break today, I found that the teacher had gone to serve snacks, leaving several children in the classroom. I asked which 
teacher was theirs and they told me her name. 
"And she's the best teacher in the school!" 
 (Every child should believe they have the best teacher in the school.) 
"So what makes her the best teacher in the school?"I asked. 
"She knows how to quieten us down so we can learn!" 
"So how does she do that?" 
"She does it quietly! Other teachers shout to get their classes quiet, but it only makes them noisier!" 
"Wow Grade 6, I think you all ought to consider being teachers" 
  
Some nodded and smiled. Some said "No way!" 

 
5th February 2009 



               



                                                       
Guess what I heard Dr Phil say on American T.V.? 
  

"Children learn what they live!" 
  
Well done Dr Phil!  

 
2nd February 2009 



My dream library 
  

It seems that school libraries are in spring fashion at the moment. I left Dominica with a school library nearing its complete revamp. I have pruned and sorted 
the books and re arranged the shelves to make bays for the children to snuggle into to get lost in the pages of a good book. Then, just after that, an email 
arrived from another Dominican school asking for similar help, and  I had visited a library here in Texas, in a primary school for 500 primary pupils. So my 
head is full of library ideas! 
With suitcases packed ready for the homeward flight back to Dominica, I took a few minutes to open a new web page called "My Dream Library". It's for 
teachers to read in case they have a similar feeling of spring fashion library revamping. (There is a similar tag of this on the web page "Boys' reading".) 
So homeward bound and back to unopened boxes of books, that are ready to be unpacked and distributed to Dominican schools in the next weeks. Please 
contact me if you would like some of these lovely books for the revamping of your school library. Even if you have had books from Show-me-wow before, 
please don't hesitate to ask for more from this latest consignment. 

  
Click here for the new web page My dream library  

  
 

http://show-me-wow.com/Mydreamlibrary.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx


Click here to contact Chris Lawrence for books for your school 

  
 

 
13th January 2009 

 
 Flying Opportunity 

I'm flying to visit my brother, I'm leaving this isle and its sun. 
I'm taking a well earned vacation. I know it will be lots of fun. 

I'll rest and relax and chat to him, I'll not even look at this BLOG, 
I'll drool as I go window shopping. I might even go for a jog! 

BUT WAIT! I just can't waste this chance now, can't shrug off this "teacher learn" mode! 
I noticed the last time I went there, a school at the end of his road! 

 
10th January 2009 



 
No chalk learning 

Sometimes I go into schools and know from the moment I walk into the classroom, that most of each day will be spent with children either copying or 
doing writing exercise from the chalkboard. I wonder there is not a riot, but the children get on with it! When I tactfully suggest to the teacher that there are 
alternative teaching styles that will accelerate learning, the response is sometimes a look of polite interest, sometimes a small sneer of doubt. But whatever it 
is, I stoically go on to talk about activities that get children out of their seats and that teach children to think and to be creative and to love to learn. 
Whatever the age range of the class, it seems that many teachers, who teach by the chalk and talk method, think my suggested styles of teaching are purile, 
babyish, only for children with severe Special Educational Needs. But the world has moved on from that viewpoint and the teaching styles I promote are 
suitable for even the gifted child!  
Recently, I have been watching the annual British television Channel 5 coverage of the "Royal Institute Christmas Lectures". 300 carefully selected, fast track 
children from across the age range, attend high powered "lectures", where there are demonstrations and experiments, where children get out of their seats  
and where the learning is obviously fascinating and great fun. The look of concentration, the intrigue, the sense of joy as they catch on to the concepts 
explained to them and the amount of learning that goes on in the space of half an hour or so leaves me amazed..and no evidence whatsoever of a stick of 
chalk or a chalk board. 
Now wouldn't it be an interesting experiment if one school here in Dominica, took up the challenge of having a no chalk day! I'd love to be there! I'd help if you 
like! Go on..try it! 

 
9th January 2009 
Classroom work-shop                                     



 
  
I had a lovely time this week working with one very special teacher. She has a senior position in a primary school and is also in charge of  Learning Support. I 
was mesmerised by her way with the children, her firm gentle kindnesses that steered them through the ups and downs of an ordinary school day. She 
wanted help with her room, but didn't know where to start. She had squirreled into her space, piles and piles of supplies, making the room look like a store 
cupboard and not like a workshop geared to accelerate the basic skills of  Special Educational Needs children. A work shop...a  place where there are 
comfortable spaces to work, with easy access to appropriate resources to make that work smoothly possible, but where she also needed to think of the 
"shop" part of the word workshop too. 
In Dominica the shops are having a sort out. The shelves, once full of Christmas things, are now needed for more appropriate items, which are labeled and 
put into related and easy to find areas. Shopkeepers give lots of attention to selling their goods. Teachers need to give lots of attention to "selling" education. 
Together we worked out a priority list of jobs to be tackled one at a time, so allowing for those inevitable daily interuptions of a senior teacher. 
1) Plan where you want your different areas, your Book Nook, your chalk board area, your Language Arts resources, your special theme area to display 
charts, children's writing, drawings, puppets, your word wall. 
2) Give no space to things that are not appropriate..remember those after Christmas clear outs in the shops. If a classroom book or resource is too hard, in 
too bad condition, then do not let it take up valuable learning space. Have three piles, to keep, to move on elsewhere, to throw out or recycle. 
3) Make labels for your areas and resources in fonts appropriate to the reading skills of the children and then, choose a theme, plan a project around it and 
make a really special display. 
All children are special, make their classroom special and have nothing in it that room that is not promoting their efficient learning. Have no space anywhere 
there that is tatty or looks like a dumping ground...and this includes your desk top!!!. The children will work and learn much better in such a room and you will 
too. Everyone will like being there. 



I left this lovely teacher with a look of enthusiasm and comfort on her face. She said she couldn't wait to get started. I look forward to seeing how she gets 
on..and have, of course, offered any help if , during this transformation, she needs it. What an enriching day we had together. Thank you Mrs C. It was 
inspiring! 

 
4th January 2009 
Looking Backwards. 
Well, the celebrations are mellowing and people are getting back to work and back to the old routine, and, on radio and television, there's the tendency to run 
programmes that look back on the events of the 2008, back on the main news items, back on the main sports events, back on the music that topped the 
charts. So what do I look back on via show-me-Wow? 
I have been in more schools, met more enthusiastic teachers, have delivered more short academic philosophies backed by practical, fun work. I have been 
involved in two "Make it and Take it" sessions, in a series of four workshops for teachers of French and, in between all this, have been throwing together 
the odd ideas for this BLOG and sorting, boxing and distributing the many gifts  that have arrived from all over the world for our schools here in Dominica. 
What a bumper year! 1,500 children's beautiful books came from England, 8 big plastic boxes of stationery from those wonderful middle school children in 
Upstate New York, 70 First Aid boxes from Florida, bags and suitcases full of supplies (pencils, crayons, rulers, stencils, fabrics, glue, merit stickers, scissors 
etc.etc.) from visitors to the island of Dominica.  
And in schools, I see a difference in teaching styles, in teachers setting up book corners in their classrooms, in teachers making their areas a better learning 
environment and, I have to smile, in teachers taking my advice and moving their teacher's desk, which had been taking up prime learning space at the front of 
the classroom, to...a space at the BACK! 
There is certainly much value in occasionally looking backwards, as it often results in a feeling of WOW! But what's next? Well, I look back on one of last 
year's top tunes here in Dominica heartily sung by hundreds of celebrators at the stadium during the Reunion for the 30th Anniversary of Independence ... 
    



 
                   

"Forward we go, forward we go, forward we go!" 
 

1st  January 2009. 
Happy New Year! 



 
Happy New Year to all those people who have anything to do with Show-me-WOW....to student teachers, who visit the site, (especially when they have an 
assignment to do to!) to  teachers, who welcome me into their classrooms and try out my ideas, to principals, who invite me into their schools to do whole staff 
training, to  Education Officers, who ask me to help them in training sessions, to Senior Education Officials, who give me their blessings, their support and 
their thanks, to donors who send (or even personally deliver to my house), school supplies and, to the children, who see me in the street, or in their schools 
and flap their hands beside their faces and then stretch out their arms and say "Fantastic".  

  
May you all have a FANTASTIC 2009! 

 
26th December 2008 
  



 
Sunny Greetings 

  
With schools starting back next week, I am already looking forward to several teacher training sessions. You see, I am always greeted with welcoming smiles 
and sometimes an, "It's Chris! The cavalry has arrived!"  Of course, many of these friendly teachers carry on that welcoming sunny greeting as they go into 
their classes to meet their pupils, but amazingly, some of the nicest teachers seem to change their persona once in the classroom and take on what I call the 
cold, factory inspector style. I am sure they do not realize how counterproductive this attitude is and I feel very sad when I see children missing out on a 
friendly start to the day. 
It was the same on Christmas morning, not with factory inspector style teachers, but with tourists! They flocked in 4 minibuses to one of our favourite 
beaches, the very beach we had chosen for our Christmas Day, before lunch walk. This beach is all nature, untouched and superb for snorkeling, with hot 
bubbles coming up from the sea bed. My son once swam with a turtle there and was ecstatic! This beach offers so many possibilities. The sea was so blue 
you could not believe it and the sun glistened like fairy lights on the water. Going back to the car parking area is a wooden walkway and I stood on this to take 
in the view of such a beautiful place on Christmas Day. The tourists were now straggling along the walkway towards a snack and the ride back to their cruise 
ship. One after one, as they passed me, they averted their eyes. Now I'm sure they are all very kind and friendly people and, being an English lady, I'm also 
sure I was not dressed inappropriately or anything like that. So, one by one, I made a point of attracting their attention and wishing them a "Good Day and a 
Merry Christmas!". I felt like Ebenezer Scrooge after a bad night of being visited by the ghosts of Christmases past, present and future! "Hey you there! Is it 
still Christmas?" 
Well if you can't exchange welcoming greetings here, in one of the most beautiful places on earth and on Christmas Day what next? I do hope none of these 
underneath, quite kind and friendly tourists, are not factory inspector type teachers but, if they are, I hope someone writes a BLOG like this to gently tell them. 
Oh and by the way, as well as to them, to you I also want to say, 



  
"Good Day and a Merry Christmas!" 

 
22nd December 2008 
My chicken wire challenge. 
What an excellent turn out of about 25 teachers to the whole day "Make it and Take it" workshop last week...and on the first day of the school holidays 
too! There were lots of ideas to copy, but I could see, on some faces, an apprehensive "I can't do that!" look or an "I am not creative enough" stare as they  
examined my home made examples. Some were probably despairing that I would never be able to empathise with them. Huh! They should have seen me a 
few days later, when I experienced that same apprehension! 



 
On Saturday we were having a special "Lighting of the Christmas Tree" celebration in the large and beautiful garden in our village, so, on Friday, everyone 
was busy setting out pot plants and doing amazing flower arrangements. "What can I do to help?" I asked. 
I was shown a roll of chicken wire. Well that did fit in with a gardening theme but what was I to do with it? 
"We need you to make lots of animals and make two adults, life sized, one standing and one kneeling in prayer." 
"Out of this chicken wire?" I asked amazed. I was thinking, "I can't do that! I'm not creative enough!" 
I was feeling wobbly about taking the job on, just like some of those teachers at the "Make it and Take it", but, like them, amongst friends and lots of 
supportive comments, as well as giggles and chat, I managed a life sized Mary kneeling in prayer and Joseph standing beside her, and a sheep and finally a 
Baby Jesus to put in the manger. Some creative electricians skillfully lit the scene. 
In the right setting and with the right atmosphere and the right support, it's amazing how creative anyone can be. Certainly the "Make it and Take it" teachers 
were all smiling as they left the workshop, loaded with so many things they had made, that I wondered how they would manage to get on the buses to go 
home. Oh well, they would just have to smile and be creative again! 
Thanks for the fun during all that creativity everyone and wasn't it satisfying that it all turned out so well in the end?  

Click here for How to make a Nativity Model 

http://show-me-wow.com/NativityModel.aspx


Click here for How to make puppets 
 

Click here for How to make a tuffet 
Click here for How to make a word book 

 
7th December 2008 
Poor Marie Antoinette! 
There is some dispute as to whether or not Marie Antoinette, when told of the starving poor of Paris, actually did say "Let them eat cake!" but it certainly 
seems she did not have a clear view of the situation of the needs of the people there! How different are the kind, show-me-wow donors, who have a very 
clear view of the situation of the needs of schools here in Dominica and so send appropriate, much needed and much appreciated school supplies. 
I have been sad to see some charity donations that have arrived (not through show-me-wow), that have made us thankful for the kind and well meaning 
thoughts, but that are not really appropriate,..a pile of new books on "How to look after and maintain your lawn" on "The British Hedgerow" and "The 
Hyacinth"...and children's clothes suited for a cold climate. 
It is hard when you are not in Dominica, to have a clear view of the situation of the needs of schools here. It is easy to think of sending computers, and yes we 
need these, but there are schools where there are not enough pencils for all the class to write at the same time, or so a teacher at such a school told me. The 

teacher has to break pencils in half for them to go round.  
And I am currently trying to get strong plastic spoons and bowls for a school's feeding programme, as the children at the moment are managing with great 
difficulty, with bendy plastic forks and such an assortment of margarine tubs and anything else that will hold their chicken broth and a dumpling. 
I am so grateful to those kind show-me-wow donors who have not been the least like Marie Antoinette. Your wonderful gifts have always been just what we 
really need and so I say a big thank you for the trouble you take to so carefully choose what you send. Poor Marie Antoinette!  

 
3rd December 2008 

http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewow.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx


 
Angelic teachers. 
When you are a young, inexperienced teacher, don't you just cringe when you are struggling with the behaviour of one particular class or one particular group 
of pupils and a more experienced teacher, seeing you don't know what to do next says, "Well they are never any trouble with ME!" Don't you just squirm as 
you try to come to terms with what you label as your own dreadful inadequacies? 
I suppose all teachers are guilty of occasionally feeling they do a better job than others, their class gets better results, their classroom is more inspiring for 
learning, their relationship with parents is never less then harmonious. Maybe we can all take a lesson from the poem that was read on the B.B.C. recently... 
and learn to try to always give each other an angelic star! 

  
Fancy Meeting YOU! 

I dreamt death came the other night and heaven's gate swung wide. 
With kindly grace an angel came and ushered me inside 

And there, to my astonishment, stood folk I'd known on earth 
Some I'd judged as quite unfit, or but of little worth. 

Indignant words rose to my lips, but never were set free 
For every face showed stunned surprise! 

No one expected ME! 
                                                           (Anon.) 

Click here for page on Classroom Management 
 

http://show-me-wow.com/classroommanagement.aspx


2nd December 2008 

 
Hoping for a tune 
I have described some schools here in Dominica that are very crowded, and there are others that have lots of space. The school I visited today has space. 
At one time the library not only housed books, but it was also the room where music was taught. Now I think you will agree that libraries need to be fairly quiet 
places and music is necessarily noisy, so the two subjects don't exactly...well, harmonise! But this school now has the space for music lessons to be in a 
spare room and the music teacher has worked wonders in the last few weeks, painting the concrete floor, setting up rows of chairs for choir and making a 
music experiment corner with any bits and pieces of musical instruments she can find, even setting up a row of tuned bottles with various amounts of water in 
to make the note. What work and what inspiration! But, as she sits there in the quiet, she dreams of having some simple instruments, for example, some 
recorders, some drums, oh once she starts dreaming she sees a whole orchestra...  and she would love some manuscript paper. Instruments and paper! 
Mmm! 
Well we found a computer programme that will supply free manuscript paper..but wonder if there is anyone with spare musical instruments of any kind who 
would give them to show-me-wow so that I can pass them on. Maybe, just maybe, there is someone reading this BLOG who could help turn this new 
venture music room into somewhere a little more noisy.... and turn a music teacher's dream into a reality. With all the work she has done, she 
certaily deserves any help we can give, so I'll cross my fingers and hope for a tune. 
Click here to contact Chris Lawrence 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx


           

             



  
 

28th November 2008 

  
The real thing 

There are artificial evergreen wreaths swathed in red bows, and never- to-see-the-real-thing-here fir trees decked in plastic icicles all around Dominican 
shops, whilst sound systems blare out traditional carols with a Caribbean beat and the speaker on the sun soaked doorstep of one shop once again 
announces "I'm dreaming of a white Christmas". 
"What is snow like Miss?" ask numerous children at any time of the year here. 
Well I can describe what snow looks like, what it sounds like, what it tastes like and what it feels like, but whatever I say and whatever pictures I show, they 
will never truly know what snow is really like unless they get first hand experience. There is nothing like the real thing when you are learning about something, 
whatever that something is. Which is why it is so important for teachers to get children out of their classroom seats to experience the world around them. Oh I 
know you can't take them to experience real snow, but there are so many opportunities for true learning overlooked by teachers, who rely too much on their 
own droning voices   followed by children doing exercise after exercise from the chalkboard! One enlightened teacher told me she had "just walked her 
children across the road to the beach to listen to the sounds of the shore". 
"It was fun and they had so much to say and write about these sounds when they got back!" she said. 
"Lucky class!" I say. 
If  I crush some ice cubes, maybe I could make Caribbean snow for the children, but in these year-round, warm temperatures it certainly wouldn't last. Ah 
well, we'll just have to experience the snow in our "Dreaming of a white Christmas" hoping that teachers here take much more lesson time for children to 
experience, first hand, all those Dominican things that are as wonderful as snow. Mmm..the sounds of the sea shore is a good start. 



 
21st November 2008 

 
How to make babies! 

  
I was told this morning of a primary aged child who arrived home from school announcing that she now knew how to make babies. Her surprised parents 
were lost for words at this, so the child chanted, 
"You cross off the Y and add I,E,S,! " 
Children learn spellings much more easily when they chant the letters or have a mnemonic. Perhaps her teacher had read the show-me-wow page on 
spelling. I imagine her parents were surprised, but I also hope they were not too speechless to say "Well done!" to their daughter for her improved spelling 
skills! 
  

Click here for page on Spelling Skills 
 

20th November 2008 

http://show-me-wow.com/spelling.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/spelling.aspx


 
Lost luggage 
It's funny how some teachers have their own stock phrases they use so often, that even years later they can pop up in your memory. My husband recalls his 
geography master who could not pronounce his rrrr's, but was frequently referring to "fwost fwee days". Well we have plenty of frost free days in the 
Caribbean. One schoolmaster I recall, frequently advocated "Always be in the right place at the right time!" to reprimand pupils arriving late for a lesson, 
handing in late homework, or forgetting a sports practice. 
I remembered his words last Friday, when we flew my mother to a nearbye island where we would stay overnight and then have an easy next day, ready for 
her evening flight back to London. Having packed Mum's bag, I'd kept back her winter clothes for the long haul flight, putting them in our bag. At our island 
destination, a buggy took Mum across the tarmac and we were led to the head of the immigration queue, so Mum would not have to stand for long. We were 
first into the room with the carousels and I found mum the only chair which was behind a desk. Other passengers from our flight were coming through now 
and baggage was accumulating on the moving carousel. We were all searching for our individual luggage, eventually realising that not one of us had found 
any! None of this moving luggage belong to any of us! Instantly, there was a mass rush to Information whilst I went back to Mum to explain, only to find 
someone mistaking her for airport staff and asking her for help. Mum's 92, so we all had a chuckle! 
It seems our small plane had been filled with so much back-log luggage, there was no room for any luggage  belonging to any of the current passengers. 
Tensions were high, airport staff were harrassed. We waited for the next plane. No luck. We returned early the next day hoping to retrieve the bag with Mum's 
winter clothes in, in time for her to change from her frost free clothes. Again no luck. My 92 year old mother returned to grey and wintry Gatwick in her pink 
summer outfit and her pink flowery sunhat. Mum cheerfully said, "Oh well, it can't be helped!" I suppose at 92 you mellow. Q and I stayed on for two more 
days, no swimwear, no shorts, no luggage, having take away suppers, which we could eat whilst draped in bath towels as our clothes were once again 
washed in a hand basin and pegged out to hopefully be dry ready to wear yet again the next day. 
In all this, I couldn't help remembering that school master who always advocated "Always be in the right place at the right time!" What a shame our luggage 
was never in his classes.  I wonder where our luggage is now! 

 
10th November 2008 
Good teachers go on learning  



I have always said that good teachers go on learning, whereas bad teachers think they know it all already!  This is what makes good teaching 
fascinating, because someone who is striving to be a good teacher is always willing to listen and to try out new ideas. 
With this in mind, and having been recommended Harry Wong, I visited  his website and even filled in the "What is your teaching effectiveness" questionaire, 
despite the fact that the "yes" and "no" answers it demanded made me often want to say, "Ah, but that depends!" 
Having worked my way down the questions, I then clicked to the next page to find out my score. I was maybe arrogantly dismayed when I discovered I had 
done quite badly and was in the sort of category of: 

 
"You're just surviving aren't you!" 

  
Well, as well as being an educationalist, Harry Wong is also a business man and so he kindly recommended the various titles of his books I could buy to 
address my deficiencies. I am still thinking about all this, but at least it has reminded me that 
  

good teachers are always learning, 
  

so with my low score still stinging, I had better get on with it! 
  

 
 



1st November 2008 

 
Lost in translation! 

  
Having lived in Wales, we were used to each Welsh road sign being in Welsh with an English translation on the same sign, so we were particularly amused to 
read the story of the making of a not-too-usual Welsh road sign which said, 

" No entry for heavy goods vehicles.Residential site only" 
English instructions were sent from the sign maker to the Welsh speaking translator, who sent back an email in Welsh saying, 

"Gone out for a while. Will do this on return" 
The non-Welsh speaking signwriter, thinking this was the translation, duly inscribed these Welsh words onto the new road sign! 
It is so easy for the intended meanings of words to get lost in translation. I felt sorry for a new child who, with both a very poor language facility and poor 
social skills said to a teacher "Cor Miss you stink!" Everyone knew that this  teacher always wore a heavy perfume and the child was simply remarking that 
she had noticed this not unpleasant, but heavy scent. Wanting such personal comments to immediately STOP, the teacher sent the surprised child out of 
class for insolence, the child completely unaware that her words had been so very misunderstood!  
In English schools we often tell  children to "Finish now" particularly at the end of an examination. The children put pencils down straight away. So my English 
teacher friend, teaching here in Dominica said "Finish now"  to a Dominican child here in her class. The child went on writing and so the teacher repeated 
"Finish now!"  The child wrote even more feverishly. To the child, the instruction meant "get the work completed!" Maybe the English teacher should have said 
"STOP!" 
Maybe that is what the signwriter should have written on the Welsh road sign to avoid confusion all round!  
  
Despite having so many examples of incidences in schools where words have been sadly misinterpreted, I think that now  I had better STOP too, so you can 
have a think about all this!  

 
27th October 2008 
  



 
Those salad days! 

I spent too long in a local school the other day, where the class were busy making  lists of unfamiliar words from a text. I dashed home to make a quick salad 
for lunch, nothing special as there was not time to be artistic, 'though I have always been interested in art, though can claim no talent. As I washed the lettuce 
and tomatoes and sliced the beetroot, I recalled an art lesson years ago when I was a pupil. The new teacher told us to "Paint a plate of salad"! Now I know 
what a salad looks like, but I could not recall all the details in my visual memory to reproduce the colours and shapes on paper. What shape were the different 
lettuce leaves, what pattern did the tomato seeds make and how did the circles go in the beetroot? I peered around the room finding nothing to remind me. If 
only the teacher had realised we need to be exposed to a visual image time and time again in order to fix it into our visual memory. And so it was with the 
children in the class I had just been visiting. They could copy down the unfamiliar words correctly, but so many of them were struggling to write the title, 
"Unfamiliar words" They had no visual image in their visual memory of what the word "unfamiliar"looked like. They were unfamiliar with the shapes and letter 
strings in the word "unfamiliar" and some, like me at their age, peered round the room, even closed their eyes for a moment to try to capture, from anywhere, 
the correct spelling. For some, their spelling attempt of the word "unfamiliar" was, in many ways, like my attempt to paint a salad...almost unrecognisable!  
Children need to have access to the visual image of a word many many times before it becomes fixed in their visual memory. "Sound it out" works so rarely in 
English spelling and "Look it up in a dictionary" is too hard and arduous a task if you can't almost spell it in the first place! 
And that salad I was making for lunch? Well, although hastily put together, I did take a look at those tomato seed patterns before I sat down to eat it! 

Click here for page on Spelling Skills 
 

23rd October 2008 

http://show-me-wow.com/spelling.aspx


 
The Corgi Dog Syndrome! 

  
You'll know the characteristics of the child who has this, but maybe you have not heard the name before! The small corgi dog is known as one of the Queen's 
favourite breeds, often photographed dashing so near to the Queen's walking feet, that I wonder how Her Majesty copes with it. These dogs are constantly 
irritating, pushing their luck, nipping at the ankles, yet smart enough for you to go on and on putting up with it, because they cleverly know when to stop...that 
is, just before you reach your breaking point. So now you recognise  what teachers in an English staffroom call, "The corgi dog syndrome!" Sadly, such 
behaviour from pupils can gradually wear a teacher down, can drain a teacher's energy and patience to the inevitable detriment of the quality of teaching and 
learning going on in the classroom. Yet you never quite put the finger on what is happening, and you never quite get round to nipping the problem in the bud. 
The child goes quiet for a bit, but is soon back irritatingly nipping at your heels. 
Well, children who misbehave go on doing so all the time you maintain the same response. You can only change the behaviour of a child, or of your class, by 
changing your own behaviour. If you don't, the situation is perpetuated. Teachers complain to me, "I have told them so many times not to keep calling out in 
class!" or "I keep telling them not to keep running in and out at snack time, but they go on and on doing it!" It's the corgi dog syndrome and to overcome it, 
you have to change your approach, surprise them and finally put a stop to all that ankle nipping that drains your patience and energy. Good luck to everyone, 



who is bothered by the corgi dog syndrome, respectfully including Her Majesty of course! Oh and if you could send us a few tips Ma'am, it's www.show-me-
wow.com 

 
21st October 2008 

 
The best seat 

There are so many activities and events going on this month here in Dominica's 30 Years of Independence Celebrations and, with extra visitors here from 
overseas, there is a more than usual effort to get to the different venues in good time to find the best seats. I, too, set off early, often with my mother, who is 
also a visitor to Dominica. I look out for a seat from where she can see and hear well and from where she can have the best chance of understanding what is 
happening. 
Going round different classrooms on the island, I look for similar things in a classroom layout. Has the teacher thought which seats in the classroom give the 
best chances for children to see and hear and understand well? Many teachers have already taken my tip of moving their own desk to the back of the room to 
give all children a better vantage. However, some children miss out because the teacher has not realised that, when doing chalkboard work, some children 
have a much better seat than others. For example, if the teacher is facing the board with her back to the children and if that teacher is right handed, then 
those children sitting over the teacher's left shoulder have the "best" seats! The teacher's body is not hiding so much of the blackboard work from those  "best 
seat" children, so they are the lucky learning ones. (Alternatively, it works the other way if the teacher is left handed of course.) So look at the "best seat" 
positions in your classroom and put as many children there as you can. Certainly, don't waste those "best seat" spaces with shelves of school bags or a table 
laden with piles of books such as I recently saw. A quick shuffle of the furniture in those two classrooms meant more pupils can see, hear and understand the 
lesson better and this has certainly got the nod of approval and a smile from the teachers concerned! 
Oops! Please excuse me if I now dash off to the next Dominica's Independence Event. After all, I want to get the best seat don't I? 

http://www.show-me-wow.com/
http://www.show-me-wow.com/


 
 

16th October 2008 



 
Counting steps in the classroom 

My mother loves those breakfast cereals that go "Snap, crackle and pop!" and is working her way through a box during her stay here in Dominica. But the box 
contained not just Rice Crispies, but also a free gift, a step counter, which you clip to your waist band for it to count the steps you take. It made me think of the 
different teaching styles I see here in Dominica and reminds me of a comment one teacher wrote in her feedback following one of my series of teacher 
training sessions. 
"I notice Chris walks about a lot and is always on her feet, so I am doing that more now and it has improved my teaching" 
Well, maybe it is a European classroom habit I have. Maybe it is not so easy to be so in-classroom active in this tropical climate, but I am saddened that so 
many teachers here in Dominica get settled behind their desks and "teach" from there for much of the school day! How can they monitor what is going on with 
all the children in the room, especially with the ones who sit quietly and can thus go so easily unnoticed? How can they give that important word of 
encouragement to such a child, or conversely correct a child who is just starting to make those first wobbles over a new concept? Well I have no answer to 
this, but maybe if I had more of these step counters, I could hand them out and so prove my point. Perhaps I had better write to Messrs Snap, Crackle and 
Pop! In the meantime, I could loan this free gift step counter I already have, but I guess the applicant would be a stepping-round-the-classroom type of 
teacher anyway! 

 
8th October 2008 

Savour the moment.                  



 
  

Many people in Dominica feel sure that time goes much faster here than anywhere else. Certainly, I am amazed at how the half term break is not that far off 
and although there is probably much to do before then, everyone looks forward to a holiday away from school routine, everyone, that is, except one child I 
knew. We'd been  talking about holiday plans in class time and one boy quietly announced he did not like school holidays. Oh dear! Was it that he missed my 
wonderful lessons, was there a crisis at home too hard to cope with? 
"Miss, it's just we always have to write about our holiday when we get back to school!" 
Now I know I encourage teachers to use every opportunity they can to promote learning, but I ask them to remember this boy. There are times when having 
to write about something joyful is not everyone's cup of tea! Even making sure some children write about each book when they have finished reading it can 
cause a silent groan. I know there are times when even I would hate to finish the experience of reading a lovely book by having to write about it. And the 
trouble is, the child who finds reading a struggle, is often the child who also finds writing a struggle, so there's a double, silent groan there! 
Sometimes it's more educational to complete enjoying something by just sitting and savouring the moment, be it school holiday memories or a just-read good 
book....... or looking at a sunset on a Caribbean sea, or observing a beautiful humming bird gathering nectar from a tropical flower, or just exchanging a smile 
with a teacher. Mmm! See what I mean? 

 
7th October 2008 



French wobbles! 
I was looking forward to the input I had been asked to give during each of 5 sessions of training a total of 70 primary and secondary teachers of French. My 
French is not that good, but I was to talk about the pedagogie of teaching the language, the principles of which are all over on the various pages ofwww.show-
me-wow.com 
I was particularly enthusiastic about working on the second session, with "new teachers". I think of them as enthusiastic and full of interest and 
ideas with hopefully at least a little passion, but when I trundled my brght yellow www.show-me-wow.com luggage bag across the floors of Alliance Francaise, 
there were many stiff and serious faces, even when I'd cheerfully wished them all "Bonjour!" I felt as if I had just arrived in the dentist's waiting room. But I set 
up my colourful puppets and workcards and other home-made classroom resources topping it all with the tricoleur flag I had made out of three old table 
napkins of blue, white and red. 
  

 
  

We soon had these young teachers smiling and when I had a chance, I asked why they had earlier looked so serious and gloomy and reluctant to take part in 
the activities. They had all seemed so unready to learn. 
"We were scared! We didn't know what we would have to do! We were nervous we wouldn't be able to do what we were asked, and we'd be embarrassed in 
front of everyone!" 
"Wow!", I said with a chuckle. "I'm glad you felt like that!" 
They looked amazed at my comment. 
"Now you know how important it is that your pupils don't feel like that about any of the lessons you give them! They learn so much better if they don't feel 
threatened and if they feel confident about what they will be expected to do" 

http://www.show-me-wow.com/
http://www.show-me-wow.com/
http://www.show-me-wow.com/


The young teachers nodded knowingly and we had a most successful and fun session, despite the ranges in their French speaking ability. We even said 
goodbye with an "A la prochaine" (here's to the next time), so they obviously looked forward to coming again! 
  
Click here for help with teaching French 

 
2nd October 2008 
  
  

 
"Miss...the pig's in the car park!" 

  
During the snack break of a teacher training session promoting creativity in teaching and learning, teachers enthused that they would love to be more 
creative, but that the over detailed lesson plans they have to do daily take time away from them getting creatively started. 
During the course I urge teachers to encourage children to be more actively creative and more actively responsible in their learning. Sure, there will be slip 
ups in such a system... as happened with one group of young teenagers doing a pre-vocational agricultural course. They decided the school pig needed a 
bigger space so they creatively designed and were actively responsible for extending the pig pen by moving the fence nearer to the oak tree that shaded the 
teachers' cars. Of course, it turned out to be a bigger job than they had planned! On eventually returning to the classroom for my English Literature lesson, 
the last member of the group arrived even  later than the others, but nevertheless puffing and panting. 
"Miss, Miss, the pig's in the car park eating all the acorns from the oak tree and making a terrible smelly mess on the teachers' cars!" 
So much for burning the midnight oil to prepare burdensome detailed lesson plans when adopting creativity in teaching and learning. The two don't go 
together! Lessons plans should be succinct, flexible and adaptable.. well that's what I think anyway. It is far better for teachers to spend their time planning 
creativity in their head and getting a good night's sleep to enjoy the fun of it... than for them to exhaust themselves doing detailed lesson notes that a pig can 
scoff at in a moment of pig pen escape don't you think! 

 
September 23rd 2008 
High Flyers and Glasses. 
"Children are not so serious as grown ups and they love to laugh!" said Roald Dahl, the famous author of very popular children's books. 

http://show-me-wow.com/French.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/French.aspx


My mother, currently having her first visit to Dominica, travelled from London Gatwick to Antigua on her own, taken care of by wonderful British Airways staff. 
We met her as she was wheeled through the Arrivals doors airport surrounded by three smiling stewardesses, who handed her over to us so that we could 
bring her on the last leg to Melville Hall Airport, Dominica. 
Well, as you know, I often use my visitors in schools and Mum was soon visiting the village school to be interviewed by a group of 11 year olds about "What 
it's like to be 92"..Oh didn't I tell you? Mum was 92 a few days after her arrival!  

 
  



The children took copious notes of Mum's family details and the fact that she had lived through two world wars. But what did they most remember about the 
interview? It was Mum's story of her having to wear glasses when only 6 years old. A boy called her "Four eyes!"  so she hit him round the face! She admitted 
that even when he had grown up, she still felt sorry she had done this. The children laughed at her antics and listened to her sorrow, but they still "love to 
laugh" at the story. 
Yes, Roald Dalh was right about children loving to laugh. No wonder his children's books are so child centred. He would have enjoyed the birthday interview. 
Thanks and well done Mum and Happy Birthday now you are 92 years young!  
  
(Teachers please note that there may be several children in your classes who really need glasses, but have no chance of getting them, so be aware of this 
and help them all you can towards being high flyers.) 
Click here for page on Visual Difficulties 

 
September 11th 2008 
  

 
Crocodile Tears? Not really! 

I can't help it, I am one of the world's worst at saying "Goodbye" so it was with a huge lump in my throat and tears behind my sunglasses that I waved off my 
visitors as they boarded the ferry for Martinique. I watched their boat from the shore and flashed a mirror to them as they did likewise to me. I was clinging on 
tightly to every second until finally the boat disappeared over the horizon. I was left standing there and how heavy my heart felt! 
So I was reminded of this when I heard wailing outside a school office at the beginning of term..wailing and sobbing by a new little one who just hated to say 
"Goodbye" to her family and to be left standing there with a heavy heart. I knew this feeling only too well. I had had a big build up to my own very first school 
days  being chivvied along with how big I was getting to be a real schoolgirl. I carried it all off well for a few days, but soon the novelty wore off and, pondering 
the next school day, I decided, "Thanks, but no thanks!" (I had not realised this new going-to-school-business was well, compulsory!)  I can remember the 

http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx


head teacher grabbing my wrist, (I can feel her nails in my skin now) and dragging me to my classroom, walking so fast, my feet could hardly keep up. "We'll 
have none of this nonsense!" she declared with a steely stare. From that moment I lost confidence and trust in all her former smiles. Well of course I did! 
But this other child had a head teacher with a different philosophy. With empathy for the sobbing pupil the lady gently took the small hand to set off together to 
see all the nice things in the school, and talking tenderly. It wasn't long before the sad child's attention was directed away from that heavy heart, now feeling 
confidence and trust in her new head teacher.The pupil was soon occupied with a classroom activity and felt much better, in the same way as I,  popping the 
mirror in my bag, left the shore to head home and to get on with changing the beds  .....confidently reminding myself that you have to say goodbye to say 
hello again! 

                   
 

29th August 2008 
Painting places, painting faces.... 
What a face lift a group of us were able to give to one village school last week. We chose the same colours as before, grey on the lower part of the walls and 
pale green above. This way we managed with one coat of paint, so we had enough over to do other classroom areas as well. 
Outside in the yard, village volunteers were soap and water scrubbing old wooden desks and benches ready for a coat of varnish. Next day we added 
finishing touches arranging books and covering a chalkboard, that is no longer used, with fabric donated by some visitors to Dominica. Then we made a 
helpers chart, so the children can take on the pride and responsibility of keeping the newly painted areas looking good... and a word tree. 
  



 
  
A few days later, and in another part of the island the talk was again about paint, but this time face paint! An after school drama group made up of vulnerable, 
underprivileged teenagers from different schools, has been meeting once a week for some time now. The students have grown in self confidence and 
maturity and have developed great skills in working as a team. Yet, what was most impressive was their creativity..their ideas and imagination showed such 
potential and there was often talk of past productions and ones to come. But they dream of having some grease paint to really enhance their work as 
they have none. What a shame we didn't ask all those actors filming "The Pirates of the Caribbean" here in Dominica, but maybe there is someone else 
somewhere who can help paint a smile on these young acting faces. 



  

 
Click here for How can you help? 

  
Click here for drama ideas 

 
21st August 2008 
Learning for all ages 
What a busy couple of weeks! I had the privilege of working on a summer school at The Old Mill Cultural Centre with one of our wonderful Dominican artists 
Earl Etienne, a talented painter and a charmingly mellow man of, shall we say, slightly mature years, but certainly not old..just a comfortable age! On seeing 
him start one of his lessons with teenagers, I afterwards humbly muttered, 
"Earl, would you be offended if I gave you one or two teaching tips?" 
"Certainly not Chris! I hope I am never too old to learn!" 
So I tactfully said what I wanted to the Maestro, he smiled, sincerely thanked me and even asked me to write my points down so he could read it again "for 
homework"! We laughed together. 

http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/Drama.aspx


 
P.S. The list was not this long!!!! 

  
Then today I started a new venture. Many mums in the village see me delivering supplies to schools and ask about books for pre-school children. So, having 
obtained the kind permission of the Village Council, I found a stout cardboard box, gave it a coat of emulsion paint, then labelled and decorated it and filled it 
with 32 beautiful pre school story books to leave with a signing out book in the council offices. Young parents can now borrow a book to take home and 
encourage their pre-school children to develop a love of books and then hopefully a love of reading. Little ones are never too young to learn. 

  



 
  

(I just hope that I will never be too old to go on having all this youthful fun. What do you think?) 
 

9th August 2008 



It's good to talk . 
  

Many of the biggest advertising hoardings here in Dominica promote the use of 'phones, (though the number of people you see using them here, there and 
everywhere makes you wonder why advertising is necessary!) It all reminds me of an earlier phone advertising slogan, which exclaimed "It's good to talk!" 
Practicing communicating through the spoken word is so important in all walks of life isn't it? I am told in racing car circles, that it is not necessarily the best 
car that wins the race, but the car whose driver can communicate the most succinctly and clearly when he drives in with a pit stop problem. It seems his 
driving skills can often be of secondary importance to his spoken communication skills. Wow! And speaking to an ex pupil who is now a doctor, he complains 
that he could do his job a lot better in helping improve health, if only his patients could describe their symptoms more clearly and accurately. And if you ask 



someone here for directions you can be told,"You start at the bus stop" (we have very few bus stops... you just have to know where to stand in the road) " and 
then you go up so!" 
So teachers who might be beginning to think about next term's programmes, please remember to fit in lots of lesson time for talking and also consider 
adopting the slogan in with your class..."It's good to talk". Remind yourselves that just because talking is not filling up pages of exercise books, it is still very 
educational and what's more it can, in its many aspects, be such learning fun....and I don't mean just talking on the 'phone! 
  

 
  



Click here for Speaking Skills. 
 

Sunday 3rd August 2008 

          Education Transportation          

         
   

http://show-me-wow.com/speak.aspx


              
The past weeks have brought a marvelous amount of school supplies from generous adults and children from overseas and I am overwhelmed by their 
generosity. I made up boxes of books and stationery to get to drop off places for teachers to collect, school buildings being locked for summer holidays. I also 
gave supplies to the Western Dominica Children's Project, who help very under-priviledged children have basic equipment for lessons. But this has meant 
spending hours at the port, (three and a half hours on one pick-up, seeing 16 different people,) as well as frequently digging deeply into our personal pockets 
to pay the fees. For too long, I tried to find a better system, but this week met the Permanent Secretary, who offered to make changes.This includes having all 
donations addressed to me via the P.S. The new address is: 

 The Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Education 

Roseau, 
Commonwealth of Dominica 

(CHARITY SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR THE ATTENTION OF CHRIS LAWRENCE) 
Retrieving of gifts can give much consternation so it's tempting to ask "Is it worth it?", but seeing the children trying to manage with so little, you know they 
deserve your perseverance, which is what I have been doing at the Post Office chasing a missing parcel posted by a kind Texas family on January 1st. Their 
package arrived recently, having taken a long vacation on the Dominican Republic before finding its way to the Commonwealth of Dominica! I immediately 
emailed the donor, who said she would keep the good news to announce at the family's evening meal and "they will be delighted!" I thank this family for their 
perseverance and assure them the wait was worthwhile and the children will love the things they sent. 

Click here for How can you help? 
 



 27th July 2008. 
Remember that old song  

 
                                 "Oh the farmer and the cowboy should be friends" from Oklahoma? 
  
Well I have been thinking about it several times as I meet students with parents out on school holiday. They proudly tell me which grade they will be going into 
next term. They are even more proud of this news here in Dominica, because the upgrade is looked upon a promotion. (Children who don't make the grade 
must repeat the year and my chats with grade repeaters makes me realise how emotionally hard this is for them.) 
But back to my holiday chats. I ask the name of the next teacher and, as the child proudly tells me, I notice, in the background, the look on the face of the 
parent. Some are delighted, some relieved, but some look as if they will, at the first opportunity, be going into school with guns blazing! 
Other days I meet teachers, who chat to me about next term and say, in horror, 

"But I've got that naughty little .... next term and you know what those parents are like!" 
Parents and teachers as partners...such an important philosophy, when wanting the best educational opportunities for a child. So let's all start the new 
term with a positive approach, because, although I don't know about farmers and cowboys, I feel parents and teachers certainly should be friends 



             
  

                    
 



18th July 2008 
Life's lessons 

 
I came across a quote by Dudley Moore, 
  

"When I teach someone it's a joy....and I love it!" 
  

Dudley Moore, a television comedian, film actor and brilliant musician suffered a degenerative brain disease similar to that of my own brother who, although 
now hardly able to move, continues to have a sharp intellect and who follows my work in Dominica with love. He cannot control his wheelchair, but his wife 
walks beside him steering it, whilst they shop for gifts of blackboard paint, merit stickers and all sorts, to send on from Texas to Dominican schools. My 
brother is a joy, cheerful and caring for others. What a thousand lessons we can learn from him and how proud I am of him. I thank him for yesterday's parcel, 
which will be a great help in teacher training here on this little island.  



 
17th July 2008 

Special Offer to Dominican Schools! 

 
What an adventure! At the end of last week, 25 boxes of books, all in beautiful condition, arrived for 
www.show-me-wow.com at the port in Roseau. It was an adventure because we worked our way, in the mid day heat, through 16 officials and were there for 
a very long time going through the formalities. 

http://www.show-me-wow.com/


But the weekend for me was less hot and more peaceful. I sorted through these 700 to 800 books, putting them in age groupings and subject areas, a long 
job because I could not resist stopping frequently to get lost in the pages. Well look at some of them in the photo. Wouldn't you love to have a relaxing browse 
through them? 
These books are to be sent out as soon as possible to schools who need them, who will give the children easy access to them and who will get good use 
from them. (Sorry, but some schools hide lovely books away in boxes, or lock them away from eager readers and browsers, or even have a "look but don't 
touch policy! That is not where these books are heading!)  Please let me know if you can offer the sort of school show-me-wow would like these books to go 
to by clicking, 

To contact Chris Lawrence 
Thank you to the donors, who have this week said that more books are on their way this coming weekend. In Dominica we are so very grateful to you for all 
the collecting and packing and sending. Your kindnesses make us all smile and really help the children to enjoy reading. 

 
14th July 2008 

Let's Celebrate! 
My friends, living near my former home in France, are celebrating their French National Holiday. 

                                     
My Australian friends are in France too, celebrating the fact that the Aussie in the Tour de France has accumulated enough accolades to be in a very strong 
position..maybe it's the thought of their roadside blow-up kangaroo that spurs him on! 

http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx


                                                                                  
I shall miss not being with them (and the blow-up kangaroo) cheering the cyclists on with "Allez! Allez!" 
as we have done together in former years when Le Tour goes near our French village. But I am celebrating too, because today, the www.show-me-
wow website has had it's 
  

2000th visitor! 

http://www.show-me-wow/
http://www.show-me-wow/


 
  

WOW!... and thanks for visiting. 
 

6th July 2008 
The 2008 Graduates 

 
This, the end of the academic year, has been busy with Graduation Ceremonies and I was honoured to be invited to several. Being from an English education 
background, my only experiences of Graduations were held at universities to present degrees. I had never attended a Graduation for secondary or primary 
pupils and as for Pre K, I was fascinated and, I have to admit, a bit doubtful. At one school, where the day was not a graduation as such, but a  Celebration, 
the pupils and visitors sat round the edge of their playground. I was asked to present the Pre K with their certificates and there they sat waiting for their names 



to be called. It was a long stretch to walk to collect their certificates, especially for such little legs and they had obviously had a practice beforehand, But all 
twelve approached me in a different way! One little girl, so shy, her fist was in her mouth as she walked, another had her hand up all the way twiddling her 
hair, one boy came in a formal march, swinging his arms like a soldier and another heard his name and in his rush to stand up, fell off his chair! The audience 
of parents, teachers and other pupils gasped, but the boy got to his feet and made a smiling and hasty dash across the tarmac into my arms for a swirl round 
in the air and a big clap from everyone! Wow! 
Of my earlier reticence, I have to think again. I am not entirely convinced Graduation for smalls is a good thing, but I have to admit the sense of pride in 
education came over throughout, from those little hands that clutched their certificates tightly, to those moist palms of teenagers who, gowned and mortar 
boarded, tried to sort out the hand shake and taking of certificate without getting tied up with the presenter, to the parents and visitors who had a very special 
occasion to applaud education in its widest sense. Mmmm...I hope I am invited again next year. 
  
(Following requests and ideas from Dominican teachers, there are two recent additions to the 
Show-me-WOW website 

Boys' Reading 
  

Teaching French ) 
 

5th July 2008 
From out of Africa 

  

 
  
Yesterday I had a wonderful email from a teacher in Zambia: 

http://show-me-wow.com/BoysReading.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/French.aspx


"I just thought I'd let you know I was able to take a workshop at the Christian Vision School here in Zambia recently, using lots of your ideas for poetry and 
creative writing" 
"I have given them ideas for making their lessons and classrooms more interesting" 
"Show-me-WOW gave me lots of practical ideas especially as this is a rural school with few resources" 
"We did lots of sensory work which was really new to them...it's mostly chalk and talk here!" 
"I want to thank you Chris for inspiring me" 
"I love your BLOG and will keep visiting Show-me WOW for even more wonderful ideas". 
  
Thank you Lynda for your kind words. Feed back and teacher requests for help and ideas really inspires me to go on site building. I told one of our Dominican 
Education Officers about your email and she was pleased too, but wrote, 
"I am encouraged that others (elsewhere) are using the site. I wish our teachers would let you know if they are..and that they ask questions for their 
development" 
So come on Dominican teachers, how do you find the site and what would you like help with next? I have writen back to Lynda with more ideas, but I would 
be pleased to help you in a similar way. 
And our very best wishes to Lynda and the teachers in Zambia, who seem to be working in very similar circumstances to many of our teachers here in 
Dominica. 

 
29th June 2008 

French CAPITALS 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/French.aspx


 
  

Replying to an email from some friends in France, I thought I would take a short cut and slip my answers in CAPS between their questions that were in the 
usual lower case. Now my French is very basic. I can chat away, but do not always understand what people say to me. Q says that when I chat in French, I 
have developed a habit of doing all the talking, so that I am not faced with the problem of understanding the person with whom I am conversing! I suppose he 
is right! No I know he is! But this time I was writing and I was suddenly finding myself in a position which truly backed one of my philosophies in teaching. I 
was struggling badly with recognising the words I was typing, because they were not in my usually comfortably recognised lower case. I was having to look 
twice at my CAPITAL letters French words to double check the spelling. My brain was not in sinc with these less-familiar-to-me word patterns. It felt very un 
"comme d'habitude!" 
This is what many children experience when faced with having to read a block of text that is all in CAPS. Their brains are not in sinc with the less-familiar-to-
them word patterns. Teachers need to be aware of this. Children need opportunities to be exposed to texts that are all in CAPS, and teachers of early 
stage readers should not expect pupils to just cope with blocks of the less familiar CAPS when making charts or writing out school notices. Oh the secretary 
who was given the job of typing out the school exams for the lower sets. She typed the instructions to every question in CAPS. The pupils knew the answers, 
but could not display this knowledge, because they could not easily read those CAPITAL letter instructions. 
Having just pressed the send button for my CAPS letter French email, I suddenly realise, more than ever before, how it feels. 
P.S. We would love a pile of comics (in English or French) to help children get over the reading text that's all in CAPS problem. This would truly help them to 
make their reading CAPS texts "comme d'habitude". (Texts in comics are usually all in CAPS.) 

  
Click here for the recent web page on teaching French 

 

http://show-me-wow.com/French.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/French.aspx


22nd June 2008 
The dentist's teeth. 

Do you suppose dentists are born with good teeth and it stays that way, so they never need drastic dental treatment? 
Yesterday was dentist's day, me for a filling and Q, my husband, for a clean and polish. There were some uneasy people in the waiting room amongst the 
tropical fish tanks! 
"Petrified!" I told the dentist as I slid onto his plastic covered chair. "Petrified?" he chuckled. "It's not funny!" I teased just before I opened wide! "Just a little 
injection" he warned. When do dentists ever say, "And now a huge injection, which will badly sting as the needle goes in and which will stay for some time as 
the fluid slowly eases out under you gum skin and you start to feel the loss of the use of your jaw" No it is always "Just a small injection". One dentist once 
said to me, when I questioned this "Just a short injection" warning "Well you wouldn't like me to warn that I'm just going across the room to fetch my 6 foot 
needle to charge madly with it towards your mouth, would you?" 
Maybe dentists have such good teeth they have never experienced such difficulties as the person they are focusing on. And maybe teachers have never 
experienced such reading or writing difficulties, as the pupil they are focusing on. Worth considering that isn't it? Need I say more? 
My filling over, I return to the uneasy people in the waiting room and my husband takes his place on the dental chair, opens his mouth wide, and the dentist 
starts to do the cleaning and polishing. Then, one of his assistants interupts the dentist with an "Excuse me, but what was it you wanted from the shops?" "I 
need you to buy a big fluffy mop to do some polishing!" My husband, mouth fixed open, can say nothing, but looks in horrified amazement. Poor Q, he only 
has a small mouth! 
  

 
Now where was I? Oh yes, are dentists born with good teeth and it stays that way, so they never need any drastic dental treatment? 
P.S. Our nice, kind, reassuring dentist looks nothing like the man with the mop! 



 
19th June 2008  

Applause or ripe tomatoes? 
  

 
In his blog,www.workplayexperience.blogspot.com my actor son Adam writes, 
"We actors are lucky for many reasons. Not only do we get free beer, wealth and all the best girls, we also get immediate feedback when the customer 
applauds...or doesn't!" 
Funny, but I was talking along this theme to a teacher only yesterday. He is also a musician, having once been a professional trumpet player and I was asking 
him to consider the parallels between his two careers. He had been complaining about how the children often get edgy, irritable, and fractious at times when 
they are doing a prolonged task. I suggested he compared them with his audience during his trumpet playing days. Unlike a dissatisfied audience, pupils can't 
walk out of the theatre, or throw ripe tomatoes. When they are unsettled like this, read their body language. That's their feedback for the way the lesson is 
going. It is no good to tell them to sit down and focus on what is happening. You can't use that approach with an audience and it doesn't work with pupils, who 
are actually telling you, in their own body language way, 
"I need a change of activity! We have been doing this task for too long and it is no longer interesting me! Your teaching skills are plummeting and my learning 
efficiency is spiraling down! Please, please do something about it!" 
On the other hand, your applause comes when you tell them to pack away and they take no notice! That is when true learning is happening, when they are 
really engrossed in what they are doing and don't want to stop. "Please go out to break" you say. "But Sir, Miss, this is fun and I just want to....." 
Take a bow teacher when this happens. It's one of the greatest pupil-to-teacher compliments in the job you do and you deserve the applause. 

 
18th June 2008 

Gifts Galore! 

http://www.workplayexperience.blogspot.com/


               
What with my new computer having to be loaded, (why can't you just plug them in like a television set and just go?) and, with the swirl of so many things 
going on in and around schools..a "Make It and Take It Day" for 30 plus teachers, a whole staff training at a village school across the ravine, (the only school I 
can see from our house, yet an hour and a half round trip), the distribution of a donated consignment of 120 second hand children's books from England, etc. 
...the blog writing habit has ebbed! It's a bit like a teacher letting a subject slip off the timetable a few times and then it's hard to slot it back into the weekly 
routine.                         



 
                       

But back I am, though how regularly I'm not sure, as there are already summer schools being planned for August and one teacher has contacted me today to 
ask for help in re- vamping his classroom during the holidays....(and this will be quite a challenge!)  
Soon, even MORE second hand children's books are due to arrive from England and an amazing school, East Irondequoit Middle School in Rochester, New 
York has, through their Builder's Club and through knowing about www.show-me-wow.com, been collecting school supplies as a special Support Dominica 
Schools project. They are about to send EIGHT large totes of school supplies for me to distribute. They had an inter tutor group competition to see which 
group could collect the most supplies and they organised an impressive system of collecting and sorting and packing, including making a line of coins to pay 
for the transport. How do you say thank you for all this kindness, when the thank you is so strong it is not just a word, but a feeling in your heart? If only hugs 
could travel as easily as emails do! 

http://www.show-me-wow.com/


                                                                               
I wonder what it is like to be bored. I am so glad that my passion for teaching does not give me a chance to find out and I am so grateful to all those across-
the-world-people, who make it possible for me to do such big things on the tiny little island of Dominica. 

Click here for "How can you help?" 
 

1st June 2008 
Now let's think! 

http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx


 
  

Whilst I was doing a demonstration lesson on poetry writing with a grade 6 class, a visiting dignitary unexpectedly came into the open plan classroom. The 
children were deep in thought, each with  strips of paper and each composing a few lines in response to the theme "Orange". Their teacher was taking notes, 
the room was hushed and the children fascinated and involved. They had never done anything like this before and it was quiet fun. 
Ignoring me, the visitor approached a pupil and standing above her, and in a loud voice, interupted her train of thoughts (along with those of others!) by 
asking her what she was doing.Of course, suddenly jerked out of her concentration, she did not know where to start to answer such an imposing question. I 
quickly approached the visitor and, in a whisper, explained she was composing a line for a poem. He looked at me, listened and then peered over his 
shoulder to check she was back on task. 
"But you are not getting on with your work!" he loudly accused her. 
"Oh yes she is" I said. "She is thinking! Children as well as adults need opportunities to think!" 
He, an adult, obviously hadn't taken the opportunity to think! 

 
24th May 2008 

Smile please! 



 
Grade 1, ages around six, second lesson after lunch and it's a hot and sleepy Dominican time. The teacher needs to liven the children up and so decides to 
get on with the Tooth Project. 
"Why do we need teeth?"" she asks. 
"To eat!" 
"To chew!" 
"To look pretty!" 
They nod at all these answers.Then they are told to look in each others mouths to see if all the teeth are the same. 
"Some are pointy and some are flat!" they discover. 
The teacher writes the names on the board, molars, canines and, adding the next name to the list,  asks the children to try to read it. 
"In...!" 
"In...!" 
She gives a clue. "The second "i" is a long one" she says. The children are trying hard to decode the word when one little girl correctly exclaims, "Incisors!" 
"Yes!" said the teacher and the girl gives a proud and radiant smile with not one incisor in sight! Hers have recently fallen out and she is waiting for new ones. 
But despite this, she still looks pretty and everyone sees the joke, even her, so there they are, the whole class giggling and displaying incisor gaps all over the 
place. 
Takes you back doesn't it? 

 
15th May 2008 
 "The", the rude word! 



 
When I first came to Dominica, I found it hard to understand the accents of some of the children. I recall one boy in a writing class, who came to me and said, 
"Meess, ees eet de dee oo dee zee?" 
I told him I was sorry, and asked him to repeat his question. 
"Meess, ees eet de dee oo de zee I need?" 
 Changing my approach I asked,  "Please tell me what is it you are trying to write?" 
"Meess, do I put "Dee banana is on dee tree", oo do I put, "Zee banana is on zee tree?" 
  
Last week when working with a teacher of very young children, we were talking about teaching the first basic words for reading. We discussed having pictures 
beside words like ball and hat, but I said that I found it helpful to use other mnemonics for words that are not common nouns. 
"Like when you want to teach them to remember how to read the word "the" whisper to them that 
it's a rude word as you have to put your tongue out to say it!" I explained 
"Good idea!" she said, "And that will avoid them saying all these dee dees and dee zees!" 
I smiled as I recalled the boy who wanted to write about dee banana on dee banana tree, (or was it zee banana on zee banana tree?)  
  

 



 April 2008 
Oh dear, my Toshiba laptop is ailing. It has given wonderful service, but I fear it won't last much longer so please accept my apologies if I am behind with my 

regular Blog entries. 
I am hoping to be back on track as soon as possible! 

    Chris         
 

29th April 2008 
Ode to my laptop. 

  
My laptop just died, I well nearly cried, 

I'd thought it would last me forever, 
It stopped in its track, its small screen went black 

I whined, "This can't happen, no never!" 
Next day with a frown, we set off for town, 

To look for an expert or two 
Each one shook his head, "This laptop's quite dead 

There's no more a person can do!" 
The girl at the till, was listening still 

"Well I'm no technology nurse!" 
She took off the plate, said "Oh what a state... 

I'll try, as it cannot get worse!" 
She blew out the fluff and all sundry stuff 

Then put back the plate and the plug 
The screen lit up clear, I said, "You're a dear!" 

 And instantly gave her a hug! 
It now comes and goes, has me on my toes 

It's terminally ill I can tell. 
I must say "Goodbye" with a fond yet sad sigh 

And  await its replacement from Dell. 
 

18th April 2008. 
  



 
Making a difference? 

  
A recent visitor to Dominica, and  long time trader in the Caribbean asked my husband what I did here and, as soon as my work in schools was explained to 
him, he said, 
  
"Warn her not to be too disappointed! So many people come out here from developed countries with ideas. The people here might listen, but nothing 
changes. You can't make a difference!" 
  
No way! Why, only in the last few days, I have had a letter from a principal thanking me for the difference I am making in her school, I had an email from a 
teacher thanking me for the difference my ideas were making in her classroom and I have frequent emails from an Education Officer thanking me for the 
difference my contributions make in helping lighten her work load. And the children smile too,and I take that as thanking me for the difference I make in their 
lessons. 
  
Maybe it is easier to make a difference in education than in trade. It certainly seems more fun.... at least for me anyway! 

 
16th April 2008 



 
Playround learning 
It was a paintily scene at  a school I visited this week...the blue Caribbean Sea in the background and a man in a huge straw hat squatting on the playground 
painting a big map if the Caribbean on its surface. At the other end, he had already completed a map of Dominica with various landmarks beautifully written in 
a font style suitable for early readers as well as more able ones. And all the children in this school had set off in buses, each armed with a map of the island, 
to spend the day visiting the  different places to experience them in reality. What a magical way to get to know the area where they live and to have the map 
on the playground surface to remind them and to help them revisit these places in their memories?  
There is a growing interest here in making the playground a learning space  and there are plans for outside word walls, for signposts, for a wall of honour, 
for a compass beside the maps, for various grid set up with words for hopscotch, easy words in the early readers grid, those "ough" words in the middle 
range, like though and through and rough and cough, or a quadrant graph to teach co- ordinates or even to set up a huge multiplication chart...and what 
about  different words on the risers of the outdoor staircases, each word meaning "to go up"?  
But the best teaching tip was from the man in the straw hat. "Do you draw out on a grid and then move it onto the playground surface?" He laughed. 
"Everyone asks me that and I tell them that, as  boys, my friends and I used to play a game with old atlases and choose a country and look it up and just look 
and talk about what we could see" Now there's a philosophy for teaching children..a visual image, looking and talking and then finding you have the memory 
of it in your head. Another reason to take on board the fact that classrooms need to be visual places where charts and spellings and pictures need to be 
looked at and talked about. 

                                   ...........................................Oh and I loved the straw hat! 
 

9th April 2008 



Goodwill Literacy 
Goodwill Primary School, (such a lovely name) are having their Literacy Week and on Monday I attended their Opening Celebration in their new 
auditorium.This is Dominica's biggest primary school with 600 pupils and, through shortage of classrooms, half the children attend school in the morning, the 
other half in the afternoon. With all this squash, they certainly deserved their new auditorium. Many different activities are planned this week to encourage 
reading, including inviting adults into classes to read a story. 
So yesterday, I trundled along with my customised, bright yellow suitcase on wheels, which shows the name of this website and a drawing of children outside 
their school doing the Fann-tass-ticc sign. In the suitcase was Bottle Village, which was ready for an airing.  
  



 
  

I arrived at Grade 1 and demonstrated setting up the model, then told the story. I packed away ready to move onto the next class where I did the same, then 
the next class and the next until the 12.30p.m. bell rang for the end of morning school. I had just finished setting up the model and  telling the story for the 5th 
time! Exhausted, I set off for  home, but not before many, many children had flapped their hands by their smiling faces and said "Fannn tasss ticcc!" 
Thank you Goodwill Primary School! Have a really good Literacy Week. 
  

 Click here for Bottle Village the story 



  
Click here for Bottle Village to Promote Literacy 

  
Click here for Bottle Village and Cross Curricular Links 

 
8th April 2008 

http://show-me-wow.com/bvcrosscurricular.aspx


 
Loves me, loves me not? 

Funny how some things come in threes! During the Easter holidays, a Mum contacted me with worries about her son and his school work and, as she gave 
details, she said, "It's so sad that he feels the teacher does not like him!" 



Then, last weekend, I was visiting a lady whose son (different child, different school) was trying hard at school, but coming home angry and tense. I sat with 
him on his own and asked him how he felt about school. He screwed up his nose and quietly said, "The teacher doesn't like me!"  Rather than ask him why, I 
asked who the teacher did like and, as if trying to put the balance right and say something positive and reassure me, he said, "The teacher doesn't like any of 
us!" 
And yesterday I was talking to an education officer about a little girl (different child, different school) who had delighted her family by coming home and saying 
"You know Mummy, I think my teacher really loves all of us!" 
It is so easy to recognise which teacher is offering the best educational opportunities, and in so doing, enjoying her job and encouraging the pupils to enjoy 
their day.One excellent way to help accelerate learning is to create an atmosphere in the classroom where children feel that the teacher likes them. If  
children feel otherwise, their success is bound to be hampered and they deserve more than that don't you think? 

Click here for page on Teaching and Learning Principles 
 

4th April 2008 

 
Helping Brains.  

http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx


We've just watched a film about Henry Marsh, an eminent London neuro surgeon who, for 15 years, has frequently travelled to the Ukraine to work alongside 
a Ukrainian neuro surgeon. He takes with him, in his suitcase and in his personally made packing cases, surgical instruments and equipment that, in U.K. 
terms have "passed their sell by date". The two men are friends, working together and seeing queues of patients, many with brain tumours. After clinic, 
they search the local market stalls looking for tools that can be adapted for use in the operating theatre and then returning home to file and adjust what they 
have bought. They have saved many, many lives of adults and children, but they lose many others, because the diagnosis has come too late for any 
meaningful treatment. They are determined to do what they can, but have to be accepting of the outcome when it is not successful. Henry Marsh is not a 
young man and, as the film ended, the last scene showed him heavily coated and walking, head down, in the Ukrainian snow, humbly saying, 

  
"What are we if we don't help others? We're nothing, nothing at all!" 

Wow!           
 

1st April 2008 
April Fools? Not us! 

 
Robot: apparently human automaton. intelligent and obedient but impersonal machine: 

machine like person. (Concise Oxford Dictionary). 
  



We don't really want our children to be like robots do we? Now that would be foolish! So why is it so much time is spent getting them to complete exercise 
after exercise from off the chalk board, all doing the same thing and familiarising themselves day in, day out, with only the words the teacher chooses? What 
about encouraging individualism and creativity? 
Creativity encourages individuality, allowing children to try things out and to risk making mistakes. Often the mistakes lead them on the better things! But it's 
the individuality that is exciting ..the non roboticness..if there is such a word..well there is because, if there isn't, I have just been creative and created it! 
Yesterday I had a fun day at Mahaut Primary School, leading a whole day's teacher training on "Creative Writing". Yes, we did the academic bit, the 
philosophy, the importance of creativity and of allowing children to develop a wider vocabulary for speech and writing, but we also had fun in writing instant 
poetry, in making five-minute puppets to create dialogue and in doing improvised drama to create descriptive writing and character studies. So much broader 
for promoting individuality than telling children to "turn to page 27 and do the next exercise!" or to "copy this exercise from the board!" So no robot promotion 
at Mahaut and so obviously no foolishness, even though today is April Fools' Day! 

Click here for more on Creative Writing 
 

29th March 2008 
Well get started! 

One evening this week, an 8 year old visitor was fascinated by all the things I had around my desk  that were being made into resources for schools. She 
noticed a small pair of knitting needles and a few small balls of wool. Now knitting is not an occupation much thought about here in the warmth of 
Dominica...there is not a lot of call for sweaters and gloves and hats and socks! But, she chose some green wool and I cast on 15 stitches to teach her. It is 
amazing how memory works. I remember once going into my classroom at her age. The boys were sent next door from where their girls had arrived. On each 
desk in my room was a pair of knitting needles and a ball of wool. My wool was jade green.The teacher told us to "start to knit" and the class did! But I, 
amazed and embarrassed, just did not know how. I didn't even know where to start! I felt silly and helpless and the more the others knitted, the more I felt the 
odd one out... not a comfortable feeling! 
That feeling, as I sat in front of that pair of knitting needles and green wool, is often experienced by many children when they are told to "start to write"! They 
sit in front of their paper and pencil and gaze upwards, not knowing where to start. They feel silly and helpless and the more they see other children 
proceeding, the more they feel the odd one out....not a comfortable feeling! 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx


 
  

(Imagine the feeling of  a non artistic adult given a canvas and paints and told to paint a portrait!) So, I was delighted to see today's most popular website 
page is  "Independent writing". I hope the tips that are given help many children avoid those feelings I got when I was told to "start to knit". Oh dear, I can still 
imagine that ball of jade green wool! 
  
Click here for Independent Writers..the current most popular page on the show-me-wow website   

 
26th March 2008 

 
Go for green!                                                                

  
The end of a school day, but still the Head of Departments' Meeting to go, a busy, concentrated time, when much ground was covered, many matters 
succinctly dealt with, but always exhausting. The finish time of five o'clock was a joy, yet one Head of Department had a frequent habit of stretching out the 
"Any Other Business" well into overtime! The H.O.D.'s were seated around a large table awaiting the prompt arrival of the Headmaster. "Now John," someone 
pleaded, "please don't go on past 5 o'clock this time!" "Me?" queried John. "Yes you John!" I added. "If you keep to within five o'clock, I'll give you a Mars 
bar!" The doors swung open, the Head arrived. The meeting progressed as usual and the clock sped on towards five. At 5 minutes to the hour, one H.O.D. 
mentioned the poor quality of spelling in the School. As the clock ticked to four minutes to five, the Headmaster said, "Chris, as Literacy Co-ordinator, how 
can we improve spelling in the School?" All eyes were on me, and John's face held a smerky grin! I felt cornered, but inspiration arrived. "We should use less 

http://show-me-wow.com/independentwriters.aspx


red ink!" I stated. The clock ticked on again. "Chris, please come prepared to speak to that at the next H.O.D. meeting" said the Headmaster. The clock ticked 
onto the hour, we stood to leave and I smiled complacently at John. 
Next meeting, the Headmaster announced the first item on the agenda, "Improving Spelling", but he asked if anyone had anything to say before I spoke. The 
Head of History lifted his pen and said, "In my Department, we have already addressed Chris' suggestion of using less red ink. I have provided all my staff 
with green pens!" Not quite what I meant, yet those meetings, generally so succinct, were always full of sideways glances that said a thousand words under a 
hidden chuckle! 
  
"All that red ink, exhausts teachers, demoralises pupil effort and undermines their confidence. Pupils use easy words to avoid red slashed spelling errors, and 

take little learning notice of  red ink marks! There are better ways to inspire progress. Kill the red ink and find strategies on the Show-me-wow website to 
prevent errors in the first place and improve quality at the same time!" 

 I say.                                 
 

25th March 2008 

 
Ben's bike. 

Ben was going through those early stages of learning to read when the learning is tough. He had lots of books, but deep down I think he hated them. Then, 
his grandparents shipped a bike out for him and he was full of biking enthusiasm. To Ben, bike time was far better than book time. But the more Ben avoided 
his books, the harder his reading became so, Ben and I decided that I would hand write a story called "Ben's Bike". 
It went like this. Ben's Dad put Ben's bike in the back of his truck to take Ben somewhere to have some fun bike riding, but, as they set off, the truck wheels 
left the ground and they flew over Dominica, across the ocean, over Spain to the French Pyrennees mountains, where the truck started to come down. Ben 
and his Dad could see lots of bikers racing up and down the steep mountain roads and, as soon as they landed the truck, Ben joined the race. It was the Tour 



de France and Ben was soon speeding along overtaking the fastest bike riders in the world. Ben won the race for that day and was given the yellow jersey! 
What a star! 
  

 
  
Ben could read the story of "Ben's Bike" well and he practiced hard, so that he could read it to his family as a treat. They were amazed. This little, home-
made, handwritten book with odd, scratchy drawings had given Ben not only a lot of fun, but also some reading confidence. And, as Ben said, "It's sometimes 
hard to read reading, but easy to read writing!" 
Well that depends on the writing Ben...but that's another teacher tip for another day. 
  

Click here for more on Boys' Reading 
 

19th March 2008 

http://show-me-wow.com/BoysReading.aspx


 
Easter hugs! 

  
Some schools here in Dominica had last Friday as their last day of term, but most close today for their Easter break. What a lot of effort has gone on this 
term, not just in the every day work of the classroom by teachers and pupils, but in the plans for revamping areas of the school to make it a better learning 
environment. With such limited resources, imagination is stretched and wonderful improvements happen. So, some teachers will be taking a well earned rest 
and others have plans to use the break to make further improvements. Two schools are re vamping their libraries to make them more inviting and more user 
friendly. I have even been invited to turn up with a paintbrush, by a secondary school in the north east of the island, and to help regrade books into reading 
ages in the south. 
I hope that whatever teachers and pupils are doing during spring break, they have fun and a well deserved rest. Amongst other things, I'll be planning a 
course on "Creative Writing" for teachers of Mahaut School, to be held on the first day of next term. Now that makes me extra popular with the children, as, 
because of my course, they have a short day on that day. No wonder they give me an Easter hug! 

 
18th March 2008 

Rhythmic Spelling! 
  



 
  

The young primary aged pupil who is an excellent drummer boy, yet who had difficulty with spelling, has been making good progress since I advised him to 
use his drumming talent and invent a rhythm to go with the words that were giving him difficulty. I saw him pass the school office yesterday and he stopped 
and said hello. I asked him to give an example of how he used this technique by choosing a word on the office wall and creating a rhythm for it. It was lovely 
to hear him do this so confidently. He said it was fun and that his teacher had recently told him his spelling has improved. 
  



 
  

As he went off to play, the secretary looked up, smiled and said. 
"That reminds me of a movie about a young girl who was an excellent speller so was in a big Spelling Bee competition. During the finals, she was given a 
very difficult word, which she just could not see in her mind. She stepped out from behind the microphone and, standing as if she were holding an imaginary 
skipping rope, she started to jump a rhythm as she called out the letters in the right order. She had learned to spell her difficult words by skipping as she 
chanted them!" 
Wow, the girl was using a skipping rhythm to do spelling.....and how great that a school secretary takes such an interest in how children learn! 

 
14th March 2008 



 
Tackling mountainous tasks through small achievable goals 

  
On a balmy Caribbean evening, we shivered as we watched "Touching the Void", the gripping film of two mountaineers, Joe Simpson and Simon 
Yates, conquering the summit of  Siulu Grande in Peru. During the start of the descent, Joe slipped with such force that his lower leg bone crunched up 
passed his knee into his upper leg! Imagine the agony! Joe believed he would die, but Simon tied a rope to Joe and let Joe's body fall the length of the 
rope, then Simon would descend to Joe and repeat the process again and again and again. However Joe's final "free fall" left him hanging in mid air over a 
precipice, with Simon knowing nothing except that there was now no slack on the rope, the pre arranged sign that he could follow Joe. Simon sat waiting for 
over an hour, with the snow under him moving and threatening his safety too. He resolved Joe was dead and he would die too. He had no choice but to 
reluctantly cut the rope that joined them. Joe, still alive, fell many feet below and into a very deep crevasse. He could not climb up, so considered two options, 
doing nothing or  lowering himself deeper into the crevasse. He took the latter option, still believing he would die, but prefering to do something rather than 



nothing! He descended a long way, when suddenly he saw sunlight and, after enormous effort, he pulled himself up to the outside. Now he had a glacier to 
cross then rough rocks of glacial moraine. "I kept thinking, I can't do this, but then a voice told me to find a point a way off and give myself 20 minutes to get 
there. When I arrived, I made the same plan again and again!" Eventually Joe was near enough to base camp to cry out Simon's name and Simon heard 
Joe's cry. 
  
Well it all seems the stuff of boys' comics, but the story is true. Yet I feel that for some older children struggling and struggling with learning to read or some 
teenagers facing piles of pre exam revision notes, their task can often feel mountainous and impossible. Yet, if Joe could plan and make such a momentous 
achievement on an inhospitable mountain, with a complicated leg fracture, surely we, as teachers can adopt his tactics and, no matter what the child's 
difficulty, can...... 
.............break down each task into small, achievable goals in a classroom. 
That way, as Joe proved, we all have a better chance of getting there in the end. 

 
10th March 2008 

Well balanced teachers  
  
Teachers are naturally quite sensitive souls I think. They tend to be "difficult to teach to drive" as they are not used to being told, "too private in their work" as 
they feel threatened if someone crosses their classroom thresh-hold. They are often considered a "bit bossy" by their wider family and  "stuck up" by their 
neighbours. Oh dear! 



Also, teachers work with their hearts as well as their heads. There's the brain side with the pedagogy, as well as the emotional side with working so closely 
with the problems and vulnerability of pupils. Teachers have to balance their hearts and their heads and sometimes that balance slips. On top of all this, 
teachers get extraordinarily tired...if they do the job properly that is. 
So, with all these ingredients, get a crowd of them in the staffroom on an off balanced day and there can be fireworks, and I don't mean celebratory ones! 
Emotions become heated, colleagues become frosty and everyone suffers. 
The best saying, at a time like this. once came from a kind, yet assertive onlooker. 
  

"We' re not in the business of attacking each other! 
We're in the business of attacking the problem!" 

  
Everyone stopped and thought. Heated emotions cooled and frostiness warmed up. Professional 
attitudes were back on track and heads and hearts back in balance. Mmmm..that's better! 

 
10th March 2008 

Like mother, like daughters! 
From the moment her mother tugged her to school on her first day, Tracey P. was exhausting! She constantly tried to pull away and her mother said, "My 
girl's a wild un!" Once freed, Tracey was off , with no idea of boundaries and consequences, inquisitively into everything, cutting anything in sight with 
scissors, spreading sand along shelves, drawing in books, painting her face, glueing anything to anything, wandering off from the classroom. 



 
On swimming day, when the class was bathing suited and lined up to walk to the pool edge, Tracey was missing! I heard a splash and saw her nude, 
floundering in the water and gasping for air as I grabbed her! Daily, I sank into a staffroom chair exhausted whilst other teachers tried to reassure. "It could be 
worse Chris! " "How?" I questioned. No answer and then..."She could be twins". 
Years later, and in town, I recognised the now adult Tracey walking towards me, each hand tightly gripped on a wriggling girl.  "Mrs Lawrence!" she 
exclaimed. The children were still tugging for freedom. "My two girls are wild un's!" she confessed exasperated. "Thankfully they start school next 
week!" Tracey had ......TWINS! Poor teacher! 



                                                   
 

7th March 2008  



..Oops, sorry Miss!................ 
  
"That Colin in Year 8 has got to grow up!" complained a group of teachers in the Staffroom. To me they were more teachers of subjects rather than teachers 
of children, but I had to be sensitive in my response, if I wanted to have at least some of their sympathy. "He's a late developer! He couldn't talk until he was 
5. Yes, he's 12 now, but he's done well, even though he's like an 8 year old. We can't force him to be more mature, we just have to help him on his way!" I 
pleaded. The bell went, they left for their classes, but Mrs B., a P.E. teacher, had listened to me and was undecided about how she felt. Maybe I could win her 
over first. 
The air outside was icy, the fields around the school solid and white with frost. The whole of Year 8 were to do a cross country run, each P.E teacher wrapped 
warmly and interspersed round the course, clutching a clip board to check off the runners as they passed. Mrs B had checked off all but one pupil and looked 
back to see Colin, in the foggy distance, huffing and puffing. As he plodded nearer, she noticed his dribbling blue lips, his face muddy and his nose and eyes 
running. "Miss!" he panted, "I'm so c c c cold and I need a h h h hug!" Mrs B. recalled the staffroom conversation about this 12 year old who acted like an 8 
year old. She considered, took off her warm coat and put it on the boy. Had I won her over? Colin smiled appreciatively and then, putting his nose to the 
elbow of her coat, wiped his face down the entire length of her sleeve! Oh no, I had lost the day! The boy saw Mrs B's face and said, "Oops, sorry Miss!" Ah 
well, at least he had manners, which in itself melted the frost just a little! 

 
5th March 2008 



 
Well done William! 



The restored Shakespeare's Globe Theatre in London inspires imagining the settings, the colour, the noise, the shear entertainment of days, all those years 
ago, when the Bard was alive. What fun! No wonder I cringe at the way Shakespeare is frequently taught in schools, grey old texts, read round the room by 
bored teenagers... enough to make Will frown in horror! 
My Shakespeare class of lower set 15 year olds were hurrying down the corridor, the girls arriving first and in a group. They nodded a quick "Afternoon Miss" 
and included me in their lively conversation. "It's the boys Miss...all enthusiastic about things in the first place, yet don't have the get up and go to make things 
happen, just moan and try to get out of it with weak excuses!" "Bit like Macbeth!" I said. By now the boys were arriving and the girls were unpacking their 
texts, folders and pencil cases at a large conference table in the centre of the room. "Oh Miss, are they still going on?" asked the boys. "They just keep on 
and on and on push, push, pushing with their ideas and wanting it all done now!" "Bit like Lady Macbeth!" I said. 
I thought that would be the end of it, but the conversation continued as the boys unpacked and the girls were finding and quoting text and verse comparing 
the boys (or males in general) to the character of Macbeth. The boys were volleying a counter attack, insisting girls, (or females in general) were like Lady 
Macbeth, substantiating their views by confidently thumbing through the pages and also quoting text and verse. The pupils were animated by this and 
probably, let's be honest, by the fact that they saw this as a way of diverting me from my lesson plan. "What do you think?" I asked a timid girl, who had been 
silent throughout this banter. We all imagined it had all gone over her head. The room went silent. "Well Miss, I think that if Macbeth had not been such a 
wimp, and Lady Macbeth had not been such a snake, Shakespeare would not have had a story!" 
I could imagine William Shakespeare smiling and nodding his head at the comments of this completey unplanned lesson on one of his plays. Well done 
William! 

 
29th February 2008 

 
Being blown away  

It takes a lot of experience to be able to accurately pitch a whole class lesson, so it is doubly difficult for an inexperienced student teacher. Jane was on 
teaching practice doing a project on "Wind and Weather" with very young children. She decided they would each make a toy windmill, a stick with folded 
paper on the end that would catch the wind and turn. She could imagine them at the end of the lesson, smiling and carrying their finished windmills with pride 
and she carefully collected and prepared all the materials needed. But her supervisor, who had two students to oversee at this particular school, felt the task 
too difficult for such young children. However, with so much preparation already done, Jane wanted to go ahead, hoping for the best. 



The windmill making day arrived and with it, the supervisor! Jane smiled confidently and started talking about the wind. Despite Jane's hopes, the supervisor 
made no effort to leave the room, although she had not yet seen the second student down the corridor! The children started to fold and colour, but the 
situation looked wobbly. The supervisor stood to "Pop down the corridor to see Miss X!" As soon as the coast was clear, Jane called her class to attention 
with a, "Hands on heads!"  then rushed round the room finishing each of the 20 or so windmills. 
When the supervisor returned, the children were all smiling and carrying their finished windmills with pride. Jane and the supervisor exchanged smiles and no 
more was said!  
I have greatest admiration for that supervisor, who believed you often learn best by experience! 

 
27th February 2008 

                          
                                                   Maths or manners? 



           
  

Subject teachers in secondary schools are, like other teachers, often in a dilemma about the priorities of teaching their subject or teaching everyday life skills. 
Such was the case in Mr. J's lower set Maths class, when twelve year old Tracey W. was at one of the desks there! Tracey lacked social graces of all sorts, 
yet had an Eliza Doolittle charm. She was a skilled interupter and, with little effort on her part, always seemed to have the last word!  Mr. J recognised this 
problem so, one day, when she continually interupted the steady sequence of the lesson plan, he determined to quash this habit of hers once and for all! He 
had already told her not to interupt, ignored her arm that was stretched towards the ceiling  punching the air..and, at last, he felt she was getting the message. 
As he turned to face the chalkboard ready to draw grid lines, he looked at her and assertively said, "Patience!" With his back to the class, he had hardly 
drawn the first line when Tracey's  voice piped up... 

"..........is a virtue, 
Catch it if you can, 
Often in a woman, 

But seldom in a man!" 
  
Fortunately, his pupils could not see the exasperated smile and look of resolve on his chalkboard facing expression! He decided, yet again, to give up trying 
to teach Tracey social graces. It was hopefully far easier to sort out her double decomposition, hundreds tens and units subtraction, though that in itself would 
be quite another challenge! 

 



22nd February 2008 

 
Capital FOOTBALL. 

  
"Chris!", called the Head of P.E. "Why don't any of the boys in the low set reading classes sign up for football clubs or for team's trials. I know some of them 
are really skilled!" 
"How would they know about clubs and trials?" I asked. 
"During classes, I tell them to keep looking at the notice board in the corridor outside the gym, as I am always posting information there." 
"And how do you do the writing?" 
"Ah I knew you'd say that as you're always teasing me about my poor handwriting, so I print the notices clearly, I really do!" he smiled. 
"Does that mean you print in capital letters!" 
"Yes!" he said proudly. 
"Ah, those boys find great difficulty in reading texts that are entirely capital letters! They would be too embarrassed to stand in a public corridor working out 
your notice. They are more confident reading texts similar to that in their reading books.....lower case and with caps only for proper nouns and starts of 
sentences. For some of your potential best footballers, you might as well have been writing your notices in Chinese!" 
"Wow!" exclaimed the Head of P.E. "I'll change the notices now. But what can we do about this in school?" 
"I have boxes of comics for them to read. Comics nearly always use fonts solely in capital letters and, of course, they love reading them!" 



  
Now, years later, and on the other side of the world, I am appealing to anyone wanting to give practical help to boy's reading, to send or bring us a few 
comics, which are like gold dust on Dominica! Thank you.   

 
20th February 2008  

The corner where the stamp goes 

  
Whatever your age, it's hard for anyone to cope with the death of a family member. Such was the situation of a young secondary school pupil, whose mother 
had died and who found himself in foster care. He was distraught of course, and unable to settle in his new home or to settle into the working pattern of 
school. I met him to see if I could help. He wasn't angry, but he was so sad and bottling up his feelings. "I don't want my foster people to know that I am not 
happy or they will think I don't like them and they are too kind for that, but I miss my Mum so much, every time I think of her!" 
"I think you ought to imagine an envelope with a stamp up in the top corner. Can you do that?" He nodded. "And what is on the stamp?" I asked. "A face " he 
replied. "Imagine school and your new home like the envelope, but up in the top corner like the stamp, is your Mum's face. Try to do things that will make her 
face smile!" He grinned and said he thought he would like to try to do that. 
"Would you like me to 'phone your foster parents and tell them about our chat?" "Yes please, because I can't" he said. So I did, and they cried on the other 
end of the 'phone and were pleased he had at last talked about his feelings. 
Next morning, amongst the crowds of teenagers coming into school, I saw the boy in the corridor. 
"Oh Miss!" he said. He continued talking as he approached me, turning his head to face me as he passed and speaking above the noise "Thanks about 
yesterday...and my new Mum and Dad know about the stamp and envelope and don't mind!" He smiled and then turned to face the way he was 
going, walking on down the corridor to get on with his day. He now had a new "Mum and Dad" and a real Mum's face smiling from "up in the corner where the 
stamp goes". 

 
19th February 2008 



 
  

A.A.Milne wrote, 
"If a writer, why not write, 

Of whatever comes in sight?" 
                                              .............so I do! 

 
18th February 2008 



 
  

A Teacher's Two Marks. 
  

Mark "A" was such a perfect boy, his parents only pride and joy, 
So neat and tidy and polite, and went to bed on time each night. 

His parents then would nod and say, "The perfect boy is our Mark A!" 
Mark "B", the boy who lived next door, was on the other hand so poor 

At his behaviour...far too bold, would never do as he was told, 
Would scream and shout in such a stew, his parents knew not what to do 

Just got themselves in such a tizz, then groaned, "Well that's how Mark "B" is!" 
But Parents' Evening soon was nigh. The parents "A" held their heads high. 

The "B'"s looked gloomy all that day, so dreading what Mark's "Miss" would say. 
"Mark "A" is lazy, will not work, does everything he can to shirk" 
"Mark "B" is really teacher's pet, no cause to reprimand him yet!" 

The "A"'s snapped "Our Mark likes to please!" "Our boy's the pain!" confessed the "B"'s 
(In school Mark "A" was very bad, and Mark "B" was the perfect lad!)  

  
For some people, good kids are bad and that is really very sad. 

For others, naughty kids are good, especially if they're understood. 
So teachers note that it is true, kids behave only...... as you allow them to. 

  



by Chris Lawrence, who once lived in the same street as Marks "A" and "B"! 
 

16th February 2008 
  

 
Moving into Space 
Such a happy Dominican school,  yet so overcrowded and desperately looking for bigger accommodation and the class of 10 year olds were crushed into 
their seats on a rainy day, yet all polite and their head teacher whispering how well they all read and what progress they had made.I interupted their chat to 
congratulate them on their reading and asked for tips to take to other schools. They suggested, "Practice", "Find a good book!" "Go somewhere and shut the 
door!" But one big boy, slightly apart from the others, (if that could be possible is such overcrowding), was not contributing. Back with the head teacher, she 
explained that he was disruptive and in trouble a lot. Wondering if he was not coping with the work, she discovered he was an excellent reader and a good 
writer. I slipped over to chat with this big-for-his-age boy, elbows in, cramped there up close to the teacher's desk on this stuck indoors, oppressive rainy day. 
He smiled when I congratulated him about his reading and writing. I asked him what he liked to read and about, "Space" he said.."And do you write your own 
stories?" "Yes Miss..always about space!" "So you dream of going into space" "Oooh yes Miss!" "Keep working at it and you'll get there! I suppose you don't 
have access to the Internet." He did, so I gave him some addresses, this space man I had just found. 
Across the room, the head mistress was still surveying the overcrowded classroom. Two people dreaming of space. I hope these space dreams come true. 



 
13th February 2008 

 
Seeing through the colours 

Well over 20 years ago, American Helen Irlen discovered children having difficulty learning to read, because they were light sensitive. They did 
not necessarily have a physiological sight problem, but a visual perceptual difficulty. After much research, she established a screening system and individually 
prescribed coloured glasses that filtered out the exact amount of light. Their texts were no longer distorted, their reading progressed, as did their 
spelling. Many became less frustrated about literacy skills and behaviour improved. Some epileptic children, who were also light sensitive, wore appropriately 
coloured glasses and, over time, their drug prescritions were reduced. It all seemed too good to be true, so I investigated, met Helen and soon knew that it 
worked! Children who had symptoms of dyslexia, but who were not, in fact, dyslexic, were making huge strides in literacy because their visual perceptual 
difficulty was, at last, being addressed.  There was a lot of antagonism to this discovery, but proof was in the scores and comments of these seeing-through-
the-colours children. Cambridge University Research confirmed Helen's findings and U.K. optometrists provided children with prescription coloured glasses.  
  
Here in the Caribbean, I came across a very bright and articulate boy, who had repeated two years at primary level as he could not read or spell. He sat in 
front of a whiteboard with a fan and strip light over his head. Everything was strobing. He had constant head aches, squinted to keep out the light and 
wondered why he could not read and spell like others. Soon, two more children with the same symptoms in that same school were brought to me. Others in 
other schools followed. "Different coloured skin, but we are all the same mixture underneath" my doctor reminded me when I told him about Scotopic 
Sensitivity Syndrome. Now I have found more Dominican children who are light sensitive....all I have to do is work out what to do next! Individually prescribed 
coloured glasses have not got to this Caribbean Island yet, but at least we know where to start searching! 



 
Click here for more on 

The child with visual difficulties including Scotopic Sensitivity Syndrome or light sensitivity  
 

13th February 2008 

http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx
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Sewing net work  
Some pieces of fine net fabric in vivid assorted colours arrived in a box from overseas, so I got out my sewing machine, not to make ballet skirts, or those 
1960's frothy petticoats, but to make see- through wall pockets...yes, see-through wall pockets! 
There is so little wall space that can display children's work, and workcards here. Walls are hard concrete or open bricks and, when I remind teachers to put 
up wall displays at children's height, I know that this means it risks children knocking and damaging card and paper as they pass. 
But colourful fabric backs with see-through net pockets stitched in rows on the front, has been a very popular idea with teachers this week. The finished 
article is hung up calendar style and the pockets filled with workcards of the current topic. Children can see the workcards easily though the net and so pick 
the one they need to do next. The net keeps the waiting cards firmly in place and less likely to be damaged with passing pupils. 
So no ballet skirt making at present, but we have certainly found one way of putting things attractively up on the walls tucked in these see-through pockets 
                                                                ...and in some other sets of pockets with solid fabric on both sides this time, I slotted sheets of polystyrene or 
styrofoam. This make a very light pin board to display work ,  using push pins, which sink in well.  
Now what else came in that box, now that I have my sewing machine out? 

 
12th February 2008 



 
Toothy smiles  

As in most schools, the teaching staff deal with a lot of social as well as educational problems. Such was the case explained to me by an amazed head 
teacher, when I delivered an unusual parcel to her recently. 
The day before, she had been working with a very poor mother who was, with social difficulties, trying  desperately to provide her children with only the most 
meagre of needs. Such things as toothbrushes and toothpaste had to be low on her priority list, much to her regret, but she was proud of what she did 
manage to do for them. The head teacher respected the honesty and wanted the distressed mother to go away with something. 
"I had toothbrushes and little tube of toothpaste. I gave her them saying I needed to keep the last two sets just in case someone else came along. To be 
honest Chris, I wondered how I would come across any more tooth cleaning supplies and now look at your bag!" 
I had just offered a carrier bag of two dozen toothbrushes and two dozen sample size tubes of toothpaste saying, 
"I know these are not my usual gift of stationary supplies but a donor brought all this in her suitcase. Can you use it?" 
The head teacher had opened her mouth in amazement at the co incidence.  She gave a beautiful smile, as will so many of her pupils now. 

 
11th February 2008 
Writing in threes 
I was visiting a school  prior to doing a staff training session there on Classroom Management, wanting to make whatever I said, pertinent to that particular 
school.The school is unbelievably overcrowded, an old church divided into 6 small classrooms by old chalkboards. There are double desks with double 



benches attached and, particularly in Grade 6, many of the double desks had 3 children seated there for the day!  Children, backs twisted, were trying very 
hard not to knock each other as they wrote, some right handers, some left handers, pencils all trying to work in sinc! 
  

 
  

I introduced myself to this welcoming and smiling class and told them I would be teaching their teachers. (They seemed amused that teachers could be 
taught!) Maybe some of the children could be moved so at least their writing arms were not so easily knocked. 
"If you are right handed, put up you hand please" I said. Quite a number of right hands went up. 
"If you are left handed put your hand up please" Quite a few left hands went up. 
But the numbers did not add up, so jokingly I said, "Can anyone use both hands to write?" About four children each put up two hands! Amazed, I looked at the 
teacher. "Ambidextrous?" I asked. "Ambi  what?" asked one small boy to his friend. 
We all laughed, me at the fact that four of these children had developed enough manual dexterity in such overcrowding to be able to write with 
whichever hand that was most comfortable at the time...or that these four children were very bright and witty. Whatever the answer, there is certainly world 
talent here! 
"Ambi what did she say?" the small boy asked again, thinking he had missed the joke! 

 
8th February 2008. 

Ticks and crosses... 
  
How very simple, yet very clever, were the Nike advertising managers when they hit upon the idea of using a tick for the Nike logo! It crosses language 
barriers and informs everyone of approval, recognition, good quality,  praise and status. Just like the ticks teachers put on children's work. Ticks make 
children feel confident and congratulated, so inspiring them to go on improving with enthusiasm, even more so if those ticks have a clearly written compliment 
beside them! 
But what about the crosses? At one school, a cheeky teenage boy watched me do one of my last ever crosses, as he teasingly implied I was giving him a kiss 
when I drew my cross!  From then on, if work was incorrect, I marked it with a spot. The pupil then went away to self correct, smiling that the spot could soon 



easily be changed into a tick. I think this was one of the most educationally encouraging moves I made both for children and parents. It gave another chance, 
it taught pupils to edit carefullly and they ended up proudly displaying exercise books full of Nike ticks! 
  
Funny though, that these days, when I meet these now grown-up tick collectors, they say "Hello Miss!" approach my cheek with a smile and enjoy the kiss we 
exchange...but then these kisses are not done with a red pen on their school exercise books! 
  

 
 

 2nd February 2008 

   
Two school traditions or habits clashed yesterday and I was due to go to two schools each of which demonstrated the two different positions.  



On the Friday before Carnival, many schools have a celebration or fun day when the children, dressed in carnival costumes, go to school to play with their 
friends and have treats to eat. Yesterday was the Friday before Carnival and I went to a school which was throbbing with excitement and bright with various 
home made or hand-me-down costumes. This school was alive. The children had special snacks and ice cream...which is so expensive here, so a real treat. 
And the children were happily learning, not the everyday curriculum but one just as important. 
But on the last day of the month, the teachers in Dominica are so hard up and needing their pay, (teachers here get a very poor salary) that they close the 
school and go to the bank for their money and spend the day doing their much needed shopping! Yesterday was pay day and the second school followed this 
habit. As I drove there to take a class, the gates were padlocked, the shutters barred and the school dead. 
The staff in the first school have made arrangements not to have to visit their bank for their pay. The second school's staff prefer to lock the school doors for 
the day and follow the old bank visiting tradition. I have not yet had a chance to ask the children of the two schools, which way they would choose to spend 
this "Bank Holiday" day, but I felt sad for the ones I thought had missed out! 

 
1st February 2008 
Books and THREE Gazebos! 



 



There are many teachers on Dominica doing their best to improve school environments so that Dominican children can accelerate learning progress. 
Jean Thomas-Jeremy is such a teacher at the North East Comprehensive School and is in the final year of a University of the West Indies, Batchelor Degree 
in Educational Administration. She is also a sparkly, enthusiastic and passionate-about-teaching young lady! As part of her course, she has to undertake a 
school based project. She has to do a needs analysis, to plan, to fund raise, to inspire others to support her and to teach at the same time!  In Jean's school, 
there is a problem with under achievement in reading in the first and second forms. So what does she do? Take an easy option? No way! She is determined 
to fulfil her plans, to refurbish the school library with a wide range of books, magazines, comics and reference materials and to build THREE gazebos for 
children ro read and relax in and for teachers to use as outdoor classrooms!  



 



She deserves all the encouragement and support that anyone can give her don't you think? I wonder what the show-me-WOW Blog can do? I'll let you know 
Jean's progress. 
  



 



Good luck Jean from Show-me-WOW!........ 
  

(Since writing this blog, we have been able to send several boxes of books to Jean for her school library from 
show-me-wow visitors. She is delighted and says a big thank you!)    

  



The Show-me-WOW! BLOG archive  
   

BLOG archive...SEPTEMBER 2007 TO JANUARY 2008 
Here I write jottings of everyday living, each with an educational peppering. 

 
30th January 2008 
It seems fitting to finish this very full Blog Page 1 in the place where it started..at Mahaut Primary School, where, from the cliff immediately above the school, 
Hurricane Dean dislodged a huge boulder, which crashed down with mud and torrential rain, bursting through the classroom wall and destroying all 
the teaching and learning resources and the children's work.. 
  



 
Mahaut Primary School, September 2007 

  
Back in September 2007, the children said they were "angry and sad" when they recalled the tragedy, but were cheered with the small basket of supplies I 
was able to deliver to them, and, to show this, we went outside and flapped our hands by our faces and shouted,  "Fantastic!",   for the camera. 
  



 
  
Yesterday was the first time I had been back and the children, on lunch break, ran over chorusing  "Good Day" as I went to the car boot. They were already 
saying "You're the lady who taught us.." but they stopped as, by now, they could see the pencils and books and construction paper I was lifting 
out..."Fantastic!" they all shouted. A trail of children followed as my hiusband Q and I carried the box of supplies into the school. 
The room that had looked so forlorn back in September is repaired and repainted and now one of the most attractive classrooms on the island of Dominica. 
There are fresh charts, a table with workcards for group work and a Book Corner with a blanket to stretch out on and get lost in the pages of a book. (The 
teacher had been on one of my courses!) 
Congratulations to all who made this transformation possible and thanks again to all those everyday, overseas people  who sent school supplies, for their 
part in all this. Next week I shall take another photo and I shall ask the children, who, last  September admitted they felt "angry and sad", how it feels now. 
WOW! 



 
25th January 2008 
  

 Letter to Canada.....                                                                  
  

 
. 

    from Dominica.....                                   
  



 
Dear Hazel, 
I have happy memories of you coming to find me here in Dominica with plain notepaper with your firm's old heading on it. It was about to be trashed, so you 
rescued it for us. 
One recent Saturday, I helped a teacher brighten up his classroom area. The school is one room divided into 4 classroom areas by dreary old chalkboards. I 
covered his boards with bright sheets of construction paper. The children had been drafting and editing their Christmas holiday writing and were  best 
copy publishing on your note paper, the work  then to be piled on the teacher's desk. Yesterday, when I visited, I suggested we display the work on the 
construction papered chalkboards. 
As we were displaying her work, I congratulated the first child, asking when she last had her work displayed. "Never!" she said. I asked her how old she was 
 "Ten" was her smiling reply. 
The second child was younger and I admired her work too. She smiled. She wrote she had visited friends at Christmas, "but did not have eny presents this 
yere". I asked when she last had her work put on the wall. "Never ever!" she said, still smiling proudly. I didn't ask that question again, as I guess I would have 
had the same reply from all the others in the class! 
Here in Dominica, the children must supply their own exercise books, which are an assortment of shapes and conditions. There is rarely spare paper to do 
best writing on for display, so sadly  teachers cannot often consider including such an important educational practice.  
You see, Hazel, how wonderful your gift was for so many Dominican children. We are all so glad you saved that old headed paper from your firm's trash bin! 
With huge thanks from us all. 
xxx  



 
 

24th January 2008 

 
  

........Oxford versus Cambridge!.......... 

 
On Monday and Tuesday of this week I attended a Secondary Teachers of English Conference at our island's best hotel. It was to promote the use of the new 
"Our English" textbook, which was introduced into Dominican Secondary Schools last September. The publishers also wanted feed back, so any adjustments 
to the text book could be made before reprinting. 
The facilitators were anxious that Dominicans did not think they had been extravagant with the meagre education funds that are always carefully stretched as 
far as they will go on this island. At the end of the two days, the teachers were given promotion materials, books and book markers, charts and the usual book 



promotiongoodies and the facilitators, in the closing remarks, conscientiously reminded everyone that the conference was funded by Cambridge University 
Press, who would be sending even more books. 
"And will they send us some Oxford Dictionaries?" a teacher asked.  
"I think not!" said the facilitator. 
We all chuckled and giggled at length about this..after all, it was the end of an inspiring but also very concentrated two days. 

 
23rd January 2008 

Kangaroo Island  
  
I have just had an email from a dear friend, who is reading the Show-me-Wow! website from Kangaroo Island, Australia. She asks if her island might be 
added to my visitors' countries list, as they often feel that they are forgotten by mainland Australia. (And by the way, she even has her own blow up kangaroo 
to emphasise her point!) 
Kangaroo Island....what a wonderful name for an island...and what a wonderful title for children to write a story about too! Now there's an idea!  And what 
about if you read the children's stories with an Australian, (or should I say kangaroo) accent? Now there's a challenge! "Hello Darlings!" 

 
21st January 2008. 
  
Slow down, you move too fast! 



 
  

"You're walking like  European!" complains my husband when we are out shopping up and down the narrow and poorly lit supermarket aisles here in 
Dominica. 
"You need to slow down Chris" says our European doctor friend who has recently moved here. "You mustn't rush around in the tropics, our bodies aren't 
made for it!" 
I ponder and remember teachers in England forever on their feet, demonstrating a teaching point on the chalk board or moving round the room checking 
children's work.They rarely sit at their desks during the school day. Next, I remember teachers in Dominica seemingly spending the majority of their day sitting 
at their desks. Reluctantly I might have to admit these two men are right in declaring it is not natural to rush around in the tropics. 
Then my mind wanders to a school playground during morning break. I close my eyes and the children are shouting and laughing and running and chasing...if 
I don't open my eyes I might get knocked over in all the furore. And where am I? I have no idea! Playgrounds in both England and Dominica are exactly the 
same in dashing about...so how does the men's theory fit there, I wonder, as I smile? Maybe these two men are not quite so exact in what they say! 
  
So must dash! So much to do! 

 
20th January 2008 
  
To nag or not to nag? 
  
Today I am a teacher trainer of few words! I do not like to nag!  



Concise Oxford Dictionary .  
"Nag: verb, to find fault, to scold persistenty, to annoy by nagging, to gnaw to irritate" ..... 

  
Nagging does not work anywhere, including in the classroom! I am seeing a lot of it these days. There are much better ways to improve classroom behaviour 
and to save teacher energy and teacher wear and tear and to create a better learning atmosphere for everyone! 
  
 
Click here for Show-me-Wow page on Classroom Management 
  
 

 
16th January 2008 
  
A Tale of Two Reading Classes 

http://show-me-wow.com/classroommanagement.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/classroommanagement.aspx
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I often work with children who have all the tools to read well, but their reading is jerky and stumbling, because the teacher does not provide good quality silent 
reading opportunities. 
  
Take two adjacent classes each having a silent reading lesson. In one, the children have any old book of any reading level and sit in rows on hard seats. The 
teacher orders, "Get out your books and read!" and chats with a colleague or goes round the classsroom loudly reprimanding pupils who are not reading and 



disturbing those who are. At the teacher's whim, the class is sharply told, "Put your books away!" and any child who is lost in the pages in enthusiasm to find 
out what happens next, is publicly reprimanded for not packing up! 
  
Next door, the same lesson. Children have appropriate level reading books and an inviting Book Corner to quietly and independently go to without asking. 
They conscientiously choose their best place to be for silent reading.The teacher gives a gentle introduction, setting a soft working atmosphere and acts as 
role model reading silently at the same time. The atmosphere floats on the magic of stepping into the pages of a book. There is a gentle finish with a soft, 
"When you are ready, close your book and quietly put it away so you do not disturb others". Sounds lovely doesn't it? 
  
It is easy to guess which class will have the most skilled and enthusiastic readers! And what a dreadful, wasted opportunity the first teacher allowed! 
  
T.S.Eliot wrote of  
"Music heard so deeply, that it is not heard at all--- but you are the music while the music lasts" 
I describe good quality silent reading as, 
 "Reading read so deeply that nothing is heard at all--- but you are in the story while the story lasts." 
Good quality silent readers get lost, as they step out of their classroom and into the pages of their book. (And they often have a stretch and a yawn when they 
come back!) 
  
 
Click here for Show-me-Wow! page on Reading Skills. 
  
 
 
Click here for Show-me-Wow! page on How to make a tuffet 
 

 
15th January 2008 

Little donkey 
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A family in the our neighbouring English village had a young son who was born with only one eye. This lovely lttle boy adored animals and dearly wanted 
a donkey. But everytime a donkey was advertised for sale, the family went to buy it, only to find that, on their arrival at each seller's home, the donkey had just 
been sold. 
However, their last advertisement response was different. As they drove through this seller's fields, they could see a donkey. They knocked on the door 
hopefully, but only to be told the same tale, "Sorry the donkey we advertised is sold!" They were so disappointed. "But you have a donkey over there!" they 
remarked. "Oh your lad won't want that other one...that donkey only has one eye!" 
I don't need to tell you the rest! 
Too often we are like the seller and think we know what children want, when really we don't! 

  



  
  

 
Click here for page on Special Educational Needs 
 

 
14th January 2008 
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The English Language Lesson. 
I had an email from an American couple saying they would be going to their Dollar Store and asking what I particularly needed for schools. 
"There are two things that do not arrive in the stationery parcels that would be particularly useful," I wrote back. "One is knicker elastic to sew down charts 
and through which we can slot cards with childrens' names on. The other is inch wide, white tape for ties on school aprons" 
After their shopping exhibiton I had their follow up email. 
"What is knicker elastic? Are knickers what Americans call pants?" 
"No knickers are what the English call pants....American pants are English trousers!" 
"And what is white cotton tape?" 
"White cotton tape is a few  grades up from English bandage.... only Americans might call English bandage something else as English plasters are American 
bandaids! 
"Knickers!" I thought, which can also be a mild swear word in English. Maybe it would be better to forget knicker elastic and white cotton tape and ask for 
drawing pins. Oops, I just remembered. English drawing pins are American thumb tacks!" 
(I did not mention the English name for  American erasers, which always causes an American teenage giggle!) 
  
What is it my American friend Jen of http://livingdominica.blogspot.com says to me of the Americans and English? 
"We are two nations divided by the same common language!" 
Fun though isn't it? It certainly gives us many a chuckle! 
  
"I like your pants Chris!" said a young American man. "I hope you can't see them!" I replied. 

http://livingdominica.blogspot.com/
http://livingdominica.blogspot.com/


  

  
 

13th January 2008 



 
Jumping cow? 
When I was very small, I was never at ease with nursery stories that were not true to life. Animals wearing clothes and doing human things did not appeal to 
me as much as stories of human beings doing human things. 
And as for nursery rhymes, their truth too often puzzled me. Take, 
  

Hey diddle diddle the cat and the fiddle 
Well I could just about imagine a cat sleeping by a violin, but I didn't want to imagine a cat playing one! 

  
The cow jumped over the moon. 

Now this certainly did not ring true! 
  

The little dog laughed, to see such fun 
Well, I could imagine a dog shaking and rolling with excitement. 

That could seem like laughing, so that line was just about believable. 
  

And the dish ran away with the spoon. 
No way, only perhaps if carried by an escaping burglar in his swag bag! 

  



But, back again to the validity of that cow that jumped over the moon, I read, this week, about the unusual tornadoes over many parts of America. In one, it is 
reported that a cow was lifted right off the ground and carried though the air, to finally land three quarters of a mile away! Not exactly an over the moon flight, 
but never the less quite a phenomenom. 
Perhaps I should become more open minded about the "truth" in nursery rhymes in future, that is, once I have locked away my dishes and spoons! 
  

 
"See!", said the cow, smiling complacently, "I can jump high after all!" 

 
11th January 2008 

 
  

We see a rainbow almost every day here in Dominica, often see several a day. From our veranda we have a wide panoramic view of the rain forested 
mountains and the blue Caribbean Sea and we note where each rainbow ends and wonder who could find the pot of gold! 
Dominica is full of wonderful colours, yet even more are slowly and graduallly appearing in schools, from 



1).....the class that did poems on a theme of "Orange", where the children collected every orange article they could find to arrange round their poetry writing 
display, to 
2).....the 365 pupil school in Massacre, where, on the last session of my eight week course, the course teachers begged free paint and re vamped one dreary 
classroom, only for the other teachers in the school to be immediately so inspired, they came in teams during last Easter holiday to revamp all the other 
classrooms and brighten them with rainbow colours to 
3),..... the dull school I was invited to at the eleventh hour last Friday. With only a few days to go until the start of term, a teacher emailed for help. "I'll be there 
in 20 minutes!"  I said, and then loaded the car with gifts sent in from overseas by kind donors. The teacher and I spent Friday afternoon and Saturday 
morning clearing out cupboards, putting large sheets of construction paper over dreary old room-dividing chalkboards and bright fabric cloths over two old 
tables, where we displayed, face forwards, colourful story books.  
Visiting the classroom an hour into the first day of term, the children and the teacher looked as if they really had found a pot of gold amongst all these new, 
bright and cheerful rainbow colours. And to the donors who have sent paper and books, scissors and glue, thumb tacks and sticky tape, fabrics and merit 
stickers, string and clothes peg..oh and paint brushes, we would love to 
  
           "Sing a rainbow!" 

 



 
  

"Red and yellow and pink and green, purple and orange and....." 
 

9th January 2008 
  



 
  
Like father, like son! 
Maurice was a good plumber, but very slow to complete each task as he liked to talk, so much so that when we recognised the reasons for his tardiness, we 
arranged for Maurice to come to work on our building projects, when we were sure no other workman would be there. 
But Maurice was also the father of one of my pupils and so, having gone home and changed into collar and tie, he came, with his wife, to the School Parent's 
Evening, ready to hear about their six year old son's progress. 
"He is doing quite well, but his progress is hampered by the fact that whenever he is working near another child, he cannot stop talking! Obviously if he could 
control this problem, then he would get more done and so make more progress!" 
Maurice was amazed and determined to do something about this. "Thank you for what you are doing to help", he said. "I shall have a word with him about this 
and explain to him that his chatting is not getting the work done. I can't understand why he does not know this already at his age! 
I said nothing, but I detected a knowing smile in the eyes of Maurice's wife! 

 
8th January 2008. 



 
A Sticky Problem! 
  
Today's B.B.C.News includes the headline 
  
 "MEXICAN BOY GLUES HAND TO BED TO AVOID GOING BACK TO SCHOOL!" 
  
I think his teachers need to read the Show-me-wow! website so that school starts to be fun for him, don't you? 
(And thank goodness this would ever happen in Dominica...often,our glue here does not stick!)  

 
7th January 2008 



 
Back to school. 
At the start of school holidays, and when very young, my son Adam used to say that if he were "an important grown up person", he would make a law 
forbidding shops to put "Back to School" notices in their windows, along with school uniforms and dictionaries and school bags and stationary, anything they 
could display round this Adam-detested "Back to school" sign. 
  



In Dominica, the shop fronts do not lend themselves to such displays, as they are not made up of vast expanses of glass that would smash in a hurricane or 
magnify the heat that beats down and reflects off the concrete buildings and roads. However, the children probably have a similar feeling to the one Adam 
had, but it comes from a different source. Here in the Caribbean, the holidays mean extra freedom for school children, who go unacompanied to the beach 
and swim, or who wander off to gather grapefruit or to play in the warm sunshine. Here it seems they do not need to be so strictly supervised as in other 
countries. 
But their "back to school" often means a return to days that contrast so harshly to their holiday freedom, as term time often means sitting in desks facing the 
chalkboard and continually writing and listening whatever their age!. 
  
I must remember to ask Adam which he would prefer! 

 
3rd January 2008 
Leaping into Leap Year 



 
  
Oh the four times table! My primary school teacher had all the tables hand written on cards and hanging under the chalk ledge of the chalk board. My visual 
memory allows me to still see all eleven of them.  And when it was time to revise the four times table, the teacher would smother the chalkboard with  lists of 
year dates. We had to divide each year date by four and write, "This is a Leap Year" or "This is not a Leap Year!" 
  
Well the builders have returned today. They lost a lot of work in December when the island ran out of cement, so they said they would be working right up to 
Christmas and then be back very soon after to catch up. But their return did not happen as they said it would and, when we asked the foreman why, he 
explained that they were all " Too giddy!" (We call it something else in England!) 



  
But they arrived this morning looking cheerful and eager to give a "Happy New Year" handshake and eager to earn some money. "There will be more work 
this year!" said the foreman encouragingly. The guys looked pleased, wondering what was in store in 2008. "It's a Leap Year so you'll have an extra day's 
work!" he chuckled and teased. One of the younger builders turned seriously to another. "Yes you'll have to come to work on that day," he advised, "Or if you 
don't some woman will propose to you!" The speaker laughed, but the listener looked as if he would prefer the four times table to a Leap Year marriage 
proposal! 

 
2nd January 2008 

 
  
When walking through the village, I met a boy from the local primary school, who was out playing and enjoying his school holiday. I had last seen him before 
Christmas when I'd asked him when term finished. "Only 6 more days!" he said with a huge smile. So, this time, I said, "Happy New Year!" He smiled shyly. 
"When does the new school term start?" I asked. He thought for a moment and said, "I don't know!" 
  
I instantly remembered how precisely he knew when last term ended, yet did not know when next term starts! Funny that...but then it does bring back 
memories doesn't it? 

 
1st January 2008 
Excuses, excuses! 
My Dad was never absolutely comfortable about the secondary school I went to, and when he was telling me off and asking me to explain my behaviour, he 
would listen and say, "All that school teaches you is how to make up excuses!" From then, I tried not to make up excuses, but I have heard a few howlers in 
2007.  
  
Q tried to change some new sandals that were too tight. "You should have them that size!" said the shop assistant who did not want to change them, "You 
should not wear shoes that fit, or your feet will spread. A size smaller is better for you feet!" (And to think, no one had ever told my husband this before!) 
And talking about how little you can get out of the bank's A.T.M., a neighbour said, "You have to be glad that the bank don't want you to have too much. They 
are looking after your money because when you get older, you will need more than you need now!" 
And, at the Post Office, we asked why mail from Britiain could take as long as 5 weeks to get here. "Well the Royal Mail has been privatised and has been 
taken over by foreigners who don't know where anywhere is!" 



  
It's all as amazing as the boy at school who could have written a book on "Excuses to give when you have not done your homework!" He was the talk of the 
staffroom when he came up with one excuse after another.."It went in the washing machine" "The dog chewed it!" "Dad thought it was rubbish and used it to 
light the fire!"  But the one that finally outraged teachers was when he tried the "I left it on the Orient Express this weekend!" He was in big trouble then...that 
was until his mother wrote and sent the tickets to prove that was where he was the previous weekend! 

 
  



January 1st and all those resolutions made!  I'm sure that in a few weeks time, there will be lots of people making the exuse, "I never really wanted to be 
thinner anyway!" I wonder, will I be one of them, even though I try so hard not to make excuses? 

 
31st December 2007 and 1st January 2008 

 
Today, thoughts are focussed on New Year's Eve as Christmas festivities retreat into memories. The tapes that boom from the Dominica supermarkets are 
put away for another year..those tapes of well known carols that here, are put to a Caribbean beat, and the slow, traditional song that so often makes me 
smile as I drool in the heat and hear "I'm dreaming of a white Christmas". "What is snow and frost like Miss?" ask Dominican school children. When you are 
here, it is easy to forget what cold feels like! 
Many of the teachers here in Dominica met my son Adam during one of his two Dominican visits in 2007. He  later made  the educational and zany you tube 
on Nurnberg Castle, which is near where he lives and acts and sings. On Christmas Eve, he made another you tube about Nurnberg Christmas Market called 
"Christmas Angels and Bratwurst" and the Adam, who drooled in his shorts and T shirt taking a teachers' drama course here in Dominica, is there in Nurnberg 
looking frozen in layers of clothes and a thick scarf, heading stall by stall towards the one selling hot punch! 



 
From Adam in freezing Germany, and from me here in always warm, often very hot Dominica, may we both wish A Happy New Year to you wherever you are 
and whatever climate you are in. (And my husband Q says it too!) Thank you for what you have done for show-me-wow during 2007, whether it has been by 
reading the web pages for teaching ideas, or sending e mails asking for help, or packing and sending school supplies for those children who ask "What is 
snow and frost like Miss?" Have a great 2008 everyone. 

 
29th December 2007 



 "Smile please!"  

 
  
Oh dear, it's the gloomy season here in Dominica, at least for some people. The girl on the check out was sitting looking as if she had toothache and her work 
station was so cluttered, I wondered if she was taking any customers so I asked. She grunted and gave a slight nod, looked at my one purchase and 
unenthusiatically punched the cost into her till. 
It's not that I prefer the robotic chants of the check out girls in England "Would you like help with packing your bag today Madam?", " Any cash back today 
Sir?" Even when Q and I had just arrived from France and queued at neighbouring tills each clutching a tub of paracetamol, (strictly one tub per purchaser, so 
we were trying to stock up with two) and each with a ten pound note from our dusty little bank bag of sterling (in France we use euros) the girls were like 
robots. As it happened, we arrived at the two check outs at precisely the same time and the ladies said, in absolute robotic unison, 
"I am so sorry, this ten pound note is not longer legal tender, but can be exchanged in any post office or bank!" They obviously thought they were hearing an 
echo, then looked at each other, saw the funny side of the situation and we all four giggled. But Dominica customer service training is sparce and the shop 
assistants have not yet realised that it's actually the customers who pay their wages! 



Back in England, my little mother and I had rushed to shelter in a shop doorway during a sudden torrential downpour. The shopkeeper came straight to us 
and told us off for blocking his doorway. My timid mother said, "Oh I am so sorry!" I was amazed that she had spoken and even more amazed that she 
obviously planned to say more. She continued with, "It must be terrible to be as miserable as you are!" Good old Mum! 
Mmmm, teaching literacy is my passion and so it's high on my agenda as far as life skill requirements are concerned, but I have to wonder if politeness and 
genuine good manners should not top the bill, if you'll kindly, Sir or Madam, please excuse the pun! 

 
28th December 2007 
  
  

 
  
The under resourced secondary schools in Dominica  gave me my first culture shock when I arrive. They have many untrained teachers and universal 
education for children was introduced not long ago. Teachers complain to me that they are not experienced enough at coping with children of lower ability. 
But to my mind, what exaserbates these difficulties, is the firmly entrenched tradition of subject teachers moving from one room to another to meet 
their students there. These teachers can carry minimum resources  and arrive in a dreary and ill kempt room following the previous teacher, who is probably 
gathering a pile of resources for a completely different subject ready to struggle on to another uninviting room. 
Learning needs visual input as well as auditory, no matter what the age of those being taught, surely all educationalists know this! Learning cannot be 
accelerated if the teacher uses only a voice and a chalk board. Teachers need their own subject based room, where they can safely store their own collection 
of subject based resources that accelerate learning. The teacher needs to make the walls work to accelerate learning, so the children have charts to refer 
to, and subject based books and graded work sheets. The teacher needs easy access whilst teaching, to resources for the whole range of abilities in the 
class. A chalk board whole-class exercise is appropriate to too small a percentage of the children doing it. The rest are not being catered for in a teaching and 
learning efficient way. 



  
I feel passionately about this...and sorry, the subject is not very festive, BUT yesterday I had a 'phone call from a secondary school teacher with maybe a 
kindred spirit, who wants to know more and whose spouse has a similar job! Two senior manager teachers whom I am hoping might start thinking of having a 
New Year resolution that says... 
  

"Subject based classrooms, let's resolve to try it for at least a few subjects in 2008!" 
  
Oh the thought of secondary schools with subject based classrooms that are more conducive to efficient learning, subject based classrooms that teachers 
and children take a pride in and show respect for. Surely that would be a huge jump forward for the secondary aged students of this little island and for the 
teachers too! 
I am so pleased I got that 'phone call..... and now have my fingers crossed for the resolutions teachers might have for their secondary schools  in 2008! 

 
25th December 2007 
  



 
  

The best Christmas present 
Anoki was 5 years old, French speaking from a neighbouring French island, and trying his best to do his lessons in his new English speaking school. Seeing 
his teacher having difficulty explaining a new teaching point to him, I took him out of the classroom to try to explain in another way. He was delighted when, at 
last, he grasped the new concept. He thought, for a moment, to work out his English words and then said, 
"Thank you...I want to give you a present!" 
Seeing him struggling I said, "Do you know what my favourite present would be Anoki? Shall I tell you what I really like to have as a present? It's a smile. I 
love to be given a smile!" 
"Oh!" he said, looking disappointed. He took time to work out his words again. "But I wanted to give you some diamonds!" 
"That is kind, but I would much rather have a smile!" 
He thought for a moment yet again...and then, realising he needed to say no more, gave me a smile. I watched him walk down the veranda towards his 
classroom and, as he reached the door, he turned and waved....and smiled. And I smiled back of course. I hope that millions and millions of smiles are given 
as gifts this Christmas. 



 
 

22nd December 2007 
  



 
Christmas shopping 
Today, the shops in Roseau, our biggest town here in Dominica, are not especially busy. Food prices have increased steadily over the last months, farmers 
are waiting for the banana crop to recover from Hurricane Dean and builders are out of work, as there has been no cement on the island! They say that the 
town will be busier on Christmas Eve, as people traditionally congregate there, not necessarily to shop, but to meet up and chat. It is all so different from the 
shopping centres of wealthier countries, where: 
  

The folks go crazy 'mongst the crowds 
Of Christmas rush o'er vales and hills 

And weighed down with their festive bags 
And deafened by the shopping tills 

Along the path, 'neath Christmas trees 
They puff and pant with trembling knees! 

  
Continuous are the lights that shine 

And twinkle down their High Street way 
They stretch in never ending line 

And watch the shoppers spend their pay. 
Ten thousand pounds spent at a glance 

I wonder, would I like the chance? 
  



For I, when on my deckchair lie 
In vacant and in pensive mood 

Just cut and stick my home made cards, 
Or pick anthireums from the wood. 

I think of Christmas shopping.....Ban it! 
(Or am I from another planet?) 

  
By Chris Lawrence, with sincere apologies to William Wordsworth, who wrote a better poem about daffodils! 

  
 

21st December 2007 
  

 
Proud as a peacock 

  
You may know the story of Flat Stanley, the boy who was run over by a steam roller. I think his Mum rolled him up, tucked him under her arm and carried him 
home! I can't imagine what Stanley's mother's face looked like, but I can remember the proud-as-a-peacock face of a young boy, who was walking out of  
primary school at the end of the Friday session, with a roll of paper tucked under his arm. 
The teacher explained that each Monday, the class draws round one of the pupils and colours in the hair and face and clothes. The life size drawing is then 
pinned on the classroom door so that, during the week, any pupil or teacher can write a compliment about that child around the edge of the paper and sign it. 



"I like Jo because he is kind" ...Marie 
"Jo helped me choose a reading book" .......Rashad 
"Jo helped me when I fell over".....Amyra 
"Jo did some beautiful writing for me"...Mrs. Lawrence 
At the end of Friday, everyone reads all the compliments and discusses how much better it is to compliment classmates than to complain about them. Then 
the child of the week rolls up the paper and takes it home to read to the family and keep. 
The classroom door is now clear, ready for the next child's turn on Monday. Each week someone  has a turn to feel proud as a peacock, because of the 
compliments they have received. Wouldn't it be wonderful if more schools did this? 

 
20th December 

History in their shoes  



This week, some kind visitors from Belgium not only struggled here with a case of stationery for schools, but included a pile of history magazines. I have been 
enjoying reading them before the January term starts when I will deliver them to schools. 
  
I once worked with a new-to-the-school history teacher, who was very young and quite charmingly baby faced. There were titters round the staff room, 
as teachers worried about his classroom management skills. Most felt he hadn't a chance of controlling a teenage class, let alone holding their attention for 
long enough to teach them anything. And as for his pupils' exam results...well! But they were wrong!  
  
This young history teacher's parents had fostered many children whilst he had been growing up and he had learnt a trick or two about building relationships. 
Also he could tell wonderful stories, rich descriptions and credible character studies and we know, don't we, that everyone, no matter what age, loves a story. 
He was able to put the story into history. "Imagine what King so and so would feel like when this happened!" he would say to his class, "Put yourself in his 
shoes!" 
  
His classes across both age and ability ranges were enthralled. He had their admiration and respect, so much so that they responded to his classroom 
management in the spirit in which he ran it. Take the days someone turned up to the lesson without a pen. He had established his rule right from the start. He 
had spare pens, but would not risk losing them, so, anyone could borrow a pen, in exchange for a shoe! There was no need to discuss it and no need to 
interupt the lesson about it. Once a pupil realised he needed to borrow a pen, he would simply go to the spare pen pot, shruck off his shoe and walk back to 
his seat, one shoe off and one shoe on, but carrying his temporary writing tool. This wonderful teacher didn't need to moan or nag. He just had systems 
that his pupils not only knew, but also respectfully accepted and smiled about. No wonder there were sighs from the boys and tears from the girls when this 
teacher left for a promotion at another school.  He may not have gone with a leaving present of a pair of shoes, but he certainly left with every pen he had 
ever loaned! 

 
18th December 2007 



 
La Creme de la Creme. 
I was in such awe of one elegant and so typically English lady colleague, who had a string of top qualifications from top universities and who was never ruffled 
and always immaculately and expensively dressed. She was a gifted linguist and taught the older, more gifted pupils in the school, usually French. She was 
La creme de la creme and her pupils followed the same style. 
But one year her timetable included one less academic group and, a few weeks into term, she came to me for help and advice. She was looking, I have to 
say, amazingly, slightly ruffled! Not as much as an every day teacher, but yes, for her, slightly ruffled!  
"Chris, I have told that girl 8 times and she still doesn't understand!" she said, exasperatedly. 
"With respect!" I said humbly, "Have you told her eight different ways?" 
This learned lady looked, thought and smiled. She had got the point.  
Teaching is all about communicating. It is not about repeating the same thing over and over again trying to hammer it in. Teachers have to go on searching 
for the line of communication for each particular child..and then, when they have found it, (even if they have had to try eight different ways),  they have, at last, 
communicated successfully. Then they have truly taught. Mmm... La creme de la creme....perfect! 

 
17th December 2007 



 
And so to sew. 
Last week, we had a first visit to the home of some new friends, a facinating building and we enjoyed being shown round. In one room was a small, waist 
height, floor-standing cupboard I recognised at once. My mother had a near identical one when I was at primary school. You hinged back the lid and upturned 
a sewing machine. I watched fascinated everytime she used it, although this was not often. Mainly the cupboard was used to house a cardboard box, so over-
flowing with fabric scraps, you had to shut the door quickly before they tumbled out!  From the age of 10, I was allowed to amuse myself using up these 
scraps to sew things, marbles bags, cushion covers, kitchen curtains, dolls' bedding, anything I could think of. I developed creativity, concentration, shape and 
texture awareness, cutting and measuring, hand-eye co-ordination, (and foot too as it was a treadle machine!)....and, I learnt how to sew. 
  
Last weekend I was almost upturned myself, with my head deep in a tall cardboard box, and pushing a thick threaded needle, back and forth as I was sewing 
a seam up the side of the box. (Thankfully people who know me are rarely amazed at what I am getting up to!) I was sorting out a junk box to go in a 
classroom Art and Craft corner. The box I had was covered in advertisements and so I took it apart, planning to put it together again inside out. Then the 
clean side would be on the outside, so the box could be labelled, "Things for junk modelling" and the children could decorate it with wax crayon drawings. 
But sticking things together here in Dominican schools is a problem. Glue is expensive and not always sticky! See through sticky tape seems to have 
deteriorated by the time it gets to the shop shelves and few teachers have a reel anyway. I do ask friends overseas to send wallpaper paste, as, with that, I 
can make a big bowl full and decant it into jars for various teachers. It is cheaper to supply paper glue that way, but, once mixed, even this has a short shelf 
life.  
So what about my cardboard box? I looked at it challenged, thought, got out the needle and thread, and standing and looking at the prospective task ahead, I 
said..."And so to sew!" as I put my head into the bottom of the box and started the upward running seam. What a shame no one took a photo!  It could have 
been called "The things she does for education"! 

 
16th December 2007 



 
  
  
The teacher learns! 
I am constantly trying to improve my computer skills and hope you enjoy the clipart drawings I have added today to my Blog jottings below.Perhaps we should 
remember this when we consider books for children. Too much text is boring..pictures help to bring text alive! Everyone knows this, but we too often forget. 
Even exam papers should have pictures. And when listening to young readers, it is good practice to let them have a good look at the pictures in their books 
first. It is not cheating! It teaches them to take contextual clues and it helps them to acquire a better visual memory of the story. Too many teachers turn to the 
next page of the reading book and quickly cover the picture up. This is bad practice! Hearing a child read is encouraging him to improve his reading, not 
testing him on how many words he can sight read. So enjoy the pictures!  

 
15th December 2007. 

  



 
  
The little drummer boy.... pa rumpa pum pum 
  
I knew the 9 year old boy who came to me for the reading test. He was the school drummer and he played his drum with passion and enthusiasm at every 
school opportunity. Everyone enjoyed watching him and I told him how much I enjoyed his playing. 
His reading score was fine and I asked him what his weakest area was in school. "My spelling!" he said gently shrugging his shoulders and giving a small 
smile. "Why is that?" I asked. "I don't know!" he confessed looking as if he wished he did. "But you are a drummer!" I said "You are full of rhythm! You can use 



this to be a better speller!" He looked interested. We looked for a word he could not spell and practiced putting a rhythm to it. He made one up instantly and 
smiled with surprise. "That's all you do!" I said. "If you have a word you are finding difficult to remember how to spell, or if your teacher gives you a list of 
words to learn for a test, sit down at your drum and give each one a different rhythm...and drum the words and practice them and enjoy them...and then when 
you have a test, or when you need to write the word, the rhythm will come back into your head and your brain will whisper the letters in the right order!" 
"Wow!" he said. 
Next day he told me he had tried it..."And drumming spellings really works for me Miss!" he said. 
"That's because you are a little drummer boy!" I said. "Well done!" 
  
 
Click here for tips on Spelling and Independent Writing via the Show-me-Wow! page on Writing Skills. 
  
Click here for Acelerating Literacy through Music and Rhythm 

 
13th December 2007 

 
The Internet pre Chrismas break! 
Yesterday, I went to a primary school to do a teacher training session on how to best use the Show-me-WOW! website. This school has its own computer 
room, though, like all school computer rooms in Dominica, the computers don't always work. Sadly, there seems to be a great shortage of technicians to keep 
up with repairs and many donated computers are not in use as much as they should be. But at this school, 11 computers were set up, all showing the bright 
blue screens of the Show-me-Wow Home Page. The tired, but smiling, end-of-term teachers came at 1.30p.m.straight after finishing their teaching day, which 
started at 8a.m. 
"Who is this Chris Lawrence?" they said, peering at my photo on the screen and teasingly smiling at me!  
  
This is a friendly school and I planned a brief introduction to the Show-me-Wow! site and then let the 14 teachers explore it. They are all at different 
computing stages, from highly proficient to just gingerly learning mouse control. I intended to ask them for feed back and ideas. 

http://show-me-wow.com/write.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/write.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/write.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/write.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/write.aspx


So there we were, just about to start to explore the site when the Internet went down for the afternoon!! 
I was so European... sad and cross ("Weak word!" my English teacher used to red scribble in my exercise books!) 
But the teachers smiled and took it all in their stride. "Not to worry!" they said, "We can do it another time!...After all..this is Dominica!" So we sat back and 
chatted and gradually, one by one departed. No rushing away for a bus or frantically using this unexpected free time to squeeze in yet another stressful pre-
Christmas task. The Internet had taken a pre Christmas break, so we did too...after all, "this is Dominica!"   

 
12th December 2007 

                            I believe in angels..........  
  
When I was born, the midwife told my mother, "You have a beautiful daughter, but she will never be able to wear pink!" My mother wondered why, then saw 
my bright red hair...quite a shock as both my parents had brown hair! 



So I didn't wear pink or many other colours because of my bright red hair. I was usually dressed in white. I can remember now, when I,  then aged four, had 
fallen over in some mud, when out on a walk with my uncle. It was not easy to keep clean-looking when you are dressed in white and I blamed my bright red 
hair for all this muddy trouble! I was fed up with white! 
When I was 10, my primary school head master announced we would act a Nativity Play in church. I really hoped I would be Mary, but when he announced 
the cast list, he called my name and then said 
"The Angel Gabriel...what other part could we give someone with such lovely bright red hair?" 
But I didn't want to be a white clad angel! I smiled in acceptance, but still remember my disappointment. However, my Mum made me an angel's dress in thick 
white fabric for the December cold English church, and my Dad bent a wire coathanger into shape and covered it with tinsel for my halo. It wasn't so bad to be 
an angel in the end! 
Some children in school are very well behaved and, it is often said,"They are little angels!" But children at the other end of the classroom 
behaviour spectrum certainly show they do not want to be little angels! Yet my heart often goes out to these more demanding pupils, because I sincerely 
believe that the reason most of them behave in a non-angelic way, is because the work they are given does not inspire them and so their results are poor. 
They crave attention so much, they are prepared to get it by being reprimanded rather than not get it at all. If they had activities more suited to their ability, 
more suited to their active personalities, they would gain the attention they seek through the compliments given for their new found school success. (If they 
are also given a classroom job to do and praised and complimented for doing it well, then even better.)  I believe that those pupils who show they don't want 
to be angels, with the right teacher approach, can turn out to accept that it is not so bad to be an angel in the end! 
  



 
Thank you for the compliment! 

  
Click here for Show-me-Wow! page on Classroom Management 

 
10th December 2007 

http://show-me-wow.com/classroommanagement.aspx


 
  

If I ruled the world 
  

I receive e mails from lovely Show-me-WOW! site visitors from many parts of the world. Some are interested in learning about as many aspects of Dominica 
as they can, as they'd love to visit or even dream of living here. Others want to help our poorly resourced schools and describe the box they keep, where they 
collect items to send, or to deliver personally. (Last week, two such visitors came to my home to supper, to deliver new stationery, but also a bag of erasers 
the young lady had brought from her teenage collection. WOW!) Others write that they use Show-me-WOW ideas in their own classrooms or in staff training, 
and applaud the Show-me-WOW philosophy. From the affluence of schooling in first world countries, to the poverty in third world countries, I learn more about 
everyday people like you and me, living in many different places and in  different learning conditions. I see some children in rich countries being in danger of 
being over indulged with materialism, of becoming self centred, disaffected and consequently unable to reach their full potential both now and in adult life. I 
see some children in poor countries in danger of lacking in food, in decent shelter, and in quality education, also becoming unable to reach their full potential 
both now and in their adult life. 
  
So if I ruled the world what would I do? I certainly would not pour money into every school, but I would definitely seek teachers who could and 
would understand how children learn. They would have to be creative, because a creative teacher can make lessons fun and easier to understand and can 
improvise with resources and equipment to make the classroom a stimulating environment making children feel special and education  special too. These 
teachers would use less chalk and would involve children in more active learning. Schools would be places where there is a lot of smiling in congratulations of 
success...teachers would look for things to praise and never be always searching for ways to criticise, as if they were factory inspectors! Teachers would 
believe that children learn better, when they know the teacher likes them and makes them feel safe.  



  
Mmmm! If I ruled the world, I certainly could not do all this on my own! I would need all the people who visit the Show-me-WOW website to help, because 
from meeting you when you visit Dominica, to reading about you in your e-mails to me, I know we all share, no matter where we live in the world and in what 
circumstances, a kindred spirit in wanting as good an education for our world's children as we can possibly provide. Maybe that well know song should now 
become."If we ruled the world" the we being all of you Show-me-WOW visitors.... along with me too please! 
Cheers! 

 
8th December 2007 
The Nativity Scene 
Some school children will be practicing parts for the annual Nativity Play now. I have so many stories of the blips that I have experienced over many Nativity 
Play years, but one of my favourites is the blip that happened right at the beginning of the Christmas Story, where Joseph approached the third inn keeper 
and said the words he had already said to the two innkeepers before. 
"My wife is tired and is going to have a baby, Please do you have a room for us in your inn?". 
Now we all know that the innkeeper had no room, as Bethlehem was full and this innkeeper was supposed to tell Joseph this sad news, but, instead, 
this innkeeper said, 
"Yes I do have room!"..... and consequently stopped the play! The audience held their breath, no one knew what to do next and then, the amazed teacher in 
the wings whispered, shaking her head, 
"No you don't have any room. You remember you only have the stable!" 
The third inn keeper turned away from Joseph and Mary to peer at the teacher and took a moment to think. The hall was still silent and then, at last, the third 
inn keeper, looking at the teacher said, 
"Oh, all right then Miss! 
He then turned to Joseph, paused for a moment and said, "Sorry Joseph, but I only have the stable!" 
Everyone sat back, much relieved and the well known Nativity Play continued with no more blips. 
  

********************** 
  
I made this Nativity Scene quickly from 1lb.brown paper bags and scraps of fabric held in place with string or ribbon or staples. The bags are stuffed at the top 
and secured with string under the chin and then the clothes are put on. The characters should stand up on the opened up bag end, but may need propping on 
a little pot. 
  



 
A stick with a wire tag hooked on the end makes the shepherds' crooks. 

  
  



 
The three kings, made out of small, brown paper bags and fabric scraps 

  



 
Mary and Joseph and Baby Jesus. 

The manger is three pieces of cardboard, one folded in half for the top and the other two each have a V shape cut out of them to form the two ends that 
support the top. 

  



 
The Nativity Scene 

 
6th December 2007 



 
Dashing away with the smoothing iron x 65! 
We have new neighbours from Holland and they have built their house and just moved in. Their belongings arrived in a huge container and now they are 
unpacking. Everytime I pass their new house I am beckoned in to collect packaging to use in schools. The cardboard boxes are adapted to hang up on walls 
to pin up displays, (there is very little pin board here) the bubble wrap used similarly, but yesterday I was given two boxes of crunched up white newsprint. 
Children here have little if no paper to draw on and so last evening I ironed 65 crumpled sheets of newsprint. It doesn't look too bad, more like silk paper after 
my ironing. Anyway, how could we throw it away, when there is such a shortage? So there I was "dashing away with the smoothing iron" whilst my husband 
cooked supper. (I'll find any excuse not to cook!) 
I wonder what my kindly new neighbours will give me today from their unpacking. Whatever it is, I feel sure that between us, we will think of someway it can 
be used in the schools here and I want to thank them from the Dominican children who so love to draw, but who so often don't have the paper on which to do 
it! 

 
5th December 2007 



 
Charles Dickens. What would he say? 



  
"Please Sir, May I have some more?" 
Poor Oliver Twist, shy and reserved, but, overcome by his hunger for food, plucked up courage to ask for more gruel! I think this part of Charles Dickens' story 
touches everyone's heart, and that, of course, was what this wonderful author aimed to do, in his effort to use his own special skills, to help others realise the 
situation of orphaned boys like Oliver in Victorian England. 
A large proportion of teachers in Dominica are not trained! Some arrive straight from being school pupils themselves, to often teach large classes in maybe an 
overcrowded room that is shared by three other classes! One such very young, untrained Dominican I met, could hardly write on the chalkboard, because the 
first row of desks dug into her thighs! She had the makings of an excellent teacher, but was criticised for her pupils' Maths results not being up to standard. 
How she worried and nearly gave up! 
But the officers at the Ministry of Education here in Dominica are trying to change this situation, so that all teachers are trained within the next few years.... a 
mammoth task. This teacher training  takes place several afternoons a week, which does not effect the schools that operate from 8a.m to 1p.m. so much, but 
those which operate from 9a.m. to 3.30p.m. suffer a serious teacher shortage on a regular basis. 
I visited one such school yesterday. The children know me and always welcome me there. As I went into the Grade 1 classroom with no teacher, I received 
lots of smiles...and then, a small, timid boy approached me, looked up at me with huge brown eyes, holding up his hand in which he held a small piece of 
chalk. 
"Please Miss, will you teach us some more?" 
My own Dominican Oliver! What would Charles Dickens say I wonder? 

  
 

4th December 2007 

 
Bob's fishy tale. 
When I visited a school on the outskirts of Roseau last week, I was delighted to be in 
the Grade 2 classroom of one of the teachers who had been on my 8, Thursday 
afternoons "Accelerating Literacy Skills Course" earlier this year. She told me her 
teaching had benefitted so much from the course and I could see evidence of this, not 



only in her own enthusiasm and general attitude, but also in the classroom itself: fresh 
charts that were currently in use, others stashed tidily away, childrens best work given 
great prominence on the walls, an interest table built after a walk along the shore 
listening to all the sounds there and a book corner with three little tuffets beautifully 
made from 3 recycled Cab,e and Wireless spools. She sighed with contentment and 
said, "And I want to get a fish in a bowl next, so the children have something living in 
here!" 
I came away thinking about her words and the poem I once wrote about Bob,an 
English goldfish I once knew. 

 
Bob's Fishy Tale 

"I never meant to say it, (but I think it’s now ok) 
That living lonely in my bowl was boring  every day. 

Just think of going round and round, [in fact my bowl was square!] 
And trying hard to look alert, when people came to stare. 

There were a few bleak changes, the occasional scoury clean 
But usually I swam around in water thick and green! 

And then my great experience, the day my shelf came down, 
I fell amongst the Christmas veg., the saddest fish in town. 

I lay there slowly gasping, my wet scales drying out, 
Between a large potato and a crinkled Brussel sprout! 



Thank goodness someone noticed, I felt quite in the pink 
So when he picked up lonely me, I gave a friendly wink. 

Back swimming in my glassy bowl, soon gave me such a thrill 
And yet, to be quite honest, my life was lonely still. 

 
But now I’m in the village pond, this change has made me glad, 

I’m looking for a girlfriend, as I’d like to be a dad. 
So when you come to visit, make it an extra job 

To stop off at the fishpond and look for me, I’m Bob. 
And if you see some little ones there, swimming round with me 

You’ll know my life’s less lonely with my fishy family!" 
 
  

I hope the fish that goes to live in this lovely classroom near Roseau will end up being 
happy like Bob! 
 
Click here for Show-me-Wow! page on Learning Environment  

 
3rd December 2007 
Greetings card pictures please. 

http://show-me-wow.com/learningenvironment.aspx


Exchanging Christmas cards and other greetings cards is not big in Dominica, so 
maybe Show-me-WOW! blog readers off the island can help. You see, the children 
here do class lessons from a chalk board or a text book, all working at the same 
exercise. The trouble with this is that the slow ones are out of their depth and lose 
confidence or get sad or angry or disruptive, the brighter ones are not stretched and so 
they become bored and angry or disruptive and the middle ones are...well, in the 
middle! They can do the work, but will sometimes copy the feelings that come from the 
frustrations of the others. (Remember when you were at school?) 
The children need differentiated work and the cheapest way we can supply this is by 
making work cards at levels geared to the different abilities in the class, so each child 
has tailor made cards. We use plain pieces of manilla card, and we can write 
appropriate questions, but we need pictures to illustrate them. 
I am asking blog readers for things that cost them nothing, but that would be treasures, 
if passed on to the children in Dominican schools. Please would you send us your old 
greetings cards and post cards? 
But before you rush, there are two points to consider: 
1)Please, we cannot use lots of cards of snow scenes and holly and robins as they are 
not so appropriate here, but cards of everyday things like animals, birds, cars, dolls, 
flowers, houses, scenery, anything else would be so useful. 
2) To save on weight, we do not need the backs of the cards, just the pictures, so it 
would help if you trim the cards before you post them. 



  
How sad it is to throw lovely pictures away, when they could be used to make work 
cards and to give such educational pleasure to lots of Dominican children in poorly 
resourced schools. 
  
Thank you for thinking about this idea. Maybe your friends and family could help collect 
too. Greetings! 

 
2nd December 2007 
From little acorns mighty oak trees grow. 
And trees make paper to make books! 



 
  
This week I felt someone really showing me Wow! Andrew, from London, would call 
himself an ordinary chap doing an ordinary job. But Andrew's parents are from 



Dominica and his aunt was headteacher at a Dominican primary school before she 
retired. She sowed a seed in Andrew's head about her School needing reading books 
and so, every month, Andrew has, without fail, been sending three or four books to the 
School for their Library. Amazingly, he has done this for ten years! So, whilst in 
Dominica on holiday, the School decided to honour this "ordinary chap" and invited him 
to a special celebration. They held a service for him in their church, they danced and 
sang to him in their playground and they named their reading room after him, by 
unveiling a photo of him surrounded by hearts and by the books he has sent, all to 
show Andrew, as the sign says, "You are precious to us!" 



 
  
  
Andrew's small, but much valued monthly parcel, has grown to a collection of between 
350 and 400 books! But this month, Andrew did not send a parcel. Instead, 



he delivered the books himself! We all had a lump in our throats as Andrew made his 
first ever personal delivery. To Andrew everyone wanted to say, "Thank you and Wow!" 
I think Andrew wanted to say Wow! too for his wonderful tribute. 
  

 



"When I was young I went with my two brothers, one older than me, one younger, to the 
library to borrow books. I read the ones I borrowed and then the ones my two brothers 
borrowed and I learnt to love reading. 
I want you to love reading too and that is why I send you the little book parcels every 
month." 
  
 
Click here for Show-me-Wow! page on Reading. 

 
 

30th November 2007. 
  
Music Maestro Please! 

http://show-me-wow.com/readingskills.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/readingskills.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/readingskills.aspx


 
  
Last summer, Q and I were invited to a lunch party way out in the middle of the island. 
The invitation was for 1 o'clock, and being British, we set off in good time and duly 
drove through the gates of our two hostesses' garden at one precisely.  But there were 
no other cars to be seen. Perhaps we were the only guests...a small party we 
supposed! We walked in past the barbecue and there was so much food! Surely we 
would not be expected to eat all that! Of course, we had forgotten, that a 1 o'clock lunch 
does not mean a 1 o'clock arrival in Dominica! A 1 o'clock lunch means an at least two 
or three o'clock arrival here. Being far too early, we offered to help, but generally 
chatted to our hostesses and Brian their helper. 



  
Brian was in the kitchen  stirring a huge pan of something. The shape of the kitchen 
was such that he had his back to me, but we chatted cheerfully and I thought, "What a 
nice chap!" He was a teacher, teaching Maths in a secondary school here. His eyes 
sparkled, as he talked about his job and how he constantly tried to build up his own 
bank of Maths resources to take them from one classroom to another as is the 
Dominican secondary school custom (sadly,no subject based areas here, unless it is 
for Science or Home Economics! Aren't Maths and English and other subjects as 
important then? But, oh dear, that is another of my hobby horses!) 
  
Then Brian, still with his back to me and still stirring the pan said, "But I'm afraid I'm 
stuck with the job!" Oh dear, and he has such enthusiasm and vitality, just the sort of 
teacher Dominica needs to nurture and treasure and keep! "I'm so sorry to hear that!" I 
said. "But what is it that makes you feel stuck with the job?" 
" I like it too much to do anything else!" he said, and we laughed, me with relief and 
Brian at his teasing me. 
  
But that is not the end of my tale. Just a few days before the start of term Brian, like 
very many other teachers on the island, was suddenly informed he was to change 
school! From teaching Maths in a secondary school, he was, in a few days time, to 
teach music in a primary school! His personal, treasured collection of  Maths teaching 



aids were to be put out to pasture and now, this enthusiastic young teacher, has to start 
from scratch, collecting all over again. 
I am hoping that someone who reads this blog, will have something to start off Brian's 
music teaching resources whether it is an old recorder, some manuscript paper, an 
ocarina, handbells, absolutely anything to make his lessons go with a swing.The 
children have so much rhythm here in the Caribbean, and with Brian they have the right 
teacher...they just need something that will allow them to make a tune to 
                                                            

 "Strike up the band!"   
  

 
Click here for Show-me-Wow! page on Music and Rhythm 
 

http://show-me-wow.com/musicandrhythm.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/musicandrhythm.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/musicandrhythm.aspx


 
27th November 2007 
Authors as friends 
We have been listening, on B.B.C. Radio, to the first of four readings of Michael Morpurgo's "Private Peaceful" and enjoying the style of one of my favourite 
authors. 
I read Michael Morpurgo's "The Wreck of the Zanzibar" as a literature project when teaching 11 year olds in England. I took a thematic approach and did all 
our Language Arts around the story, grammar, descriptive writing, poetry writing, letter writing etc. We made a huge collage frieze on the classroom wall of 
the setting on the Isles of Scilly off the west coast tip of England and added the main characters, a twin brother and sister standing on their island and looking 
out to sea. The pupils used to face the freize as I read the story and I believe the collage came alive to them as they looked and listened. We enjoyed it so 
much that we all wrote to Michael Morpurgo and this started up a correspondence. It was wonderful that through writing back to us, our favourite author 
became so real too. 
  
I love it when teachers make a point of reminding the children of the names of the authors of the books they are reading to the class...and the illustrators too. 
Somehow it makes reading more every day, that books come from people they can identify with. Certainly we identified with Michael Morpurgo and, as we 
learnt more about him and the "Farms for City Children" that he runs with Clare his wife, a charity to give holidays in the country to children who live hemmed 
in in inner cities, we tried to do a little fund raising to help. When speaking on the telephone to Michael Morpurgo one day, I confessed to him I had never 
spoken to anyone famous before. "Oh I'm only everyday!" he answered. But that was just it! His everydayness made the children feel that an author was a 
real person like them and maybe they could write good stories too! 
  



 
  
Now, years later, I feel sure that the children who had "The Wreck of the Zanzibar" as their class reader, will remember at once and with a smile, the name 
and personality of Michael Morpurgo. In this way they were able to experience another facet of the book, which added a great deal to their enjoyment of it. 
It is good to help children find a favourite author, as once the relationship is formed, the children can go on looking enthusiastically for more books by the 
same person. I have known many children fledged with reading in this way. A visitor to Dominica last week wondered about her daughter, who is an eleven 
year old reluctant reader. "What is she like?" I asked. "Oh busy and into everything and everybody and old for her age!" "Try Jacqueline Wilson" I said. " I 
know a similar child in Dominica and she made friends with Jacqueline Wilson and now she can't stop reading her books! 
Authors as friends. What a cosy thought for young readers....and old ones like me too! Wow! Thank you so much Michael and Clare Morpurgo! 

 
26th November 2007 
To Iain my nephew, who is a Norfolk (England) Scout 

Schools in Dominica           
West Indies           

26.11.07           



 
Dear Iain, 
  
Your Dad has told me that you and your scout group might be able to help us collect school supplies for the children of Dominica. That would be wonderful, 
but you need to know what to say to the scouts to interest them and to show them how much we need and would appreciate their help. 
  
Your schools in England are very different from the schools here and I think you would have a sad surprise if you visited Dominican schools. I expect you 
think of Dominica as one of the islands you saw when you watched the film "The Pirates of the Caribbean". The island  is absolutely beautiful and always 
warm and surrounded by amazingly blue sea. You probably think of it as being an adventurous place...great for pirates as well as a great place for a scout 
camp. I know you and your scout friends would love it! 
  
But what about the schools here? 
Imagine a playground that is hard earth with a broken fence around it letting in stray dogs that make a mess everywhere! 
Imagine classrooms being dull with only old charts that are tatty and dirty and lights and fans that don't work and haven't worked for ages! 



Imagine the floor that is hard-to-clean old concrete and desks wooden and uncomfortable with sometimes three children having to share a bench that was 
meant for two..so it is difficult, if not impossible, to write neatly. 
Imagine a blackboard used so much that the black paint on it is not really black and the chalk writing hardly shows up. 
Imagine a pile of only six old books in a Book Corner that are torn and shabby and don't really make you feel you want to read them. 
Imagine no coloured pencils, no wax crayons, certainly no art and craft materials. No glue, no scissors, no craft paper. 
Imagine you have to write all day as there is nothing much else to do other things with!... Iain, I can hear you say "UGH!"  
  
I know you have lots of books that you four boys have grown out of,on your shelves or in boxes in your garage. 
I know you could find a dozen old coloured pencils that you would hardly miss if you gave them away. 
I know it would be a thrill to Dominican children if you sent old comics instead of giving them for waste paper. 
I know you have cards we could use to make work cards for the children, because the text books they use are often drab and boring. (Old Christmas cards 
are ideal, but not the snow and holly and robins ones please , for we don't have snow and holly and robins in Dominica, but cards of animals and planes and 
other more everyday things would be brilliant,) 
  
So you see Iain, your school in Norfolk is very very different and you know I am trying to help Dominican schools make learning more interesting and more 
fun. I would love you and your scout leader Dad to tell the Norfolk scouts all about this "Pirates of the Caribbean" island and especially about the schools 
here, so that maybe they would all give just a few things to be shipped here. 
Then we would shout , "Thank you Norfolk Scouts! You are Faannnnttttaaaasssttttiiic!" so loudly, hoping you would hear us all the way across the world from 
Dominica to Norfolk! 
  
Good luck Iain, for when you and your Dad ask your scout friends. 
Hope you are enjoying the cold. It is so hot here! 
  
Lots of love from Auntie Chris xxxx 
  
P.S. I miss you all so much! 
  
 
Click here for Show-me-Wow! page How can you help? 
 

 
22nd November 2007 

http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx


 
My Cucumber Boy 
  
Yesterday, I visited my village primary school and, finding they were unexpectedly short staffed, volunteered to help, so took a class of 12 Grade 3 and 4 
children. I thought it would be fun if we did some drama work leading into creative writing. I  gave a tip to make their work extra interesting. I said, "Try and 
include original  ideas." 
Their faces told me that this was an unfamiliar word, so I wrote it on the board and said,"Let me tell you a story to explain". They settled to relax and listen. 
"When I first started teaching I had a class of 28 children of your age. I wanted to get to know them quickly, so asked them to write about themselves. After 
school, I took the 28 books home to mark. One by one, the writing started with words similar to,,,"My name is Joe Smith, I live at Blank Road and I am eight 
years old" "My name is Mary Brown. I live at Space Road and I am nine years old" "My name is...." 
And so it went on as I read through the 28 books.  
Then I came to Clive's book, expecting the same pattern...My name is Clive etc...but it didn't!  Clive started with..."I have the most unusual way of eating 
cucumber!" (Even all those years ago, long long before any thought of a show-me wow website I gasped WoW! ) 
"Whose work was the most interesting?" I asked the Dominican children. Hands shot up with, "Clive's Miss!"  
"Well done! And it was interesting because it was original" I pointed to the word original on the chalk board. 
"Now see if you can create original writing like Clive did!" 
As they settled to work, I wondered about Clive. What would he be doing now? Would his creativity and originality have made him some successful big 
business tycoon, jetting the world, having round-the-clock computer conferences, wearing a smart grey suit and gold watch and driving a flashy silver car, all 
to chase tinsel stars? Or would his creativity and originality have allowed him to dream up some way of living, where he did not have to race through a 
materialistic schedule, but could relax, admiring the real stars for free and still having time to enjoy his cucumber? 
"Miss, I think I have finished!" a child said bringing me back from thinking of my cucumber boy. 
I read the work in whispers over the child's shoulder. "That is really good!" I said, "Really original!" I pointed to the word on the board again."You mean like the 
cucumber story?" the child said, smiling. "I mean like the cucumber story" I nodded. Thanks Clive!  

 
20th November 2007. 



 
Give us a break! 
My friend Juliette is rushed off her feet working with her husband's car rental business, Road Runner Rentals, so when Mr Wizard, my friend Jen's husband 
went in yesterday, Juliette immediately said, 
"Oh how I look forward to my break every day and a chance to read your wife Jennifer's blog!" (Jennifer writes the livingdominica blog). 
Juliette certainly needs and enjoys her break, especially during the tourist season. She needs a chance to change her activity, to get some exercise, to 
chat and to relax, (in Juliette's case by reading Jennifer's blog). And so do children in school need their break! They need to have a change of activity, to 
relax, to get out in the fresh air and to talk to their friends. 
In school, breaktime is such important part of the day that I could write an essay on the different aspects of break that help to accelerate children's learning. 
But isn't it sad that the very children who badly need that break, are the ones who are kept in because they have not finished their work! I wish teachers would 
be more inventive about what should happen to these children! Maybe the work should have been better tailored to the kept-in-at-break child, and the 
learning targets broken down into small achievable goals with lots of praise to the child to spur him on so that there is no need for him to be told, "You must 
stay in at break!" For the kept-in at-break child unfortunately does not get his fresh air, his chance to run about and to chat with his friends. And after his 
"break" he is expected to be rejuvenated and able to take on the next lesson with vigor and enthusiasm...or he might be kept in at break again! 
I am sure Juliette would not be nearly as efficient and ready to start up again if she didn't have her break and her chance to read Jennifer's livingdominica 
blog and children in schools are just the same, so please teachers, give them their break and they will learn much more efficiently and everyone will be 
happier. And Juliette, have a good day and enjoy each well earned break!  
  



 
Give us a break! 

 
19th November 
My Spell Checker 
"My Mum says not to worry about my bad spelling Miss, 'cos when I get bigger I'll get a computer with a spell checker!" 
"Well it will have to be a lot better than my computer!" I think to myself. 
  

My Spell Checker 
  

Eye have a spell in chequer 
It came with my pea see 

It plane lea marques four my revue 
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea 

Eye strike a quay two right a word 
And weight four it too say 

Weather eye am wrong oar write 
It shows me strait a weigh 

As soon as a miss steak is maid 
It nose be four two long 



And eye kin put the error rite 
It's rare lea ever wrong 

Eye ran this poem threw it 
I'm shore your pleased two no 
It's let a perfect awl the weigh 

My chequer told me sew! 
  
Click here for Show-me-Wow! page on Spelling via Writing Skills and Independent Writers 

 
18th November 2007 

 
  
  
That Cinderella was really quite a girl! 
Some children and some adults too, find punctuation difficult. But it really is important as, done incorrectly, can completely change the image that a text 
conveys. For example,consider this section from the story of Cinderella,the neglected but beautiful girl, whose step-mother and step-sisters would not allow 
her to go to the ball where she would meet the handsome prince. Well, she did get there and made quite an entrance! 
  
Cinderella entered the room. On her hands diamond rings glittered. On her head, a rich tiara sparkled amid her golden curls. On her pretty little feet, two glass 
slippers gleamed. As she sped through the room in her beautiful silver coach, chairs fell everywhere! 

http://show-me-wow.com/write.aspx


  
but, in this version, the same words, but different punctuation, give a very different image! 
  
Cinderalla entered the room on her hands. Diamond rings glittered on her head. A rich tiara sparkled amid the golden curls on her pretty little feet. Two glass 
slippers gleamed as she sped through the room. In her beautiful silver coach, chairs fell everywhere. 
  
Did Cinderella really make a showy entrance by walking in on her hands? Did she actually wear rings on her head? Did she really have hairy feet, and was 
she, in fact, a very dangerous driver of such a large coach that  had many unbolted-to-the floor seats?   
Well, whichever version you prefer, you have to admit, Cinderella was really quite a girl! 

 
13th November 2007 
  

 



Everyone is special 
I heard by e mail that a young relative of mine is being investigated for a hearing/speech difficulty.One physician prescribes medical intervention, the other 
advises speech therapy. Soon after, a local school principal asked me about dyslexia, admitting she would not know what to do to educationally 
accommodate the needs of a dyslexic child. I humbly realise that I am by no means an expert on the huge variety of Special Educational Needs that teachers 
are regularly challenged with in their day to day teaching, but I do have lots of experience from the very many years I worked as Head of Special Educational 
Needs in a large mainstream school of 1,200 pupils. 
Children with Special Educational Needs in a main stream setting have an educational handicap, but with compensatory measures, teachers can sometimes 
completely overcome this handicap, or can at least teach the child to learn how to cope with it. And good classroom practice for such children is often also 
good classroom practice for the rest of the class, so everyone benefits! In this way, a child with Special Educational Needs in a mainstream class is not 
necessarily extra work for the teacher, and such children are so enriching that they deserve to be warmly welcomed and educationally accommodated. 
Thinking that perhaps more web pages might help, I have opened up a new navigation bar called Special Ed Needs on the Show-me-WOW website. 
At my last school of 1,200 pupils and 70 teachers, I was frequently asked, "As Head of Special Educational Needs Chris, how many children are you 
responsible for? I mean, how many have Special Educational Needs at this school?" 
My answer was always the same. I would say, "One thousand two hundred have Special Educational Needs in this school, that is if you don't count the 
teachers and the head master!" 
We are all special, we all have needs. As teachers we just have to remember this and not be scared of it! 



I hope the new web pages will give enough reassurance to keep the wheels of welcoming integration of Special Needs Children in main stream schools, 

turning.  
Click here for Show-me-Wow! page on Special Educational Needs 

 
10th November 2007 



 
The enormous porridge pot          

  
Oh don't exaggerate Chris! 
With my heavy head spent mainly on my pillow this week, I have been trying to survive the flu.Some people have a cold and say they have the 'flu, and 
maybe take a day off work. But I say that if you have real flu, there is no way you can get by with only one day off work...real 'flu is not as easy as that! 
Being a teacher, I suppose I am more used to using hyperbole, (an exaggerated statement not to be taken literally), than people in most other professions. 
Telling class stories, using words that make the pupils eyes open wide in wonder, fuels this trait I fear. But even stories themselves exaggerate don't they? 
Think of the Enormous Porridge Pot! Was it really so enormous? Well it couldn't have been that big or they would not have been able to lift it would they? And 
what about the wolf who huffed and puffed and blew the houses down? "Some builders!" I would say! Would you employ such builders to build not one, but 
three houses that were either easily blown over or easily entered by way of a chimney? A wolf could never have done all that, what with being breathless after 
the first two houses and then blinded by smoke in the chimney of the third!  And what about Humpty Dumpty? Surely the Royal Regiment of Engineers, with 
all their brains, would have been able to put him together again, especially with modern day superglue. After all, engineers rebuild crashed aircraft, so putting 
Humpty Dumpty together again would be a snitch! 
But children love hyperbole and why not? I think teachers should encourage it, if only to expand the chidren's vocabulary...(using a thumb indexed word book 
as described in the show-me-wow website,or having the words already on the walls of course!) That enormous porridge pot was also "huge", "gigantic", 
"ginormous", or conversely it could have been "extremely small", "incredibly little",  "minute", "miniscule", "microscopic"! 
Children find fun in big words, especially when thinking about hyperbole! Sometimes they even make the word up, and then ask you how to spell it! Their 
word fun can make both their eyes and yours open wide. 
  
Now I must go and rest. I have a humungous headache, a sky high temperature and it will take me ages and ages to get over this everlasting 'flu! 

 
3rd November 2007 
Fannnn....tastic! 



Many of the classrooms here in Dominica are divided by rows of old chalkboards. I am more used to calling them black boards, but here many are not so 
black, as it has been a long time since they last saw a coat of blackboard paint. In some cases the chalk writing hardly shows! 
Because of these partitions, noise travels easily over the top and round the edges, disturbing the class next door. But I believe children should be praised a 
lot, by teachers as well as by the whole class praising individual children's efforts or successes. I love to see them all smile. Schools should definitely be 
smiling places. And I ask teachers who cannot sleep at night, not  to count sheep, but to count how many times they have praised the least likely-to-be-
praised child that day. 
So, to keep noise levels down, I started to teach the children in the different schools I visit, to fan their two hands on each side of their face, whispering 
"fan!" and then to stretch out their arms whilst whispering "tastic!"  
I had no idea how this little action would grow! I meet children in town, who see me across the street and do the whispering "fantastic!" action and, if they see 
our car as they are spread out walking down the road on their homeward journey after school, they all greet us with the "fantastic" whisper as we drive 
passed! Now, as I walk into a school, it happens again and again. Always they smile! What a welcome they give! 
  
My brother in Texas mailed me two tins of blackboard paint, and although the handling must have been rough as the tins were dented and had started to leak, 
the school teachers that have received them are whispering "fantastic!" I have just had an e mail from a couple in London who, on hearing about us via my 
friend Jennifer's blog, livingdominica.blogspot.com, are arriving here next week for a visit and are bringing school supplies in their bags... fantastic! And a 
recent 'phone call from the Post Office announced an airmail delivery of school supplies from the Unitied States has arrived and I must go and fetch it..."and 
make sure you bring a large container!" I have yet to find out where it has come from and who has sent it...let alone to discover what is inside, but I still want 
to do the "fantastic" action. 
However small, however large, whatever it is that shows caring, be it a good piece of writing, a kind gesture or a gift of school supplies, we all whisper 
"fantastic!" 
And the nicest thing about doing this is that it is very hard to do it without sharing a great big smile! 



 
 

  
30th October 2007 

National Clean-up 
  



 
Bottle Village,where it is always tidy and where no bottle is ever thrown away. 

  
In a few days it will be National Clean Up Day. 
We were here last year, but did not know what a major event this is. We set off to the garage to get air in the tyres, passing lots of activity in our village. 
Young and old people were out working on the grass verges, clearing litter and tidying the roadsides. Some very young school children were trying to help by 
collecting shrub cuttings and putting them in a bag. An elderly couple, who find it difficult to walk, were sitting on the grass tidying a rough patch of ground. 
This type of activity was evident all the way to the garage, where my husband Q, parked by the air line, and started to fill up the tyres. 



On my side of the car, a driver pulled in very quickly and breaked fast. He was eating a bake that was wrapped in a white tissue. He took his last mouthful, 
wiped his fingers on the tissue and, as he got out of his immaculate car to go into the garage, threw the tissue down on the ground and incidentally not far 
from a rubbish bin. I felt insensed! What should I do? This is not my country, but I felt for all those less physically able tidiers I had just passed. I breathed out 
a sigh of disgust, picked up the tissue and threw it in the bin. But the man was coming out of the garage now, towards his car. My husband knew what might 
happen, so busied himself with the tyre, hiding down behind the car... (though he, of course, denies this!) Biding my time, I waited until this strong looking 
young man sat in his car and, tapping his window I said, 
"Errr, excuse me, but I noticed that as you got out of your car you dropped some white paper and I put it in the bin for you. You see it's National Clean Up Day 
and people everywhere are putting rubbish in the right places. I do hope the paper wasn't important to you!" 
I suspect my husband remained hiding and cringing! The man was speechless and then said, "Oh yes....err thanks!". He gingerly turned on his engine and 
slowly pulled away. 
Maybe he had not heard the story of Bottle Village, a place by the sea where it is always tidy and where no one even throws a bottle away. I doubt they need 
to have National Clean Up Day in Bottle Village. I think places like Bottle Village deserve a soft wistful "Wow" don't you? 
  
See the Bottle Village story on the www.show-me-wow website. 

 
27th October 2007 

http://www.show-me-wow/


 
  
Learning about Independence 
  
During the last weeks there have been many festivities here in Dominica for the 29th Independence Celebrations. Next year is the big year! 
Yesterday was Creole day. Dominicans dressed in traditional costume, the men and boys in white shirts, black trousers and red waistband sashes and the 
ladies and girls in white underskirts and white blouses with a madras overskirt and hat. It seems everyone, young and old, big and small, tried to wear 



something along these lines. It is very cheering to move from one village to another at just before school time and see the costumed children leaving their 
homes, some strutting, hoping everyone will notice them, others, more timid, but still smiling. 
I spent the day with such children at St Luke's Primary School in the small seashore village of Point Michel. Here the children and staff take a great pride in 
their school and in respecting and helping others. They  invited 13 elderly villagers to share their Creole Celebrations and the children danced and sang and 
gave snacks of bakes and callalou soup. The walls have charts and labels to help the children with literacy independence, but the school fosters 
independence in many other ways. Learning is not just about the three R's.The children showed warmth and good manners to their elderly guests and gave 
hugs as they presented small gifts. Independence is about caring for others and helping them to be independent too! I see this spirit growing everytime I visit 
the school and look forward to the 30th Independence Celebrations...the big one! Well done St Lukes. Fantastic and Wow! 
  

 
25th October 2007 
  



 



A Pearl of Wisdom 
School holidays approaching already and I am reminded of years ago when I was teaching in a small rural English primary school and we would have a just-
before-the holiday, "Your favourite songs" request lesson. The children loved to choose and sing and I would be invited to choose a song too. They all knew 
what I would choose and they would say it with me, "Quinoro's Pearl"! 
This song was the story of an island living boy who wanted to go out diving with the pearl fishermen, but they felt he was too inexperienced of their ways to be 
successful. But they gave him a chance and set off to dive in the crystal clear blue waters, all coming up gleefully with handfuls of oysters and stashing them 
in the boat to open later. Quninoro managed to dive deep enough to grab only one oyster, which he held tightly on the boat trip back to shore. I remember 
some of the last words of the song, 
"The laughing fishermen returned to the island of Minoro 
  And last of oysters to be cracked, was the shell of Quinoro. 
  It held a bright and shiny pearl, pure as day, in its prime." 
Many of the children of Dominica have very little. They have few books, they have little paper, some are hungry, some are the family bread winner. They 
certainly don't have the trappings of a material world, and yet, when I talk with them and encourage them to speak or set down their ideas for creative writing 
or poetry writing, their words are so original, uncopied from books and over exposure to commercialism. Their words are often "pure as day in its prime". With 
the right key, like Quinoro's shell, they certainly can show their own type of "bright and shiny pearl" for the world to cherish and to say "Wow!".   

 
24th October 2007 

 
 Is teaching really work? 
  
"Work is work" said the officer dealing with my application for a Residency and Work Permit. "Do I need a work permit?" I asked. "I am only working in a 
voluntary capacity. I don't see why I have to pay for a work permit to work for nothing!" "Ah but work is work!" he insisted and so, reluctantly, I handed over my 
Caribbean money and got my work permit to do voluntary teacher training. 



One of my greatest teaching compliments ever came from a small 6 year old, who was concerning his doctor and family as he was putting on too much 
weight. But he loved his school dinners, especially chocolate layer sponge and cream. He would want to go up for several helpings and it did look delicious. 
But how do you try to encourage a small boy, who loved his chocolate layer sponge and cream, that a third helping was not a good idea? 
"Oh Steven, you really shouldn't have another helping. Your Mum wouldn't like you growing out of your shirt and popping your buttons off." I was already 
feeling I was not using the right approach but I was cornered! "She hasn't time to sew them all back on. She is like me, very busy" Steven looked at me 
and, forgetting the chocolate layer sponge by thinking solely of the comparison between his Mum and me said, 
"Yes, but my Mum goes to work!" 
Well I had probably dealt with this third helping request in a most psychologically unsuitable way, but I had fooled Steven! He thought that a full time teaching 
job is not work!  
I must remember to tell the Residency and Work Permit Officer next year when my annual payment for my work permit renewal comes up. I'll just say to his 
"Work is work", "Sorry Sir, Steven says work is not work, so there!" 
However, I expect this officer will still make me pay up! 

 
23th October 2007 
Sir Ken Robinson 
I don't know why I have not mentioned Sir Ken Robinson before. He is certainly not related to Professor Missthepoint of the story below! Please look Sir 
Ken up on Google and sit and enjoy his 18 minute end-of-conference wind down on creative education at an annual TED conference in Monterey, California. 
  
As a trainer, he practices what he preaches for a start. He does not stand at the front with a power point and a pile of last night's scribbled crib notes! He tells 
stories that entertain and inform. He is relaxed at the same time as making you realise instantly that what he says is backed by academic study and hands on 
experience. He comes over as a human being like you and me and not as a robot programmed to train you in a way that is as boring as eating a bucket of 
sawdust! Trainers should be the best of our teachers, but too frequently they are not. Sir Ken is! He is the sort of person you would comfortably invite in for a 
cup of tea, apologising that the biscuits have gone soft! Oh Sir Ken, if only your mum had had hundreds of children like you, what exciting prospects that 
would be for the world's teaching and learning! 
  



   
How much is a flight ticket to Monterey anyway? Have I enough time to save up for next year? 
Oh too late! They are already full!........ It's because Sir Ken and the trainers there don't serve sawdust! 

 
22nd October 2007 
  



 
  
The not-so-great educationalist  
There was once a man, who considered himself to be a great educator. He worked in a big university with a team of other similar learned people. 
One day he decided to take a trip to learn even more about education. He set off across the seas and came to an island where he met a family, a young boy 
called Quinoro, his parents, his grandparents, his aunt and uncle. Quinoro would go out fishing with his father and learn about the tides and the weather and 
the best places for different fish. He would farm with his grandfather and learn about the land and seeds and plants. He would saw and carve with his uncle 
and learn about different sorts of wood and the best tools and how to look after them. He tended the goats with his mother and made baskets with his aunt 
and listened to stories from his grandmother as she taught him how to cook. 
The great educator thought, "This is wonderful! This boy is having  the best of educations doing all these things and learning with enthusiasm and 
understanding. All children should have such an education and I shall make sure this happens so that all over the world, children can all be as well educated 
as Quinoro". 
So the great educator went back to his university and explained to his team of learned professors that each one of them was to write a book about each thing 
that Quinoro learned from each member of his family. Then every child in the world could read each book and all the teachers in the world could write 
questions on the chalk boards and all day long the children would answer the questions by writing in exercise books and then all the children in the world 
would have the same wonderful education that Quinoro had. 
  



I don't know the great educator's name, but I have named him Professor Missedthepoint. What a fool he was!.... So why has he so many teachers following 
his philosophy, I ask myself? 

 
20th October 2007 
Your favourite web page 
My son Adam, when 10 or 11, used to write a note to a friend, cycle with it to leave it in a hollow tree, then cycle home and give his friend three rings on the 
'phone, the sign for the friend to go and collect it! I still wonder how many of Adam's letters went unread as I also wonder whilst typing the Show-me-WOW! 
website if anyone (other than Adam,) reads these web pages, or chuckles at this Show-me-WOW! Blog. 
  
But there it was in black and white, creeping up to 900 pages visited since I started the site in September. Wow! Yet what is more astounding is the favourite 
page, which is, sit down for the surprise............   
"How to make a tuffet!" 
  
Thanks to Cable and Wireless, I have delivered about 25 empty cable spools to different schools who want to make tuffets and yesterday I was given 10 
more. Teachers of classes even higher than Grade 1 are asking for them and a secondary school teacher wants two for her pupils to make into tuffets for the 
nearbye primary school. So Little Miss Muffet who sat on her tuffet, thanks for the idea. As I say on the show-me-wow website, no spiders with these tuffets, 
only book worms...and isn't it exciting to think that so many Dominican pupils are, at this moment, sitting pretty on a Book Nook tuffet, getting lost in their 
reading. 
  



 
It's easier to get lost in the pages of a book when you are sitting on a comfy tuffet 

  
  



 
A "Good readers go places" tuffet 

  



 
A "Come and sit on the reading tree" tuffet 

 
18th October 2007 
Remember the child in you. 
One of the most valuable free resources I recommend to teachers is a Picture Library, a shoebox collection of pictures from magazines or greetings cards or 
advertisements, organised under subject headings, like Animals, Boats, Cartoons, Designs. When a child is writing, the quality of the work can greatly 



increase if the child has been able to thumb through the pictures and find one to have in front of him as he writes. (And he is learning resource finding skills as 
well!) 
I say, "Imagine I can't see this picture and describe it to me" or, 
         "Paint the picture in my head in words rather than paint" 
  

 
  



Thumbing through my own Picture Library, I came across a fun birthday card of animals on roller skates. The message says, "May the child in you never grow 
old!" 
Arthur Ramsome, of "Swallows and Amazons" fame said that whilst writing this children's story, 
"I was enjoying my own childhood all over again, all the best bits of it and the bits that might have been better if only someone or other had been different" 
I think every teacher should remember these words in their work. As I frequently say on my teacher training courses, 

REMEMBER THE CHILD IN YOU AND TEACH WITH YOUR HEART AS WELL AS YOU HEAD! 
 

16th October 2007 
  

 
Take your time! 
I am always pleasantly surprised when working alongside a teacher here in Dominica and hear the words "Take you time, take your time!" So much in 
England and in English classrooms is "rush and tear" The teacher demands, "Hurry up!" "Be quick it's nearly bell time!" "We must get this done by the end of 
the day!" 
Much as I expect good teachers to keep children interested and on task, the caring and soothing comments of "Take your time!" appeal to me. 
"An amazing amount of energy is available to those who get pleasure from what they are doing and who find meaning in the work itself. Not rushing through 
tasks is satisfying and  experiencing each moment along the way is important!" 
Sue Bender wrote this in her book "Plain and Simple", but she was writing about making patchwork quilts so no wonder she sounds so comforting and 
snuggly. And that is probably why those words "Take you time, take your time" from Dominican teachers sound comforting and snuggly too. Mmmm I think 
that deserves a soft Wow!  

 



15th October 2007 

 
The Learning Curve 

Sleepy, yawning, half closed eyes, leaning, propping, boredom sighs, 
Hand on mouth for sideways chat. Passing notes!  Now think of that! 

Nonchalantly chewing gum, wishing end of day would come. 
Chatting whilst the teacher talks! Creeping out for little walks! 

Clutching cell phones, typing text. Calling Out ! Whatever next! 
Concentration really lax,( 'til they pass the photo snaps!) 

Leaving well before they're told. Are they rude or are they bold? 
Naughty students in a class? 

No! 
Teachers on "Curriculum Course"! 

By Chris Lawrence   
       

(I feel the message here deserves the opposite of Wow, which my son Adam tells me is "Ow!")  
 

12th October 2007 



 
Two little words 
Four days ago, I wrote that I would back pedal and slow down, and I have, at least here on this page. But I have been out in schools and, as a European, 
realise more and more, how much there is to be done here. It can feel lonely when you want to do so much. But I think of the two words Mohamed Ali is said 
to have given when he was being applauded after a speech he made at Harvard University. Someone shouted for a poem and, as the noise abated, this great 
boxer, who had had very little education, said to all these educated dinner guests, 

"Me, 
We!" 

This week I have met teams of fantastic teachers, in a primary school on the Atlantic side of the island and, on the Caribbean side, in the new Enhancement 
Programme  set up for 54plus eleven year olds, who cannot read well enough to cope with mainstream secondary schooling. Good teams in such schools 
turn the lonely "Me" feeling into the supported "We" feeling. And the "We" has so much more chance of success than the "Me"! With all my heart, I wish them 
well. 

 
10th October 2007 



 
Thesaurus danger! 
I cringe when I hear a tired teacher tell a poor speller to "Look it up in a dictionary or thesaurus!" How can a poor speller look it up in a dictionary or 
thesaurus? You need to be an "almost there" speller to be able to use either if these. And what a challenge spelling is anyway, with spelling aids words like 
dictionary, thesaurus, mnemonic: such obscure letter strings! But this worked to the advantage of a lady I once knew. She was editing a full size thesaurus for 
a large international book publisher. She lived several hours journey from  their London Head Office and frequently had to visit them, taking all her paperwork, 
which she kept in a large box. Her dread was coping with the weight and size of the box, when she needed to visit the tiny loo compartment on the Intercity 
train. Her family came up with an idea to help. They used a larger felt pen and, on the side of the box, wrote the words, 

 "DANGER- THESAURUS- DO NOT FEED! 
  

The smiling lady was able to leave the box on her seat, whilst confidently visiting the wash room. 
 

9th October 2007 



 
Miriam's wisdom 
"Who is your website for Chris?", asked a friend. "It's primarily for teachers", I replied. 
I recall a chatty 5 year old who kept interupting her father's Sunday morning newspaper read. 
"Daddy!" 
"Yes Miriam?" 
"I know why children go to school!" 
"Why is that Miriam?" 
"It's because they don't know anything!" 
A long pause of silence. 
"Daddy!" 
"Yes Miriam?" 
"I know why mummies and daddies don't go to school!" 
"Why is that Miriam?" 
"It's because they know everything!" 
An even longer pause of silence. 
"Daddy!" 
"Yes Miriam?" 
"I know why teachers go to school!" 
"Why is that Miriam?" 
"It's because they don't know everything yet!" 
  



Of course, I should have said that! 
My website is for teachers who don't know everything yet! 

 
8th October 2007 
Not N.A.Y.,... Now! 
A Senior Education Officer has teased that, as I sometimes write these jottings with dates ahead of the actual date, maybe I live in a time machine! Oh dear, 
my husband teases, that I am always so ahead of myself, I meet myself coming backwards! Maybe I should slow down and back up to the now! 
And the word now is a word I often chalk up on the board during teacher training courses. I do a big red tick beside it. I also write up the letters N.A.Y. and put 
a big red cross beside that. N.A.Y. is what I hear too often! 
I deliver fabrics to school that I have hemmed and laundered to put on a book corner table, or I deliver a bag of assorted art materials. When I visit again, 
there is no cloth in the book corner and the art materials are locked in a cupboard awaiting "the next art project" 
They should be being used now. The children need them now. Now gets the tick. It's the N.A.Y. that gets the cross, the answer some, (and not that many) 
teachers give when I ask "Have you used those resources?". "Not As Yet" is their answer. Now I don't want Not As Yet, (N.A.Y.) I want now! 
So if I promise to back pedal towards the now, please will those few tardy teachers forward pedal towards the now to meet me? I am sure that would improve 
things all round, that is, if we haven't knocked each other over as we bump! And I know this certain Senior Education Officer would be pleased...if not amazed 
if we manage it! He might even say, "Now? Wow!" 

 
7th October 2007  



 
A disaffected student and late reader, but now Nursing Sister in an operating theatre in a large hospital! 

  
The back of my car is loaded for tomorrow, the day I shall go to the Roseau Enhancement Programme's 3 empty classrooms, where 54 eleven year olds 
arrived a month ago to start their secondary education. They 've had a wobbly educational start in life as, even by now, their reading ages are way below their 
chronological ages. Some adults seriously said they should stay on at the primary school! Others think they will never catch up and so should not even go to 
school any more!  How dreadful to feel a failure when you are only 11 years old! How dreadful to spend 6 years in primary classes, where your efforts were 
below grade and you rarely achieved a "Well done!" 
I just received an e mail from a former colleague. "Do you remember Dawn H?" she asked. I did!  At 11, Dawn could not read or write, had very low self 
esteem showing extreme apathy in class. Many wanted to give up on Dawn. "Well, I met her last week. She passed exams and was promoted to nursing 
sister in an operating theatre in a big city hospital! She said to say thanks to Chris Lawrence  for not giving up on her!" 
I shall think of Dawn tomorrow. I shall think of all the operations I had when fighting cancer and of all the nursing sisters who did so much to save my life. I 
shall think of the people whose lives will be saved by Dawn. My car will twist and turn down the mountain with boxes in the back full of gifts of wax crayons 
and pencils and coloured paper, of home made pencil pots and work card boxes and of plants from the village vegetable stall man. I shall put everything I can 
into persuading people not to give up on these 11 year olds. Thanks Dawn for telling me of your success. Now I can reassuringly, and proudly, tell all those 
doubters about you. Wow! 

 



6th  October 2007 
Bottom stream teenagers 

Here I sit with kids who hate to learn a formular or date, 
To learn a poem or a rule, to sit inside a book filled school, 

Who have no time to organise their thoughts, to give correct replies 
To teachers ever badgering to sit and study everything, 

To move each day on every bell, from class to class- to them is hell 
To sit in ties on hottest days, just swotting up on Shakespeare's plays 

When they would rather be outside and plan a motor cycle ride. 
These kids aren't meant to be inside! For them the world is much too wide! 

They want to stretch their tied up wings and energise on other things, 
To be out in the wind and rain and not to sit on boredom's plain 

Where chairs are hard and it's a fight to spend all day and have to write 
A page of this, a page of that and always told they must not chat 

In silent lessons where the tock is deafening from the slow school clock. 
  

Kept in at break, the teachers say, "One day you will regret this day. 
I know to you it's lots of strife, but just wait 'til your adult life 

When you'll hope for a good promotion and wished you'd not caused this commotion. 
These words will buzz round in your head, you'll wish you'd done what teachers said!" 

  
Here I sit with kids who hate to be inside a shut school gate. 

And as I sit, I often ask, if we are right to set each task. 
What good is a Pythagoras rule, will it help this lad out of school?' 

And letter writing makes him groan, for outside school, he'll use the 'phone. 
And as for copying reams and reams of chalkboard work from subject schemes- 

I wonder there is not a riot! It teaches nothing, but keeps him quiet! 
"So what", you ask, "is the solution?" We cannot wait for evolution. 

These kids are slipping through the net, whilst we have nothing sorted yet. 
  

I thought of all this long ago. I thought, by now, someone would know. 
By now, no time for evolution, it seems we need a revolution! 

Yet so few teachers feel like me. Their eyes are just too blind to see. 
They go on pushing every rule, conforming kids who don't suit school. 

  
By Chris Lawrence 

who believes schools should fit children...not insist children should fit the school! 
 

5th October 



 Time, you old man.  

 
This week, I saw some lesson notes to teach personification. My mind jumped back to my teacher in my traditional English Girls' Grammar School. 
"Girls, when giving an example of personification, use this one written on the board." 

"Time you old man, will you not stay?" 
I don't think I understood, but I do now! 
  
Time is a strange thing, dragging sometimes, dashing at others. To my four year old son, I once said, "Adam, we'll do it in a minute!" (whatever it was). 
"Mummy will it be a long minute, or a short minute?" We paused. He continued. 
"Only when you say I have to go to bed in a minute, it's always a short minute , but when you say we'll have supper in a minute, then that is always a long 
minute!" Wow! 
  
Years later, I overheard two of my pupils discussing how quickly my lessons went. It seemed one knew why! "It's because she has a battery clock she keeps 
over the radiator and I know that when a battery runs down, if you warm it, it goes quicker!" Wow! 
  
But yesterday was the best time story. I visited a new education project here in Dominica, which is trying to address the problem of the poor reading 
attainment of a large number of eleven year olds. Only a month into the project and one of the teachers enthusiastically said, 
"It's so different from my last job. Here I see so much needs to be done that the time flies!" 
"Wow," I said, "Now you are a real teacher! Before, you hadn't quite made it!" 



She laughed. She knew what I meant about time going fast when you are really committed to teaching! So now, for her, on school days, time, that old man, 
just will not stay! 

 
4th October 2007 
Top of the class 

 
"How can we make this fantastic school even better?" I asked Grade 4 pupils. They took a long, silent think. After all it was a fantastic school. Then a hand 
slowly came up and a young pupil said, 
"I think it would be better if some pupils weren't naughty"...(I think she meant disruptive!) 
We all thought for a moment. Pupils need time to think! 
"And why do you think they behave that way?" I eventually asked. 
"I think it is because they don't understand...but the teacher thinks they are not listening!" 
We were all lost for words. That fantastic school is obviously producing a prospective top class educator. I could only break the silence by saying "Wow!" 

 
3rd October 2007 
Adam's drama class 
Putting yourself in their shoes. These teachers below were at a drama workshop run by my son Adam. Given three words, Hi, Why and Hello they were to 
create a group improvisation. Performing their first attempt, Adam suggested how they might develop it. They rehearsed and performed again. He offered one 
or two more tips. They tried again and enjoyed and gave the best performance yet. It was fun to learn this way! 
Yesterday, I met one of the teachers. She had recreated the same excercise with her class. At first the pupils were mystified, then pleaded, "But Miss!" "You 
can do it" she said. 
  
She knew it was better to manage their learning than to fill their heads with instructions. 
  



She had, on the drama workshop, been in their shoes. Her pupils produced some excellent work, to be followed up with creative writing. 
  
Teachers should frequently put themselves in children's shoes! Secondary teachers should question whether they themselves would learn efficiently in the 
environment they are providing. Primary teachers should go on their knees for a child's view of the class-room. They should imagine how the child is 
interpreting what is said, is it too quiet, is it too loud, is it nagging? And they should empathise with the young body that has been sitting in the same spot for 
too long and .................. 

...........try some of Adam's drama ideas on the www.show-me-wow.com website!  
  

http://www.show-me-wow.com/


 
  
What situation? Where? When? How? Who? Teachers planning a group improvisation around the words Hi, Why, Hello, ready to take the idea back to their 
classrooms. 

 
2nd October 2007 
I married Mr. Bond! 
  



My husband's name is Quentin, (friends call him Q), an unusual name in Dominica and one which local people can find difficult to learn. 
When parcels arrive, we are summoned to the Post Office, where we identify ourselves before being given an old bread knife on a dirty piece of string. We 
then publicly open the parcel, so that the import officer can charge us an appropriate import tax. 
"I can never remember your name", the officer said to my husband smiling. 
"Call me Q", said Quentin, "Just think of James Bond. He had a Q as his back-at-the- office man!" 
"O.K. Q!" was the chuckling reply. 
  
On the next visit, the officer looked at Quentin and was obviously anxiously pondering. Now if, on the previous visit, Quentin had had a big Q on his T shirt, or 
on a badge..... but this was not the case! Q had taught the officer through his voice with an auditory explanation, so his teaching was not effective enough, 
because the officer thought and said, "Hello Mr Bond!" 
Well, much as my husband is teased by our friends who now call him Mr Bond, I have to say that teachers do this don't they? They tell a child, expecting that 
the child will learn through his ears, whereas a re-inforcing visual message given too, would promote far more effective learning. My husband really should 
know better...he is married to me! But he doesn't complain. He is pleased to be Mr Bond. If only he had the car to go with it! Then I really would say "Wow!" 

 
 

1st October 2007 



 
  
Earlier this year, out of tourist season, a class I was working with were given a huge treat, a free whale watching trip. It was especially good to see some of 
these well rehearsed, sea faring eleven-year-olds working conscientiously and seriously as the crew. They had been thoroughly trained and loved the job. 
They had a passion. 
  
We had a great time on the whale watching catamaran, but the whales kept in hiding despite our efforts to find them. So the skipper, not wanting us to be too 
disappointed, put the sails up and now speeding, we sat out on the nets gripping the ropes tightly, laughing and enjoying the white ocean foaming just below 
us and occasionally absolutely drenching us with warm water. 
  
As the catamaran was slowly steered back to its mooring and then tied up, the now quiet children climbed out to go back to school. I was last and thanked the 
skipper for his generosity and fun. 
  
"Oh that's O.K. Chris!" he said. "I like to do it when I can. You have to give them a passion you see!" 
  
"And that's what I want to do!"  I said, " Give the teachers a passion for teaching and the pupils apassion for learning...give them a passion...you are so right!"  
  
I started to follow the children, but then turned to wave to the skipper and, as I did, admired the catamaran framed by the blue ocean and the blue sea. And 
then I noticed its name....................... 

  
"PASSION"  

  
 

30th September 2007 



 
It's the rainy season here in Dominica and does it rain! Not the cold shivery grey rain of northern Europe, the "Raining cats and dogs!" as the older folk say, 
(or the "raining Datsun cogs" as the children joke), but the rain that warmly dashes down when you are snuggly in bed to make you feel good that the water 
tank is filling. Or the clowning about rain when you go out in it in a T shirt and shorts and scrub the veranda, laughing and coming in drenched ready for an 
inside shower and a drink. This warm rain cascades down the Dominican waterfalls, tumbles to fall in the 365 rivers, fills up deserted natural swimming pools 
all over the island and is wet, wet, wet! 
  
But, despite all this clean water, the children are thirsty! They are not reminded to drink, so they are dehydrated and fidgetty in class. Brains need to be 
squidgy to work well, to concentrate and to learn. De-hydrated brains shut down. So do bodies!  
  
However, I already know of two forward looking schools here, where children are allowed to drink from their bottle of water whenever they need to. But aren't 
the pupils frequently asking, "Please teacher, may I go to the bathroom?" Funny that! When people drink frequently, bladders are more accommodating and it 
is amazing how their capacities increase when the bladder owner is interested and engrossed in what is happening around him. It is usually only bored pupils 
who frequently want to "be excused!" 



  
So rain or shine teachers, please make it easy for your pupils to have a drink of water. 
  
Oops.... I must dash and water my indoor plants! 

 
29th September 2007 
My husband and I  (sounds very royal doesn't it?) really enjoyed listening to a download from the B.B.C. radio last week. It was Alan Bennet reading his book, 
"An Uncommon Read". 
It was a story of Her Majesty, The Queen, walking round the kitchen area of Buckingham Palace grounds and coming across the mobile library! The Queen, 
always anxious to put everyone at their ease, chats with Norman, the kitchen lad and then, turning her attention to the librarian, borrows a book. It seems Her 
Majesty, so busy in her day to day duties, had had little chance to relax and read. She had met many famous living authors, but had never been able to 
discuss their books. She could only ask them the prescribed questions like "Have you come far?", "Did you have a good journey?" But the mobile library gets 
her hooked on reading and she becomes, (if you'll excuse the expression ma'am), a book worm! 
  
Dominican teachers often talk about when they became book worms, reading as they went down the road to shop or to school. One described how someone 
saw her and told her parents. She was beaten, "for showing off and thinking you are better than everyone else!" 
  
She was perceived as moving "above her station in life", Her Majesty in the mobile library, dropping below! I just hope that all children will one day find the 
moment when they too become book worms, whatever their station! 
  



 
  

 
28th September 2007  
I often quietly confess to groups of slow readers that my secret is that I find cooking difficult. I hate cooking because I am so bad at it. I use lots of excuses not 
to cook. I am better at making excuses than at cooking! And my thin husband does all the cooking in our house as he complains he does need to eat! 
Friends, who are good cooks, do more cooking because they like it and so, through practice, get even better. I remain no good at it... a remedial cook!  
  



I ask the children if it is the same for them with their reading. They look relieved as they say it is just the same! 
  
But now I have found something else I am not good at...building the show-me-wow web site! I struggle and fret and know all my friends are better at it than 
me. You see, I have this dream, that the show-me-wow web site will one day go all round the world, helping teachers in poorly resourced schools. I am 
determined to achieve this dream, especially when I, like the pupil below, see a globe, On this particular little globe, Dominica is a tiny spot. But it is certainly 
there. So from little spots, mighty web sites grow. So I'll go on huffing and puffing and building this show-mw-wow web site as I shout over my shoulder, 
"Darling, what's for supper?" 
  



 
  

 
September 12th 2007 
Mahaut Primary School 
Through my own contacts, as well as through my friend's blog, livingdominica, I have had many kind visitors to the island bring school supplies in their travel 
bags.These gifts are always gratefully received and are soon in use within  classrooms. 
  



Particularly so was the basket of pencils, crayons, paper and books I was able to deliver to a very sad teacher and her class, who had recently had to 
abandon their room and set up in a spare one with no resources. Their classroom wall had been demolished during hurricane Dean, when a huge boulder 
was dislodged by torrential rain and rolled down the almost vertical cliff immediately behind the school, crashing straight through the classroom wall. Then 
hours of heavy rain poured into the classroom destroying the book corner and all their school room resources. We don't know when the wall will be repaired. 
  

 
The abandonned classroom that the chldren and their teacher want to move back into as soon as possible 

  



 



  
I felt sad too and was so glad to have a basket of supplies to hand over to the class. 

  

 
  "Some one has sent you a new pencil" 

"Is this really for me?" 
"It most certainly is!" 

  



 
I unpacked a colouring book from my basket. 

"Who would like to colour a page from this book?" I asked..... 
and the hands shot up with enthusiasm 

  



 
  

I spread the gifts round the table tops and showed them a new story book. 
They wanted to listen to the story 

  



 



  
I'd covered some empty cartons with construction paper sent by some kind visitors. 
Such boxes are used to store work cards and their colours brighten up the room. 
"Can you guess what was in this box?" I asked. 
"It starts with a kicking K" and I made the shape with my body. 
They smiled and someone shouted, "A kettle!" 
"Well done!" I said. 
  
As I left ,the teachers and a group of the children who had said they were, "A bit sad" A bit unhappy" and "A bit angry" at their hurricane damaged classroom, 
smiled when they received the gifts and shouted, 
  

"FAaaantaaaastic!" 
and 

"Thank you" 
  



  
  

Thank you to all those kind people who have sent things for the children of Dominica. You can see that your generosity turns tears to smiles and to jumps for 
joy! 

  



Teaching and Learning Principles: 
  
"I strongly believe that both teaching and learning should be joyful and effective." says 

Chris Lawrence.  
  

The Learning Manager 
The teacher should become a learning manager, whereby the pupils learn to teach themselves. 
The teacher should not tell a child to 
  

"Learn your spellings!" 
"Improve your handwriting!" 

"Do something about your low marks!" 
  

                                                                   without teaching him how! 
  
We all learn differently. Each child should have opportunities to find out how helearns best, a life long benefit skill. 
  
Far too many children are kept in school for far too many years without beingtaught how to learn! 
  
Learning should be fun 
Lessons should be not too easy and not too hard. 
Children should feel that the teacher likes them.  
Children should feel that the day goes too quickly and should not find school time going too slowly. 
They should never be bored! They should have opportunities to be quiet and reflective, and opportunities to be excited and active, but they 
should never bored. 
  

  
  



 
  

Even on exciting days like fancy dress day, children need some time to be quiet and reflective, but not bored! 
  
Children learn best with their bodies (kinaesthetic learning) 
They learn by: doing, moving, rolling, jumping, crawling, shaking, running, building, stroking. 
They learn in short bursts of energy with segments of calm. 
They should be allowed to move around, to stand whilst doing a task, to memorise whilst walking, talking or listening to music. Some people have to move to 
think. (Notice adults using cell phones!) 
  
Children need physical things like fresh air and water! 
Children need fresh air. In warm climates, move cupboards away from blocking air vents, andin cold climates open windows. 



The brain consumes 20 to 25% of the oxygen you breathe, so make sure there is plenty of oxygen in the room! Being stressed allows less oxygen to the 
brain, being relaxed allows more oxygen to the brain. Confident children who are comfortable and at ease and so feel they are ultimately good in the 
classroom situation, learn far more efficiently than children who are anxious and frightened. 
  
" You can beaver and beaver away at spellings and reading and behaving, but if they feel they are ultimately no good, you're in a hide into to nothing 
situation!"  

Ray Rumsby, Norfolk Education Advisor.U.K. 



 
  



Learners need to have water to drink. Many children are dehydrated. Allow easy access to drinks. (NOT fizzy drinks!) Brains need to be squidgy to learn! 
When I have asked teachers to allow children to have individual bottles of water beside them whilst they work, the negative teachers say, "But they will be 
forever asking to go to the bathroom!" 
So I say, "Have you noticed how bladders seem to expand and cope when the person is reallyinterested in something? It is usually only bored children who 
constantly ask to go to the bathroom!" 
  
Teachers need to explore which learning styles work best with their pupils, using qualitative and quantitative measures. Then they  realise that what works 
well for some children's learning does not work so well for others. "I have told that child eight times and she still does not understand!" complained one 
learned and very highly educated teacher to me. "Yes Rosemary" I replied, "but, with respect, have you told her in eight different ways?"  
  
Teaching needs passion 
I have a passion for making teaching and learning more fun and more efficient. My passion makes me tired, yet never lets me find the work hard, as the 
rewards are invigorating. 
I try to inspire passion in teachers, showing them ways to make their job more interesting, morecreative, more satisfying and rewarding. In inspiring a passion 
for teaching, I believe this will inspire pupils' passion for learning. If I can inspire a passion for teaching in teachers and a passion for learning in 
pupils... ...then teaching and learning could truly excel! 
  



 
Teaching needs joy! 
  
What is the opposite of joy? 
  
Dreariness, 
          lethargy, 
                    lack of inspiration, 



                              lack of vitaliy 
                                        lack of care and consideration 
                                                  negativity 
                                                            apathy. 
  
If this is the case, we want joy and not joy's opposites in our classrooms! 
You cannot teach a child well if you do not like him. 
You can teach well if you show him you are pleased with him, if you praise his attempts and celebrate his achievements. 
In taking up attitudes of joy, you are a role model to other pupils and teachers. 
Through joy, you can promote respect, self value, enthusiasm and caring. 
A teacher can show joy of teaching, a pupil an show joy of learning and teachers and pupils grow in teaching and learning together. 
Some teachers mimic their own former teachers, standing aloof, patrolling the yard, seeking errors in children's work to complain about this and that and 
never showing joy. Good teachers are not like this! 
Good teachers are interested, involved and enthusiastic in what children do. Smile with joyand the children smile back....such a fantastic attitude to promote 
good teaching and learning. 
  
Teaching needs creativity 
Creativity is a process of having original ideas that have value.  
Creativity is a gift of the human imagination. 
  
To be creative, you have to be prepared to make mistakes. 
From those mistakes you can learn new things. 
Too often we instill in children the idea that they should not make mistakes. 
We say, "Do this right!"..... "No that's wrong!" 
We slash spelling errors with red ink lines and scribble illegible corrections over the top. Why? This does not accelerate learning. It impedes learning! 
A child who has an interesting word slashed with red ink because it is an incorrect spelling, uses an easier to spell and less interesting word next time. He 
avoids making spelling mistakes, but his writing development is quashed and his creativity and individuality is confined. 
  
A fourteen year old Dominican student, whilst thinking about art and creative writing and trying to express his ideas in poetry, wrote the following: 
  
Creating new things 
Helping to express myself freely 
In the way I feel 
Defines who I am. 
  



In Art, the brush goes in a way I can 
It's like I am in control. 
With mistakes the brush makes me learn new things 
I make a mistake, but it looks better. 
  
In writing, the pencil goes in a way I can 
It's like I am in control. 
With mistakes the pencil makes me learn new things. 
I make a spelling mistake, but it sounds better. 
  
The teacher has to be creative to provide an environment that promotes easy learning. The teacher needs to be creative in the way the classroom 
is arranged and, if there are limited resources, then the teacher needs to become more and more resourceful. 
  
  



 
The classroom has to become a working environment and by that I don't mean a place to work, but a space that actually works in a way that 
promotes teaching and learning, a place where the walls and display areas work as a reference for information, for spelling, formotivating and, just 
as importantly, a place where good work is displayed and celebrated in a creative way. 
  
Teachers need to be collectors.. of things useful for the class. 
They also need to be creative in the way they store these things. If something is hard to come by, they need to get the most out of it. All of the following things 
cost nothing, but can become richly creative resources: 



Empty cartons can be turned inside out and reformed and labelled to use as storage containers pinned to the wall for work cards, pencils, paper. Store them 
inside each other when not in use. Charts made on the unprinted side of the pages of old calendars, can be zig zag folded to save ruling out lines and then 
stored zig zagged to take up less storage room. 
  
 Brown paper bags can be made into puppets, polystyrene white goods packaging into display boards, empty electrical flex spools into tuffets! 
  

Click here for How to make a tuffet 
  
Shoe boxes can be covered in gift wrap and made into picture libraries for teachers to choose illustrations for work cards and for children 
to refer to when doing descriptive writing.  
  

http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx


 
  
"When I start to throw away a brown paper bag or a cornflake box or some sellophane, I think"Stop!" and I look and try to imagine how I can use this in the 
classroom!" 
  
"When I see a broken branch, I imagine tieing it in the classroom ceiling to hang children's work!" 
  
"When I see a styrofoam box, I think "Pencil trays!"  



  
"I remember bubble wrap makes good backing on a wall, or on a table to display books, a roll of scrunched brown paper can be rolled up a wall and split into 
sections across the ceiling to make a tree from which Fruit Poems on fruit shaped paper can be hung"  
  
Teachers  need to be creative in the way they present lessons... 
spending less time standing at the front trying to fill children's brains with facts, but including: 
more child activity, 
more child talking, 
more child chanting, 
more child singing, 
more acting out a situation, 
more pictures and drawings 
more creating of the type of  lesson that holds the child's attention. 
  
This makes a learner:  
more enthusiastic, 
more self-confident, 
more inspired and 
more relaxed whatever his or her ability. 
  
Creative teachers have creative lessons, which accelerate learning by making it fun!   
An amazing amount of energy is available to those who get pleasure from what they are doing, and the pleasure does not just 
come from completing a task, but often from the experiencing along the way. Wow!   
  
And for your chuckles, I have just come across these teaching tips. Do they sound familiar? 

 
  

"Decide on clear cut goals. 
Break goals into sections so learner has clear path to get goal. 

Trainer must be positive and happy when working. 
Trainer rewards progress, ignoring mistakes and focussing on success. 

  
In Seaworld's philosophy, there are no bad orcas, only bad teachers! 

When you pay half a million dollars for an orca, you learn to teach it!" 
  



 
  
And finally, and probably most importantly, how do you know that a pupil has  learned something?  I asked my friend Dr. Marsha Slater-Ryder for her ideas 
and she said, 
  
Real learning and understanding has occurred when the learner can: 
  
1) state it in his own words 
2) give examples of it 
3) recognise it in various guises and circumstances, in different appearances, likenesses, uses, contexts 
4) make use of it in various ways / apply it 
5) see connections between it and other fields or ideas 
6) foresee some of its consequences, see where it may lead, what effects it could have 
7) state its opposite or converse 
  
Thank you Marsha. 
I always enjoy sharing ideas on Principles of Teaching and Learning with you. 
  
  
  



Teaching and Learning Principles: 
  
"I strongly believe that both teaching and learning should be joyful and effective." says 

Chris Lawrence.  
  

The Learning Manager 
The teacher should become a learning manager, whereby the pupils learn to teach themselves. 
The teacher should not tell a child to 
  

"Learn your spellings!" 
"Improve your handwriting!" 

"Do something about your low marks!" 
  

                                                                   without teaching him how! 
  
We all learn differently. Each child should have opportunities to find out how helearns best, a life long benefit skill. 
  
Far too many children are kept in school for far too many years without beingtaught how to learn! 
  
Learning should be fun 
Lessons should be not too easy and not too hard. 
Children should feel that the teacher likes them.  
Children should feel that the day goes too quickly and should not find school time going too slowly. 
They should never be bored! They should have opportunities to be quiet and reflective, and opportunities to be excited and active, but they 
should never bored. 
  

  
  



 
  

Even on exciting days like fancy dress day, children need some time to be quiet and reflective, but not bored! 
  
Children learn best with their bodies (kinaesthetic learning) 
They learn by: doing, moving, rolling, jumping, crawling, shaking, running, building, stroking. 
They learn in short bursts of energy with segments of calm. 
They should be allowed to move around, to stand whilst doing a task, to memorise whilst walking, talking or listening to music. Some people have to move to 
think. (Notice adults using cell phones!) 
  
Children need physical things like fresh air and water! 
Children need fresh air. In warm climates, move cupboards away from blocking air vents, andin cold climates open windows. 



The brain consumes 20 to 25% of the oxygen you breathe, so make sure there is plenty of oxygen in the room! Being stressed allows less oxygen to the 
brain, being relaxed allows more oxygen to the brain. Confident children who are comfortable and at ease and so feel they are ultimately good in the 
classroom situation, learn far more efficiently than children who are anxious and frightened. 
  
" You can beaver and beaver away at spellings and reading and behaving, but if they feel they are ultimately no good, you're in a hide into to nothing 
situation!"  

Ray Rumsby, Norfolk Education Advisor.U.K. 



 
  



Learners need to have water to drink. Many children are dehydrated. Allow easy access to drinks. (NOT fizzy drinks!) Brains need to be squidgy to learn! 
When I have asked teachers to allow children to have individual bottles of water beside them whilst they work, the negative teachers say, "But they will be 
forever asking to go to the bathroom!" 
So I say, "Have you noticed how bladders seem to expand and cope when the person is reallyinterested in something? It is usually only bored children who 
constantly ask to go to the bathroom!" 
  
Teachers need to explore which learning styles work best with their pupils, using qualitative and quantitative measures. Then they  realise that what works 
well for some children's learning does not work so well for others. "I have told that child eight times and she still does not understand!" complained one 
learned and very highly educated teacher to me. "Yes Rosemary" I replied, "but, with respect, have you told her in eight different ways?"  
  
Teaching needs passion 
I have a passion for making teaching and learning more fun and more efficient. My passion makes me tired, yet never lets me find the work hard, as the 
rewards are invigorating. 
I try to inspire passion in teachers, showing them ways to make their job more interesting, morecreative, more satisfying and rewarding. In inspiring a passion 
for teaching, I believe this will inspire pupils' passion for learning. If I can inspire a passion for teaching in teachers and a passion for learning in 
pupils... ...then teaching and learning could truly excel! 
  



 
Teaching needs joy! 
  
What is the opposite of joy? 
  
Dreariness, 
          lethargy, 
                    lack of inspiration, 



                              lack of vitaliy 
                                        lack of care and consideration 
                                                  negativity 
                                                            apathy. 
  
If this is the case, we want joy and not joy's opposites in our classrooms! 
You cannot teach a child well if you do not like him. 
You can teach well if you show him you are pleased with him, if you praise his attempts and celebrate his achievements. 
In taking up attitudes of joy, you are a role model to other pupils and teachers. 
Through joy, you can promote respect, self value, enthusiasm and caring. 
A teacher can show joy of teaching, a pupil an show joy of learning and teachers and pupils grow in teaching and learning together. 
Some teachers mimic their own former teachers, standing aloof, patrolling the yard, seeking errors in children's work to complain about this and that and 
never showing joy. Good teachers are not like this! 
Good teachers are interested, involved and enthusiastic in what children do. Smile with joyand the children smile back....such a fantastic attitude to promote 
good teaching and learning. 
  
Teaching needs creativity 
Creativity is a process of having original ideas that have value.  
Creativity is a gift of the human imagination. 
  
To be creative, you have to be prepared to make mistakes. 
From those mistakes you can learn new things. 
Too often we instill in children the idea that they should not make mistakes. 
We say, "Do this right!"..... "No that's wrong!" 
We slash spelling errors with red ink lines and scribble illegible corrections over the top. Why? This does not accelerate learning. It impedes learning! 
A child who has an interesting word slashed with red ink because it is an incorrect spelling, uses an easier to spell and less interesting word next time. He 
avoids making spelling mistakes, but his writing development is quashed and his creativity and individuality is confined. 
  
A fourteen year old Dominican student, whilst thinking about art and creative writing and trying to express his ideas in poetry, wrote the following: 
  
Creating new things 
Helping to express myself freely 
In the way I feel 
Defines who I am. 
  



In Art, the brush goes in a way I can 
It's like I am in control. 
With mistakes the brush makes me learn new things 
I make a mistake, but it looks better. 
  
In writing, the pencil goes in a way I can 
It's like I am in control. 
With mistakes the pencil makes me learn new things. 
I make a spelling mistake, but it sounds better. 
  
The teacher has to be creative to provide an environment that promotes easy learning. The teacher needs to be creative in the way the classroom 
is arranged and, if there are limited resources, then the teacher needs to become more and more resourceful. 
  
  



 
The classroom has to become a working environment and by that I don't mean a place to work, but a space that actually works in a way that 
promotes teaching and learning, a place where the walls and display areas work as a reference for information, for spelling, formotivating and, just 
as importantly, a place where good work is displayed and celebrated in a creative way. 
  
Teachers need to be collectors.. of things useful for the class. 
They also need to be creative in the way they store these things. If something is hard to come by, they need to get the most out of it. All of the following things 
cost nothing, but can become richly creative resources: 



Empty cartons can be turned inside out and reformed and labelled to use as storage containers pinned to the wall for work cards, pencils, paper. Store them 
inside each other when not in use. Charts made on the unprinted side of the pages of old calendars, can be zig zag folded to save ruling out lines and then 
stored zig zagged to take up less storage room. 
  
 Brown paper bags can be made into puppets, polystyrene white goods packaging into display boards, empty electrical flex spools into tuffets! 
  

Click here for How to make a tuffet 
  
Shoe boxes can be covered in gift wrap and made into picture libraries for teachers to choose illustrations for work cards and for children 
to refer to when doing descriptive writing.  
  

http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx


 
  
"When I start to throw away a brown paper bag or a cornflake box or some sellophane, I think"Stop!" and I look and try to imagine how I can use this in the 
classroom!" 
  
"When I see a broken branch, I imagine tieing it in the classroom ceiling to hang children's work!" 
  
"When I see a styrofoam box, I think "Pencil trays!"  



  
"I remember bubble wrap makes good backing on a wall, or on a table to display books, a roll of scrunched brown paper can be rolled up a wall and split into 
sections across the ceiling to make a tree from which Fruit Poems on fruit shaped paper can be hung"  
  
Teachers  need to be creative in the way they present lessons... 
spending less time standing at the front trying to fill children's brains with facts, but including: 
more child activity, 
more child talking, 
more child chanting, 
more child singing, 
more acting out a situation, 
more pictures and drawings 
more creating of the type of  lesson that holds the child's attention. 
  
This makes a learner:  
more enthusiastic, 
more self-confident, 
more inspired and 
more relaxed whatever his or her ability. 
  
Creative teachers have creative lessons, which accelerate learning by making it fun!   
An amazing amount of energy is available to those who get pleasure from what they are doing, and the pleasure does not just 
come from completing a task, but often from the experiencing along the way. Wow!   
  
And for your chuckles, I have just come across these teaching tips. Do they sound familiar? 

 
  

"Decide on clear cut goals. 
Break goals into sections so learner has clear path to get goal. 

Trainer must be positive and happy when working. 
Trainer rewards progress, ignoring mistakes and focussing on success. 

  
In Seaworld's philosophy, there are no bad orcas, only bad teachers! 

When you pay half a million dollars for an orca, you learn to teach it!" 
  



 
  
And finally, and probably most importantly, how do you know that a pupil has  learned something?  I asked my friend Dr. Marsha Slater-Ryder for her ideas 
and she said, 
  
Real learning and understanding has occurred when the learner can: 
  
1) state it in his own words 
2) give examples of it 
3) recognise it in various guises and circumstances, in different appearances, likenesses, uses, contexts 
4) make use of it in various ways / apply it 
5) see connections between it and other fields or ideas 
6) foresee some of its consequences, see where it may lead, what effects it could have 
7) state its opposite or converse 
  
Thank you Marsha. 
I always enjoy sharing ideas on Principles of Teaching and Learning with you. 
  
  
  



Accelerating Literacy 
  

Think more than just writing on a chalk board and getting the children to copy it! 
Children are not full-time scribes! 

  
Think more than having rows of desks facing the front in military style! 

Children are not soldiers! 
  

Think more than gloomy rooms with nothing inspiring on the walls! 
Children are not prisoners! 

  
Think more than children sitting in the same seat all day! 

Children are not inactive cushions! 
  

But, children are like flowering plants! 
Give them the right environment and they flourish and blossom. 

Give them the wrong environment and sadly they struggle and are never be able to bloom as fully as they could. 
  



 



  
What Jean-Jacques Rouseau ( 1712 to 1778) said, all those hundreds of years ago, still applies in education today. 

  
"What the educator needs to do is to facilitate opportunities for learning." 

  
Chris Lawrence says, 

  
"Stop being a teacher and start being a learning manager!" 

  
Please click on the sub menu in the left navigation bar to learn more. 

  



The learning environment 
  

This page covers  
1) Resources 

2) The classroom 
3) The classroom atmosphere 

  
 

1) Resources... 
No resources? So be resourceful! 

Don't worry, I'll help! 
  
Throw out and collect...and be drastically selective! 
First of all start collecting for recycling. 
Throw out the junk you have accumulated and will never get round to using! Many classrooms are not functioning properly because they have so much 
rubbish! Don't collect piles and piles of dusty old books and magazines because you want to have the pictures...Cut out the pictures, file them in a Picture 
Library Box...and throw out what's left!  



 
  
My challenge in Dominica, as in any other poorly resourced area, is to be inventive with easily accessible resources. I 
have collected anything I could find that was free. I urge teachers to do the same and to organize their collection so it is 
labeled and easily accessible for their own benefit, as well as for the benefit of the children.  
  

A resourceful teacher took apart a broken wire frame and found some plastic beads. 



She made each child a counting line. 
  



 



"Let me see. I think 10 take away 9 is 1. Is it?" 
  



 



"Yes! Here are the 9 and here is the 1!" 
  

 
"Now let me show you how to do it!" 

 
Labeling.  
  



Good labeling not only encourages good classroom management, it also promotes literacy skills and pupil independence. 
  
Use what you can to make labels to give children access to everyday words, pencils, doors, paper, card etc. as well as labels to the items in classroom 
displays. And no tatty or faded old labels! They have been up too long and are wasting wall space! Children have stopped seeing them and you need their 
space for a worthwhile replacement! 
Please make sure all labels and any other writing is clearly presented with the right balance of letter sizes, so pupils can visualize, or “write in their brains”, the 
correct spellings. e.g. aeroplane is the shape of an aeroplane, (draw round it and see) but it will not look that shape if the letters are not of correct balance of 
letter size: 
  

• Small letters are all the same height: a c e i m n o r s u v w x z 

  

• Tall letters are all the same height and often have a common middle line height: b d f h k l, 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

  

• Hanging down letters are the same height and hang down to the same level: g j p q y. 

  

• The odd letter is a three quarter sized letter... t. (Its bar is the same height as the small letters) 
• And upright strokes should be parallel, either vertical or sloping slightly forwards. 

(See "How to write really badly" a children's story book by Anne Fine for a fun way to recognize all this!)  

 
Messages 
  
Your comments written in exercise books enhance reading and spelling if those comments are written in a style and of a quality that the child can easily 
recognize and read. Otherwise, they too, are a wasted opportunity for the child and a waste of your time doing them! 
  



And what about this idea? A group of messages available for the children to pick up from somewhere in the classroom to put by them whilst they work. 
  

“This book is great, so please don’t disturb me!” 
  

"Please do not bump into me as I am 
doing my best handwriting ever!" 

 
“Quiet please! 

I am investigating some information!” 
  

“I’ll chat later, but not now please!” 
  

“DANGER! Keep away. I have readitis!” 
 
In this way, a pupil reads the messages to choose the one he wants and puts it by his work. The other pupils read as they pass by him. One head teacher of 
a very large, highly structure secondary school often informally visited classrooms. On one occasion, he crept in and bent down beside a boy, quietly asking 
him what he was working on. The eleven year old boy put his finger to his lips in silent mode and pointed to his chosen notice, which said, 

  
"Please go away as I am very busy!" 

  
The head teacher nodded his head and whispered, "Certainly..Well done!" and quietly moved on. 
Wow! The world needs lots of head teachers like that one. 
  
And what about children’s written messages to each other? Teachers adopt the practice of regularly encouraging children to informally, during class activities, 
read each others work. Then the reader writes a positive message for the author to read. 
  

This was a good story and 
I liked the bit where the boy etc. 

  
I enjoyed your writing and want to 

know more about what happened next. 
  

I was very scared when I 



read your description of...... 
    

(I have been amazed at how neatly children write in other children’s books during this task, and how they strive to use interesting and compound words in 
their comments!) 

 
Resources: a summary 
  
The more resources you selectively collect, the more ideas you invent. One teacher told me that after being on my courses, she could not throw anything 
away without asking herself, "What would Chris Lawrence think of for using this in the classroom?" 
  
The more you use these physical resources, the more able your pupils are to develop their visual memories, an essential attribute to improving listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, handwriting and spelling. 
  
Resource-based education allows the children to be more independent workers. The walls, the displays, can give children what they need in the same way as 
a dictionary, library or internet give adults what they need. 
  
Children naturally use their visual senses a lot. Working this way encourages pupils to learn visually and to memorize visually.   
  

 
2)The classroom for learning 
  
Children get bored sitting in the same position on the same hard seat day after day, wouldn't you? 
This practice is not conducive to efficient learning. 
  
Overcrowded classrooms have to expand into other spaces. 
  
Whatever the climate, there is usually the outside. In the tropics there is hopefully some shaded area nearby, in the cold then it's regular coats and hats on 
and learning during a brisk walk. 
Learning does not always need children to be sitting in front of a chalkboard. It certainly does not happen efficiently in a stuffy overcrowded room! 
  
Examples of improving the lay out of the classrooms 
  

• One classroom had an overloaded cupboard which was drastically cleared out and used in a more efficient way. It was painted, the lower shelves 
were used for displaying children's reading books, the upper ones for teacher resources. With plants on the top, and doors open in the daytime to 
display children's work, a revitalized rug in front and a few cushions on the rug, the wasted space of the old cupboard had become a popular Book 
Nook. The cupboard doors could be closed at night to keep the dust out and the books and children's work clean. Wow! 



  

• Another classroom was so overcrowded that if the teacher bent down to look at a child's work,she could not turn round until she stood up again. But 
she had a door to the outside, where there was a shady concrete area with piles of old brick rubble and wood. The plan is to clear the area of rubbish 
and to move an old cable drum and logs in for a garden table and seating. The children hope to grow some plants and their former overcrowding will 
be relieved by a pleasant outdoor classroom space. Wow! 

  
Book Nooks..... 
  



 
Engrossed  readers in their new Book Nook, comfortable on their tuffets made to match their school uniforms, by their teacher and parents from re-cycled 
Cable and Wireless spools. 
  
 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx


A dedicated, comfortable area set aside in the classroom and made special can inspire readers to develop a love of reading.  Arrange books upright and with 
their bright covers facing forwards. Spines facing forwards do little to tempt children to try the book. Just think, publishers go to a lot of trouble and expense to 
make front covers of books appealing to sell the book! Teachers have to "sell" the book too! 
  
The teacher who orders, “Get your books out and read” and then “Now put your books away at once!” seems to me to be shamefully wasting an educational 
opportunity. I prefer a soft lead up to a class reading session and a gentle, whispered "Finish the paragraph you are reading and quietly put your reading book 
away when you are ready" at the end. Those who pack up first, respectfully wait quietly for the others and so inspire the lost-in-the pages stillness of a good 
reading session. Mmmm! Sounds good doesn't it? Wow! 
  
Try to rearrange the classroom so that there is space for a Book Nook.  If possible, cordon the area off with shelves or have a table set with a cloth. 
Pin transparent plastic bags with books inside them to the walls, to make books inviting. We adapt the rows of connected, air filled plastic bags that are often 
used as packing material. A cut along the top, the air comes out and you have a row of book pockets. Choose a class librarian (and give him or her a home 
made badge, clearly labeled of course)  to keep the area inviting.  
  
Children’s reading improves a lot when they have opportunities to stretch out or snuggle up with a book they can confidently read. Try to find a rug or some 
plastic flooring or a few cushions or a quilt. 
  
 I realize seating can be a problem. Desks sometimes have bench seats attached and there are no other chairs available. One solution: reading tuffets made 
by recycling empty cable spools. 

  
Click here for How to Make a Tuffet   

  
The walls 
should work for the teacher, as a shop display works for a shop. Charts should be well presented with lettering as similar to the printed text as possible, 
(balance of letter sizes, capital letters in the right places, accurate punctuation etc). Remember, good quality wall displays promote literacy skills, whereas 
poor quality displays are counter productive. Get on your knees to check your walls so that you get the child’s eye view! Bring things down if they are too high. 
And once charts are not longer being used, no longer being referred to, they should be taken down. Charts that are just pinned up and forgotten are a wasted 
opportunity space and do nothing but collect dust! Pencil a date on a chart when you put it up. If the chart is not referred to, the children stop seeing it in a 
matter of days! 
  
The teacher's desk....... 

http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx


 
  

Some are so big! Is it really necessary? If not move it out! 
Some are cluttered with disorganized papers and overflowing drawers! They are just a dumping ground! Clear it! 
Ask, would the teacher's desk be better placed in another part of the classroom? Teacher desks at the front are often using up a valuable learning space. 
Move it!  Teacher desks at the front of a room sometimes block the view of the chalkboard, especially if the teacher style is to allow children to queue up for 
marking! Move it! The desk moved to the back of the room still gives the teacher a good overview of the children at work, and here the desk would not be 
taking up prime front-of-the room space. 
One teacher said,  "In my class, I have so many children who need glasses but can't afford them.  I moved my desk to the back of the room, and moved the 
children forward nearer the chalkboard. Now, they can all see better and so are able to work better! I didn't realize what a difference a small thing like moving 
my desk would make!"  

 
3) The classroom atmosphere 
  
Create the right atmosphere in your classroom. 
The children should feel confident and relaxed…. and so should the teachers. 
There should be a spirit of the joy of learning, no matter what the ability of the child. 
There should be opportunities to show respect for each other and for the resources in the school. 
The child should feel liked and trusted by the teacher.  



The teacher should feel likes and trusted by the children. 
  
  
Learning and teaching should be fun! 
Teaching should be done with your heart as well as your head. 
Pupils should receive 10 lots of praise for every 1 criticism. Ten is an optimistic goal, but if we aim high we might get somewhere near that target. Teachers 
should look down their class lists occasionally and try to memorize how many times they have recently praised individual children there. And we should never 
forget that teachers need praise too, from colleagues, Principals and Education Officers, who incidentally also need congratulations on success! 
  
Teachers should constantly role model. 
If they want a calm and quiet class, then they should be calm and quiet too. (A noisy teacher has a noisy class!) If teachers want children to see that reading 
can be enjoyable, then, even though they have a pile of marking, they should let the children see them enjoying reading during a class reading time. I was 
doing this when the head teacher made an informal visit to my classroom. I was sitting on the rug, lost in the pages. He asked the children where I was, they 
silently pointed and immediately looked down at their books. He understanded, nodded to them and left, unnoticed by me. Wow! 
  
  
Parents..................... 

 
  
Parents as partners, that is the ideal. Once teachers and parents are working as partners, progress is bound to accelerate.   
  



Arrange opportunities for the children to see that you and the parents and they themselves are all working together for their educational success. 
  
Really be positive with parents, but be honest also. Never let them think you are criticizing them and always try to have a workable solution to the problem, 
even if it is suggesting referring it to someone else and asking the parents for their agreement to this. 
  
Even parents can sometimes feel threatened by the school environment. Perhaps they have bad memories from their own school life. Invite them into the 
classroom often and make them feel comfortable by showing good work and good progress. Be gently, be firm and always be professional. This includes 
being assertive about them wanting to speak to you when you have a class. Insist on them making an appointment. Unless it is a dire emergency, your first 
duty is to the teaching of the children in the classroom, who should NOT be left unattended. Parents who turn up for a non emergency chat with a teacher 
without an appointment should be assertively asked to come back later. Oh dear I feel extremely strongly about this. If children are working in 
silence that is no reason for a teacher to have a chat with anyone in the doorway! It shows disreapect for the children's working! 
  
Never criticize a parent for not understanding if you have not given that parent the chance of an explanation. 
  
Tell yourselves that if there is a problem, then it is the problem that should be attacked, not each other. 
  
Sometimes, when in a corner, parents will shy back to what they did at school and criticize by saying "And that didn't do me any harm!" Gently and 
professionally remind them that today's children are not the same as yesterdays and today's children need to be prepared, as best we can, for the very 
different world of tomorrow.  
  



Listening skills 
  
The word learn has the word ear in it! 
You need your ears to listen, but, at the same time, you also need 
your eyes to lip read 
and 
your intellect to read body language too. 
Teachers, please remember this and 
1) don't stand with you back to the bright light from a window and with your hands still! 
2) don't stand with your back to the children whilst you talk..like when writing on the board. 
  
Give high priority to the listening aspect of literacy development, the most neglected aspect of all! 
  

• Teachers tell a child to listen, nag a child to listen, shout orders to listen, but  

these strategies do not work!   

• Children need to be taught how to listen and need to be praised when they listen well?  

  



  

• Is there a main stream class anywhere that regularly awards high status merits for good listening? 
• How do you tell that a child is listening….. really listening?   
• Pupils chatting to friends or engaging their concentration elsewhere are obviously not listening, 

or are they? 



• Pupils can look as if they are listening, yet are far away in a world of their own! Teachers are fooled,  

yet in the question and answer session, teachers realise the children were not actually listening....…or then again is it that they were listening but not 
understanding? 

  
You can see why I give this area such high priority 

  
  

 

  Listening and hearing difficulties 

  

Be aware that some children are hearing and listening impaired because of a physiological reason, which might need medical 
intervention, or because the child suffers from maybe an allergy that occasionally blocks his sinuses or upper respiratory track. 



Hearing impairment can be permanent or temporary. It can be slight and unnoticed and teachers might only begin to recognize a 
problem when a child mis-hears, or finds learning letter sounds or a second language difficult. 

In such cases, teachers can help by: 
  

 moving the child nearer to the sound, at the front of the class when there is blackboard work going on, in a story corner when 
it is news time or story book time etc. 
  

 giving the child as much eye contact as possible to assess the quality of the communication taking place 
  

 articulating well and never mumbling 

  

 avoiding facing away from the class when talking to them…like when giving instructions whilst writing on the blackboard. 
  

 avoiding standing with light behind you, because the child will have trouble seeing your mouth for lip reading 
  

 using visual stimuli when explaining, so the child can take clues from this. This could be hand movements by the teacher, a 
drawing on the board, a picture held up. 
  

 making sure that children who answer questions in class, speak loudly - and if they don't the teacher needs to repeat what 
they said. And remember, it is no good for the rest of the class, if the teacher moves towards a softly spoken answerer and 
this child's answers are not repeated for the benefit of the others. The teacher may hear better if nearer the child, but what 
about the other children further away? Both children and teachers need try to project their voices! 

  

   
Here are keen teachers on a drama workshop bouncing their voices off the wall and working out which individual 

tone of voice works best  
  



 
  

   

   



 



 
The great advantage of working with pupils with impaired hearing (and with many others with special needs) is that these teacher intervention strategies are 
very often excellent strategies for all other children in the class too. 
  
How to encourage the development of good listening skills. 
 
Praise children for good listening in the same way you praise them for other achievements. This could be in whispering this to them as you pass, or in 
praising them publicly in class with a "Well done for good listening" or tell parents when you see them. And for really good listening, what about a 
congratulatory comment in School Assembly or a school award? Give a written comment, “I noticed how well you listened to the instructions before you 
started this work and it shows” Or award a label or certificate that says, “I’m a good listener!” (I often hand a new pen or new excercise book to teachers on 
my courses who are listening well. We all chuckle at this when I tell the group what I am doing and why, but hopefully this reminds teachers in a visual way, to 
compliment children for being good at listening.) 

• Make sure they have opportunities that encourage the development of good listening skills 
 Practice good listening 
 1) Make sure they have something interesting to listen to! 
 2) Never drone on about nothing, filling in and wasting time. 
 3) Never get distracted as you introduce a topic, so your sentence or idea is not completed. 
 4) Be precise and succinct when giving verbal instructions. 
 5) Be inventive and flamboyant when encouraging pupils to have fun listening to the colour of the spoken language. 
 6) Use your voice as an instrument, varying the speed, the volume, the tone to set the atmosphere of the class. 
 7) Whisper for a quiet class and shout only for effect (drama, story reading etc). 
 8) Act out your story with your changing voice. Use accents in dialogue, make fun with alliteration, and rhyming 

words. Make the sound of your voice waken their imagination, so that what you say comes alive in their heads. 
 9) Use a brisk and instant sound to call the class to attention, a shaker, a rattle, a drum. (Don't let the sound go on or 

the children will get used to the long time and feel they can finish their sentence before they have to listen to the 
teacher!) Give the children opportunities to practice making the appropriate listening response to this sound and 
insist on a good standard of response from everyone by praising those who do it well. Make it fun! 



 
 I experienced a K class teacher saying this very gently recently: 

  
"Some of you are not listening! 
Some of you are not listening! 
Some of you are not listening! 
Who is speaking now? 
Who is speaking now?  



Who is speaking now? 
Who is listening? 
Who is listening? 
Who is listening? 
Are you ready? 
Are you ready?" 

  
A shaker would have been so much quicker and less exhausting for the teacher and more 
inspiring for the pupils 

 10) Listen to the noises coming in from outside the class room. Discuss the different sounds 
the children can hear. Encourage rich vocabulary and imagination here. And this could be a 
good stimulus for creative writing as well as it encouraging fine listening skills. "The sounds 
around the classroom and what I think they are" 
 
11) Provide sounds for the children to listen to and let them use them as a stimulus for 
creative writing. A piece of sellophane gently rubbed could inspire stories about the waves 
on the shore, or could even sound like a parcel being opened and the question, “What’s 
inside?” Or the teacher could have a range of objects on a table making the noise for each 
one and so trying to get the children to write a story that includes the sounds. A knock on the 
table top, a block or pebble making footstep sounds, etc etc. 
 
12) Listen to each other. There are times when a change from the sound of the teacher’s 
voice, to the sound of a friend’s voice in say a sharing news circle, can encourage a new 
listening motivation in pupils. How often we recognise the child’s listening to flag, only for 
their motivation to spur into life again when someone else's voice intervenes! Invent a 
strategy so pupils do not interupt each other. This could be a beanbag given, (or gently 
thrown) to the next speaker, with the rule that only the beanbag holder is allowed to speak 
and everyone else should be listening.  
 
13). Allow children to enjoy silence! Allow them silent thinking time to plan their work. Too 
many teachers say, “Get on!” “Haven’t you started yet?” We would need time to think, so 
why do so many teachers assume that children don’t need thinking time in the same way? 
And when the class is working silently, do not interrupt that silence by reprimanding a child 
in a way that interrupts the rest of the class! Too many children miss the chance of producing 
really good quality work, because the teacher interrupts their concentration by loudly 
reprimanding another child. And be aware of this at the end of tasks, when different children 
inevitably finish at different times. Do not allow children who have finished first to break the 



quiet working atmosphere that those still working need in order to finish. Have something for 
them to do 
  
Although silence is golden, many children are uncomfortable working in silence and, later on, 
in the adult workplace, few will have silent workplaces any way. So you choose the sound 
that pervades the classroom. If you have the luxury a being able to play a tape or CD, choose 
a soothing sound toplay on the background.Teach the children to choose appropriate music, 
not foreground music because, what they really need is music that creates a gentle 
background. 
  
Never, ever, nag or reprimand a child for not listening, before you have asked 
yourself, 
  
“Why is he not listening?” 
  
This could be answered by going through the list above. 
  
Remember: A reprimand for not listening, often does no good and is frequently the start of 
the child being reprimanded again and again, week after week, for the same misdemeanour. 
But a glance at the list above may well offer the answer once and for all. And this would be of 
infinite benefit to the child’s learning as well as to the wear and tear on the hard working 
teacher! 
  
  
  

•   
• Practice good listening 
•   
• 1) Make sure they have something 

interesting to listen to! 
•   
• 2) Never drone on about nothing, 

filling in and wasting time. 
•   
• 3) Never get distracted as you 

introduce a topic, so your sentence 
or idea is not completed. 



•   
• 4) Be precise and succinct when 

giving verbal instructions. 
•   
• 5) Be inventive and flamboyant 

when encouraging pupils to have 
fun listening to the colour of the 
spoken language. 

•   
• 6) Use your voice as an instrument, 

varying the speed, the volume, the 
tone to set the atmosphere of the 
class. 

•   
• 7) Whisper for a quiet class and 

shout only for effect (drama, story 
reading etc). 

•   
• 8) Act out your story with your 

changing voice. Use accents in 
dialogue, make fun with alliteration, 
and rhyming words. Make the 
sound of your voice waken their 
imagination, so that what you say 
comes alive in their heads. 

•   
• 9) Use a brisk and instant sound to 

call the class to attention, a shaker, 
a rattle, a drum. (Don't let the 
sound go on or the children will get 
used to the long time and feel they 
can finish their sentence before 
they have to listen to the teacher!) 
Give the children opportunities to 
practice making the appropriate 
listening response to this sound 
and insist on a good standard of 
response from everyone by 



praising those who do it well. Make 
it fun! 

•  
•   
• I experienced a K class teacher 

saying this very gently recently: 
•   

• "Some of you are not listening! 



• Some of you are not listening! 
• Some of you are not listening! 

• Who is speaking now? 
• Who is speaking now?  
• Who is speaking now? 

• Who is listening? 
• Who is listening? 
• Who is listening? 
• Are you ready? 
• Are you ready?" 

•   
• A shaker would have been so 

much quicker and less exhausting 
for the teacher and more inspiring 
for the pupils 

•   
• 10) Listen to the noises coming in 

from outside the class room. 
Discuss the different sounds the 
children can hear. Encourage rich 
vocabulary and imagination here. 
And this could be a good stimulus 
for creative writing as well as it 
encouraging fine listening skills. 
"The sounds around the classroom 
and what I think they are" 

•  
11) Provide sounds for the children 
to listen to and let them use them 
as a stimulus for creative writing. A 
piece of sellophane gently rubbed 
could inspire stories about the 
waves on the shore, or could even 
sound like a parcel being opened 
and the question, “What’s inside?” 
Or the teacher could have a range 
of objects on a table making the 
noise for each one and so trying to 



get the children to write a story that 
includes the sounds. A knock on 
the table top, a block or pebble 
making footstep sounds, etc etc. 

•  
12) Listen to each other. There are 
times when a change from the 
sound of the teacher’s voice, to the 
sound of a friend’s voice in say a 
sharing news circle, can encourage 
a new listening motivation in pupils. 
How often we recognise the child’s 
listening to flag, only for their 
motivation to spur into life again 
when someone else's voice 
intervenes! Invent a strategy so 
pupils do not interupt each other. 
This could be a beanbag given, (or 
gently thrown) to the next speaker, 
with the rule that only the beanbag 
holder is allowed to speak and 
everyone else should be listening.  

•  
13). Allow children to enjoy silence! 
Allow them silent thinking time to 
plan their work. Too many teachers 
say, “Get on!” “Haven’t you started 
yet?” We would need time to think, 
so why do so many teachers 
assume that children don’t need 
thinking time in the same way? And 
when the class is working silently, 
do not interrupt that silence by 
reprimanding a child in a way that 
interrupts the rest of the class! Too 
many children miss the chance of 
producing really good quality work, 
because the teacher interrupts their 
concentration by loudly 



reprimanding another child. And be 
aware of this at the end of tasks, 
when different children inevitably 
finish at different times. Do not 
allow children who have finished 
first to break the quiet working 
atmosphere that those still working 
need in order to finish. Have 
something for them to do 

•   
• Although silence is golden, many 

children are uncomfortable working 
in silence and, later on, in the adult 
workplace, few will have silent 
workplaces any way. So you 
choose the sound that pervades 
the classroom. If you have the 
luxury a being able to play a tape 
or CD, choose a soothing sound 
toplay on the background.Teach 
the children to choose appropriate 
music, not foreground 
music because, what they really 
need is music that creates a gentle 
background. 

•   
• Never, ever, nag or 

reprimand a child for not 
listening, before you have 
asked yourself, 

•   
• “Why is he not listening?” 
•   
• This could be answered by going 

through the list above. 
•   



• Remember: A reprimand for not 
listening, often does no good and 
is frequently the start of the child 
being reprimanded again and 
again, week after week, for the 
same misdemeanour. But a glance 
at the list above may well offer the 
answer once and for all. And this 
would be of infinite benefit to the 
child’s learning as well as to the 
wear and tear on the hard working 
teacher! 

  



Speaking skills  
  
This is another poor relation in the literacy programme, as usually far too little time is given to this very important skill.  
Speaking is important in its own right, but it is also a vital step in the development of listening, writing and reading skills. 
Too few teachers seem to realise this! Too many teachers tell children not to talk! 
 
  
Developing the spoken language for its own sake. 
  
Children need frequent opportunities to: 

• practice speaking one on one, in groups, to the whole class, even to the whole school. 
• use  

speech in different genres, reporting a sequential event, explaining a situation, instructing the class on how 
something can be done, describing an event. 

• u 

se language in a rich way, to experiment with sentence construction and new vocabulary, to experience using new 
parts of speech in their speaking, adjectives and adverbs, similes, metaphors etc. 

• role play, an opportunity to step into the shoes of someone else, allowing them to experience another view point, to 
empathise during discussion groups, in drama, in puppetry. 

  



 
  

Click here for "How to make puppets", in this case, Granny, the woodcutter and Red Riding Hood. (There might be a wolf 
somewhere!) 

  
  

The acquisition of speaking skills is so important for 

http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewow.aspx


  
everyday life and yet too many teachers say to children,  

  
"Stop talking!" 

  
I would advise them to tell the children to 

  
"Start talking!" 

  
  

Click here for Speaking for Reading 
  

Click here for Speaking for Writing 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/speakforread.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speakforread.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speakforwrite.aspx


Reading Skills 
  
Children need to be ready to read, whether ready to start the process of learning to read, or ready to settle down to a 
reading session. 
 
The development of quality reading depends on a number of key points. 
 
1) Being able to see the text 
  
Whether the text is printed words or the writing on the blackboard, being able to see it is paramount. There are few 
children in poorer countries who wear glasses, yet many might need to. Families cannot afford them. Allow children to 
choose a seat best for their vision. Moving them could make all the difference. Be aware that some children are light 
sensitive and this impairs their vision and distorts texts so that reading, spelling and writing skills are sometimes quite 
severely hampered.  



 
Click here for more on children with visual difficulties  

  
  
2) Creating the right reading atmosphere and the best reading environment . 

http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx


Reading should never be looked upon as a job of work, but as something to be enjoyed and something the child feels good at, even if his attainment in 
reading is below that expected for his ability and age. A book should never feel so heavy in vocabulary or so weighty in content, that it is not comfortable for 
the child to cope with!  
  

 
  
The four finger test is a useful and quick tool to help judge the appropriateness of a reading text. The child attempts to read a whole page, putting a 
finger down on it for each mistake or long hesitation. 
Four fingers down before the end of the page and the book is too hard.Choose another book.  
  
A standardised reading test gives a teacher a guide to a child’s reading ability, can be used as a diagnostic tool for planning future lessons, and aids the 
teacher in matching the child’s reading ability with an appropriate reading book. This careful matching inspires reading confidence in pupils. 
  
Readability It is very important to match the reading ability of the child with the readability of textpresented to him. Arrange and label book corner books 
according to their readability. 



With the very poor reader, this could mean making the book with a low reading age but with a higher interest age. With the more able reader, it could mean 
matching a book with a high reading age but with a low interest age. 
  
Choosing a book is an acquired skill so don't tell children to "Hurry up!" and don't choose the book for them. Suggest and guide though, for how sad it 
is when a child chooses a book that is far too difficult, and then, does not say “I can’t read this book!”, but says, “I can’t read!” Such children have often 
predicted the sort of book that adults expect them to read, and consequently aim too high. Or conversely they choose a suitable reading aged book that 
adults tease or complain is too easy, and the child’s confidence is undermined again. Negativity can kill the appropriate attitude needed to promote good 
reading skills. 
  
A Book Corner or Book Nook is where the young reader can quietly read, undisturbed by others, with the opportunity to get lost in the pages. If possible, 
cordon the corner off and supply cushions or a rug or, for the youngest children, tuffets. 
  



           Click here for How to Make a Tuffet 
  
Children’s reading improves a lot when they have opportunities to stretch out or snuggle up with a book they can confidently read. Display the books so that 
they tempt readers to pick them up and browse. A book table set with a cloth or some pinned-to-the-wall see-through plastic bags with books in, all make 
books inviting. Then allow children to feel they have stepped into the pages and can forget about what is going on in the classroom. 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx


 
Let them step into the pages 

  
The school walls should promote reading. Charts should be well presented with lettering as near like the reading book's printed text as possible, 
(balance of letter sizes, capital letters in the right places, accurate punctuation etc), because good quality wall displays promote literacy skills, poor quality 
displays are counter productive. 
  



 
 Get on your knees to check your walls' so that you get the child’s eye view! 

You might be surprised at how much more you can see at your adult height and how little they can see at child height. 
Change the room, put the charts lower on the walls, even have words on the floor! 

  
Charts that are no longer being referred are a wasted opportunity space. Take them down! If a chart is not referred to, children have stopped seeing 
it anyway. Pencil a date on the chart when you put it up. 
  



Classroom labels should similarly be clearly written, should often be referred to by the teacher, so that children read them for themselves and refer to 
them for spellings.  
For example, if they want to write the word "minutes" they know where to find it to read it and then  to write it. 

  
  
  
Messages Teacher comments in exercise books enhance reading if written in a style and of a quality that a child can easily read. Otherwise, they too are a 
wasted opportunity. 



  
Children’s written messages to each other When a child reads another child’s piece of work, let the reader write a positive message for the writer to 
read. (You will be amazed how neatly children write in other children’s books during this task!) 
  
Door knob messages Have a collection of these tied with a ring of ribbon or string. One child could take on the job of making sure the appropriate notice 
is the one showing. 
  



  



  



 



  



  



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  
A group of messages available for children to pick one up from the Book Nook and put by them whilst they do not want to be disturbed. 

 
“This book is great so don’t disturb me!” 

 
“Quiet please! I am reading the best story ever!” 

 
“I’ll chat later, but not now please!” 

 
“Keep away. I have readitis!” 

  



 



 
The pupil reads the messages to choose one and the other pupils read it as they pass by him. These on the photograph were stuck on small pieces of tree 
branch off cuts. 
  

 
Reading each others work.Display children's written work so others have easy access to it and can take time to read it. If it bothers you to have children 
stopping to read work displayed like this, then put such a display in the Book Nook. Shortage of books for your Book Nook? Well remember,children are 
very good at writing stories for it! 



 
Invite children to read each others work. Even get the reader to 

write a positive comment about what had been written. 
  
  
Role modelling  Let the children see you reading when they read, even if you do have a pile of marking. 
Your role modelling will pay far more dividends that your red ink! 
  
Dramatising recommending reading. 
  



 
Some children are peacefully reading ,when their classmates come along and tell them, 
"Reading is so boring! You don't want to do that! Leave your books and come and play with us". 
The readers decide to go on with their reading and the other children go away sulking. 
  



 



 An elderly and wise couple, out for a walk, approach the group of readers. 
They had seen what was happening 

  

 
The elderly couple smile with approval and say to the readers,  

"Well done, we are so proud of you. 
Choosing to read is a  good thing to do. 

Reading can be just as much fun as doing other things!" 



  
  
Parents as partners. Encourage children and parents to get into a shared regular reading habit. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Child's Classroom                           
The School                            
          2011                           

Dear Parents, 
Please: 
  
make a habit of regularly setting aside time for you and your child to read together. 
  
be positively enthusiastic about your child’s reading skills and they will be too 
  
praise them a lot for their reading skills, even if they are struggling. 
  
let the child see other family members reading. 
  
have reading materials at home and get children to practice reading when you are out and about: road signs, newspapers, notices, television guides, board 
games. 
  
consider joining the library and make regular trips. 
  
monitor your child’s progress and don’t over worry if there appears to be a problem. Children acquire reading skills at different speeds. 
  
practice Paired Reading.(see below) 
  
Looking forward to us continuing to work together to help your child's reading             

Yours sincerely,             
                 The Teacher 

___________________________________________________________ 
  
Paired reading 
The adult reads aloud at exactly the same time as the child, but when the child approaches a difficult word, the adult says it a second before. 



The child and adult continue uninterrupted, keeping the fluency of the reading and continuity of the story. 
This also encourages the child to feel confident about his reading and encourages him to take contextual clues, a skill well worth developing. 
(Allowing the child to take time to look at book illustrations before attempting the text also develops this same skill. It is NOT cheating!) 
  
Recommending books 
Read the books that are available to the children and have a basket or box of books ready in the 
Book Nook and, with all the children around, pick up the books one at a time, tell something about 
the story and ending the description on a cliff hanger. By the end of the session, there will be a  
list of children wanting to read the books recommended. 
Similarly, when a child has finished a book, encourage him to tell the class and then ask him who 
he would recommend the book to and why. (This is a much more successful method for encouraging him to read, far more than getting him to write a book 
report, a task which often puts children off ever finishing reading a book! It certainly did me!) 
  
Stopping 
At the end of a silent reading session, please don’t sharply and loudly say, 
“Close your books now!”, but gently and quietly remind the children that it is time to 
  "Finish the sentence or short paragraph you are reading and, when you are ready, gently close the pages!” 
  
Sounds gentle doesn’t it? And so it should be! 
  
If the children have been doing quality reading, they now usually look like they have just woken up! 
They often feel like having a stretch. Well they may have been up to all sorts of strenuous activities whilst lost in the pages of a good book! And by the way, 
children who do not have enough practice at silent reading and whose greater percentage of reading time is reading aloud, end up being very slow adult 
readers. They silent read at the speed of spoken reading and hear the words in their heads. 
This is fine for poetry reading, but not so good when they want to speed read! Sadly this is what happened to me! 



 
Click here for page on encouraging boys' reading 

  

http://show-me-wow.com/BoysReading.aspx


Early Years Literacy 
  
  
  

 
  

Whatever they do, let them learn through play and through experimenting with their world through picture books, 
construction toys, sand trays, Wendy house, drawing and colouring etc...Offer as wide an array of resources as 

you can provide., resources that will encourage listening and speaking, hand eye co-ordination and a love of 
books.They should be allowed to work alone, or in groups and not always class taught and teacher led! They should 

have opportunities to sit near the teacher in a group to enjoy and share lots and lots of stories. 
  



Attitudes. 
Too many adults underestimate the abilities of pre-school children to acquire and accelerate development in literacy skills 
and because of this, many opportunities are sadly wasted. No child is too young to learn so long as that learning is child 
appropriate and age appropriate. Learning at any level can be fun, but during early years the fun learning can give life 
long benefits to children who are offered it, because they can express themselves more capably, they can listen more 
attentively and they have a broader vocabulary to understand what is being said to them. Their hand eye co ordination is 
better and so writing skills become easier for them. They are already on the way to being successful in the classroom 
situation. 
  
Team work. 
Pre-school leaders and helpers need to work alongside parents to encourage an enthusiasm for fun learning, and they 
also need to be creative in planning everyday opportunities within a structured programme, to encourage the 
development of skills in Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Let parents know what you are doing during your pre-
school programme and why you are doing it. In this way they then have the opportunity not only to understand your 
methods, but also to back and reinforce them at home. 
  

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 



  
Listening 
  
Teach children to listen instead of telling them to listen. Praise them for good listening. Give them interesting things to 
listen to, an interesting story, a walk to listen to the sounds around them and to count how many different sounds 
they hear. Be a role model and always show them how attentively you listen to them when they have something to tell 
you. 

  
I have seen some Pre-school leaders who are excellent at this, creating a soothing atmosphere as they allow the little 
ones to take their time and explain, yet I have seen other leaders who do not recognize the value of this activity and 
interrupt the child or finish the sentence for him or her in such a rush that the child has not had the opportunity to plan it 
and express it. 
  
Listening is a very important pre-school skill, so develop it in all the ways you can think of. Give them a change from your 
voice by using a puppet for them to "listen" to. 
  
  



 



  
  

 
Click here for how to make puppets 

  
 
Read them lots of stories throughout the week and re read their favourites, allowing them to look at the picture so that 
they connect their listened to information with the illustration. Tell stories too. Use different voices to make the story more 
life like, and change the tones of your voice to add to the drama of the story telling. Regular story telling is an essential 
element to developing listening skills, so should be a constant activity with young children.Develop the listening activity 
into drama or drawing activities to reinforce the auditory and visual image for the children. Never underestimate the value 
of story telling to young children to give them opportunities to experience language in different genres. 
  
Give children opportunities to listen to each other, to converse when playing in the "house" or any other creative play 
area, Give them opportunities to "read" to each other, to talk about their model making, to chat over what is happening 
when they play in the sand tray or the water tray. Allow lots of free activities, where children can talk to each other 
and never underestimate the value of free play, where children can explore their world, talk and listen about it and learn 
from each other. 
  
Have a sound table of things that make different noises and get the children to tell you what the sound reminds them of 
or what it sounds like.These sorts of activities benefit all areas of learning and so their value should not be under 
estimated. 
  
From differentiating different sounds, children can move on to sound games that introduce basic phonics. Tell a sound 
story getting the children to fill in the words you miss. 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewow.aspx
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I was in town and along the road came a great big b-----. 
It had big w-------. 

It was making a lot of n-----. 
The colour of the bus was y-----. 

  
Remember to use soft breath sounds for basic phonics teaching as these blend, unlike the sounds taught years ago 
which were harsh and when put together did not make the word, e.g. b,a,t blended to ber-a-tter instead of bat. 
  
Have a picture to help them take contextual clues. Oops we are already into pre reading skills teaching! 
  
(It should be noted here that some young children are poor listeners because they have a long term hearing loss or a 
short term hearing loss, like when they have a cold. 



  
 

Click here for page on Auditory Discrimination Difficulties) 
 

  
Conversely, it amazes adults sometimes, at how well some young children can listen and repeat sounds and phrases, 
hence the reason some of them so easily manage to learn two languages at the same time! Pre school and early years 
are considered to be the best time for young children to learn a second language as they are so good at mimicking the 
accent and good at memorizing the vocabulary. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Speaking. 
  
Early years children are almost daily acquiring an increasingly broader vocabulary. They are stringing words together to 
form phrases and sentences. They are trying out different sentence constructions, are learning to adjust volume and tone 
to give effect! Wow! And they acquire these skills in such a short time compared to how long it would take an adult to 
acquire the same level of skills when learning a foreign language! So allow them lots of practice, allow them to learn from 
each other in role play situations, in giving news (where incidentally they will be practicing using the past tense, as well 
as learning sequential recording skills) and don't stop them talking to themselves as they do different activities..they are 
not being silly, being babyish, they are simply practicing and trying out their spoken language skills. Give opportunities to 
develop this, with acting out a story they have just heard, or with having an area set up as a home corner, or a shop, or a 
space ship, or the sea shore, any idea you can think of to offer opportunities to practice the vocabulary of that particular 
theme. Have interest tables to use in a similar way, a table of things collected on a walk, a table of things that are yellow. 
Get them to talk about it. Have some old telephones for them to talk into. Have a dressing up box and get them talking! 

http://show-me-wow.com/showmewow.aspx
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Provide a stimulating environment to encourage talking rather than a sterile environment that insists children are silent! 
And bring out those puppets again! 
  



 



  
Toilet roll tube and a yogurt pot puppet 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Reading 
  
Reading is not just looking at letters and working out what words they make! Reading is also looking at pictures and 
plans and simple maps and interpreting them. In these cases. the young children are, in essence, looking at a mark on a 
page and interpreting it by allowing it to communicate with them and sometimes they will start commenting on what it 
means to them. Isn't this not only a pre reading skill, but a skill we as adults develop as we cope with everyday 
experiences? So allow children lots of time to enjoy looking at pictures in books, let them absorb all the information they 
can, don't hurry them if they are engrossed, accept that they really are "reading" and that this pre reading skill is very 
important to their literacy development. 
  



 
  

Young children will also pretend to read, holding up a book and talking along with the pictures. Do not undervalue this 
activity. It is showing an interest in reading and a confidence in the possibility of acquiring the skill of reading, so allow the 
child to independently carry on and never tease or make a negative comment about what the child is doing. Silently 
applaud the activity and NEVER mock the child for holding up a newspaper and moving his head from side to side. He 
has seen an adult reader doing this and is using that adult as a positive role model. 
  
And as for role models, be, by your efforts and attitudes, a good role model for reading. Show you value books by the 
way you handle them and care for them. Show the joy you get from a story and read it with expression so that the 
children can visualize the characters and events, can predict the possible endings. Make story time fun because, by 
doing so, you are encouraging children's reading and comprehension. And leave the book out when you have finished 
the story and you will see how children will love to pick it up and copy you..an excellent pre reading skill for them to do. 



They may even want to "read" it to each other. Always try to have somewhere cosy for them to get lost in the pages of a 
book. Tuffets, made out of empty cable spools cost very little to make and are very popular. 
  

 
  
  
  



  

 
  

Click here for How to make a tuffet 
  

Even an opened up cardboard box with patterns crayoned on it to look like a rug, defines a 
space where children can settled down with a book without being disturbed. 

http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx


  

 
  

And you don't have to limit pre reading skills with just books, Notices and signs are important too. Have a drawing by the 
written sign to help give the pre reader a clue as to what the writing says..like we see in airports or on roadsigns. They 
think they are reading the word when they are really, at least at the start, reading the sign, but after a while, it becomes 
the word they are reading too. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Writing  



 



Trailing a stick in the sand, chalking a line on a chalkboard, pencil drawing a man on paper, colouring in a picture with 
crayons, tracing over a shape, these are all pre writing skills. You are developing hand-eye co-ordination ready to teach 
how to hold a pencil and how to control it to make letter shapes. Even finger rhymes and playing with dough and moving 
a toy car into a parking space, steering a paper boat on a stream, are all helping in the development of pre writing skills, 
as are cutting and sticking and model making, spooning objects from one bowl to another, using pincer movements with 
tongs.  

 
  

Too many teachers do not see the connection and think teaching writing is done with children holding an often too thin 
pencil, which is hard for them to grip, and "writing" letter shapes for hours on end. But the child who has had opportunities 
to chalk,and draw and colour and trace will not only develop those hand eye co-ordination skills more quickly, but he will 
have more motivation and expertise having had fun with other hand-eye co-ordination/manual dexterity skills on the way. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Literacy Skills environment for the Pre school child. 
  
The literacy Skills environment should be rich in activities and colourful in inspiration. There should be different areas for 
different activities that the children can choose to go to. There should be a variety of resources to stimulate listening, 
speaking, reading and writing as the examples above suggest. There should be opportunities for children to work/play 
alone, and in groups and freely. And this costs more in imagination and creativity than in money.Wrapping paper, paper 
bags, leaves, fabric scraps, cardboard cartons, little boxes, all those things that are so readily thrown away can be used 
imaginatively to promote literacy with the pre school child. And what's more it can be and should be such FUN, so they 
will love to work/play in this way. 



You also need to be well organized in the way you store the resources and in the way you label boxes in lower case fonts 
similar to those in the early reading books. 
  
  
 And finally, may I add a bee in my bonnet as they say? 
  

  
I am saddened when I see pre schools with their sign in capital letters, or with capital letters where there should not be 
one, or with spelling mistakes. 
  

 
THE Bizzy bee  Play skule    No! Please No! 

 
  

It is far better with correct spelling in lower case fonts and with a picture to help them "read" the sign as below. 
 

  



  
The busy bee pre-school. 

 
  
  

All that expense in time and effort wasted when, if done differently and with a little more thought, would so much more 
meaningfully help to improve the development of literacy skills in the young pre school child! 
  



Accelerating Literacy  Skills at Secondary School Level 
  
  

So whose job is it? 
If accelerating literacy skills in the secondary school is to be done in a way that makes the greatest impact, then it has to 
be done as a whole school initiative. All staff, no matter what their subject area, need to take on a shared responsibility 
for improving literacy skills.  Comments like......  
  

 
"It's not my job, I teach Geography!" 

or 
  



 
  

"How can I teach them French when the English Department 
 hasn't taught them basic sentence construction yet?" 

  
are NOT acceptable. School staff need to think of themselves primarily as teachers of literacy, with a flavour of their 
subject area added. And as I write the word staff, I refer to anyone who has any school influence on the areas of 
speaking and listening, reading and writing, so include teachers of P.E., of Art, of Maths, the school secretary, librarians, 
visitors.This list might also include mentors, who might be older students working with a named, less competent in 
literacy student. 



 
(I have found this mentoring idea works wonders and fostering good relationships within each pair starts to accelerate 
progress even  further. Crucial to the success though is the overseeing by the Literacy Co-ordinator, that there are 
regular meetings and that a planned, albeit simple programme is being used. At the time of doing this, I had 60 pairs of 
students working this Literacy Mentoring Programme throughout the week and in all corners of the School. I was proud 
that through the success of this mentoring initiative, my School won a national prize of considerable monetary worth.You 
might like to try this idea. My students loved it..and so did the other teachers and the parents when they saw the results.)  
  
A Whole School Policy 
Attitudes. 
Key to the success of  accelerating literacy in the secondary school is the attitude of the staff and consequently the attitude of the students. If anyone has a 
negative attitude this will undermine the work of those who are being positive. All staff in the School need a positive attitude to the policy, to the execution of 
the policy and to the students themselves. Negative attitudes to students who, whatever their ability, have certain literacy difficulties are counter productive. 
Remember we are all of equal worth but not equal in our ability to learn. Some students take longer than others and remain like this. Others students take 
longer and then soar in their progress. As professionals we need to have the attitude that every student has the right to the very best we can offer and no 
student should ever, ever, be put down because he is struggling with acquiring a skill. Any teacher who undermines a student for such a disability is not a 
professional, and I am blatantly direct to such teachers about this! 
Team work and targets 
From Principal, to Senior Management, Heads of Department, subject teachers, student mentors, there needs to be a 
team commitment to Accelerating Literacy Skills in the Secondary School and it is vital to appoint a Literacy Co-ordinator 
to liaise with different subject areas, to do class visits, to offer demonstration mini lessons, to organise staff training and 



to assess and select appropriate targets that address relevant priority areas within the Schoool. You will need to set time 
targets too, otherwise teachers, when asked if they have achieved a target will say, "Not as yet!" Remember it's the 
students in their desks today, who need and deserve this action, so, for their sakes, don't put off getting started!  
Parents 
And parents need to be told about new initiatives. Never complain that parents don't help if they have never been given 
the chance to learn and to understand and support the idea. Remember school can possibly remind them of their own 
failings and inadequacies and they will respond more positively if part of the launching of a Whole School Literacy 
Programme includes informing them. Invite them in to show what you mean to do and to show what you have done so 
far. Be professional, but be welcoming and informal too. Parents want to believe in what you are doing, but also want to 
feel comfortable in school surroundings. 
Subject based classrooms 
Ideally teachers need to be working in subject area rooms, so that charts can be on walls ready for lessons. I recognise 
that this is a challenge in some countries, including Dominica, because it is not the normal practice for students to go to a 
subject area, as they usually have subject teachers come to them, maybe with those teachers struggling from their 
previous classroom and maybe carrying a few basic resources, maybe arriving empty handed. Imagine the difference if 
the students come to a room that has been ready set up and ready equipped to develop literacy skills. If nothing else, 
start with the S.E.N. Department having its own space and then English and Maths. 
The Whole School Policy Document would, under the leadership of the Literacy Co-ordinator, need to give close attention 
to all four of the following areas of literacy, Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.  

 
Accelerating Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing Skills 

in the Secondary School 
  
Listening 



 
This is a poor relation often overlooked in the secondary school. Students are told to listen, are nagged to listen, and are 
shouted at to listen, but does that make them listen? And how do you tell they are listening? Some look as if they are 
listening, but are miles away in their imagination, or even completely switched off. Some might have good reason not to 
listen as they have a hearing problem not yet detected. Others may have good reason not to listen as the lesson is so 
boring and the teacher's voice and topic so uninspiring, it would not hold anyone's attention for long!  Teachers know 
what I mean when they recall poor quality lectures and workshops that they themselves have attended for a session or a 
day..yet teenagers often have to withstand this sort of menu day after day after day! What a waste of learning time! 

 
  

Click here for page on Listening Skills 
  

Click here for page on Auditory Discrimination  Difficulties 
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Speaking 
  
Let's start this important and often much neglected section with a few questions for teachers. 
  
1) So much communication in the adult world is done through the spoken word, yet so many secondary school students 
are expected to spend a large proportion of their learning time in school in silence! Why is this? 
2) Do teachers feel they will lose classroom control if they allow talking? 
3) Do teachers not recognise the value in allowing students to talk through their ideas and opinions, before they write 
them? 
4) How can teachers expect students to develop their own spoken vocabulary, in all its genres, without having class 
opportunities to practice? 
5) How good is the role model teachers give when they themselves are speaking? Imagine your colleagues and yourself 
here and give scores out of ten. 
  

 Click here for page on Speaking Skills 
  

Click here for page on Speaking for Reading 
  
 

Click here for page on Speaking for Writing 
  

Click here for page on Drama 
 

Reading 
  
Charts and Notices 
Every single item in school that is to be read, needs to be designed for the suitability of the reader for whom it was 
written; the fonts, the lay out, the reading age of the text. It is no good putting up a notice for a Sports Trials Meeting if 
your best sports girls cannot read the text, because it is badly written, or if your best sportsmen cannot read text you 
printed all in block capitals! 
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Examination papers and worksheets 
What are these trying to test, the depth of knowledge of the subject learned or how well the student can read? Some 
examination papers have such wordy and convaluting instructions that they do not test what they set out to test! What a 
waste of time and a deflating experience for the student tackling the questions, when throughout the term you have been 
trying to build up student confidence. 
The School Library 



 
This is, of course, a key area that can really help to accelerate reading skills, but it can also be a space that is full of 
dusty books that do nothing but remain on the shelves. The School Library needs to be a welcoming place, with a variety 
of reading materials, comics, magazines, newspapers, mail order catalogues, the wider the variety the better, as the main 
aim is to get students interested in reading. Book displays done creatively to take the eye and tempt the browser, 



jigsaws, organised Scrabble games, all entice the would-be reader in and make him or her feel comfortable. Such 
promotions should all be part of the promoting books to reluctant readers plan. 
. 

Click here for page on my dream library 
Boys' Reading 
This topic has been given airing after airing over the last years, as the concern continues that boys, in general, are more 
reluctant to read than girls. But there are ways to change this. It all depends on how reading is presented to them. 
  

Click here for page on Reading Skills 
  

 Click here for page on Boys' Reading 
 

 
Writing 

http://show-me-wow.com/Mydreamlibrary.aspx
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Handwriting should be legible to anyone who reads it, teachers, fellow students, outside examiners and if it is not, then 
maybe there is an obvious reason why. Maybe the student hides poor spelling in scrawling handwriting. Maybe the 
student is left-handed and cannot see the writing until he has written it.  
  



 
  
  
A makeshift cushion works well here. It lifts the student to give a better view. Some sit on their legs to do this! Others curl 
or hook their hand round, so they can see better. 



 
  

Click here for page on left handedness in children 
  

Maybe the student is constantly told to improve his or her handwriting, but no one has told him or her how to do this! 
  
  
  
Maybe the student has poor eyesight , or poor hand eye co- ordination and no one has recognised this problem yet. 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/Lefthandedness.aspx


 
Click here for page on Visual Difficulties 

  
What sort of role model does the teacher offer when writing comments on student written work assignments? Poorly 
written and hastily scribbled negative comments do nothing to encourage improvements in student handwriting. Better for 
the teacher to write less and write tidily, than to offer a paragraph that looks like an illegible spider's web across a page! 

http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx


  
Click here for page on Calligraphy for Teachers and Students 

  

 
  

Spelling for written assignments.  Students need access to the written word so they can absorb it into their photographic 
memories 
1) Please see the page on "How to make a word book".  I have used this method of individualised word books in 
secondary school and the quality of the vocabulary used in written assignments soars as students use the words they 
want to use, rather than use a less mature, but easier to spell word. 
2) Subject based word lists. 
Here the classroom has displayed, the words needed for the current project so that if a student wishes to write one of the 
words, then it is readily available. This encourages the development of spelling skills and also prevents bad spelling 
habits occuring before they have  a chance. 

http://show-me-wow.com/calligraphy.aspx
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Similarly a list of the current topic words can be put in the back of an exercise book and used in the same way. e.g. The 
Maths Department could issue a list of words for the next term's Maths project, triangle. equilateral, isosceles, right 
angled, Pythagoras, etc. 
  
***BUT we know that unless these lists are referred to frequently by the teacher, unless the teacher encourages 
the word books to be out and ready at hand, then these recommendations fall flat on their faces as a waste of 
time! 
  
And remember, don't tell them to learn spellings unless you have taught them how! 

  
Click here for page on Spelling Skills 

  
Click here for page on Independent Writers 

  
 

 Click here for page on Creative Writing  
  

Click here for page on Poetry Writing 
 

The Classroom Environment 
Good classroom management skills enhance accelerating literacy skills by providing inspiring, often home made 
resources (word books, subject based word lists, ideas for mnemonics, good quality charts and displays) and by building 
good relationships with all the students in that class. Poor classroom managers impede the process of accelerating 
literacy skills and this leads to students being disaffected and teachers being bored and weary. Firm classroom structures 
allow students to know where they are and this gives them confidence, which accelerates their learning. Then you are on 
an upward spiral. Good classroom managers are approachable and students trust that their teachers will respond to their 
inadequacies in a positive and helpful way. The students' lack of skills is not undermined and their efforts are 
encouraged. Praise is given for success and help given for difficulties. 

 
Click here for page on Classroom Management Skills 
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Click here for page on Learning Environment 

  
 

 
The Learning Support Centre 

 
  

This is probably going to be at the hub of the Whole School Policy on Accelerating Literacy Skills. Here the teacher in 
charge will have specialist knowledge of how students accelerate literacy skills. Here a lot of hidden messages fan out 
and it is important that all those messages are positive. Consequently, the area set aside for Learning Support needs to 
be private so that the charts and notices on the walls are easily available and pertinent to the S.E.N. students. The 
Learning Support Centre should preferably NOT  be a corner of a School Library, where such charts are hidden away so 
are not easily accessible to those who really need them, or they are put out and become a teasing point, looking purile in 
such a public space. 

http://show-me-wow.com/learningenvironment.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/learningenvironment.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/learningenvironment.aspx


The Learning Support Area should look "cool"and not purile. It should be a place where everyone thinks its a good space 
to be, professional, grown up, well organised, everything in its place like a smart office. As the hub of the Whole School 
Policy on Accelerating Literacy Skills, it should be the place that other teachers and school visitors want to come to. Not a 
hidden space amongst the brooms and cleaning materials with the old bin liners, but a space where accelerating learning 
is given dignity and high profile. 
  

 
Click here for page on Special Educational Needs 

  
 Click here for page on Dyslexia 

  
 

Click here for page on Short Attention Span 
 

 
The School Environment 
Here I am referring to the school buildings, the surrounding areas, the yards, all of which can be another valuable 
resource for accelerating literacy skills; the notices in the school office, the sports fixture notices, door labels, snack 
areas. Every notice, label, chart should be of top quality and protected, even if only in a plastic bag, so it does not get 
defaced. Once out of date, (or defaced) it should be immediately removed. Old charts left up to flap in the breeze, make 
the noticing of new charts less effective. Think how successful businesses promote ideas! Like them you too are in the 
business of promoting, but in your case you are promoting literacy! 
Keep everything in good condition and smart and students will respect the environment, the notices, the charts, the 
labels..showing pride in their school, pride in their classroom, and pride in their learning and in themselves. 

http://show-me-wow.com/specialedneeds.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/specialedneeds.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/specialedneeds.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/specialedneeds.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/specialedneeds.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/shortattentionspan.aspx
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Author's note. 
I know all these strategies work, because I was Literacy Co-ordinator in my last school in England. It was not me alone 
that made them work, but it was the whole school's group of dedicated teachers, of other staff and of mentors all of whom 
worked as a team and did it, with me just to oversee, to advice and to help with courses or in class support, or demo 



lessons. Every single subject benefited from the Whole School Initiative on Accellerating Literacy Skills in the Secondary 
School. No one considered the initiative a waste of time, and the more success we found, the more inspired the teachers 
were and the less disaffected the students were. We were allenjoying and proud of being on that upward spiral. 
  



Encouraging Boys' Reading 
 

Man the hunter? Woman the nest builder? Man, the one who needs to be active and out and about? Woman, the one who 
can more readily sit and occupy herself? Is this why boys are generally more reluctant to sit and read than girls! It's worth thinking 
about. 
  
We are encouraged to treat girls and boys the same, otherwise we are accused of sexual discrimination...but if boys are generally 
way behind girls on the learning to read efficiently scale, maybe we had better start treating girls and boys differently, by changing 
our methods of encouraging reading development in boys. That too is worth thinking about. 

 
So what can we do to accelerate reading progress in boys? 
  
In the classroom:  
Early reading books are so often about the home, the family, shopping for food, all those nest building themes, which are probably more appealing to girls 
than boys. I wonder if the reading scheme publishers have thought of this. (Bring back such schemes as The Three Pirates reading scheme of many years 
ago.) 

 
  



Teachers need to be aware that it is best if the reading books they are trying to promote are subject suitable to most boys such as: 
  
transport.................. and dinosaurs,........ 
  

 
                                                                     ..........castles and battles 



 
Classroom reading material not only needs to be displayed in an area where boys can happily and comfortably get lost in the pages of a book, but the 
materials there need to be more than just story books. Many boys prefer non-fiction..and the teacher who says to a boy, "Why not try a nice story book now!" 
needs to question whether this comment is encouraging or discouraging his reading! Book Corners need to have magazines and comics, newspapers, tourist 
brochures, mail order shopping catalogues, companies advertising flyers, anything that will encourage a wide variety of reading material to inspire those 
readers who prefer non-fiction. 
  
Teachers need to know the content of the reading material available, so they can recommend books that have a good chance of being well received. The 
teacher would need to match up the characteristics of the boy to the subject and reading level appeal of the book. Teachers can also get other children to 
recommend books they have read to particular pupils in the class. "Now I have finished this book Miss, I think Joe will really enjoy reading it next!" 
  
Boys need somewhere to stretch out to read, somewhere where they can forget where they are. And if they fidget whilst reading, as long as they are reading 
and not distracting others, why worry? 



 
 

In the School Library. 



 
Head teachers and classroom teachers need to ask themselves a few questions when considering making the School Library more inviting for boys. 
  
1) Is the School Library more like a shop? In many Dominican School Libraries the books are spread out in unrelated stacks with no categorisation and with 
a feel of "don't touch this pile or it will topple and you will get it back in the wrong order". The room has nowhere for boys to sit or stretch out comfortably in a 
nook where they can get lost in their reading. The room seems to say "If you come in don't stay long and certainly don't sit down! Well there is no space for 
you to do so anyway, as every surface is piled with books..... or piles of this and that!" 
  
2) Is the School Library like a old, rarely used warehouse? Are the shelves arranged anyhow and with things hidden in long ago opened boxes? Do the 
teachers dash in to plonk something on the nearest space, piles of half sets of old text books just in case they might be useful one day. Do they add, here and 



there, their own old, page weary teacher manuals, some standing up, some falling down. In this warehouse style library, it is hard to tell where the children's 
books are, if you can see them that is, under the thick dust that has settled over the years.  
  
3) Is the School Library like a museum? Are there antique collections of books completely unsuitable for the reading ages of the library users, books 
that have stood in rows untouched for years, which are quickly becoming less and less appealing in content as well as in condition? They might as well be 
rows of empty and disguised cornflakes boxes on a stage set! And anyway, too many books do not encourage choosing a book and choosing a book is a 
difficult enough skill in itself. Too many books in a library gives a feeling that you can't see the wood for the trees. 
  
4) Is the School Library like a supermarket with no one on the check out? Is the borrowing system so arduous and clumsy, it is too bothersome to hang 
about to try to borrow a book, especially if you are a reluctant reader anyway. Do children have to leave the room to find someone to sign the book out for 
them? Would you bother to hang about like this in a supermarket, or would you just put down what you had selected and walk out? 
  
5) Is the School Library like a no-go area, saying "Hey you,this is an adult place!"...Maybe there is a teacher in the corner working with a group and her body 
language conveys the unwelcoming feeling, "What are you doing here? This is my space now so don't invade it! Go away!" Is the School Library saying "This 
is the Special Needs Group's place"? 
  
6) Is the School Library silent as a morgue? Many children do not like silence. Many live in noisy surroundings and will eventually have jobs in noisy work 
places. "Is the silent atmosphere in the School Library going to make people there notice that my shoes squeak?" 

 
In the community. 
Encourage male members of the family to consider reading with boys, or invite men teachers to read with boys who usually have a lady as their class teacher. 
The male adult acts as an influential role model. 



 
  

 
My dream library, especially for boys, (though not exclusively for boys, as many boys, at a certain age, actually go to the library to 
see the girls!) 
  
Unlock it!  Firstly this dream library designed especially for encouraging boys to read , would not have a locked door! If it really needs to be locked, then I 
would have a clearly written notice of opening times posted outside the library and details regularly announced in Assembly, to remind children of library 
opening times. And I would make sure that those times are strictly adhered to, even in Dominica, where time keeping is a big challenge! Visitors should feel 
welcomed, not locked out! 
  



 



  
Staff it!  This dream library, would have the library staffed with volunteers, adults or older children on a rota basis. I would certainly always have the library 
open at all breaks and lunchtimes and after school. With enough volunteers it would not be difficult to do this. Certainly volunteer librarians would have 
badges and certificates and a desk name label to show the school that their work is high status and truly appreciated. 
  
No Special Needs Groups here! I would not use the library as a teaching area for Special Needs Groups. It gives the other children the wrong message, 
sadly stigmatising the library, no matter what the teachers do to try not to avoid such a stigma. If the library is successfully used, there is no timetable space 
for other subsiduary groups in it anyway! 
  
Not just shelves of books! This dream library would not be a space for just books on shelves. For example: 
  
1) The library would be light, airy and comfortable.The atmosphere would be one of welcome, so boys feel it is part of their space in their school. There would 
be slightly private areas to sit or stretch out and forget where you are. I'd avoid the sort of arrangement of only having high backed chairs at dining room sized 
tables. Many boys have had enough of that in the classroom setting. Boys don't always want to sit on chairs to  read.  

 
  



2) Because many boys often prefer non-fiction, my dream library for boys would havelots of non-fiction reading material...boxes and boxes of comics to help 
improve the reading of texts that are entirely in capital letters, and there would be newspapers, mail order catalogues, tourist brochures, company advertising 
fliers of motorbikes, sports gear, charts and posters, scanning style books where there is no text, but where the reader has to find something in a very full 
illustration ("Where's Wally" books). 
  
3) There would be frequently changing displays, which would include interesting things alongside subject appropriate books or comics. (See Spiderman 
below, a display which made boys flock to the library to read every breaktime) 
  



 
 LIbrary Display Corner at St Luke's School, Pointe Michel Dominica. 

Hooks from the ceiling were used to hang a strung-up coathanger for the spiderman suit, and also the sheet of styrofoam 
(polystyrene) in an old pillowcase with the Spiderman notice on. 

The shelf back has been covered with an old beach mat. (The School has a tub of these for children to take and set up 
under the mango tree where they can read and read and read!) 

The spiderman fabric was in a fabric box in the School. 



The comics were donated and sent by an overseas visitor to www.show-me-wow.com  
Thanks to a young Dominican who loaned his now outgrown Spiderman suit. 

This display was set up near the LIbrary entrance so it was easily seen by passers by who came in and stayed to read 
the comics. 

  
Model cars and trucks beside books on transport, fish in a bowl beside books on fishing or on pets; I think these non-book objects in a library display catch 
the attention of the reluctant boy reader, who, if there were just books, would probably not notice the display in the first place! I'd include subject appropriate 
jigsaws too, so there might be a jigsaw of the ocean with books on Oceanography. I have seen boys rush to the Library to try to put in the next piece and 
jigsaws encourage shape awareness and shape awareness helps reading skills. 
  
4) The shelves would be clearly labeled so they were easily recognised for the subjects or the reading ages they held, so it would be quick to find what the 
boys were looking for. Think of a supermarket promoting their goods. Customers hate a big change-round because they then can't find what they need, but 
conversely they like a regularly changing new display to alert them to a new idea or a "Special this week!" Librarians are promoting books and can use similar 
supermarket techniques to "sell" reading! 
  
5) The silence stress felt by some people would be avoided by playing light, background music in my dream library.   
  
6)Special events would happen in my dream library: 
The Library Week for Boys only. The girls would need to be compensated for this arrangement of course, but it worked brilliantly at my last school, with 
displays of reading material specially collected and selected over the previous weeks for boys and with other items on display to subject compliment the 
reading materials. The total number of boy visitors that week far exceded the total number of boy visitors of any previous months. 
Library Competitions with a prize for a girl and a prize for a boy, and a big announcement and publicity to advertise the event in the first place and to 
announce the winners at the end, as well as to tell the date for the next competition. The questions could be about the lay out of the library, the authors of 
certain books, the date a certain book was published etc. It would also include a question, "How can we improve the School Library so that more students use 
it?" We need to do more customer research if we want things to work! 
Visiting speakers or authors (male as well as female) to talk about their personally selected books from the School Library, making sure that the 
arrangements for a good percentage of such activities cater specifically for the interests of boys. 
Class events, where a child is invited to be an expert at his chosen subject and uses the library resources to give a talk and to have a book box ready for 
book borrowing, or answer questions on his improved expertise. 
  
7) Computers would be in the library for reading research. It seems that computers are too often used only in computer classes, and so boys are often limited 
when they want to follow their own interests. Boys who do not like reading books, often feel differently about reading computer screens!  (Along with this, of 
course, my dream library would have technicians to keep the library computers in full time operation! Well it is a dream library after all!) 

http://www.show-me-wow.com/


 
ALL THIS IS MIGHT BE DIFFICULT FOR SOME SCHOOLS TO ACHIEVE, BUT AT LEAST SOME OF THE LIST COULD, WITH WORK AND 
IMAGINATION, BE PUT INTO PRACTICE.    
  
CERTAINLY, IT WOULD NOT ONLY ENCOURAGE BOYS TO LOOK AT BOOKS, IT WOULD ALSO ENCOURAGE THEM TO WANT TO READ THEM. 
  

MY DREAM LIST, BUT DREAMS CAN SOMETIMES COME TRUE! 
  



My dream library, especially for boys, (though not exclusively for boys, as many boys, at a certain age, actually go to the library to 
see the girls!) 
  

 
  



Open the door!  Firstly this dream library would not have a locked door! If it really needs to be locked, then I would have a clearly written notice of opening times posted 
outside the library and details regularly announced in Assembly, to remind pupils of library opening times. And I would make sure that those times are strictly adhered to, 
even in Dominica, where time keeping is a big challenge!  
  

 
  
Staff it!  This dream library, would have the library staffed with volunteers, adults or older children on a rota basis. I would certainly always have the library open at all 
breaks and lunchtimes and after school. With enough volunteers it would not be difficult to do this. Certainly volunteer librarians would have badges and certificates and a 
desk name label to show the school and visitors that their work is of high status and truly appreciated.They would be trained to help evoke an atmosphere of welcome and 
they would be ready to help in any way. They would try to maintain a light and airy, comfortable and well organised library space. 
  
No Special Needs Groups here! I would NOT use the library as a teaching area for Special Needs Groups. It gives everyone the wrong message, sadly stigmatising the 
library, no matter what the teachers do to try not to avoid such a stigma and making the Special Needs Group feel lacking in status, feel like an add on! And anyway, if the 
library is properly used, there is no timetable space for other subsiduary groups to be constantly in it anyway! 
  
Not just shelves of books! This dream library would not be a space for just books on shelves. For example: 
  
1) For the readers, there would be slightly private areas to sit or stretch out and forget where you are. I'd avoid the sort of arrangement of only having high backed chairs at 
tables. Many boys and girls have had enough of that in the classroom setting. Readers don't always want to sit on chairs to read. Neither do they always want to be in a sunny 
spot, or in a shady spot. Let them choose and there will be more likelihood of them settling down and quickly getting lost in their pages.  



 
  
2) Because some pupils, especially boys, often prefer non-fiction, my dream library would have a large selection of attractive, non-fiction reading material...coffee table 
books that have a high percentage picture content, boxes and boxes of comics to help improve reading text that are in capital letters, newspapers, mail order catalogues, 
tourist brochures, company advertising fliers of motorbikes, sports gear, charts and posters, scanning style books where there is no text, but where the reader has to find 
something in an overcrowded illustration e.g."Where's Wally" books. 
  



 
  

3) There would be frequently changing displays, which would include things alongside subject appropriate books and/or comics. Model cars and trucks beside books on 
transport, fish in a bowl beside books on fishing or on pets, a spiderman suit by Spiderman comics. 
  



 
  
  
I think, these non-book objects in a library display, catch the attention of the reluctant  reader, who, if there were just books, would probably not notice the display in the first 
place! The display would stimulate the interest, make the prospective reader take notice, and hopefully tempt him or her to lift a book and open the pages. I'd include subject 
appropriate jigsaws too, so there might be a jigsaw of the ocean with books on Oceanography 
  



 
  
I have seen boys, previously reluctant to enter, rush through the Library doors to try to put in the next jigsaw piece. Remember also that jigsaws encourage, amongst many 
other learning skills, skills involved with shape awareness and shape awareness helps reading and spelling skills. 
  
4) The shelves would not be overloaded and too full. These below are definitely overloaded and uninviting, no forward facing books and no labels! There is no wonder the 
boy has not been tempted to choose a book and read! 



 
  
My dream library shelves would be easily recognised for the subjects or the reading ages they held, so it would be quick to find what the boys and girls might be looking for. 
Think of a supermarket promoting their goods. Customers hate not being able to find what they need, but conversely these same customers like a regularly changing new 
display to alert them to a new idea. Librarians are promoting books and can use similar supermarket techniques to "sell" reading! 
  
5) I would avoid the silence stress felt by some library visitors by playing light, background music in my dream library.   
  
6) My dream library would have special events: 



The Library Week for Boys only. The girls would need to be compensated for this arrangement of course, but it worked brilliantly at my last school, with displays of 
reading material (particularly magazines) specially collected and selected over the previous weeks for boys and with other items on display to subject compliment the reading 
materials. The total number of boy visitors that week, far exceeded the total number of boy visitors of any other previous months. 
Library Competitions with a prize for a girl and a prize for a boy, and a big announcement and publicity to advertise the event in the first place and to announce the winners 
at the end, as well as to tell the date for the next competition. The questions could be about the lay out of the library, the authors of certain books, the date a certain book was 
published etc. 
Visiting speakers or authors to talk enthusiastically about their personally selected books from the School Library, making sure that the arrangements for a good percentage 
of such activities catered specifically for the interests of boys. This timetabled so it does not conflict with thoseother school activities which already engage the reluctant 
readers.  
Class events, where a child or group of children is invited to be an expert at his chosen subject and uses the library resources to build a book box, set up a display and give a 
talk or answer questions on his improved expertise. 
Drama shows in the library on a specific day, promoting book borrowing or promoting a specific book, or promoting reading.  
  
7) There would be computers in the library for reading research. It seems that computers are too often used only in computer classes, and so boys are often 
limited when they want to follow their own interests. They complain that if they do have access to computers, it is only during a computer lesson. Some pupils, 
but especially boys who do not like reading books, often feel differently about reading computer screens!  (Along with this, of course, my dream library would 
have technicians to keep the library computers in full time operation! Oh the dream!) 

 
ALL THIS IS MIGHT BE DIFFICULT FOR SOME SCHOOLS TO ACHIEVE, BUT AT LEAST SOME OF THE LIST COULD, WITH WORK AND 
IMAGINATION, BE PUT INTO PRACTICE.    
  
CERTAINLY, IT WOULD NOT ONLY ENCOURAGE RELUCTANT READERS TO LOOK AT BOOKS, IT WOULD ALSO ENCOURAGE THEM TO WANT TO 
READ THEM. 



  
MY DREAM LIST, BUT DREAMS CAN SOMETIMES COME TRUE, EVEN IF ONLY IN PART! 

  



Writing skills 
  
Writing is a very complex theme and includes many sub-skills.  
  

 
  
Please click on the links below: 
  
General writing skills  
  
Speaking for writing 
  
Independent writers 

• Spelling 
• How to make a thumb-indexed word book 

  
Creative writing 
  
Calligraphy for teachers and pupils  

http://show-me-wow.com/write.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speakforwrite.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/independentwriters.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/spelling.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/showmewowcom.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/calligraphy.aspx


 
  



Independent writers 
  
Creating independent writers.This is the ultimate aim in developing writing skills isn't it? So: 
  

• Why are we so tardy in giving pupils the tools they need to be independent writers? 

  

• Why do we set up classrooms that do little to encourage independent writing?  

  

• Why  do we let students rely so much on the teacher for spellings, composition titles, exercises for learning grammar? Take away the teacher for a 
moment and the class flounders. But set up an environment that encourages independent writing and the children become confident and self 
assured. The teacher leaves the room for a moment and the class carries on regardless. The pupils are independent and can concentrate better, 
without the interruptions of relying on teacher help. The teacher is now the learning manager and the children/students are teaching themselves, 
teaching themselves to learn, and teaching themselves a wonderful life long skill. 

  



 
 

  
So how do we encourage pupils to be independent writers? 
  
Underpin with lots of talking first, whatever the age range or ability, so that children have practiced the vocabulary and ideas and fully understand the 
instructions. Without this they cannot continue without asking lots of questions to reassure themselves and that is not independent writing... 
But give them time to think as well. If a child is not physically writing, don't say, 
"Get in with your work!"...he may be thinking!.......... 



 
 

Provide classroom resources because they are essential.  
  
Easy access to flash cards, labels in the room, word wall, word books, allow the children to write without relying too much on the teacher. For very young 
children, a pot of sentence starters and link words to get them going. Here the bowl is a cut down plastic bottle and the sentence starters are written on plastic 
tub lids.They have to ask for new words in the word book, but if they are writing about their theme, most of the words for children right through schooling, 
should be easily available around the room shouldn't they? I am thinking of words like "boy" for the youngest and photosynthesis on a wall chart for the older 
ones, or subject based word lists in the backs of that subject's exercise book)  



 
  
Cloze procedure cards allow children to work independently to develop writing skills, but need to be carefully matched to the children's individual ability if they 
are going to hold the interest and concentration. 
  
Wall charts can be up to remind children of rules they might need to be reminded of. But the child should be very familiar with what the chart says in order to 
know that "There is a chart over there that I can look at to remind me what to do!" You can't just put a rule up blind and expect the children to be able to use it 
for reference! 



  
Question cards encourage independent writing, as most of the words needed are in the question and the teacher can predict other words the children might 
need and write them on the back of the card. Again, there should be a careful match between the card and the ability of the child, or the interest and 
concentration levels will flag and the independence will not happen. 
  

 
  

Reading the writing. Allowing the children to read their written work to others or allowing them to hear others express their ideas through written words, gives 
them the confidence and the ideas to want to work for themselves. And, if the habit of the classroom is to have lessons where children are writing 
independently, then everyone will try hard to do it, because they will see the value in it. 
  
  
Writing tools should be readily available so that independent writing is not interrupted. A pot of sharp pencils, drafting paper and then best paper for editing 
and publishing, clean hands and a drink, all help to avoid interruptions. Other interruptions to be avoided are the placing of a left hander next to a right 
hander as their elbows knock each other! Little things, but a teacher will know that it is such little things that impede independent writing. Get the left hander 
and the right hander to exchange places with each other! 
  

  Click here for more on left handed pupils 
  
Notices that the child can have in front of him, remind him and the others that he is trying to work independently. These can be on cards, or I have some on 
very small logs that are cut at a slant and the card stuck to the slant. 

http://show-me-wow.com/Lefthandedness.aspx


  
  



 



  
They can give a variety of messages. Children find them fun, often want to make up their own and these notices really work and "make the room like a grown 
up office", as one child said. 

  
Please don't stop me. 

I want to work on my own. 
Careful, don't knock me as I am doing my best copy now. 

Do not disturb. 
Quiet please. Best work going on here. 

Genius at work! 
Excellent writing in progress. 

  
Thumb indexed word books not only teach children to spell by encouraging them to build up a personal dictionary of their best and favourite words in 
their visual memory, but they encourage the development of better quality of vocabulary content in their writing.They also encourage independent writing of 
course!   
  

Click here for "How to make a thumb indexed word book". 
 

  
A good working atmosphere is a must. Calm, quiet, gentle, even with appropriate music in the background, as many children are put off by silence. Sounds 
lovely doesn't it? So no hassle, no hustle and certainly the teacher not spoiling it by telling children off or by clearing out the cupboard, or chatting to a visitor! 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/showmewowcom.aspx


 
  
Celebrate with a publishing party,  where children have draft copies of their writing and invite older pupils, parents or friends to sit beside them whilst they 
work on best copies, which are then displayed in the school. The sense of achievement in doing such successful independent writing, inspires the children to 
want to further develop this skill. For older pupils, display the work in a big way and then also have a publishing party...why not? They have created their 
ideas, done a draft copy and then edited their work to do a best copy, adding illustrations. This is displayed on the wall or in a book for everyone to enjoy, so 
time to celebrate! 



  
  

"Yippee! I did this writing by myself..well almost!" 
  



Poetry Writing 
  
There are so may ways of getting children to write poetry, most of which are great fun, as, of course, they should be! 
This show-me-wow web page came about following a group poetry writing session on a teachers' workshop 
  

 
  

 



Poetry is a collection of succinct ideas that express the spirit of the writer in a way that communicates directly with the reader. 
Poetry writing is not necessarily a list of lines with rhyming endings. Telling children to make the ends of lines rhyme is too 
confining and too often stifles the quality of the finished poem. 

 
Speaking to create poetry 
This is where the child gives a list of spoken ideas and someone writes them down. 
The child first needs a theme. This might be a theme in his head, or a picture in front of him.This can be developed in lots of 
ways, but one is to get the child to say: 

what he can see, 
 what he can hear, 

perhaps what he can smell, 
maybe what he can feel on his skin 

and 
what he feels in his heart! 

  
For examples of children's poetry created by speaking, click here for Speaking for Writing 

 
Paper strip poems. (You can use the strips left over from when you made Thumb Indexed Word Books) 
 

Click here for How to make a thumb indexed word book) 
  

 
Set the atmosphere in the classroom, calm, still relaxed...and quietly exciting! 
  
1) Use a stimulus. I chose music on a theme of ocean. 
Have piles of offcuts or strips of paper near each poet. Invite the poets to each take one piece and, whilst listening to the music, 
write down a thought or few words that the theme inspires in them. 
Remind them that they could be considering what they see, hear, smell, taste, feel on their skin or feel in their heart.(I would 
have symbols of these senses on a Creative Writing chart on the wall anyway.) 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/speakforwrite.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/showmewowcom.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/showmewowcom.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/showmewowcom.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/showmewowcom.aspx


 
  

Tell them that when they have finished writing their line, to come quietly to the front and wait until there are 6 people. (This 
instruction allows the more timid to relax!) 
  
(I find that six will arrive and the seventh approaches, so have a seat ready for the seventh near the chalk board. The seventh 
is to be the "Producer" or "Editor".) 
  



2) Play an introductory snippet of music and then with the volume turned down a little, announce something like, 
"Good afternoon. 

This is Radio Show-me-wow, and today we present 
Poetry Corner 

on a theme of Ocean." 
  

Each poet reads his or her one line, followed by increasing the volume on the music and then decreasing it ready for the next 
poet's line. 
  
3) When all six lines have been read, the seventh poet (now the Producer or Editor)  improves the order of the lines by getting 
the poets to swap places by saying, for example 
, 

"I think the last line would be better as the second line etc" 
  
4) Then, with the Producer, having had the final say on the line-up, the group do a polished "radio" performance. 
  
(It was after this stage that somone on my training course said "Wow!" and the seed of the show-me-wow website was 
planted!) 
  
5) The poets are now ready to work on their own, with the music playing and with them adding more lines on the strips of 
paper, and then re arranging the strips to get their preferred order. Then the poems are written out as best copies to perform or 
for display in a book or on the classroom wall. 
  
(I did a similar lesson using the theme Orange. We first collected everything in the school that was orange and made an orange 
corner that positively glowed with orange colours. The children produced similar Wow poems and were so proud of them, they 
thought they might sell them to Network Orange and buy a jet plane or a swimming pool for the school with the proceeds!) 
  
Below are some of the poems written using the above method and on a theme of  "Ocean". Some of the children exclaimed this 
was the best wrtiting they had ever produced. They glowed with pride, as did their parents and visitors to the school. 
  



 



 

Ocean, 
by Gail, Grade 5 

  
The ocean is a gently whale leaping 
up and down to the beat of the waves 
  
The sound of your waves takes me 
away 
  
At times you move like a raging bull 
and at other times like a kitten 
  
You are a body of water laying on 
the soft bed of the ocean 
  
Your majestic waves and beautiful 
colours never cease to amaze me. 
  
You are like a ballerina, 
      turning, 
              jumping, 
                      leaping 
                              and bouncing. 
  
You are a wildcat stalking the sun, 
waiting 
  
               to 
                      pull 
                                 it 
                                       down. 
  

  

 

Ocean 
  
A melody of the sea, the ocean has an incredible motion. 
Ocean, you are an amazing potion. 
Ocean is your name, what you've got gives you fame. 
Your name says what you are..Oshhhhhhan 
Blue crush 
Sometimes you are in a rush 
But calm you are now, 
So please tell me how 
Oh blue, blue, blue rush 
  

By Michelle Grade 5 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Waves, by Mindisah, Grade 5 
  



 
There is so much energy in your cry 
Your cries are like a monster trying to escape 
Your voice is a melody singing sweetly. 
Relaxation is your motto, love is your key. 
You are like a butterfly flying over the sea. 
Your blueness brings life to the ocean. 

 

  



Calligraphy for teachers and pupils 
  

 Penmanship, handwriting, lettering, calligraphy. 
It has lots of names! 

  
 

 
 
The teacher. 
Wherever we live, calligraphy is all around us, trying to make us take notice of it, trying to inform us, trying to communicate. Different styles are specifically selected to 
create the greatest impact and teachers can learn from this art and through it, make their classrooms more effective in teaching and learning. 
  
Teachers' styles are always role models, and the quality and style of writing they present is bound to have an effect on the way the children respond. 
  
Styles and sizes of lettering, changes in lettering style, colours, patterns, layout, illustrations amongst the lettering, all make an impact on how effective a written 
communication can be..and it can be fun! Get the children to start to collect a class scrap book of different lettering styles...block lettering, script, shadow, antique, etc....Point 
out that although the styles can be very different, lettering follows certain rules about balance of letter sizes. 
  



Charts, school notices, spelling rules, messages, chalk board writing, badly presented, can be ineffectual, yet conversely can be extremely eye catching and educationally 
inspiring to the pupil, once a teacher tries to take an interest and a pride in his or her calligraphy. 
  
For young readers and writers, the teacher's clear, lower case lettering reflecting the style of the first reading books re-enforces the acquiring of their early reading and 
skills. 
  
WATCH OUT, CAPITAL LETTERS ABOUT! 
  
Enthusiastic parents sometimes teach their pre school offspring to write their name inCAPITAL LETTERS!  When school starts, the child arrives to see his name written 
by his new teacher in lower case letters, because that is the style in which the first reading books are printed. Suddenly the child's name looks very different from the 
one taught by the parents. What a shock and a disappointment for everyone! 
  
18 year olds under extreme university entrance examination stress, can pepper their written answers with CAPITAL LETTERS that are an anagram of their name... the 
name they first learned to spell in CAPITAL LETTERS! 
  
Secondary school teachers, especially when working with poor readers, can miss the point too!  
  
A  games teacher wondered why some of the good footballers who were in the lower sets for reading and writing, did not sign up on his notices for the school team 
practices. He had written these notices clearly, but in CAPITAL LETTERS. The boys could not easily read the notices and would have been too embarrassed to stand by 
them and struggle to read the words! So they did not sign up for the teams! 
  
A Special  Needs teacher in a secondary school wrote notices with lettering fit more for a reception class, thinking that appropriate. But her students were not 5 years old 
and the writing was purile and made them feel  humiliated in front of their more literate friends. By changing the calligraphy of the charts in the Special Needs Room, the 
classroom looked more trendy, but still had lower case lettering. The pupils were not embarrassed when working there. In fact, they thought it was "cool!" 
  
So please note that thought needs to be given to deciding the best time that children are introduced to CAPITAL LETTERS.  
  



 
  

  In short, teachers' lettering should be appropriate 
to the message it is giving, as well as to the audience for whom it is written, 

and here the pictures are such a big communication help too.  
  

 



The pupil 
  

For good quality handwriting: 
  
Children need opportunities to develop good hand eye co-ordination and the development of fine motor skills. Lots of drawing, tracing, colouring, pattern making, 
(uncriticised but praised), jig saws, bead threading, sewing on card, playdough etc. can all help here. All these activities help improve manual dexterity. 
  



 
My niece Emily was 4 when she drew these two cars. She had just learned the colours red and blue. 

  
Keeping the colours within the outer lines shows Emily's concentration and manual dexterity skills and her and eye co-ordination. With the writing of her name and the 
drawing of her picture, she has produced something for the onlooker to "read". In this way, she is communicating her ideas through drawing shapes on a page, which is what 
writing fundamentally is. 

  



Children need sharp pencils or good pens (ball point pens skid on paper, fibre tipped pens grip the paper) and as good a quality of writing paper as the school can provide, 
but not too pristine to start, as it makes some children nervous to put the pencil on the paper. Scrap paper practice is more confidence building. 

 
 
Children need clear and frequent instruction in how to correctly form individual letters in the air, in sand, on paper. Later they need to be taught how to join letters 
cursively. Some schools teach cursive writing from the start. 
 
Children need a knowledge and understanding of the balance of letter sizes, that: 



 
all the small letters are of the same height, a c e i m n o r s u v w x z. 
 
all the tall letters are of the same height and those with middle sections have their middle sections at the same height b d f h k l  and A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S 
T U V W X Y Z. 
 
all hanging down letters are as tall as small letters, with sections hanging down to the same level... 
g j p q y. 
 
"t" is a three quarter letter, its bar, the same height as small letters. 
 
uprights in letters should be parallel, either vertical or leaning slightly forward. 
 
 
Children need opportunities to consider different styles of lettering for titles, posters etc. If they collect different styles of lettering examples in a scrap book, they become 
even more aware of different lettering styles like block, script, shadow, italic, decorated, etc.Then they realise that most letters nearly always follow the same rules of balance 
of letter sizes. 
  
Children need, if possible, a selection of different types of pens, pencils, wax crayons, charcoal, to experiment and find out what different writing tools will do. 

                                   



                       
  



Children need a teacher whose writing is as good a role model as  possible, whether that writing is on the chalk board, in exercise books or on charts and home made books 

for the Book Nook.    
  
Children need to know what not to do. See “How to write really badly” an excellent children's story book, by Anne Fine. It's about a class planning to make a "How to" 
book. But the slow learner has no idea what he could write about, until the kind, new boy sitting next to him, enthusiastically tells him how good he is at writing badly! 
  
"I am?" questions the boy enthusiastically. "I really am good at writing badly?" 
  



He didn't think he was good at anything! 
He obviously was not in one of your classes was he? 

  
By working out how to write badly (using a scrappy pencil, some scrumpled paper and with no knowledge of the balance of letter sizes), he 
actually pointed the way to how to write well. 

  



Music and Rhythm 
  

Accelerating Literacy Skills in Young Children 
Through Music and Rhythm 

  

 
A good teacher: 
1) sets the rhythm of the school day. 
  
2) watches the mood of the class and responds to it by varying the pace, the activity, the rhythm, to give a wholeness to the activities. 
  
3) instigates a period of calm, when the class has just been excited and very active.  
  
4) changes the rhythm to one of more activity and quicker pace, when the class has been still for too long. (And by this I do not mean like the times when the 
children are getting fidgetty through too long a period of inactivity- and so the teacher gets them to stand up and 
"Arms up! Shake your arms! Turn around etc. etc." 
No! If they are fidgety, then change to a different learning activity, not a mini indoor P.E.. soldiers drill, which incidentally the more disruptive children will 
instigate as an avoidance strategy to the continuance of a drudgery lesson when they are bored! 



"Good for them!" I say. They are telling you, "I desperately need a different activity to continue my learning and so do the others, but they are not as actively 
outspoken as me!") 

 
Most young children are naturally rhythmic, having lived with the constant rhythm of their mother’s heart beat before birth. Scientists accept that 
babies in the womb are sensitive to rhythm and music. Caribbean children are outstandingly full of rhythm! They confidently jig on the spot in the supermarket 
queue and love to dance whenever they have the opportunity. A teacher could easily take advantage of these inherent characteristics in the pursuit of 
encouraging literacy skills. Rhythms makes them focus their attention and concentrate, just look at the young man below!  
  



 



 
Ideas where rhythm and music can be incorporated into lessons to encourage and promote literacy skills.  

Listening to the rhythm of the natural sounds around them, the wind in the mango tree, the rush of the waves crashing on the shore, the rhythm of footsteps 
approaching the classroom, the hof feet jumoing over a skipping rope. Get them to copy the rhythm with a tapping of feet or clapping of hands, or an echoing 
of the voice. Make it fun!  
  
Tapping out the rhythm of a well known rhyme with the children guessing what that rhyme is, encourages listening, by both the tapper and the guesser. 
  
Listening to the rhythm of a polysyllabic word encourages children to acquire skills of breaking up the word into its various parts for both decoding and 
encoding. e.g. plantation, celebration, carnival, passengers. 

 
Listening and speaking.  
Listening to a teacher emphasising the rhythm of a rhyme, or poem, or song promotes children's awareness of the rhythms of speech and of reading aloud. 
Children can then copy the teacher’s intonation, variations in speed and volume. 
  
Children love the sound of a gentle rhythmic song or rhyme and find it soothing after an activity that has been exciting or boisterous. 
Similarly, children who have had a long session of being still need a lively chant or a busy rhyme or song with actions.  
e.g.Very young children squat on the floor 
“My Jack-in-the-box jumps up like this”…(Children jump up) 
“He makes me laugh as he wiggles his head”…(Children wag heads) 
“So I gently press him down again”…(Children put a hand on head and press down) 
“Saying “Jack-in-the-box, you must go to bed!” Children  rest a cheek on two hands) 

 
Choral Speaking. 
Feeling and expressing the rhythm of a piece to be performed in a group, feeling and expressing the rhythm of a speech from Shakespeare all helps. No 
matter what the age or ability, the rhythm helps pupils to appreciate the musicality of poetry and, if they are learning by rote, like learning Maths tables, the 
learning process is, for most students, speedier.  

 
Handwriting/ Penmanship 
Good handwriting skills rely a lot on rhythm. Most children adopt good handwriting skills if they have lots of opportunities to draw rhythmic patterns. Patterns 
invoke rhythm and some patterns rely on rhythm to show consistency. The rhythmic drawing of stripes, of zigzagged lines, of connected circles, of creating a 
balance of shape and size, promotes a steady handwriting style as well as a keen eye for being able to construct the balance of letter sizes. 
People learning key board skills often do this to the background rhythm of soft percussion or appropriately paced music. Similarly, children could do the same. 
  

 



Rhythms to encourage the learning of spelling rules. 
  

 
  

"It works Miss! My spelling is much easier to learn if I drum a rhythm to it!" said the drummer boy. 
  
1) "There is, there are, there was, there were, T, H, E, R, E." Let them learn this spelling rule to a rhythm 
  



2) Skipping rhythms can be tapped too! To spell difficulty:- 
                    Mrs D, Mrs I, Mrs FFI, Mrs C, Mrs U, Mrs LTY 
 
3) "Cross of the Y add I, E, S." for making the plural form from a singular word ending with y.  When teaching the rule for changing country into countries, 
teach the children to chant. Conduct them by letting them do this on group, the boys, the girls, those to the left of the classroom, those to the right. Make it 
fun. Later on, the teacher can smile when hearing a child whispering the chant to recall this rule. 
 
4) Rhythmic patterns for specific words like the word accommodate. Think in terms of a hotel booking service. Draw a square box on the chalkboard to 
represent a single room. Next to it draw a rectangular box to represent a double room, then a square to represent another single room, then another rectangle 
to represent a double room and finally a square box with an o and another rectangle with the word date in.  
 
Then chant whist pointing to the shapes: 
"A single room, a double room, a single room, a double room…and o don’t forget the date", 
Then fill in the letters 
a in the first square box, (a single letter in a single room) 
cc in the first rectangular box, (a double letter in a double room) 
o in the next square box, (a single letter in a single room) 
mm in the next rectangular box. (a double letter in a double room) 
Then follow, in the same rhythm as above with,  
"A single letter, a double letter, a single letter, a double letter, o don’t forget to book the date." 
When chanting, have a visual picture of the word, so that the auditory memory is underpinned by the visual. 
Get the whole class to chant the rhythm and then the children on one side of the room, followed by the children on the other side. Get them to whisper it, to 
chant it with a high voice, or a deep one. Make it fun. 
The children could have turns at being the conductor too and a baton could be used to point to the word in a rhythmical way. 
Activities like this not only make learning to spell certain words fun, but also teach children how to teach themselves how to spell. 

 
Rhythms for drama 
So many well known chants and rhymes can be acted easily, because the children already know the words! 
  



 
Two children acting, 

1,2,3 4 5, once I caught a fish alive, 
6,7,8 9 10, then I let him go again. 

"Why did you let him go?" 
"Because he bit my finger so!" 

"Which finger did he bite?" 
"This little finger on the right!" 

  
(Sorry, the boy in the picture is looking at his finger on the left!) 

  
And rhymes and rhythms are ofter easier to learn than straight prose, so a section from a Shakespeare play for older pupils can work in exactly the same way 
as the fish catching rhyme. 
On a simpler level, when doing class improvisation in drama, there are often the odd moments when a group is asked to perform to the rest of the class and 
they start to wobble! But, with the class being in the habit of all rhythmically saying. "One, two three go" at times like this, the actors will lose the wobble and 
will feel less alone, knowing that the rest of the class is encouraging them on. 

 
Background music 



 
  

Carefully chosen background music can be very soothing and can promote a conducive learning atmosphere. I have known the most unlikely, disaffected 
teenagers, settle down to a classroom writing task soothed by soft music. As the music finished, one rough lad got up quietly from his seat and turned the 
tape over with a whisper to me,  
            

 “Just thought we ought to have a bit more Mozart Miss!” 
  

I think that many learners do not like to work in silence and once out in the workplace, many will find that they are having to work in a less than silent 
atmosphere. Playing the right kind of music in the classroom goes some way to addressing some of these issues.   

 
Music for creative writing 
  



 
  
Set the mood of the class so that the pupils are ready to listen.  Pupils might close their eyes, or look at an abstract picture or the movement of 
trees outside,or might scribble on scrap paper. As long as whatever they are doing maintains the atmosphere for them and for the others, all 
these activities should be accepted and encouraged.  



 
  
Music can be taken in its broadest sense, traditional music or the sound of the ocean, the sound of whales, the sound of a rain forest. 
  
The quality of the listening is paramount. 
  
Whilst listening, pupils might jot down or draw ideas and images. 
  
The music should be played whilst the pupils write and should be played when they read back to the class. 
  
Once the habit is set, other lessons follow even more successfully.  

 
Reading 
  



 
By modeling good practice, encourage children to feel the rhythm of reading and to enjoy the music of the read aloud word. This encourages them to match 
the rhythm they produce with the story line, in a different level to the way they do this in other circumstances and in one of the most effective ways of tackling 
comprehension. 
They listen to the tone of their voices, vary the speed, orchestrate the words to communicate the text.  
Comprehension is far easier to tackle if the pupil can enjoy, through the rhythm of the language, the vision of the literature.... and it's more fun too! One little 5 
year old girl was noticed happily lost in the Book Nook, not reading allowed but singing the words as she read them. She was having a lovely time, lost in the 
story! 
  
The teacher should always model a well read passage, including its highs and lows, its crescendos, its different sounds for different characters’ voices. 
Classroom activities could include: 

• creating different texts to practice the rhythms of reading a news flash, commentating on a cricket match, interviewing people on a carnival float. 
• inviting actors into school to talk about the different ways they use their voices and their sense of rhythm to create characters and atmosphere. 



 

 
Above all, enjoy the rhythm and musicality of promoting literacy by making it fun for you and for them. 

• __________________________________________________ 

  

 
  
Addendum And this technique I saw in a Florida school...the recorder class had many childen interested in judo and the coloured belts that showed 
promotion in that sport. The teacher had small piles of cut wool in those colours and, as each child progressed from playing a simple piece to the next level 
and so on, they were awarded a small piece of coloured wool to tie on their recorder to show their promotion in that skill. Wow! They loved this encouraging 
and not costly technique. 
  



Drama 
  

 
  

Accelerating literacy skills through drama 
  

What do you do when your son, a psychologist, educator, consultant, professional actor/comedian and singer comes from his home 
in Germany for a holiday to Dominica? You get him to do a drama workshop for teachers of course! 
Thanks from us all Adam! You were brilliant (and it's not just your Mum who says so!) 
Fly back soon!  
  



 
  
(I was waiting for Adam to send his drama workshop notes in a different format, so that I could download them in their entirety with 
photos, but Adam's Apple computer was stolen from his dressing room whilst he was on stage, so we shall have to wait for his 
return to Dominica, to get some more!) 
  

 
  
Drama Workshop 13-SEPT-07, Roseau 
with Adam Lawrence, B.Sc. (jt.Hons.) 
  
Why teach drama? 
The purpose of school drama is the experience, not the performance. Crucially, there are no wrong answers! 
  
The experience of drama gives children: 
Confidence - won through experiencing and experimenting with other behavioural strategies in a safe environment. 
Communication: increased skills in expression, public speaking, persuasion, projection of self. 
Cooperation - drama is the most truly collaborative of all art forms, teaching self-discipline and teamwork. 
Empathy - increased understanding of other people through being “in their shoes”. 
Enrichment - better understanding of other studies, and a better school experience. 
  



What are the tools of drama? 
Here are some warm-ups and games for younger students, which train the different tools of drama. Remember, one of the best ways to train a skill is to 
isolate it - e.g. to emphasise body acting, take away the voice and/or face, for example by doing masked mime. 
 
Body knots, human machine, mime, human puppets, tableaux & statues, emotion walk 
Voice tongue-twisters, sirens, wall resonance, changing the emotion behind words and phrases (“teapot!”), radio programme, sound effects, gibberish 
Face: lemon-face, lion-face, mirrors, mime, photo-comic, imaginary journey 
Imagination book or fairytale work e.g. mime to story, expand an episode in a story, interview characters, new story from old pictures; free work making 
stories from prompts e.g. words, props, poses 
Space (less important for younger children, but simple sets and stages can work well) 
  
Some physical resources 
Puppets are very good for making children feel more confident about performing - “the puppet is 
acting, not me!” They can be made from spoons, paper bags, old newspapers and string (giant sized!)- indeed, almost any object - and from other children. 
Masks are a great art project that transfers well into drama. They show clearly that our body language is more important than our facial expression. 
A prop box is a great help. Unfocused kids are immediately focused with a prop in their hand. Squares of cloth can become clothes, blankets, 
walls,waterfalls… A few hats, sticks, pairs of glasses and odd objects go a long way. 
  
Embedding drama in thematic learning 
Remember, whatever it says on the timetable, you are never doing “just” drama.Drama can be a useful connecting force in thematic teaching, and a 
powerful one. Using drama to put the children “inside” the theme will greatly increase their interest for the theme in general. Drama also supports the other 
“subjects” because we learn by doing - not just by hearing or reading - and drama is all about doing… 
For example, a rainforest project could include children making sounds of the forest(accompanying a story), animals moving through the trees (animals and 
trees being played by children), interviews or dramatic scenes of farmers discussing whether to cut the trees or not, trees and animals dying (kids love death 
scenes!) or returning to the forest. Look at one aspect of your theme, think about your tools of drama, and you will soon see how each tool can be applied. 
Working in tight spaces 
A lot of Dominican school classes do not have much space. If you cannot get another room or go outside, think about drama that can be performed at the 
desk: e.g. sound effects, miming to a story, mirrors, puppetry, preparing and performing radio theatre, imaginary journeys. 
 
Sharing the children’s work 
Writing (or adapting), preparing and performing an end of term show for the parents is very rewarding, but also a lot of work. A far less stressful alternative, 
which is also well received by parents and students, is the “open workshop” where you show your best drama games and exercises. 
 
Online resources 
childdrama.com - dozens of excellent games, lesson plans and ideas 



proteacher.com - (keyword: drama) real teachers’ lesson plans and ideas 
show-me-wow.com - ideas for thematic teaching with limited resources 
  
Your trainer 
I’m a psychologist, an educator, a consultant and a professional actor/comedian. I live in Germany and work all over Europe. I have taught drama to children 
and young people aged 6 to 19 for five years. It’s fun, and it’s easy. I also teach communication skills to headmasters. Now that’s hard! 
I’d love to have your feedback and questions. Please mail me at: adam@der-brite.de 
  

mailto:adam@der-brite.de


How to make puppets. 

  

 

 



Nothing could be simpler! 
Puppets can be made out of a clenched fist, or a hat on a hand, or a face on an old wooden spoon, 
  
or 
they can be an intricate work of art than can take endless hours of creativity and patience. Wow! 

 
  
However they are made, if used within the classroom in a creative way, puppets can be immeasurably valuable in accelerating learning in many aspects of 
literacy. 

  



 
Puppets can promote listening and speaking skills leading to reading and writing. 

  
The assortment of puppets on the table above includes: 
a plastic bottle on the widow glass, making a head puppet, 
a large, flat, navy blue card envelope with eyes, also a head puppet 
a small blue pencil box with open window front to make the stage and cut out characters on card sticks to perform there 
a pair of green socks 



Red Riding Hood, the wood cutter and Granny made from brown paper bags and the wolf made from an old sleeve. 

  
See bottom of this page on how on make puppets 

  

http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewow.aspx


 
Teachers at one of Chris Lawrence's workshops, making brown paper bag puppets ready to use in their classrooms. The shredded paper is used to stuff the 
bags. These teachers  will take their puppets back to school and show the children how to make more and then the play making will begin. 
See bottom of this page for how to make brown paper bag puppets. 



 
The Class Puppet  
I have worked in one classroom where the teacher used the puppet, a toad called Sedgewick, as if he were another pupil. Sedgewick would show the Grade 1 
children how to form a certain letter, say a letter h, and he would start at the bottom on the line. 
"No Sedgewick!" the children would call out. "Remember you start at the top!" How much more effective than if the teacher were reminding the children of this 
start-at-the-top point by just telling them. I am talking about a different level of interest, enthusiasm and concentration here now...and a different level of 
learning. The children took on a far deeper level of understanding for forming the letter h from Sedgewick's mistake. 
Sedgewick became like a real person to the children. He was the one who was the dentist in their tooth project, sitting beside the dental chair made of a bleach 
bottle with its spout cut out, wearing a white coat and with his appointments bookand his wooden spatulas. Tooth fairies with feather wings flying from the 
classroom ceiling around him were made by the children. 
Sedgewick would be asked to choose the best listeners at the end of a story...and Sedgewick would be on the hand of a timid child who would tell a story with 
confidence feeling that it was not him who was telling the story but Sedgewick! And, at the end of the day, it was not unusual for a child to pop into the empty 
classroom and say, "Well I'm going home now Sedgewick. I'll see you tomorrow, all right? Bye!" 
Isn't it true the world over, that children of this age like and need a little toy character to relate to and to work out their ideas around...like imaginary friends? We 
should take advantage of this innate need and maybe use a class puppet like Sedgewick. 

 
 The understanding emotions puppet 
  



 
Old wooden spoons with a smiling face on one side and a sad face on the other can be used to chat about unhappiness and what can be done to turn a sad 
face into a smile. This can be used in bullying incidents, in squabbling upsets and in talking with a child who needs the spoon puppet as a go-between to help 
them have the confidence to explain things like feelings. 

 
The story time puppet 
The convention of moving from telling news or telling a well known story to converting it into a running dialogue can be quite demanding. Moving a theme from 
one genre to another is easy when you have puppets as a teaching aid. And from the ability to create a dialogue, comes other genres like character study 



writing. Puppets allow children to be able to take on a new persona and in so doing help them to learn the skill of being able to empathise...a skill we all need to 
improve whoever and wherever we are, and whatever our age. And the performing can be done within the class, or can be done to another audience, so 
developing confidence skills. And stretching the literacy and cross curricular theme, there could be poster designing, ticket making, seating arranging, (Maths), 
etc. and reported writing after the event.  

 
The puppet theatre 
I find this is unnecessary. The idea of a theatre is to hide the puppeteer I think. But when small children see the puppets, it seems that they do not see the 
puppeteer! And if a child is being a puppetteer, then he likes to see what he is doing with the puppet anyway. Hiding behind a screen with his puppet covered 
hand up to the audience, imagining what they are seeing is often too hard a concept for him. 
For older children, building a puppet theatre extends the learning process in another direction and they can probably cope with hiding and performing with hand 
puppets. Huge cardboard boxes can be fashioned into a theatre, or a table over on its side where the table top becomes the theatre front, or a blanket on a 
rope washing style, between two trees. It's just a case of being creative to make the drama more magic and more fun! 
  



 
At one of Chris Lawrence's workshops, these teachers are drawing faces on their brown paper bag puppets.Once finished, they work in twos or threes 
improvising a dialogue between the puppets ready to then perform to the group. They are considering the character style of their puppet as they create it. 
Children love to do this. 

 
How to make a brown paper bag puppet in under two minutes. 
   

Fabric sewn puppets 
  
Style 1, Glove puppet. 



 
You need: 
A brown paper bag of any size. 
Newspaper or shredded paper to stuff inside. 
String to tie round the puppet's "neck" to keep the newspaper in  

You need, a hand to draw round, scrap paper the size of the ha     
pattern and fabric scraps 
  
Method 
1) To make the pattern, place hand on paper with 3 middle finge    
the thumb and little finger outstretched. 
2) Draw round hand and then cut out shape now on paper for th   
3) Pin this paper pattern on fabric and cut out 2 pieces slightly b    
pattern to allow for seams...one for puppet front and one for pup   
4) Cut puppet front in a straight line from your centre wrist up to    
middle finger. This opening gives better space for puppet to fit a   
comfortably. 
5) But the wrist, that will now be exposed by this cut, needs hidi      
rectangular piece of fabric, about 4 inches x 6 inches (10cms x    
at one of the shortest edges. 
6) To front piece and at the top of the cut in it, tuck under and a    
end of the fabric strip.This covers the opening so it looks like a g   
through a coat.)  
7) For face, cut a round fabric shape and sew on buttons, beads     
of fabric for eyes.. or draw on face features. Add "hair" of braide   
thread or of shredded or fringed fabric. 
8) Attach face to front piece of puppet. 
9) Add any other details like a belt, a crown. 
10) Finally, sew two main pieces together up the side, round the    
"head", round the second "arm" and finish off securely. (Leave o    
to go in puppet of course!)   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fabric Puppet, Style 2 
The wolf from Red Riding Hood 

 



 How to make a tuffet  
  

 
Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet, but no spiders here I am glad to say, only bookworms! 

  



 Book Nook tuffets for free! 

  
 
It is possible and fun to make little seats for the smallest of school children from the empty wooden spools, some fabric, stuffing for the padded seat and 
coloured pencils, crayons or paints. Dominica's Cable and Wireless kindly supplied the ones photographed here, and they are now revamped and 
currently being used in school Book Nooks, or some are in the process of being converted from something that was about to be trashed, to very popular 
tuffets. 



 
1) Put the empty spool flat on a piece of fabric (any colour as this will not be seen later), and draw round it. 
2) Cut this fabric out an inch or two away from your drawn line, so it is bigger than the spool circle. 
3) Cut a second piece in exactly the same way. These two pieces are the two sides to the cushion. 
4) Sew these two pieces together leaving an 8 inch gap unsewn. 
5) Turn this right side out and stuff the cushion, sewing up the 8 inch gap once the stuffing is in place. 
6) Using the fabric of your choice, (this will be seen in the finished article) put the empty spool flat on it. 
7) Draw a line round it as before. 
8) Cut out this circle two or three inches away from the drawn line, so it is bigger than the drawn circle. 
9) Hem round this and through the hem thread cord, string or elastic. 
10)Place the cushion on the spool top then stretch the cover over it pulling the cord, string or elastic tight, 
   so it holds the cushion firmly in place. 
11)Decorate with wax crayons, sticky paper, felt pens, corks, lollipop sticks, cut out flowers etc.  
  
Tuffets can be plain and pretty, but you could also make novelty tuffets: 
  
This toadstool house says, "Good readers go places"  



 
"Compact and desirable country residence for sale. Ripe for improvement!" 

  
  



 
"Property Sold!" 

  
A red topped tuffet with circles drawn on the red fabric can look like a toadstool. The central cylinder can be drawn on to become the house, the flat area on 
the floor can be the garden. For a washing line, you could push two thin sticks each into a half cork for the line poles. If you sew some fabric shapes on a 
thread before you attach it to the sticks, you have a line full of washing...a pair of pink and blue curtains, a pair of yellow socks, a pink bath towel. You now 
have a lived in toadstool house tuffet. Toothpaste  tops make flower pots, green fibre from a scouring pad make plants, the washing basket was a plastic milk 
container with some squares of fabric stuck in it. Lollipop sticks make garden seats with half corks for the legs...or the sticks could make a ladder to clean the 



windows. You could add a stone edged path, a sellofane garden pond and on and on. By encouraging children to look out for things to recycle for this 
toadstool tuffet you are encouraging all sorts of learning. You can also use the toadstool house as a stimulus for creative writing. Who lives there? What do 
they do all day?    

      
  



 
A picnic-under-a-tree tuffet says, "Come and sit on the reading tree". 

  
A green topped tuffet with leaves drawn on the fabric can look like a tree.The spool cylinder can be drawn on with different shades of brown wax crayon and 
brown felt pen, to look like bark and, on the flat ground area, a small square of fabric can be stuck to look like a picnic table cloth with paper plates and 
with pieces of plastic drinking straw cut and stuck in place to look like drinking beakers. A vinegar bottle top makes a basket, with a wire tag making the 
handle, and with 4 chick peas stuck inside to look like bread rolls. Four split peas stuck on the central paper plate look like biscuits. A small plastic square cut 



from a bottle, with a hole pierced in each corner and threaded with string becomes a swing to hang from under the tree boughs. You now have a picnic tree 
tuffet. You could add a see-saw made from a cork with a lollipop stick stapled to it so that it see saws. 
But where have the people gone? They were just about to eat when they rushed off. Have they gone to fly a kite, or did they hear an accident? Imagine the 
creative writing that can come from this tuffet. 
  
Another spool could become a carousel, or 
  
another could be a winter snow covered tree, (white fabric this time) with a snowman underneath, and a twig broom and shovel, or 
  
make a beach scene, with sandpaper for the beach, or sand sprinkled on a coat of glue,a tube top and tiny wire handle for a bucket and a trimmed lollipop 
stick for a spade. Add some fabric for a towel and a vinegar bottle top with a wire tag handle for a picnic basket. Dried chick peas in the "basket" look like 
bread rolls, lentils on a small circle of paper look like a plate of biscuits. 
  
Each novelty tuffet can be used for creative writing and what fun that would be!  

  



 
Young children love sitting on these tuffets in a Book Nook and these seats can cost nothing. Soon the children themselves will 
suggest what the next spool can be made to look like.The Book Nook continues to be a favourite place and the teacher says, 
"The children are reading more these days!" 
No need to wonder why! 

   



Oh, and have a rota of children responsible for the Book Nook, so that it always looks inviting. Make them a badge to 
wear so everyone knows how special they are.  
  



How to make a thumb indexed word book 

  
Make a thumb indexed Word Book.... 
......and help create independent spellers and independent writers 
  
A thumb indexed word book, made from an everyday exercise book, encourages fewer spelling mistakes and encourages independent spelling 

 



and writing. It encourages pupils to broaden their vocabulary, as they are not so tempted to confine their written work with only easy to spell words. 
If used properly, it also saves teacher marking time! 
  
The thumb index style feels grown up for primary school pupils and business like for secondary pupils. It also helps children to have a better visual 
image of the order of the alphabet. With each page labelled with the appropriate letter in both its upper case and lower case form, it also reminds 
children of the difference. 
  
Words in the word books are private to the owner, so no embarrassing lists of easy words on the word wall for the older pupil of below average 
literacy attainment. Put subject based words up on the wall, even choose ones that will impress his peers, but everyday ones that he has still not 
grasped can go privately in his own thumb indexed Word Book 
  
The word books take a little time for the teacher to set up, but they save endless hours of red marking and spelling testing. They certainly 
encourage pupils to broaden their written vocabulary and in so doing greatly improve the quality of their written work. 

 
This is what you do 
Lots of teachers like the idea of these books and ask how to make them. Like lots of practical things, it is easier to show and demonstrate than to 
describe in written words, but I shall try my best.  
  
1) Open the exercise book so you have the first lined page in front of you. 
  
2) In top right corner, write the two letters aA. Cut about a 1 inch horizontal line directly under these two letters, until you meet the margin line,  
then cut down the margin. (You will have removed a thin strip of paper about one inch by eight inches if it is a normal size exercise book. Save the 
strips for poetry writing! 

  
Click here for page on Poetry Writing 

  
  
3) Now you can see where to write bB at the top of the next double page and below the aA, so write bB. Then make a horizontal, one inch cut 
directly under the letters bB, until you reach the margin line and then cut down the margin line. You will thus remove a second thin strip of paper. 
By now you can see the stepping of the cuts that make the thumb indexing. 
  
4) Continue like this until you have completed the alphabet. (You may have to put xX, yY and zZ. on the same page.) Now all the cutting is 
finished. 
  
5) To sub divide the consonant pages, use the left hand side page and, in you mind's eye, divide it into 5 vertical columns. Don't draw these lines 
as you will find some words the children want are too wide to fit in the column. Label these columns as follows. On the bB page, on left hand side 
page, head up the blends 
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       ba                  be                  bi                  bo                  bu  
  
Similarly, on the cC page write the blend headings 
  
       ca                  ce                  ci                  co                  cu 
  
and so on. The empty right hand side page is for other blend or digraph word starters.    
  

 
  

 

How the word book works. 
  
The child should always have easy access to the word book. I made 
bags to hang on the backs of chairs in order to ensure this. 
  
  
The child thinks of the word and realises he cannot spell it. He opens 
the word book at the appropriate page, checking that the word he wants 
is not already there, and then he asks the teacher for it. 
  
  
The teacher, with the child watching, writes the word, with near 
perfect balance of letter sizes and maybe does a small sketch beside 
the word to help the visual memory,(the brain at this stage, remembers 
pictures easier than words). The teacher points out any particular letter 
string pattern, or words in the word to help the child remember, like "put 
the tea in teacher", or your friend can come round on Fri at the end of 
the week, so put those two things in the word "friend". 
  
  
Once the word is in the book, there is no reason for the child to mis spell 
it in future, and the more he refers to or uses the word, the sooner he 
absorbs it into his visual memory and, after a while, he will not need to 
look it up. 
  

 

   Hurrah for word books! 
  
Different word book users have said:  
  
"Word books are fun!" 
  
         "When you have a word book you don't feel you have 
to use easy words to get your spelling right in your story 
writing." 
  
"I like to use my word book to help me spell more 
interesting and harder words in my writing compositions". 
  
                 "I feel like a journalist when I use my word book, 
sort of grown up! I love the thumb indexed bit about it". 
  
"I found J's word book with no cover on it. I opened it and 
knew it was J's. It had all his favourite big words in for his 
dinosaur project. J loves dinosaurs and now he likes to write 
about them! The words were too hard for him to spell before 
he had a word book. He tried to spell them, but the teacher 
put a red line through the bad spelling and J felt fed up!" 

 



  



How to make a simple Nativity model.  

 
Children love to make things that are effective, simple to put together, that need only everyday materials that are easy to find. They like to make 
things that do not take too long, so they can soon get the effect and then be inspired to add to the model with their own ideas and designs, so 
developing the creative skills they have acquired in the early stages of the model making. Such is the design for this Nativity Scene. It is plain and  
simple, uses small, brown paper bags, fabric scraps and fixers like pieces of string or ribbon to tie and/or a stapler. Each character is made in the 
same way, the costuming marking their different status. 

 



  
How to make the basic body. 
Use a brown paper bag...here I have used 1lb bags, but any size would do, so long as you have enough fabric for the costuming. The length of the 
bag will be a little more than the height of the finished character. 
Push some scrunched up waste paper into the end of the bag to form the head and secure this paper stuffing in position with a piece of string tied 
under the character's chin. 
Spread out the open end of the bag so that the character can stand up. If this is difficult, then support it over a pot or a cut down inner loo-paper 
tube. 
  
Bigger versions of the small pictures here below can be found in the December 2007 section of the Show-me-Wow! BLOG 

  

Click here for sequenced cloze procedure work cards on making a Nativity Story Book.  

 

  
Shepherds are the simplest and so 
best to tackle first. Two rectangular 
pieces of cloth can be used to form 
the robe, attaching one round the 
neck with string and the other over 
the head, also with string. Striped 
fabric is traditional here and any 
string that shows makes the 
shepherds look like poor working 
men. 
  
A kebab stick (or better still a 
straight twig) with a wire tag twisted 
onto it at the top and then bend into 
a hook shape, makes the 
shepherd's crook. Cut a small nick 
in the robe to hold the crook in 
position. 
  
Draw only a suggestion of a face. 
Be careful with this, as attempts to 
draw too much detail can make the 
characters look clown like and so 
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inappropriate. 
  
Later the children might like to 
make sheep by sticking white 
paper scraps or cotton wool on a 
cork into which you have pushed 
match stick legs. 
  
  
  
Mary and Joseph are made 
similarly, Mary customarily in blue 
and Joseph without a crook of 
course. A suggestion of a face 
drawn on Mary and Joseph, makes 
the two characters appear to be 
looking down at the Baby  
  
Baby Jesus is a  brown paper bag 
rolled tightly and held by sticky tape 
or a small piece of string. A 
suggestion of a small sleeping face 
is added and the Baby is wound in 
white swaddling clothes. 
  
The manger is three rectangles of 
cardboard cut from a box. One is 
folded in half and allowed to open 
slightly to form the cradle shape on 
which the Baby sleeps. The other 
two each have a V shape cut out of 
them to support the first rectangle 
and to form the "legs" that support 
the head and foot of the manger 
crib. Secure with sticky tape. I cut 
the front legs shorter for a better 
view of the Baby. 
  

 
  
  
  



A  box can be the the stable 
building, coloured with wax crayons 
to show stones, bricks, plants. 
  
  
  
  
The three kings have the same 
body pattern, but use richer fabric 
scraps to dress them and shiny 
ribbon or rich fabric strips to secure 
their clothes, whereas string was 
used for the poor shepherds 
  
Their head piece is made of a 
bigger fabric scrap than the 
shepherd's, so that it extends to 
make a train, which may need to be 
tucked at the back with a staple or 
a stitch, but, when stretched out, 
helps the king to stand up. Kings 
might need extra standing support 
as their costumes are heavier. 
Shabby stains on the fabric scraps 
have been disguised here by 
adding each king's initial on the 
garment where the stain was, with 
a felt pen. 
. 
Add a gold or silver crown, maybe 
with fabric jewels to match each 
outfit. 
  
Later the children might offer to 
make the presents to put by the 
kings. Maybe someone will want to 
make a camel! 
  

  
  
  



Don't forget to make a star ! That is 
fun to make too. 
  

  
 

  



A thematic approach to teaching and learning 
  
What is a thematic approach? 
  
This is a way of teaching and learning, whereby many areas of the curriculum are connected together and integrated 
within a theme. 
  
It allows learning to be more natural and less fragmented than the way where a school day is time divided into different 
subject areas whereby children practice exercises frequently related to nothing other than what the teacher thinks up, as 
he or she writes them on the chalk board. 
  
It allows literacy to grow progressively, with vocabulary linked and with spelling and sentence writing being frequently, yet 
smoothly, reinforced. 
  
It guides connected ideas to follow on easily. 
  
It is, after all, how we, as adults, learn new things. Don't we start at a point of interest and branch out from it like ripples 
from a stone thrown in the water? 
  

 
The result of working the thematic approach way is that often children: 

will have fun, 
will be more actively involved, 

will develop learning skills more quickly as each one is connected to and reinforced by the other, 
will be more confident and better motivated, 

will present fewer discipline problems. 
  

  
The result of working the thematic approach way is that often teachers: 

 will find teaching more fun, 



will find teaching less hard work…. 
  

but will still find teaching exhausting! 
  

(Sorry, I have not yet found out how to overcome the exhausting bit, so can give no tips here! 
But I can wish you all, good luck!) 

  
Click on the sub-menu in the left navigation bar to learn more. 

  



Choosing your theme 
  

Your theme might be: 
straight from your National Curriculum Guidelines,or 
about a special occasion or local festivity or 
around a story book or a set book area of study, or 
an interest that just happens to have taken over the children's or your imagination at the moment. 
  
For example: Grade K National Curriculum Language Arts, first weeks of school. 
Theme: Celebrations (as starting school should feel like a celebration.) 
This teacher started with the theme of birthdays.The children will help her decide on some labels. 
  

 Grade K theme, Celebrations 



 



  
  
  

Another Grade K theme: The Beach.  



 



  
  
You just allow the idea into your head and start to let it grow in the way a teacher can look at an empty cornflakes box and ask 
"How many different ways can I use it in the classroom?" 
  
You need to think: 
Which areas of grammar can I glean from the theme? (Punctuation, sentence construction, speech marks etc.) 
Which areas of spoken and written vocabulary can I work on for spellings within this theme? 
Which different genres can I get the children to write in, using this theme as the starting point..like letter writing, 
imaginative writing, recorded writing, play writing, how to writing, poetry writing, reported writing etc? 
Which other curriculum areas can be easily and naturally connected to this theme? 
How can I make this theme have a visual impact on my classroom? 
How can the pupils and I present the work so that everyone feels they want to say "Wow"? 
How can we let others know about the work we are doing. like parents, other teachers, other children..(School Assembly, 
inviting another class to visit, doing a play etc) 
  
A simple example of starting and developing a theme is of a Pre K class of 12 children, where there were limited 
opportunities for imaginative or creative play. I suggested making a home corner by swivelling a book case so it made a 
right angle to the classroom wall and adding two old plastic easels where the paper supports no longer existed and were 
now spaces! These spaces became the house "windows".The children made plant pots and flowers for the "window 
boxes" (the old paint pot trays). They helped draw and colour a third window to stick on the wall. We worked out how 
many curtains we would need for our three windows and I made six simple curtains on which they did sponge prints. 
They incorporated sorting skills when we found some plastic fruits and vegetables and they each made a paper plate 
which we stuck on a painting of shelves and they talked about how many of the 12 plates would go on each shelf if we 
had 3 shelves. 
Then we made a book about all this using low reading age score words in simple sentences. The book was put in the 
book nook and individual children could be found spending a long time "reading" the pages of the book called "Our little 
house".  

 Click here for more on using "Our little house" as a thematic approach. 
  



 
  

"How long should the theme last before I drop it?" ask many teachers. 
 

The answer from me is 



"As long as it is useful in the learning situation! Don't stop before you have given time to thinking out all its possibilities. And on the other hand, don't make it 
last so long that it is becoming stale. Like anything you use in the classroom, you have to be aware of the interest level of the children and take this as your 

yardstick."  
  



Presenting a theme 
  
  
Setting up the environment of the classroom 
Organise the classroom to set up a central display, perhaps a model or a large wall display, so there is space around your theme area for the children to sit 
close to it during talking and listening time. It is easier for them to imagine the events going on if they can see the setting. Then the fun starts! 
  
Setting up the model 
This could be "Bottle Village", or a space station, a shop, an underwater scene, a restaurant, a home corner. 
Cover the wall or display area with anything you have available that can be used as a back ground. 
Be imaginative and creative about how you build up the display using boxes, coloured paper, fabric. 
Think 3 dimensionally. Displays are more exciting if they are not placed flat and squarely onto a wall. Think about this when displaying sheets of paper with 
written work on too. 
Clearly, and in appropriate lettering, label the main things on the display. Later, a child can collect up the labels and put them back in the correct place. With 
good quality labeling, the children can refer to the labels or go and collect and return them when they are writing and want to be sure of a spelling. 
(Or provide each child with a thumb indexed word book, an exercise book in which they collect the words they want to use.This way they feel grown up, 
independent and need only ask once for each word.)   
  
Once the display is ready 
Invite the children to sit around the display and discuss it. Allow them to invite children from other classes to come in and see it. 
Give ample time thinking and talking; both are important facets to the start of writing.  
Talk about what they see in the display, what it is about, how it makes them feel, what they might add to it.  
If it is a place, talk about the sounds, the smells, the way being there would make them feel. 
Encourage adjectives and adverbs from younger children, similes and metaphors from older ones. 
Please note....The children should feel familiar with the display and should not feel it’s a “Don’t touch” place. 
  
Explaining the theme 
  
The setting 
Have the children around you and near to the model as you explain the theme. Get them to practice carefully moving from their seats to the theme area, so 
that a calm atmosphere is created and maintained. Once there, they need to be in the best possible position that will encourage them to give you their full 
attention and not be distracted. 
An important point for creating this is that there needs to be lots of two way eye contact. If they can see you looking at them and giving them your attention, 
they are more inclined to look at you and give you theirs. (Also they need to have opportunities during their school day, to be in different parts of the 
classroom and moving to the display area is one opportunity to put this into practice. They need to see the room from different aspects.  Well, would you want 
to sit in the same place all day and everyday?) 
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Be brave and use different voices for the different characters who might speak. 
  
When you are not reading the book, leave it in a place where the children can readily pick it up to read themselves. 
(They must promise not to tell the ending to others if they get that far in the story) 
Never hide a book you are reading away in a drawer for another time. By doing that you are missing out on an ideal opportunity to encourage someone to 
read, and we never want to do that! 
The best thing is to prop the book on a stand, (maybe made from an old wire coat hanger), and keep this on the actual display to temp anyone to have a read. 
  
Put lots of expression in your voice and try to make sure the children are visualising as you go. 
Point as you go, to the various things on the display. 
Children like to look as well as to listen and the two activities aid the memory and concentration process. 
Make the whole thing fun.   

 
Thinking about Writing 

  
Visual memory promotes independent writing and good quality displays promote visual memory. 
  
Once writing has started, allow children to leave their seats to go to the display for words. 
They can copy the word they need, but they should, when ready, be encouraged to go and look, 
“write the word in their brain” and return to their work, remembering the word shape. 
They can always go back again and check. 
This is important. It encourages visual memory and improved spelling. 
  
The children need vocabulary word lists (a word wall) to refer to when they are writing. 
A line of children lining up at the teacher's desk for words is time wasting for both you and them and it is distracting for the others who are trying to work.  
A word wall will make the children more independent, less frustrated and more constant in the focus on the theme of their writing. 
  
Leave some wall or shelf space nearby for labeled additional displays that enhance the theme and that then becomes a gallery for the children's work to be 
displayed and celebrated. 

 
          Putting pencil to paper...... 



                           
  

Remember, always pre-empt this with lots of looking, thinking, talking and discussing. 
  

As E.M. Forster said, 
  

"How do I know what I think until I see what I say?"   



  
1. For younger ones 
Get them to draw a picture and write a sentence about it. The youngest ones will need you to write the words so that they can copy your writing. Offer a 
variety of ideas for the drawing, but do not impose your own.After all, how do you know what they are thinking of drawing? 
Do not be the teacher who asked a child what she was drawing and the child said "God" 
The teacher inappropriately said, "But no one knows what God looks like!" 
The child answered ,"They will in a minute!" 
  
Cloze cards This is usually a card with a picture on it related to a few sentences, each sentence having a word missing. (Making these is where your Picture 
Library comes in handy!) 
  



 
At the bottom of the card, maybe in different colours, is a jumbled list of the missing words.  
First stage cloze procedure cards, usually have the missing word at the end of each sentence, 
progressing to the words being in the middle of each sentence and 
finally being with the missing word at the beginning of the sentence. 
Cloze work encourages children to take contextual clues, an essential reading skill for all readers. 
Cloze also allows the children to work independently. 
  



Make a sequence of cards getting the children to work through this sequence, so ending up with a complete story. 
This could be a shortened version of the theme story, or it could be the Christmas story , in which case the teacher can illustrate this set of work cards by 
using a sequence of Nativity pictures from old Christmas cards.etc. The cards will last for years if each one is protected in a see-through plastic bag whilst the 
children are working from them. 
If the children work on a sheet of exercise paper to do their writing and illustrating, a sheet for each work card, then, the completed pages can be stuck on 
a long sheet of paper that has been zig zag folded and the final result would be a Christmas Story zig-zag book that will stand up as a display. Children like to 
take this home for  Christmas and the fact that they know this will be special and looked at by visitors, encourages them to make a particularly good job of 
their work 
  
Click here for how to make a Nativity Model 
  
2. Question cards 
 For the next stage, progress to question cards, insiting that the answers are given as complete sentences.  
Remind the children of the three main characteristics of a sentence: 

  
A sentence always starts with a capital letter. 
A sentence always ends with a full stop, (or question mark, or exclamation mark). 
A sentence always makes sense. 
  
(And teachers should make sure that all the sentences they write follow this rule.) 
 
If the theme is not a story, try to put a story into it in the way in which you present it. 
Remember that when you read to them, you are also being a role model for when they read. 
If the theme is story book based: 
Introduction to the theme: tips 
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Case studies so far: 
  
1) "Our little house" by Pre K... for the youngest children. 
2) "Bottle Village " by Chris Lawrence...for primary and low-attainment secondary pupils. 
3) "A Cow called Boy" by C Everard Palmer...for older primary/ early secondary pupils. 

 
Case Study 1 

"Our little house"  for Pre K  
  



 
Background. The classroom had nowhere that stimulated imaginative play that would give opportunities for very young children to expand and develop 
their speaking and listening language skills. They needed a home corner that could later develop into a shop, a hospital, a dentistry, a space ship. 
  
The teacher re organised the shelves to cordon off a corner area, adding small chairs and a table, a collection of cups and saucers and bowl of plastic fruit, 
an old television, a doll in a basket. 
  



The teacher explained how the children could play in the little house and how there would be turns for everyone. The children were excited and, once in the 
house, their imagination was fired and even the most timid entered into imaginative conversations and roles....(instant drama lessons, instant improvisation 
opportunities, excellent confidence building skills...a wonderful way to develop literacy skills for such young children)   
  
Cross curricular activities 
Language Arts 
Drama... improvisation, role play 
Extending creativity in language and through language 
Extending spoken vocabulary 
Extending listening skills 
Writing.Drawing and writing about "Our little house" 
Reading The book "Our little house" had its own hook in the actual little house and was constantly "read"..to the extent we had to make a photo copy so more 
children could "read" it. 
  
Numeracy 
Sorting. There was a box of assorted foods and the children arranged them in groups of vegetables, bread and cakes etc 
Counting in twos for working out how many curtains needed for 3 windows. 
12 paper plates to be arranged on the three shelves. How many on each shelf? 
  
Art 
Printing on the plain white curtains with pieces of sponge. 
Drawing and colouring an extra window with a view to the outside...this to be pinned on the classroom wall. 
Drawing and colouring shelves to go on the classroom wall and on which would be stuck paper plates. 
Using paper cups and straws and coloured paper to make potted plants for a window box. 
  
Science 
Growing seeds for the window box 
  
French 
Drawing and labeling in French a knife and fork on the paper plates.  
  
Geography 
Learning about different homes 
  
Social Studies 
Family groupings, social interaction, empathy, co operation with others, sharing, group work, organisation skills etc etc. 
  



For fun, I drew 12 circles on the back cover, and, one by one, had each child sit for a portrait drawing, so they each felt they all had a part in the "Our little 
house" book. This gave me an opportunity to talk with the children about the project whilst I drew and they posed. They loved to then look at their own face 
and the faces of their classmates already drawn. They liked to chat about the different class members. Four year old Nicholas took one look at the drawing I 
had done of him and said approvingly, "It 's good I had my haircut yesterday!"  

 
 Case study 2 

"Bottle Village" , by Chris Lawrence, 
for primary and low attainment secondary pupils 



 



  
"Bottle Village" was the first thematic approach learning project I used in Dominica. 

  
How I decided on "Bottle Village" 
  
The problems. I thought of picking one specific area of study from the National Curriculum for a theme, but knew I would be focusing on those teachers 
who had that prescribed theme for their particular pupil age range, and it would not be so appropriate for those teachers who taught other ages and who 
would have different prescribed themes. 
Similarly I did not have a set of the same story books to give each of my teachers a copy.  The solution was to write my own simple story to use as an 
example for creating a thematic approach, but then I had to decide what my story would be about. 
  
The stimulus for me. Dominica is an amazingly beautiful island, but don't tell too many people! However, despite promotions and hard work from 
government officials and from individuals, there is still a litter problem and it is frequently made up of plastic and glass bottles! 
Whilst collecting anything I could use for making teaching resources, I found I had accumulated a lot of empty, white, plastic, milk bottles. I invented a place 
called Bottle Village and wrote a simple story, set somewhere like Dominica, but where no one ever throws a bottle away, but recycles it....and the rest 
followed! 
  

  



 
  

  
Using Bottle Village 
At primary level, this project could be the basis for developing an integrated curriculum for children from 5 to 11 years adapted, of course according to age 
and ability. It would also be appropriate for some low ability students of older ages. 
  



Click here for Bottle Village, The Story 
  

Click here for Using Bottle Village to Promote Literacy 
  

Click here for Theme Based Cross-Curricular Activities and Bottle Village 
  

 
At Secondary Level: 
A thematic approach can be used successfully at secondary level. It is not purile, but, done in a more teenage style, is good practice, backed by sound 
academic educational philosophy. I believe that anyone who questions this has not read any recent educational research texts...in fact, they probably have 
never ever read such things! Let's embarrass them by asking them shall we? Their ill informed opinions make me see red! I have used a thematic approach 
repeatedly with teenagers across the secondary age range and so have many well experience, well qualified, too-numerous-to-mention colleagues. 

 
Case study 3 

"A Cow Called Boy" by C Everard Palmer 
for upper primary/lower secondary pupils. 

 
Aims: 
To use a set book in a thematic approach style for a group of secondary aged pupils who have reading difficulties, 
          
To accelerate their literacy skills by using a method of teaching (thematic approach) that allows one developing skill to build on another. 

http://show-me-wow.com/bottlevillagestory.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/bvcrosscurricular.aspx


  
Why "A Cow Called Boy"? 
 "A Cow Called Boy" has a low reading age score, although this score is higher than the score of most of the pupils concerned. 
But: 
The book also has "street cred" as it is used as a first year literature texts in other secondary schools on the island. 
The book is only a hundred pages long, so has a short story line, no complicated sub plots and a low cost outlay and, because it is already in use, 
secondhand copies are sometimes available here. 
  
The classroom needs: 
Wall space available for big display of the story and for children's work related to the story. 
Backing paper, fabric, cardboard or similar. 
Picture library of magazine cut outs, cards etc to use in workcard making. 
Paper, crayons, coloured pencils scissors, glue, and box of junk (cartons, matchboxes, coloured paper, fabric scraps) for model making. 
Table set aside for work cards and related display e.g. model, 3D map of the setting, model of a cow. etc. 
  
Language Arts 
Sets of cloze procedure cards and question cards with wide range of readability to be suitable for all reading ages within the class. 
Plans to cover variety of genres in written work tasks like:- 
Imaginative writing: Imagine your pet followed you to school. Write about your day. 
Reported writing: You are a journalist on the local paper. Write a report about the new four legged pupil in school in your town. 
Descriptive writing: Describe how Josh felt when his mother showed him the For Sale sign 
Letter writing:  Write a letter of complaint to..... 
                      Write a letter congratulating..... 
                      Write Mr Redmond's note to Josh's mother 
How to writing: How to look after a young calf. 
                      How to get from Josh's house to his school. 
Poster writing: Design a poster to hold up in the village square. 
Character Study: Choose one of the characters in the story and describe what he is like. 
The adult townsfolk:  
Mr Tom Kelly, Bertha Mahon, Mr Benjamin Watson (Store keeper), Mrs Theresa Watson, Baby Willie Watson, Mr Tobias (Storekeeper),Mrs Bernard, Baby 
Mark Bernard, Mr. Ridley, Gig Pearson, Merlin Bricknell, District Constable Ainsly,Jane Killy, Percy Raglan,Craig Miller 
Teachers: 
Mr Redmond, Principal, Mrs Anthony, Mrs Evadne Redmond Grade 2,   
Pupils: 
Senior Pupils: Pearlita 
Josh's Grade: Joshua Mahon, Karen Lawson, Brad Matthews, Tobias, Tony Killy, Vera, Roger, Susan,  Rodney Craig, Leland Court,   
Grade 2: Maria Bernard, 
Others: Martin Duncan, Dolly Thompson, Susan 



  
Cross Curricular Studies. 
Science:  
Plan of Josh's Mum's garden. 
Growing seeds. School vegetable garden.  
Fauna:Cows, bulls, calves, bullkins, heifers, oxen, cattle, john-to-whits, nightingales yellow tales, snappers 
Flora Khuskhus grass, guinea grass 
Animal tracks and traces 
Food:               
Making butter. You can do this in a week. Start on Monday.Keep putting cream of milk in a screw top jar for 5 days adding some salt at the same time.On 
Friday play some jaunty music and shake your jar to the rhythm. Lumps of butter will appear the size dependent on the amount of cream your milk had. 
Spread on bread for an end of week treat. 
Plan a celebration meal for Boy's return 
Geography:      
Maps of the town. 
Maps of the countryside showing Josh's route to school. 
Map of Jamaica showing Kendal. 
Maths:             
Arithmetic to do with credit. 
Follow up reference to taxes, (page94). Money for cow. 
Music:             
Caribbean folk songs, (Chap.8). 
Social Studies: 
Relationships. Co operation. Bullying. 
Drama:             
Two character chatting on the square. 
Miming: Josh taking Boy to school. 
Josh's talk to the class with Boy. 
Art/Craft:           
Drawings of the town. 
Model of a cow. 
3D map of the area. 
Model of the shop. 
Model of Josh's house and yard. 
  
  



  



 



 Bottle Village - the Story 
 

By Chris Lawrence 
 
 
Once upon a time, in a sunny land of blue, blue sea and where a river ran down to the shore, there was a little hillside village. The houses and shops stood on the slopes and 
were white and shaped like bottles, so the village was called, “Bottle Village”. 



   
  
And the village was full of bottles! Babies drank from baby bottles, housewives cleaned their bottle shaped houses with liquid soap from bottles and boys and girls had fun 
chasing each other, squirting water from bottles. No-one ever threw a bottle away in Bottle Village. They always thought of a way to use every single bottle they had.  
  
The electrician, in his bottle shaped electrical shop, made table lamps from bottles. The florist, in her bottle shaped flower shop, cut the tops off plastic bottles and used the 
bottoms as vases for her beautiful flowers. The builder, building the next bottle shaped building, would squirt water onto his drying cement with a squirty bottle. The sign 
writer, cut tops off each bottle, turned each top round and pushed it back into the bottle's bottom to make paint pots that did not drip paint. The baker cut sides out of plastic 



bottles to make scoops for his flour bin. The musicians filled glass bottles with different amounts of water and played tunes on them, or filled plastic bottles with dried beans 
to make shakers. And the gardener, in his bottle shaped potting shed, cut plastic bottles sideways to make seed trays. 
“No bottle is ever wasted here”, said all the Bottle Village people proudly. 
  
Then, one day, whilst the children were playing bottle cricket on the sand along the seashore with bottles for wickets, one of them noticed a large, round, glass shape bobbing 
out at sea. 
  
  



 



  
  
  
As they carried on with their game, the waves were pushing the shape nearer to the shore. The fishermen noticed it too. Soon the glassy shape was near enough for everyone 
to wade into the sea and carefully pull it onto the beach. 
 
“What is it?” asked everyone at once, as they peered forward to have a closer look. 
 
“Why it’s the biggest glass bottle we have ever seen! But what can we do with it? No bottle is ever wasted here, but this one is so unlike any other!” 
 
“Too big for the babies to drink from!” laughed the mothers. 
“Too big to make into a table lamp!” smiled the electrician. 
“Too big for a flower vase!” giggled the florist, who was on  her way to post a letter. 
  



 



 
“Too big for wetting down my cement!” exclaimed the builder. 
“Too big for a paint pot!” announced the sign writer. 
“Not very musical!” sang the musician, tapping the side of the big glass bottle. 
"No good for making a flour scoop!" sighed the baker, holding up the one he had already. 
  

 



 
“And much too big for my seeds!” nodded the gardener. 
  
“But no bottle is ever wasted here in Bottle Village!” said everyone. 
“I have an idea! We can use this lovely big bottle to welcome people to our village!” suggested the gardener. 
He told them his plan and everyone set to work. 
They carried the big glass bottle to the village square and thoroughly cleaned it until it sparkled brightly in the sunlight. Then the gardener carefully poured good dry earth 
into the bottom of the bottle and, with a big dinner fork that he had tied onto the end of a stick, he planted special plants in the soil inside the bottle. Then he watered them 
gently. Later that day, when the plants were settled, everyone helped lift the big bottle onto a cart and pulled it to the shady centre of the village. The builder was already 
waiting there with a wheelbarrow load of wet cement and the sign maker was there with a freshly painted sign, which said, 

  
Welcome to Bottle Village, a tidy and friendly place to be. 

  
They set the signpost into the cement and stood the bottle beside it. 
After they had finished work, they had a beautiful way of welcoming visitors to Bottle Village. 
  
“How kind!” nodded some of the visitors, “What a friendly village!” 
“How lovely!” agreed the other visitors, “What a tidy village!” 
“No bottle is ever wasted here!”  smiled the people of Bottle Village proudly. 
  



 
  

"They carried the big, glass bottle to the village square and cleaned it 
until it sparkled brightly in the sunshine." 

  



Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Setting 
 
Pages on S.E.N. topics are currently under construction, so please check the blue list 
below. 
  

Please contact me with suggestions for any future S. E.N. topics you would like 
added, by clicking 

To contact Chris Lawrence . 
  
  

 

http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx


 

 
So far in this section, are pages on each of the following Special Educational 
Needs in Mainstream Setting. 
  
Please choose and click. 
  
The child with auditory/hearing difficulties 
  
  
The child with dyslexia 
  
  

 

Please note that the 
information and advice on the 
pages under 

  
Special Educational Needs in 

Mainstream Setting 
  

are necessarily general and 
broad based and gathered 
from both my own personal 
experience as Head of 
Special Educational Needs in 
a mainstream school, as well 
as from research undertaken 
during my 
B.Ed.(Hons) and M.A. 
Courses. 
  
More detailed information 
should also be gathered from 
individual specialists in the 
particular field concerned. 
  
I regret I do not have 
experience or expertise to 
offer about children who have 
S.S.E.N. or Severe Special 
Educational Needs. 
  
Please also note that a good 
teacher is well able to 
provide good quality 
education for children with 
Special Educational Needs 
who are in mainstream 
setting. The same principles 
and philosophies most 
certainly apply for all children 

http://show-me-wow.com/showmewow.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/Dyslexia.aspx


Left-handedness in children 
  
  
The child with poor language facility 
  
  
The child with short attention span 
  
  
 
The child with visual difficulties including Scotopic Sensitivity Syndrome otherwise 
known as  Light Sensitivity or Irlen Syndrome. 
  
 
  
  
  
  
  

in mainstream schooling. To 
reassure yourself about this 
statement, 
  

Click here for 
  

Teaching and 
learning principles 

 

  

http://show-me-wow.com/Lefthandedness.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/poorlanguagefacility.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/shortattentionspan.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx


Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Setting 
 

The child with auditory discrimination difficulties 
  

 

 

What are 
Auditory Discrimination Difficulties? 

  

 

What to do to compensate a child with Auditory 
Discrimination Difficulties 

  
1) Seek medical advise to ascertain if the problem is 
physiological, (e.g. a prescribed physical deafness) or 
the result of an allergy. 
2) Sometimes, after medical investigation, the 
physician says, "I can find no physiological cause for 
these symptoms!" That does not mean the hearing 
deficiency is imagined! The impaired hearing could be 
caused by an auditory perceptual difficulty...the way 
the brain interprets the sound heard. 
3)Whatever the case, take compensatory measures 
straight away, as there is no time to lose...,BUT make 
sure that any help given is not only prescriptive, but is 
also done in a relaxed and fun way. The child must feel 
no anxiety whatsoever, or other problems could occur, 
sometimes severe, like stammering or, in one case I 
know, of the child becoming an elective mute. 
4) Have fun with sounds. List the sounds the child has 
difficulty with, but don't just work on these. Work on the 
sounds he does well too, so that there are lots of 
opportunities to praise for correct sound copying. Play 
games making and copying sounds, singing 
sounds, putting sounds to rhythms. Once he 
has mastered a difficult sound, find a similar one to 
work on and then add it to the one he has just 
mastered so stringing sounds together. Make 
the sounds up against the child's skin, like on his 
forearm or back of his hand. Let the child watch your 
face carefully to see how you make a sound or word 
and give him a mirror to help him copy your mouth 
shape as he tries for himself. If the child  has difficulty 



 
  

It's not necessarily that he has not listened, it may be 
that he was not able to hear! 

  
Sadly, it is not always obvious when a child a has 
auditory discrimination difficulties. It sometimes takes 

with a breath sound, have a feather to show him how 
the air should come out. If he can hear a recording of 
his successes that is wonderful, as he then knows for 
himself how well he is doing. If available, professional 
advice from a speech therapist could be 
of enormous help. The more fun it is, the quicker the 
success. 
  
5) In the classroom, the teacher must make sure the 
child can see the face of the speaker, and teachers 
should avoid standing with their back to the light as this 
causes the child to see a silhouette and not a clear 
image of the mouth. 
6) Importance should be given to encourage everyone 
to project their voices clearly and, in question and 
answer sessions, the teacher should clearly repeat the 
answer of the quieter voiced child, so that the child 
with impaired hearing can hear the answer too. Too 
many teachers approach the soft voiced child so they 
themselves can hear, forgetting that children further 
across the room won't have been able to do so! 
Another wasted opportunity for learning! 
7) Any visual images help the hearing impaired child 
as he can take clues from charts and pictures and 
illustrations as well as from the teacher's own body 
language. In a social situation, teachers of hearing 
impaired children, will use a lot of body movement 
when talking to each other! It has become a habit they 
have developed in the classroom, which they then take 
with them outside school! 
  
The philosophy should be, work with 
small achievable goals, make the work fun so there 
is no stress whatsoever and give lots and lots of 
praise for any progress, however small.  
  
Click here for classroom tips on improving 
children's listening skills 

http://show-me-wow.com/listen.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/listen.aspx


an astute teacher to recognize that there is a problem. 
Otherwise, the problem could go unnoticed for 
years, and the child is unnecessarily educationally 
disadvantaged.  

  
Caused by a physiological hearing problem, or an 
auditory perceptual difficulty, auditory discrimination 
difficulties result in the child  
mis-hearing, mis- 
pronouncing words and being unable to accurately 
recreate the sound presented to him. This can lead to 
difficulties with speaking, (he can't clearly hear what he 
is hearing or what he is saying, so can't self 
correct) and with learning phonics. Consequently his 
development in both reading and spelling is inhibited. It 
can also cause the child a lot of unhappiness and 
frustration. He probably feels he is underachieving and 
so do his parents. His peers might not be sympathetic. 
He becomes disaffected and gives up, either opting out 
or becoming a behaviour problem. 
  
  
  
  
  
If caused by a physiological problem, which could be a 
long term degree of deafness, or could be something 
less persistent, like glue ear, a physician can prescribe 
corrective or compensatory measures to improve the 
situation. 
  
  
  
  
  
But sometimes, the problem can be caused by an 
allergy, like a food intolerance, where the ear canals 
are affected and the symptoms impede the quality of 



sound received by the ear. For example, I have known 
children who have auditory discrimination difficulties 
who, once diagnosed as intolerant of dairy products, 
are steered strictly away from all milk, cheese, 
yogurt, rice puddings etc. and their hearing improves, 
their speech becomes clearer, their pronunciation more 
accurate, and progress in reading and writing 
accelerates. Unfortunately, these children often love 
the food that gives the allergy, but if this is what is 
causing the problem, then the answer is sadly, but 
blatantly clear! 
  
  
  
  
  
The great news is that clearly undertaken action plans 
can result in a vast improvement for the child's hearing 
and speech, whether the original difficulty was a 
physiological hearing deficiency or an auditory 
perceptual difficulty. The child not only achieves better 
hearing and clearer speaking, but he has a better 
facility to help with his reading, writing, spelling and 
overall confidence. 
  
  
  
  

 

  



Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Setting 
  

 The child with dyslexia 
  

 

 

What is dyslexia? 
  
The dictionary definition is "word blindness", but dyslexic 
children dosee the word, it is just that they have a 
difficulty remembering what it looks like, or maybe what it 
sounds like, or maybe the order of the letters, or even the 
way round those letters should be formed. So, in a 
simplistic form, please consider each of these: 
  

 
Visual Memory. Some dyslexic children have poor visual 
memory. They cannot create a clear enough 
photographic image of a word in order to write it directly 
from their memory. Non dyslexic children often look 
sideways to recall a clear image of a word, so that they 
can write it by directly copying it from their visual memory 
bank. Dyslexic children, who have this condition because 
of poor visual memory, have difficulty doing this. The non 
dyslexic child will write a list of possible ways of spelling 
a word and will match one of the words on a list to the 
correct spelling of that word in his visual memory, saying, 
"That one looks right!" The dyslexic child with poor visual 
memory struggles to do this. The non dyslexic child will 
learn how to read a word and will store that word in his 
visual memory ready to recognise it when he next tries to 
see it. The dyslexic child with poor visual memory has 
difficulty doing this. 
N.B. Confusion can occur when children who show these 
symptoms are diagnosed as dyslexic, but are actually 
light sensitive. 

 

What to do to compensate a child who has dyslexia. 
  
A good teacher will have no difficulty in accommodating 
a dyslexic child in a normal classroom. Firstly, a teacher 
must accept that dyslexia does exist, and that 
compensatory measures can be taken to at least start 
to overcome it. Fortunately, such measures benefit all 
the other children too! 
  

 
To improve visual memorya classroom will have easy 
access to subject words, well written so that the child 
can regularly use them and start to acquire a clear visual 
memory of them, with characteristics of letter strings and 
order of letters pointed out as regular classroom routine. 
Here, teaching the child mnemonics and how to make 
up his own is fun and extremely useful. 

 Click here for Spelling skills 
  
Also, providing and encouraging the use of a thumb 
indexed word book is essential for the dyslexic child who 
has poor visual memory. 
  

Click here for thumb indexed word book 
  

Reading books should be carefully matched to the 
reading age of the dyslexic child so that the child can 
read fluently and confidently, a practice appropriate for 
all the children in the class 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/spelling.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/showmewowcom.aspx


  
Click here to see Visual difficulties 

  
  
  
  

 
Auditory Memory. Some dyslexic children have poor 
auditory memory and so remembering phonic sounds 
is difficult for them and then blending those sounds to 
make a word, or remembering digraphs are sometimes 
even more difficult. They need to overlearn in order to be 
more proficient at decoding and encoding, (in 
breaking words down into component parts to read them, 
or building them up in component parts to spell them). 
  

 
Sequential Memory. Some dyslexic children have 
difficulty remembering orders of things, days of the week, 
months of the year, the alphabet. They cannot work 
sequentially. Some can do complicated Mathematics and 
get the right answer, but cannot show the sequence of 
how they got to it. Some complete academic 
qualifications, yet have a copy of the alphabet on their 
student room wall or close at hand, as they cannot 
remember the sequence of the alphabet. 
  

 
In very general terms, dyslexic children have one of 
these main symptoms listed above or a combination of 
two or three of them. 
Please note that a teacher's staffroom early definition of 
a dyslexic child was, "a child whose father wears a pin 
striped suit and a spotty bow tie!" This was because 
dyslexia was considered not valid then and fathers 
dressed in such attire pushed to validate the condition. 
Dyslexia, of course, occurs across all socio-economic 
groups! 

Click here for Reading 
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
To improve auditory memory, the classroom routine 
should include regular and clear phonic instruction 
delivered in a well planned, systematic sequence with 
crisp teacher pronunciation of individual letter sounds, 
blends, ends, digraphs and other letter string formations, 
and with accurate sound copying by the children. Such a 
programme is good quality teaching for all children and 
so they, as well as the dyslexic child, are bound 
to benefit. 

 
To improve sequential memory, children benefit from 
their own reference lists. A little book with times tables 
in, a card in their pockets with their name and address 
on so that if they are asked how to spell it, and they can't 
remember the order, then they simply show the card, an 
alphabet list nearbye. Referring to such aids is not 
cheating, but is helping them to learn and helping them 
to compensate for their  sequential memory difficulty. It is 
their aid until they hopefully, no longer need it. 
  

 
In very general terms, dyslexic children have 
disabilities which affect them and the development of 
their literacy skills in varying degrees. Like all teaching 
and learning, success depends on the attitude of the 
parents, the school, the teacher, and the atmosphere in 
the classroom. Dyslexic children in particular, need 
exposure to good practice teaching, and that, of course, 
benefits the learning efficiency of all children within the 
class, whatever their literacy skills and needs.  

http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/readingskills.aspx


  

Special Educational needs in Mainstream Setting  
  

Left handedness in children 
 

 

What is left-handedness? 
  

 
  
Left-handedness is absolutely normal in many 
children and they should be allowed to be left handed if 
that is how they are most comfortable! 
  
  
  
  
Left-handed children prefer to draw and write with their 

 

How do we initiate compensatory measures for 
children who are left handed?  

 
  
1)  Make sure that the child feels no stigma about his 
left-handedness. It is normal! 
  
2) If the children sit in pairs, make sure the left arm of the 
left-handed child is not being knocked by the right arm of 
the right-handed child. Have the dominant arm in the 
gangway so the left handed child has freer movement. 
His written work will be better this way. 
  
3) Recognise that our writing is orientated for the right 
handed child. The right-handed child can see his writing 
as he writes it! The left-handed child cannot see his 
writing as he writes, as his hand covers it up. He will 
compensate by hooking his hand and holding his pencil 
awkwardly, or he will just write without trying to see his 



left hand. Their left hand is their dominant hand and they 
are more comfortable and more proficient when using 
this left hand than when using their right hand. 
  
  
  
  
  
Left-handedness is as normal as being left footed, when 
they have a dominant left foot and so prefer to kick with 
this one. 
  
  
  
  
  
Similarly they could be left-eyed, when, if given a tube of 
paper to look through, they will automatically choose to 
put it to their dominant left eye. 
  
  
  
  
  
(One child can be a mixture of these. For example, he 
could  be  left-handed,  right- footed, and left-eyed. This 
is not unusual!) 
  
  
  
  
Some classes might have no left-handed children and 
other classes might have a group of left-handed children. 
What amazes me is that in many cases, the teachers 
have not noticed the degree of left handedness and  
have not accommodated for it in their classroom 
management. 
  

work and smudge everything as he goes, probably 
wondering why this is happening to his writing and not to 
everyone elses! 
  
4) Offer him a cushion! Once, desperate parents 
appealed to me to help with their teenage son's poor 
handwriting. "How will he pass examinations if the 
examiners can't read his writing? He writes best for less 
strict teachers!" 
At first I thought his handwriting was adversely effected 
by stress...he was more at ease with the less strict 
teachers, but when I realised he was left-handed I knew 
he needed a cushion to sit on to see his writing! The less 
strict teachers let him sit with his leg tucked under his 
bottom. The strict teachers made him sit up straight. 
  
5) Be aware that some activities are really difficult for the 
left-handed child trying to manage in a right-handed 
world. Scissors are made mainly with their cutting edges 
orientated for right- handedness. Some stationers 
produce left handed scissors, but they are rarely 
available in schools. From scissors,  imagine sewing, 
knives and forks, ruling a line. All sorts of activities may 
cause difficulties for the left-handed child, not because 
he is clumsy, but because he has the difficult choice of 
re orientating  instructions he is given, or of attempting to 
use his less dominant right hand. Either way, his coping 
efforts need to be sensitively responded to by the 
teacher. 
  
6) Find a left handed adult and chat about the difficulties 
he or she found as a child. 



  
  
Teacher awareness and teacher compensation strategies 
can make such a difference to the educational 
development of the left-handed child. 
  
  

 

  



  



Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Setting 
  

The child with a poor language facility 
 
  

 

 

What is a poor language facility?. 
  
So often teachers of older children complain 
to colleagues that some of their students have very 
poor spoken language skills, only for the class teachers 
of younger children to retaliate by saying, 
  
"When they came into school they could hardly speak a 
word, let alone put a sentence together, so what do you 
expect?" 
  
or 
  
"His/her older siblings are the same...never could speak 
in sentences or tell you anything much..so what do you 
expect!" 
  

  
******************* 

  
  
A child with a poor language facility is unable to form 
sentences and fluently put ideas into words. 
  
This could be caused by: 
  
a physiological problem, which might need medical 
intervention  

 

What can be done to compensate a child with a poor 
language facility? 
  
1) Check that there is no physiological problem causing 
a child to be unable to communicate through speech, 
like  a speech impediment that makes the child 
embarrassed, or a hearing deficiency. 

  
Click here for 

"Auditory discrimination difficulties" 
  

 2) Be aware that there could be an emotional problem 
causing a child to elect to be mute or to stammer.  
  
3) Offer opportunities for the child to "talk outside 
himself" that is, behind a mask, or in play acting, or 
holding a puppet or in imaginative play in a home corner. 
In this way, he might feel it is not him doing the talking. 
One long term stammerer exlained how he overcame his 
problem. "After so many different methods, I just learned 
to stop being the person I was, which was a stammering 
person and start being the person I wanted to be which 
was a non stammering person. At the age I did this and 
with determination, it worked!" 
  

Click here for "How to make puppets." 
  

4) Give him opportunities to work with other children in a 

http://show-me-wow.com/showmewow.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/showmewow.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewow.aspx


  
an emotional problem, which could be long term or short 
term, but would need lots of careful and supportive 
confidence building  
  
or 
  
the child not having had opportunities to practice the 
spoken word, or to listen and respond verbally to stories 
and rhymes and everyday conversation in and around his 
home.Sadly, this situation can occur in all socio-
economic groups.  
  

group and during different class activities, so that he can 
hear them express themselves through speech and 
when using various genres. He needs lots of role 
models, not just the teacher! 
  
5) Give more importance in the daily classroom routine 
to children having opportunities to speak in pairs, in 
groups, in front of the class. This is not robbing class 
time from reading and writing lessons. Talking and 
listening is not only part of developing reading and 
writing, it can greatly accelerate the development 
of reading and writing skills. 
  
  

Click here for Listening skills 
  

Click here for Speaking skills 
  

Click here for Speaking for reading 
  

Click here for Speaking for writing 
  

 

  

http://show-me-wow.com/listen.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speak.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speakforread.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speakforwrite.aspx


Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Setting 
  

Children with short attention span  

 

What is short attention span? 
  
  
There seems to be at least one child in every class, 
who has a short attention span. ("Only one?" you 
say!) 
  
  
This child is never settled at the same task for long 
and often has loads of energy and won't sit still.  

  

 

What can be done to compensate a child with short 
attention span? 
  
1) Check that there is no physiological problem causing 
his short term attention, from a serious medical condition 
to the possibility that he cannot sit still and settle 
because he has a fear of asking to go to the toilet! 
  
2) Be aware that he might have emotional difficulties that 
stop him from being settled and from concentrating on 
his work. If this is the case, he will need lots of patience, 
understanding and praise for good efforts to build his 
confidence and trust. 
  
3) Cash in on the interests that he does have where his 
attention span is longer than usual and use this interest 
to involve him in developing his literacy skills. 
  
4) Set up a reward system to help encourage him to 
lengthen his attention span. Make sure this presents him 
with short term achievable goals that are rewarded 
almost instantly.There is no good in saying, "If you can 
sit still for an hour you will get a drum set at the end of 
the month!" He cannot sit still for long...and why should 
he just be sitting still anyway..and the end of the month 
could seem ten years away to him so why should he 
bother if he has to wait so long? The reward system 
should inspire him to achieve. Explain the difficulty to the 
other children and, every time you pass the child on task, 
put a bottle top on his desk. When he has a good 



 
  
This child is often trying to move about to where he 
is not supposed to be. 
  
  
This child can be extremely disruptive within the 
classroom and to individual children whom he 
constantly and regularly disturbs. 
  
  
Of all the different types of Special Educational 
Needs in a mainstream school, the short attention 
span difficulty is one of the most demanding on the 
teacher. In fact some teachers will feel the child with 
short attention span needs a teacher completely to 
himself! 

number of bottle tops, give him lots of praise and invite 
the other children to do similarly. (They'll be pleased he 
has not disrupted them!) Record how many bottle tops 
and try to beat the record another day. I have tried this 
and it worked! 
  
5) Regularly give praise for extending his attention span 
even if by only a short time..and avoid giving him 
negative comments when he is not achieving. He needs 
and feeds on attention and should learn that he will get it 
for achievement but not for failure. 



  
  
BUT...some children who have a short attention 
span, can amaze people by the long term attention 
span they can give to things they are really 
interested in! Maybe it is not a short term attention 
span that is the problem, but more likely the 
activities he is being given to do that make him bored 
and dismissive of the task in hand! Maybe he is 
being offered the wrong and inappropriate-for-him 
teaching style! Now there's a challenge! 

 

  



Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Setting 
  

The child with visual difficulties, including Scotopic 
Sensitivity Syndrome or Light Sensitivity 

   

 

 

What are visual difficulties? Some are physiological, 
some are perceptual, but they both exist and can 
seriously impair the development of literacy skills. 
  
Maybe we all see things differently. We certainly perceive things 
differently, but maybe everyone's sight is as different as everyone's 
fingerprint! Even if this is not so, it is important for the teacher to 
realise that what she sees is not necessarily exactly the same 
as what each of her pupils see. A teenager once said to me, when 
he had just had corrective measures for a sight problem, "I did not 
realise that ceilings were square to walls! They have always been 
curved to me before!" A very young child who had just been 
prescribed glasses, told his father "the lamp-posts have tops 
now" and the chippings in the path were "lots of little stones now!" 
One wonders what these two young people saw when they looked 
at other things through their world of visual difficulties. Both the 
teenager and the young child had their vision improved with glasses 
and their literacy skills improved at once. 
  
Yet, to look around the classrooms in countries like Dominica, there 
are very few, if any children wearing glasses! Glasses are a luxury 
that cannot be afforded. So how do they see their world? How 
distorted is the writing on the chalkboard to those with visual 
difficulties, how distorted the print in their books? Teachers should 
constantly question "How well do my pupils see what I am giving 
them to look at?" 

 

 

What to do to in the school 
environment to compensate a 
child with visual difficulties 
  
  
1) If possible, seek medical advice or  help 
from an optician to see if there is a 
physiological problem. 
2) Be aware that standard screening in 
schools stands the child across the room to 
check that the child can read the letters on a 
chart. This does not check what the child sees 
when reading a text. It also depends on 
children knowing the names of the letters they 
are supposed to be "reading". 
3)  Be aware that children with any sort of 
visual difficulty will learn more efficiently from 
different positions in the classroom. Try 
allowing them to choose where is best for 
them, different places for various activities. 
You might be surprised at where they pick. 
They may dismiss sight problems in favour of 
sitting near a friend, so you will have to make 
the decision. If they work well near that friend 
then let them sit together. Perhaps they could 
both move! 
4) Be particularly conscientious about good 



 
Light sensitivity or Scotopic Sensitivity Syndrome 

Some children have a physiological problem that gives them a 
visual difficulty, but there are some others whose sight is adversely 
affected, not by a physiological problem, but by a visual perceptual 
problem...the way their brain interprets what they see. Light 
Sensitivity is such a visual perceptual difficulty and can often distort 
their everyday world from the shape of a room, to the text in their 
reading book and the lines in their writing books. I know of three 
children in a school here in Dominica who have struggled with a 
visual perceptual difficulty, which had not been diagnosed. One had 
already repeated two years of schooling, an intelligent boy who 
simply could not achieve success in reading and writing because he 
was so very light sensitive.(Scotopic Sensitivity Syndrome or Irlen 

classroom practices with:  
  
good, clean chalkboard work that is clear and 
not overloaded, 
few classroom distractions so that the child 
with visual difficulties can concentrate more 
easily, 
well labeled charts and display areas so the 
child can find words he needs easily and go to 
them if necessary, opportunities to group the 
children closer together for group activities, so 
that each one has a clearer view of any charts 
or pictures that are being shown to the class 
and be a teacher who avoids standing with 
her back to the light, as this makes it more 
difficult for him to see her.  
4) Note any child who is rubbing his eyes a lot 
or blinking a lot..or propping his head more 
than the others. He may have a visual 
perceptual difficulty caused by his being light 
sensitive. The moving shadows of ceiling fans 
flickering on a wall can cause a strobing effect 
and, if near the chalk board, could cause the 
writing on it to be distorted for him. Allow him 
to wear a hat in class and to choose a seat 
where there is less flickering of light.The white 
paper in his printed reading book might be too 
bright and so he keeps losing his place. He 
might use his finger or a strip of paper to help 
guide his eye in an effort to compensate. 
Allow him to do this. He will probably prefer to 
read older books where pages have 
yellowed. His spelling could be impaired as he 
cannot easily acquire a clear visual image of 
the letters of a word, so cannot add it to his 
visual memory. He will over rely on phonics to 
spell and so he will mis-spell.His handwriting 
might be poor because, for him, the lines on 



Syndrome). He was constantly blinking his runny eyes and he had 
frequent headaches.  Nothing physiologically wrong with his eyes, 
which were frequently checked, but something awry with his visual 
perception. 

his page oscillate. Try to find non-white paper 
for him to write on. Allow him to work in a 
shadier part of the school. At all times 
remember he is not being difficult, not being 
silly, but he just does not see in the same way 
as a person who is not so light sensitive. 

 

  



Classroom management 
  

You can have all the grand educational philosophies in the world 
and all the educational qualifications and resources you could 

possibly dream of, 
but unless you can manage your classroom well, 

you cannot be a successful teacher 
and sadly, your children cannot be successful learners! 

  
1) Find a teacher who truly is a good classroom manager and 
observe  lessons, noting every single tip you can to try out later 
for yourself. After all, copying is a form of flattery and no one has 
discovered all the best tips yet! Good teachers always endeavour 
to be good learners too! 
  
2) It is hard for a weak teacher to improve, when that weak 
teacher blindly looks at a good classroom manager or listens to a 
speaker on a course and arrogantly says, "I already do that!" 
Please don't be that sort of teacher! Always be open minded 

 



about the necessity to improve your teaching skills. 

 

A good classroom manager: 
has classroom seating set out to the advantage of all 
children, probably grouped. Too much class teaching 
only accommodates the needs of a few of the class. 
Group work accommodates more. The teacher's desk is 
re sited near the back of the room, thus freeing a prime 
learning space. When the teacher is at the desk, there is 
a good supervisory view and the children do not know 
when the teacher is watching! 

 
has a clean chalk board on which there is evidence of 
clear writing that is of a similar style and quality to that 
which is in the children's reading books. The board is 
never overloaded and the teacher uses different coloured 
chalks to highlight sections. 

 
has clean, crisp charts organised in subject or interest 
areas, so that children have easy reference to any words 
they might need. The lettering is clear and of a similar 
style to that in the children's reading books. The charts 
are dated when put up, so the teacher can be sure not to 
leave them up for too long. 

 
has an area set aside for a Book Nook, where there is 
seating for the children away from general classroom 
activities and where it is conducive to getting lost in the 
pages of an interesting book. The books here are 
displayed facing outwards, so the front cover tempts 
possible readers and the current class story is read with 
imagination and expressively around a story corner 
display. This class story book is always on display in the 
Book Nook, ready for anyone to re read the last chapter 
or skip ahead to see what happens next, keeping what 
he finds out a secret from the others of course!. 
  
  

 

A poor classroom manager: 
sets the classroom out as it has always been without thinking if there 
could be a better way. Has chairs all over the place and always more or 
less facing the front as most of the work is done from copying exercises 
from the chalkboard. The teacher's desk is piled with dusty books and 
papers, and takes up a prime learning space at the front, where children 
queu and block the siteline of the others. 
  
_______________________________________ 
never cleans the chalkboard well. There is rarely a definition between the 
dust and the chalk work, and the writing is scribbled anyhow and the 
board overloaded, so the children don't know where they are, but that's 
their problem! 
  

 
has no charts at all, thinks they are a waste of time and if any are up, 
they are old, dirty and torn and stuck anywhere. The lettering is not in 
sinc with the reading ages of the children and the teacher never refers to 
them in class time so, in fact, no one notices them anyway. 
  

 
does not believe in all this Book Nook nonsense! Has a few tatty, 
miserable looking old books somewhere amongst a pile of something, or 
squashed high in a cupboard that's unreachable by the children, even if 
they knew they were there. Says the children can read in their seats, 
there is no need for them to move about just to have a read!  What's 
wrong with the books that have been in their desks all this time, that were 
given out to them at the beginning of the term?  Rarely reads a class 
story, and when she does it is read without imagination and the book is 
snapped shut at the end of the lesson and locked in an overflowing 
drawer. If it cannot be touched by the children, it will not get lost! 

 
does not plan lessons, as there is always the text book for the children to 
do the next exercise following the one they did yesterday.Why tire 
yourself trying to think up something inspiring if people are paid to write 
perfectly good exercises in text books for children to work from? It was 



 
is well prepared for the lesson with a plan that includes a 
well focused beginning, that is crisp and alert and 
invokes the pupils attention, a middle which is interesting 
and offers different activities set at an appropriate level 
for the various attainments of the children and an end 
which gives time to reflect and summarise and plan. Has 
resources ready for the lesson, with back up resources 
for those children who work more quickly, or slowly than 
others. Does everything to quietly and enthusiastically 
inspires interest in the children from the moment the 
lesson starts until the time it winds down to a satisfactory 
end. 

 
encourages the children to take a pride in all that they 
do, both in school and out, in their written work, their 
reading, their manners, their helpfulness, their respect for 
people and property. 

 
uses her voice as a conductor conducts his 
orchestra...holding the children's attention and controlling 
the volume, so that the children are confident and 
attentive.  
  

 
constantly gives praise for all sorts of achievement, so 
everyone has a chance to feel proud and shows pride in 
her pupils too. Walks around showing care about things 
and is always on the look out for interesting things to 
share with her class. 

 
takes time to help her pupils, to improve her classroom 
so that the walls work for her, and to improve her 
teaching skills. Her day goes far too quickly for her. 

 
inspires, by the way she presents each topic, a trust in 
what is being taught, as well as in how it is being taught. 
Inspires a love of learning and the pupils feel she really 

good enough in the old days so why not now?The children can sit down, 
open the page and get on with it straight away... and in silence. At the 
end, and as the clock ticks to the lesson close time, children are 
told brusquely to close their books and pack away. Thank goodness 
that's over! 
  

 
couldn't care less about what the children do as long as they don't bother 
her with noise and silly questions...and out of school? That's nothing to 
do with her! 
  

 
gives orders, shouts often, even at individuals when the rest of the class 
is quietly working, so everyone is then disrupted. Any speaking to the 
class is done in a monotone and without introduction or expression or 
summing up. 

 
arrives at school looking to find fault and criticise. Walks around like a 
factory inspector ready to pounce on anything that can be moaned about. 
Whinges and nags about school, parents, education officers and life in 
general!  

 
begrudges time spent on school. Arrives late, clock watches and goes 
home to forget about her day, which always goes too slowly for her. 
  

 
does nothing to make the children feel anything other than school and 
learning are something to dread and hate.Well school's not a holiday is 
it? Pupils always feel she doesn't like them and probably they are right!  

 
What would you score this teacher out of 10? 
I would say 0 out of 10! 
Dismiss this teacher, who is doing far too much harm to 
our future generation and must be dreadful to work with! 



likes them, which she does! 
 

What would you score this teacher out of 
10? 
I would say 10 out of 10! 
Promote this teacher, who needs to be a 
role model for all other teachers to follow! 

 

  



Teaching French 
  

  
  

This page is in response to the new initiatives 
on the island of Dominica 

promoting the efficient teaching and learning of French. 
  

The failings 
Very often French lessons for seven years, 3 or 4 times a week from the age of 11 to 18, with a highly academic French 
teacher just did not work! That is, the enormous effort put in by pupils and teacher did not pay off. How many adults 
express a similar story? True, the teacher may have spoken immaculate French, may have had high flying French 
qualifications and may have lived in a French speaking country, but unless the teaching and learning styles are 
compatible, the result is a pupil who stutters and stammers to produce a clumsily formed French sentence, with constant 



interruptions for an anxious search in a French/English, English/French dictionary. And, after all those lessons, when 
asked if he or she can speak French, all that pupil (now adult) can answer is "Un peu!" Sounds familiar? Oui ou non? 
Learning a language should never be dreary and should never be the drudgery I experienced for 7 years, 3 or 4 times a 
week, each lesson beginning with, 
"And now for this lesson, turn, in your French text book, to the page after yesterday's and begin" 
and ending with, 
"And for homework, learn the next 15 verbs and add 10 new words to your vocab' list". 
  
My philosophy 
In my view, all the philosophies and activities described in the www.show-me-wow.comwebsite apply, not only to the 
teaching of Language Arts in English, but also to the teaching of Language Arts in French, Spanish, Russian or even 
outer Mongolian! SeeTeaching and Learning Principles 
  
So let's repeat the philosophy. 
Language learning should be fun, should be visual, active, colourful and creative. Languages are an art form and should 
be treated as such. This means that there needs to be a variety of learning activities offered, and so there are obviously 
implications for goodclassroom management. 
  
Similarly, good listening skills and auditory discrimination skills are crucial to the efficient learning of language and 
children are too seldom praised for progress in these key areas. See Listening Skills 
  
  
So next, think big and broad, think........ 
  
drama: cafe scenes, market stalls, monologues, dialogues, playlets, group work  ( For more ideas go to Navigation bar 
for Story for Drama.) 
  

http://www.show-me-wow.com/
http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/listen.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/Drama.aspx


 



  
poetry (both learning it and writing it see Poetry Writing), postcard making and writing, 
  
creative writing in a variety of genres, see Creative Writing 
  
picture libraries, (but change the labels to French ones of course!.) 

http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewowcom.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx


   
  
puppets, see How to make puppets  

  

http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewow.aspx


 
  
word games, crossword puzzles, word bingo and number bingo. 
  
flags, customs and festivals, maps 



 
self correcting workcards (cloze), question cards, see Writing Skills 
  
stories, listening tapes, videos,songs, see Music and Rhythm 
  

 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/writegeneral.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/musicandrhythm.aspx


thumb indexed word books, see How to make a word book. 
  
topics the children are interested in, dinosaurs, fashion, pop groups, motorbikes, football, 
  

 
  
illustrating story themes, designing posters, drawing comic strips, 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/showmewowcom.aspx


 
  
book corners with French books, French comics, French magazines. See How to make a tuffet for a book corner 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx


 
 French tourist information. 
  

 
  
  



Think everything on this website but give it a French flavour. Even Bottle Village, the story can be translated with French 
labels and French speaking characters and all the other accompanying activities. And Bottle Village to promote 
literacy can likewise be used. Remember that working in a thematic way builds up vocabulary and sentence construction 
more naturally, in fact similar to how a native speaker learns his language in the first place. 
  

So avoid the text book pages, one after the other and avoid too much chalk and talk. 
  

Teach French as a living and lively subject, 
which is exactly what it is...d'accord? 

  
  

  
  

 For "Story for Drama" please return to the Navigation bar 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/bottlevillagestory.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/BVpromoteliteracy.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/BVpromoteliteracy.aspx


Madame Yvette et Le Tour de France 
  
  

A story to act 
  

  
  

This story is almost completely true. I know because I was there! But I was not the one who parked the car badly! 
I used this story in front of a large audience at Roseau Primary School during their celebratory French Day, and the 
children (and adults) loved it. My friend Sandra, at no notice, kindly played the part of Madame Yvette, and for that we all 
thank her. 
The story allows actors to practice everyday French phrases for greetings and for shopping as well as giving a picture of 
the part of France where I lived on the day "Le Tour De France" passed in the mountains above our village. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Characters 
  
Madame Yvette, a lady who had plenty of time 
The shop keeper at the epicerie 
The cyclists 
The crowd of Tour de France watchers 
A policeman 



The tent riggers. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Props. 
  
Picnic basket for Madame Yvette 
  
Food from the shop 
For the bagette I wrapped a rolled up shopping basket in white paper and labeled it du pain 
For the cheese I wrapped a box in white paper and labeled it du fromage. 
For the fruit pie, I wrapped a lidded plate in white paper and labeled it la tarte aux pommes. 
  
You can add hats for the various characters to denote who they are, and display all these props on a table as part of a 
wall story called "Madame Yvette et Le Tour de France" 
  
Everything should be clearly labeled to help the children with vocabulary whilst they act. It's a fun way to learn! 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
  



 
  

Madame Yvette woke one morning, stepped out of her bed onto the wooden floor of her French house, opened her 
windows and pushed out her shutters. The sun was shining and she took in the fresh mountain air. 
  



  
"The weather is good today" 

 "Il fait beau aujourd hui!" 
she said, nodding her head. She could see the narrow road below her window was unusually busy with cars and bikes all 
going in the same direction through her little village. 
  

"Ah Le Tour de France, c'est aujourd hui!" 
  

she said 



.  
  

"But it's early. I have time to go back to bed" 
  
Madame Yvette was never in a hurry and so snuggled down under her covers as the traffic continued under her window, 
with a constant stopping of cars outside the village epicerie. 
  

"There's plenty of time" 
  
Madame Yvette said, as she went back to sleep. 
  
Meanwhile, at the epicerie, it was so busy. People from the cars were stopping to buy things for a picnic, 
bread... du pain, 
cheese... du fromage, 
wine....du vin, 
apple pie.... la tarte aux pommes. 



  
And some bought snails... les escargots! 
  

(Here the children can act out the shopping of the various travellers.) 
  

The big clock on the old church in the village square rang and Madame Yvette wondered if she would get up 
  
"What time is it?" 
  
she asked herself as she counted the chimes. 
  
"One, two three.four five six seven eight nine ten eleven. It's eleven o'clock" 
she said. She was in no hurry. She dressed and set off in her car stopping at the epicerie. 
  
She asked for many things but the lady had sold so much already. 
  
  

 
  



"I would like some cake please Madame." 
"Sorry Madame Yvette, we have no gateau!" 

  
"Have you any snails Madame?" 

"Sorry, Madame Yvette, we have no snails" 
  

"Have you any bread Madame?" 
"Yes we have bread Madame Yvette" 

"I would like a bagette please Madame" 
"Here is a bagette Madame Yvette!" 

"Merci  Madame." 
  

" I would like some cheese. Have you any cheese Madame?" 
"Yes Madame Yvette. We have cheese" 

"I would like a half a kilo of cheese please, oh and a bottle of wine.Madame" 
"Your half kilo of cheese and your wine Madame Yvette" 

"Merci Madame" 
  

(Here the story can continue depending on the level of French the children have attained.) 
  

With her shopping done, Madame Yvette put her basket in her car and set off up the mountain to find a place from where 
she could view the cycling race..Le Tour de France. But what a surprise! There were cars and bikes parked tightly on 
both sides of the narrow road and so many people. She could not park anywhere near the road the race would go on. But 
she was in no hurry, took her time and parked her car in the middle of the road. 
Then, she took her basket of bread and cheese and wine and walked off to look for a quiet spot to watch the race from.  
She saw a huge tent, with a tricoleur on the top, 
  



 
  
  

but the walls of it were shut tight, so she could only see in by peering through a tiny crack. 
  

 



                                              
  
There were smart chairs in the tent with a label on each one of them like Monsieur le Maire and Chef de Police and, at 
the front of the tent there was a huge television screen.. Outside the tent were the words 
  

V.I.P. Tent. Ticket Holders Only. 
  

This was all too busy for Madame Yvette, so she climbed up to a quiet rock and sat by it, ate all her picnic, drank all her 
wine and fell asleep. There was plenty of time. 
  
The crowd was getting excited. They were pointing to the distance where they could see the cyclists coming through a 
gap in the mountains.Those cyclists looked so small as they were a long way way, but the people near them were 
shouting and jumping up and down 
, 
  



 
"Allez! Allez!" 

  
Madame Yvette snored and slept.There was plenty of time. 
  
The cyslists got nearer, their legs going like pistons in an engine, and the star cyclist surrounded by his team, the  
peloton, the team that kept his way clear and kept the wind off him. Still Madame Yvettet snored and slept. There was 
plenty of time. 
  
The cyclists were climbing again and their legs were no longer like pistons. The onlookers shouted 
  
"Allez! Allez!"   
  
and gave the cyclists a quick push to help them climb! 
  
Still Madame Yvette slept and snored. There was plenty of time. 
  



The cyclists started to disappear over the mountain until there was no cyclist left to watch. 
  
"What a pity we do not know what is happening in the race now! We must hurry home to see it on the television" 
  
said the crowd.  
  
They rushed back to their cars, but they could not get off the mountain because Madame Yvette had parked her car in 
the middle of the road, blocking the way. 
  
"Look at that car! We cannot go. We must find a policeman!" 
  
The crowd was angry and the policeman did not know what to do. Then he had an idea. He went to the big tent and 
whispered to the men there who nodded their heads. They took the walls off the tent and removed the chairs and 
everyone could stand in the tent and watch the rest of the race on the huge television screen. 
  
 Madame Yvette woke up. Where was everybody? She picked up her basket, went back to her car and drove off. 
"I must have come on the wrong day" 
she said. 
"Le Tour de France must be coming this way tomorrow. Ah well plenty of time". 
  
The crowd was happy at being able to watch the rest of the race on the big television screen and Madame Yvette was 
happy at the thought of seeing the cycle race the next day. In fact it turned out to be a happy day all round.   
"I might sell my car and buy a bike", Madame Yvette thought as she set off back down to the village. "And a bike would 
certainly be easier to park!" she added,  "But there's plenty of time!" 
  
  



 
  

Vive Le Tour de France! 
  



Downloads 
  
These are original handouts (Microsoft Word format) from Chris Lawrence's eight, once-a -week Teacher Training 
Course, held at Pioneer Preparatory School, Dominica in 2007 for 16 government school teachers from 8 different 
schools in the Roseau area: 
  
Accelerating literacy in young children 
Accelerating literacy: listening skills 
Accelerating literacy: speaking skills 
Accelerating literacy: reading skills 
Accelerating literacy: reading skills: tuffet making 
Accelerating literacy: writing skills 
Accelerating literacy: creative writing skills 
Accelerating literacy: penmanship 
Accelerating literacy: through music and rhythm 
  
 
  

http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/Accelerating%20Literacy%20in%20Young%20Children.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/AcceleratingListeningSkills.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/AcceleratingSpeakingSkills.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/AcceleratingReadingSkills.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/Accelerating%20Reading%20Skills%20Tuffet%20Making.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/AcceleratingWritingSkills.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/AcceleratingCreative%20writing%20skills.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/AcceleratingLiteracyPenmanship.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/AcceleratingListeningSkills.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/AcceleratingListeningSkills.doc
http://show-me-wow.com/Documents/AcceleratingListeningSkills.doc


Site Map 
 

Below is a list of all the web pages on this 
www.show-me-wow.com  website  

Please e-mail me about other pages you would like added to these, by going to the page To contact Chris Lawrence. 
 

 
 
 

Early Years Literacy About "Show-me-WOW!". 

Accelerating literacy Auditory discrimination difficulties 

BLOG Blog Archive Feb '08 - July '09 

BLOG Archive Sept '07 - Jan '08 Blog Current July '09 onwards 

Bottle Village - the story Bottle Village and cross-curricular activity links 

Bottle Village to promote literacy Boys' reading 

Calligraphy for teachers and pupils Case studies 

Classroom management Creative writing 

Downloads Drama 

Dyslexia French 

Home How can you help? 

How to make a Nativity Model How to make a tuffet 

How to make a word book How to make puppets 

Independent writers Learning environment 

Left handedness in children Listening skills 

Literacy at Secondary Level Music and rhythm 

My dream library Poetry writing 

Poor language facility Reading skills 

Short attention span in children Speaking for reading 

Speaking for writing Speaking skills 

Special Ed. Needs Spelling skills 

Story for drama Teaching and learning principles 

http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/EarlyYearsLiteracy.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/aboutus.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/accelleratingliteracy.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/showmewow.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/BLOGgeneral.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/Blog2Feb2008.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/blog.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/BLOGCurrent.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/bottlevillagestory.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/bvcrosscurricular.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/BVpromoteliteracy.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/BoysReading.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/calligraphy.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/themecasestudies.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/classroommanagement.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/creativewriting.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/downloads.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/Drama.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/Dyslexia.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/French.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/default.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/howcanyouhelp.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/NativityModel.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/tuffetmaking.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/showmewowcom.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewow.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/independentwriters.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/learningenvironment.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/Lefthandedness.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/listen.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/LiteracyatSecondaryLevel.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/musicandrhythm.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/Mydreamlibrary.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/wwwshowmewowcom.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/poorlanguagefacility.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/readingskills.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/shortattentionspan.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speakforread.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speakforwrite.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/speak.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/specialedneeds.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/spelling.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/Storyfordrama.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/principles.aspx


Thematic approach Theme choosing 

Theme presenting To contact Chris Lawrence 

Visual difficulties Writing skills 

Writing skills map 
  

 

  

http://show-me-wow.com/themedapproach.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/choosetheme.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/presentingtheme.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/contactus.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/visualdifficulties.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/writegeneral.aspx
http://show-me-wow.com/write.aspx


How can you help children in the schools of Dominica? 
  

  
  

The 65 or so  schools on the small island of Dominica are extremely under resourced and many of the teachers have 
very little, if any, training. They realise that they need to be resourceful, but admit that their own education did not 
promote creativity, so they find thinking up ideas to make classroom resources quite difficult. 
  
During my teacher training sessions, I give them ideas using recycling and this show-me-wow website promotes this. But 
teachers and students still need pencils and pencil crayons, paper and card, glue and staplers, basic stationery and 



fabrics to even start a creative project. These items are expensive on the island, are sometimes scarce and are often of 
very poor quality. Teachers' pay is too poor for them to supplement resources in their classrooms. 

 

  Look at what one pack of wax crayons did!.... Wow!   
  

A six year old boy, with muscular difficulties, liked to use wax crayons to colour pictures. This benefitted his physiotherapy, but as 
time passed, he had to press much harder, and that was difficult. Also, the local crayons were giving him such a poor colour result, 

that he lost interest in the hobby that was so importantly helping to maintain his manual dexterity. 
Then, a kind visitor from overseas used space in her travel bag to bring wax crayons that were of everyday quality to her, but super 

quality to this little boy. He loved the colours that appeared as he worked and he wanted to do more and more. Can you imagine 
how his family felt when they saw this child, who is so limited in mobility, regain his interest in a hobby that was so good for his 

hand muscles...and all for the small price of a pack of wax crayons? 
                                                                                       June 2007 



 
  

+ Sadly this wonderful young man died in June 2009.+ 
+ We are thankful for the memories we have of his charm, his smiles and his love of colour.+ 

 
What we need  

We need all sorts of stationery, we need second hand reading books for across the age ranges and comics. We need merit stickers to encourage children's 
efforts, we need fabrics and backing supplies to cover makeshift display boards and tuffet tops. We need string, as many schools have concrete walls and so 
display work on a washing line...oh...so we need pegs too! We need thumb tacks...hundreds of them and stencils. Few schools have a dustpan and brush or 
a wastepaper bin! Cardboard boxes are used, but even they are not easy to come by. And if anything electrical is sent...like glue guns, we need to first warn 
donors (especially Americans) that electricity here works on 240 volts and schools cannot afford to buy or run transformers. 
  

 
******STOP PRESS!******* 



           
  
CURRENTLY, WE ESPECIALLY NEED:  
  
1) SPLIT PINS TO MAKE CARD CLOCKS FOR TEACHING HOW TO TELL THE TIME, 



 
  

2) COMICS, BECAUSE THESE ARE USUALLY IN CAPS. FONTS AND SO GIVE CHILDREN 
EXPERIENCE IN READING TEXTS THAT ARE ENTIRELY IN CAPITAL LETTERS.COMICS ENCOURAGE BOYS' READING TOO.  



 
  

3) LITTLE FRENCH ACTIVITY BOOKS AND VERY EASY FRENCH READERS. DOMINICA IS BETWEEN THE FRENCH ISLANDS OF 
GUADALOUPE AND MARTINIQUE. 
  



 
  

4) EVERYDAY MEDICAL SUPPLIES, AS MOST  SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS HAVE POOR SURFACES AND ARE VERY HARD ON SMALL (AND LARGE) 
KNEES AND ELBOWS. 
  

 
  



5) THEATRE MAKE-UP FOR A DRAMA GROUP OF VULNERABLE AND UNDERPRIVILEDGED TEENAGERS 

 
  

  
6) SIMPLE, BASIC MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS FOR BEGINNERS LIKE RECORDERS, DRUMS, XYLOPHONES, CYMBALS. 
  

 
  
  
  

7) WIDE EYED NEEDLES WITH NOT TOO SHARP POINTS FOR USE IN BASKET MAKING CLASSES FOR THE BLIND AND PARTIALLY SIGHTED. 
THESE NEEDLES DO NOT HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE PORT, SO CAN BE POSTED DIRECTLY TO ME 

 Chris Lawrence P.O.Box 2114, Roseau, Commonwealth of Dominica 
THE BASKET MAKERS WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE COLOURED RAFFIA TO GO WITH THE NEEDLES. 



  
  

THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH. 
 

  The world's future  
The children of Dominica are part of the world's children and so are the world's future. They are, for the most part, courteous and polite. They try hard and 
they certainly smile a lot. They expect very little and are grateful when they receive anything. I am ashamed to say that children in other parts of the world, 
who have so much, could learn a great deal from the children here. When I delivered 12 little second hand reading corner books to a class, they made me 
feel like I was Father Christmas. I truly wish that those kind people who had sent these gifts could have seen their faces. Dominica has many beautiful sights, 
but this sight was one of the best! 
Thank you from me, from their teachers and, most of all, from the children. Here we are fanning our faces and saying, 

  

FAANN..TAAASS..STIC! 
  
  



 
  

If you would like to send donations 
PLEASE EMAIL ME FIRST, SO THAT I CAN, AHEAD OF TIME, 

 DO ALL THAT IS NECESSARY TO 
PREPARE FOR A DELIVERY. 

  
If you travel to Dominica and have room in your travel bag to bring supplies, please contact me via my contact page on this web site, so that I can advise you 
about a pick up. 

 
If you want to want to send supplies, please contact me via my contact page on this web site, so I can organize retrieval from the port. 



  
Respectfully, may I add that, to avoid embarrassment as well as customs and import difficulties, gifts must strictly be school supplies for obvious use in a 
classroom or school building. All boxes are thoroughly inspected throughout by officials, in front of the receiver, when collected. We have to respect the fears 
of Dominican shop keepers, who are concerned that gifts coming in free of import duty, damage their trade. This is a poor country and we hope donors will 
kindly understand our position. We are truly grateful for your help, but we must all comply with the conduct codes of the Commonwealth of Dominica. 

  

 
 


	The Show-me-WOW! BLOG

